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High School Renewal 

·  Major focus area for the past four years

·  High schools slower to improve than other levels

·  Grants from Carnegie, Gates to improve high schools 

·  Support in high schools for improved teaching - literacy, coaches, Workshops

·  New structural approaches needed 
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Why small high schools?

· Increased sense of belonging for students and staff

· High expectations for students and work

· a culture of depth over breadth and on-going self-reflection

· student-centered instruction and inquiry-based learning

· on-going self-assessment by students and teachers

· school climate that supports a professional learning community for adults and an engaging learning environment for students

· increased parental involvement and community collaboration

· locally generated professional development correlated to capacity-building and improved instruction

[Slide 4:]

Lessons learned 

· When small high schools are:

· teacher-designed

· have more control over budget, time, curriculum, staffing and instruction

· the differences in student achievement can be significant.
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Lessons Learned (cont.)

· Small schools can be an effective strategy for improvement of large high schools.

· Small learning communities can result in more personalization and improved instruction - if they are not layered onto a comprehensive school framework.

· Community involvement is an essential component of high school renewal.
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New high school policy for Boston

· District high schools will divide into small schools or small learning communities

· Small schools or small learning communities will all be grade 9-12

· Six new high schools will be created at West Roxbury and Hyde Park Highs

·  A new Policy for Ungraded High Schools is now being considered
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Challenges 

· Continuing the scale-up of teaching and learning for all students to get all students to proficiency and narrow the achievement gaps

· Aligning central office support and resources

· Developing interventions for over-age and other youth at risk of not graduating

· Engaging more students in the reform effort

· Building community support and demand for high school renewal
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Importance of Partnerships

· New partnerships - with families, community-based organizations, and businesses - focused on smaller schools

· Partnerships at all levels closely aligned to learning priorities and themes in schools

· Emphasis in partnerships of bringing students into workplaces and bringing community into schools

