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Career Edge Academies – For the New World of Work

Today’s world of work is constantly changing.  So, how do high school students become better informed about these ever-changing careers and better prepared with the skills for success?  How do students get an Edge for this New World of Work?  And, what are the benefits that motivate students to become involved in programs designed to prepare them for their future?

Career Edge Academy programs respond to these many questions.  They represent a vision and major collaborative initiative between Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and area high schools, Grant Wood Area Education Agency, The Workplace Learning Connection, and business partners.  Career Edge Academy programs are designed as tech prep (2+2+2) programs and serve nearly 1,100 students in academies such as; Local Area Networking, Health Sciences, Engineering & Engineering Technology, Automotive Technology, Graphics & Media Communication, and Early Childhood Education.   

Each Career Edge Academy program has been designed around essential core elements:

· A planned sequence of quality career and rigorous academic courses

· Articulated and/or dual credit for academy courses

· Work-based learning experiences  

· Competency certificates validating course learning outcomes

· Secondary and postsecondary faculty collaboration 

· Professional development for academy faculty

· Career Edge Academy advisory committees 

· Multiple student options after high school for work or further education

· Scholarships 

Support from Kirkwood Community College has been a key element for program development, implementation, coordination, and marketing.  Career Edge Academies are giving students an Edge for the New World of Work
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