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1. Briefly describe the program features of your school.


DeBakey High School for Health Professions (DHSHP) offers students interested in science

and health careers an alternative to the traditional high school experience. Established in 1972 in collaboration with the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and Baylor College of Medicine, DeBakey HSHP was the first health-focused magnet high school in the nation. Located in the renowned Texas Medical Center, DeBakey HSHP offers its students a rigorous college preparatory curriculum, which includes five years of science and mathematics, along with an excellent introductory study of medicine.

2. Briefly describe your schools adoption of the current program.

The current academic program initially was implemented with an entering ninth grade class in the fall of 1989, and was phased in over a three-year period. This change was the result of an extensive evaluation conducted by the administration of the Houston Independent School District (HISD) and Baylor College of Medicine, which concluded that the goals and objectives originally set for the school were not being met. The review included analyses of standardized test scores, student admission criteria, student course selections (number of students electing to pursue advanced level coursework in favor of vocational options) and graduate college matriculation rates. Based on the review’s findings, the decision was made by the HISD and Baylor to implement a rigorous college preparatory curriculum that would be required for all students. After four years, the school was transformed from a traditional vocational program into Houston’s premier academic high school.

As with all change, the transition did not occur without problems, and there was resistance from the current students, families, and some members of the community. To assure that the new program was implemented, a new administration was put in place and a Community Advisory Committee was established. The committee included key stakeholders from the community, who articulated the importance of a solid pre-college program for all students interested in accessing careers in the health professions.  The committee still operates today and provides an important interface between the school and the local health professions community. 

3. How does your school set high exceptions?

DeBakey sets high expectations through the required curriculum, admission standards, and    

student performance requirements

4. What kinds of results does the school see for students who were previously middle and low achievers?

DeBakey students are very successful in advanced courses and are meeting all of the State, Local and School standards.

5. What changed with your teachers?

Teachers who could embrace the new curriculum quickly became supportive; those who could/ would not either transferred or were due-processed.

6.
What is different about your high school? 

The culture of DeBakey is one of, “this is what I must do, if I want to be successful at this school,” not “if”, I am going to college, but “where” I am going, everyone can be successful at DeBakey. “Because” our teachers will help us. The environment is one where students know the standards and expectations are high. 
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