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Workplace Skill Requirement Changes
Two pie charts representing proportions of jobs that are unskilled, skilled, or professional, for both the years nineteen fifty and nineteen ninety seven, left to right.  The left pie chart for nineteen fifty, starting from the top and working clockwise, has a green-gray Unskilled slice taking up sixty percent of the pie, followed by a black twenty percent Professional slice and a blue twenty percent Skilled slice.  By contrast, the right pie chart for nineteen ninety seven, starting from the top and working clockwise, has a green-gray Unskilled slice taking up twenty percent of the pie, a black twenty percent Professional slice and a blue sixty percent Skilled slice, meaning that the percentage of Professional jobs has remained constant but in nineteen ninety seven three out of five jobs were Skilled jobs and one out of five jobs were Unskilled, whereas in nineteen fifty the opposite was true: three out of five jobs were unskilled and one out of five jobs were skilled.    

Source: National Summit on Twenty-First Century Skills for Twenty-First Century Jobs.  

End of Pie Charts.
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High School Graduates Unprepared

· Seven out of ten students graduate without completing the courses needed to succeed in college or the workplace.

· Of those who go on to college, nearly half, forty-nine percent, require remedial courses.

· Eighty percent of manufacturers report shortages of qualified job candidates.  Employers in all sectors complain about: communication and math skills, problem-solving, decision making, conscientiousness, and dependability. 

· By the end of the decade we will face a shortage of 12 million qualified workers for the fastest-growing sectors of the job market.
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State Scholars Mission

Increase the percentage of high school graduates who complete the Scholars Core Course of Study.
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State Scholars Components
· Define a state’s Scholars course of study

· Pilot and replicate local Scholars initiatives

· Align public and private incentives with Scholars course 
of study completion

· Identify and secure public and private financial support for Scholars long-term implementation

· Evaluate program effectiveness using quantitative and qualitative measures
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State Scholars Core Course of Study

COURSES

English: English One, Two, Three, and Four; Four credits total

Mathematics: Algebra One, Geometry, Algebra Two; Three credits total

Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics; Three credits total

Social Studies: U.S. History, World History, World Geography, Economics, Government, Three and a half credits total

Languages other than English: Two credits in the same language, Two credits total

Total Credits: Fifteen and a half, although each state may specify additional credits.
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The Clifford Adelman Study - Findings
· The strongest predictor of college completion is a rigorous and challenging high school course of study.

· Most significantly, the higher the level of mathematics completed in secondary school, the stronger the continuing influence on bachelor’s degree completion.

· Experimental (lab) science coursework is the second most significant factor in determining whether or not students will complete college.

Source: Answers in the Tool Box by Clifford Adelman, June Nineteen Ninety Nine
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State Scholars Have More Options

State Scholars Core Course of Study can prepare a student for the following after high school:

· A four-year college

· A community or technical college

· Either the civilian or military work force
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Maryland Business Roundtable for Education: Achievement Counts campaign:
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Achievement Counts campaign: Integrated components

· Maryland Scholars, Middle School, Eighth Graders

· Speakers’ Bureau, High School, Ninth Graders

· Teen Web, High School, Ninth through Twelfth Graders

· Parents Count, Middle School, for Parents
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Achievement Counts campaign: Integrated components, a closer look at the Maryland Scholars middle school program for eighth graders, whose box is larger, shaded, and has a shadow.  The other boxes: the Speakers’ Bureau, Teen Web, and Parents Count still retain the same look.
[Slide Twelve]

Speakers’ Bureau and Maryland Scholars, Year Two Thousand and Three Districts

Ninth-grade Speakers’ Bureaus were in Allegheny, Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Cecil, Garrett, Kent, Montgomery, Prince George’s, Saint Mary’s, and Washington counties and the city of Baltimore.

Eighth-grade Maryland Scholars’ were in Frederick and Harford Counties.
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Speakers’ Bureau and Maryland Scholars, Year Two Thousand and Four Districts

Ninth-grade Speakers’ Bureaus were in Allegheny, Baltimore, Garrett, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Saint Mary’s counties and the city of Baltimore..

Eighth-grade Maryland Scholars’ were in Anne Arundel, Carroll, Cecil, Frederick, Harford, Kent, and Washington counties.
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Maryland Scholars Grassroots and Policy
Community-level Grassroots

· Presentations

· Incentives & supports to stay on track

· Recognition for seniors

· Workplace experiences, internships, mentoring

· Preferred employment opportunities

· Private scholarship opportunities

State-level Policy

· Large-scale merit-based financial aid opportunities

· Default graduation plan

· Automatic admission policies
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State Scholars Focus

STUDENT CLASS RANKING

· Upper Twenty-Five Percent: Minor focus, majority already motivated

· Middle Fifty Percent: Major focus, greatest opportunity

· Lower Twenty-Five Percent: Special challenges
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Achievement Counts campaign:   Integrated components, a closer look at the Speakers’ Bureau high school program for ninth graders, whose box is larger, shaded, and has a shadow.  The other boxes: the Maryland Scholars, Teen Web, and Parents Count still retain the same look.
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Speakers’ Bureau and Maryland Scholars, Year Two Thousand and Three Districts

Ninth-grade Speakers’ Bureaus were in Allegheny, Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Cecil, Garrett, Kent, Montgomery, Prince George’s, Saint Mary’s, and Washington counties and the city of Baltimore.

Eighth-grade Maryland Scholars’ were in Frederick and Harford Counties.
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Speakers’ Bureau and Maryland Scholars, Year Two Thousand and Four Districts

Ninth-grade Speakers’ Bureaus were in Allegheny, Baltimore, Garrett, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Saint Mary’s counties and the city of Baltimore..

Eighth-grade Maryland Scholars’ were in Anne Arundel, Carroll, Cecil, Frederick, Harford, Kent, and Washington counties.
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A grouped vertical bar graph, not drawn to scale, depicting the expansion of the Achievement Counts campaign from the years Nineteen Ninety Nine to Two Thousand and Three.  In two thousand and three, there were one hundred and forty schools in thirteen Maryland counties and the city of Baltimore, twelve hundred speakers, and fifty thousand students participating.  Although without precise statistics, the message that the campaign has grown steadily since Nineteen Ninety Nine is clear.
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Achievement Counts campaign:  Integrated components, a closer look at the Teen Web high school program for ninth through twelfth graders, whose box is larger, shaded, and has a shadow.  The other boxes: the Maryland Scholars, Speakers’ Bureau, and Parents Count still retain the same look.
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Teen Web
[A depiction of what a user would see looking at the computer monitor while browsing the Teen Web website, Web site address not shown in slide.]
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Achievement Counts campaign:  Integrated components, a closer look at the Parents Count middle school program for parents, whose box is larger, shaded, and has a shadow.  The other boxes: the Maryland Scholars, Speakers’ Bureau, and Teen Web still retain the same look.
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[A depiction of what a user would see looking at the computer monitor while browsing the Parents Count Web site at http://www.mbrt.org/parents.]
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[Two Parents Count posters]

Text:  “See Mom (or Dad).  See Mom (or Dad) help.  See Mom (or Dad) help her (or his) child succeed.  Let’s face it: helping your children succeed in school has never been easy.  And today, its tougher than ever, given the complex issues facing our kids and the demands on your time at home and work.  What can parents do?  The Maryland Business Roundtable for Education’s “Parents Count” website offers parents pointers on everything from the basics – reading, writing, and math – to technology at your child’s school.   It’s all part of an effort to let parents and students know about the vital connection between school performance and success at work – and in life.  Being a parent may be the toughest job you’ve ever had, but it’s also the most rewarding.  And “Parents Count” can help to make it just a little bit easier.  Visit www.mbrt.org/parents.”  Concludes with Maryland Business Roundtable’s Achievement Counts logo.
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Scholars Difference

Two vertical bar graphs, from left to right, State Scholars’ Difference on the American College Test: two point six points and State Scholars’ Difference on the Scholastic Achievement Test, one hundred and two points.

The left bar graph compares average American College Test scores (from seventeen point five to twenty-two point zero points in increments of one half point, Y axis, with average scores on each bar), from left to right, for Scholar Graduates and Non-Scholar Graduates (X axis).  The Scholar Graduates averaged twenty-one point eight points on the A.C.T. whereas the non-Scholar graduates averaged nineteen point two points, or two point six points less.  No source listed.  End of first bar graph.

The right bar graph compares average Scholastic Achievement Test scores (from eight hundred to nine hundred and eighty in increments of twenty, Y axis, with average scores on each bar), from left to right, for Scholar Graduates and Non-Scholar Graduates.  The Scholar Graduates averaged nine hundred and sixty-six points on the S.A.T. whereas the non-Scholar graduates averaged eight hundred and sixty four points, or one hundred and two points less.  No source listed.  End of second bar graph.
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Arkansas Course Completion
This is a grouped vertical bar graph comparing the percentages of Arkansas Scholar graduates (from zero to one hundred percent in increments of ten percent, Y axis, data only precise to these increments) in the years, from left to right, of nineteen ninety and two thousand, grouped by, from left to right, Geometry, Algebra Two, Trigonometry or Pre-Calculus, Chemistry and Physics (X axis).

Whereas sixty percent of Arkansas Scholar graduates in nineteen ninety took geometry, between eighty-five and ninety percent took it in two thousand.   Whereas almost fifty percent of Arkansas Scholar took Algebra Two in nineteen ninety, at least seventy percent took it in two thousand.  Whereas less than thirty percent of Arkansas Scholar graduates took trigonometry or pre-calculus in nineteen ninety, almost forty percent took it in two thousand.  Whereas slightly more than thirty percent of Arkansas Scholar graduates took chemistry in nineteen ninety, over sixty percent took it in two thousand.  Finally, whereas slightly over ten percent of Arkansas Scholar graduates in nineteen ninety took physics, over thirty percent took it in two thousand.

Source: Council of Chief State School Officers, State Indicators of Science and Mathematics Education, Year Two Thousand and One.  

End of bar graph.
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Texas Course Completion
This is a grouped vertical bar graph comparing the numbers of Texas Scholars students (from zero to two hundred and fifty thousand in increments of fifty thousand, Y axis, data only precise to these increments)  in the years, from left to right, nineteen ninety seven and two thousand and one, grouped by the subjects Geometry, Algebra, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Chemistry, and Physics (X axis).

Whereas one hundred and fifty thousand Texas Scholars students took Geometry in nineteen ninety seven, approximately two hundred and twenty thousand took it in two thousand and one.  Whereas approximately one hundred and thirty thousand Texas Scholars students took Algebra One or Two in nineteen ninety seven, over one hundred and fifty thousand took it in two thousand and one.  Whereas almost fifty thousand Texas Scholars students took pre-calculus in nineteen ninety seven, over sixty thousand took it in two thousand and one.  Whereas between five and ten thousand Texas Scholars students took calculus in nineteen ninety seven, between ten and fifteen thousand took it in two thousand and one.  Whereas approximately one hundred and twenty-five thousand Texas Scholars students took chemistry in nineteen ninety seven, over one hundred and fifty thousand took it in two thousand and one.  Finally, whereas only forty thousand Texas Scholars students took physics in nineteen ninety four, between sixty and seventy thousand took it in two thousand and one.  

Source: Texas Education Agency, Academic Excellence Indicator System Data for Academic Year Two Thousand and One to Two Thousand and Two.

End of bar graph.
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Scholars Initiatives Activities
· Community ownership

· Data reporting system

· Student support

· Senior recognition

· Policy in development

· One or more systemic incentives

· Significant funding source beyond the Center for State Scholars

[Slide Twenty-Nine]

State Scholars Partners
[Map of the single land mass of the forty-eight states and the District of Columbia, with Alaska and Hawaii separate, to communicate visually in addition to words.  The original states are red, the first round of states are in orange, the second round of states are navy blue, and unrelated states are gold.]

· Original States: Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee

· First Round of States: Indiana, Maryland, Oklahoma, Rhode Island

· Second Round of States: Connecticut, Kentucky, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, Washington state
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[Maryland Business Roundtable for Education logo]

June Streckfus

Executive Director of the Maryland Business Roundtable

June@mbrt.org 

Telephone number: 410-727-0448

http://www.mbrt.org 

