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Student Preparation Team

Oklahoma Educational Planning and Assessment System (OK EPAS)

· OK EPAS includes EXPLORE for eighth graders and PLAN for tenth graders. 

· Any school, public or private, may choose to participate in EPAS at no cost if they agree to administer both EXPLORE and PLAN and make them available to all students.  

· Goals of EPAS include:

· To prepare all students to pursue their after high school plans;

· To help improve student mastery of those higher-order thinking skills necessary for successful transition into higher education and the workplace;

· To use assessment to inform teaching, learning, program design and evaluation; and

· To increase students’ access to postsecondary education and expand their career options through stronger preparation.

· Anticipated Outcomes of EPAS:

· Students will be informed early regarding their readiness for postsecondary education and work;

· Students will know early on expectations for their postsecondary academic performance and can choose appropriate high school courses;

· Greater numbers of students will be prepared to enter the workforce successfully.

· A wide variety of strategies are utilized to help schools fully utilize the wealth of information provided through the EXPLORE and PLAN assessments.  These strategies include:

· Annual regional OK EPAS workshops for counselors, administrators and teachers.

· Brief and informative documents about OK EPAS and its uses.

· Communication with all superintendents, high school and middle school principals about the importance of appropriate use of OK EPAS feedback and its potential impact on student learning.

· Communication includes site visits by staff, onsite professional development, web site, direct mail, presentations at educator conferences, and many other opportunities.

· Priority is given to districts/sites requesting a series of training events rather than an isolated presentation related to using EPAS feedback.

· During the 2004-2005 school year, over 85% of the state’s public schools and private schools are participating in OK EPAS.  

· The eighth and tenth grade students in the participating public schools represent approximately 97% of the eighth and tenth grade public school student population of the state.

For more information, please contact: Dr. Cindy Brown, Senior Coordinator for Student Preparation - cbrown@osrhe.edu – 405-225-9156.  You may also contact one of our Student Preparation Field Coordinators:

North of I-40
Daniel Craig
dcraig@osrhe.edu
405-306-1707
405-282-8259

South of I-40
Johnny Morrow
jmorrow@osrhe.edu
405-306-1706
580-482-6240

