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Steve Newman’s Background

· Director of Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program (KEMTP)

· Member of national Content Expert/Employer Panel in mathematics for the American Diploma Project (ADP)

· Member of Kentucky group that developed college readiness standards in mathematics based on ADP benchmarks
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Purpose of the KEMTP

The KEMTP test gives high school sophomores and juniors a realistic assessment of their mathematical preparation for college early enough so they can take corrective action while still in high school.
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About the KEMTP

· The KEMTP was created by the 2000 Kentucky General Assembly.

· The KEMTP test is the only test of its kind in the nation to be offered online. Its address:  http://www.mathclass.org.

· The KEMTP is a partnership between NKU and University of Kentucky (UK), which supplies online support.
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Method for Showing Effectiveness

· UK developed a simple method for showing effectiveness of KEMTP test.

· Students in elementary calculus at UK, and college algebra at UK and NKU, are given 12 or 15 randomly selected KEMTP test questions at beginning of semester.

· Scores on this test are compared with final grades in the course.
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Elementary Calculus at UK: 
2423 Students (4 Semesters)

	Score
	%(A)
	%(A,B)
	%(A,B,C)
	Number

	>70%
	33
	50
	65
	765

	50-70%
	12
	26
	43
	1004

	<50%
	6
	14
	30
	654
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College Algebra at UK:
1119 Students (2 Semesters)

	Score
	%(A)
	%(A,B)
	%(A,B,C)
	Number

	>70%
	43
	65
	78
	51

	50-70%
	25
	50
	70
	279

	30-49%
	15
	36
	56
	411

	<30%


	6


	20
	42
	378
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College Algebra at NKU:
327 Students (2 Semesters)

	Score
	%(A)
	%(A,B)
	%(A,B,C)
	Number

	>70%
	33
	59
	74
	27

	50-70%
	19
	42
	56
	89

	30-49%
	6
	14
	29
	133

	<30%
	3
	10
	27
	78
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Spring 2002 Calculus:
156 UK Students

	Score
	%(A)
	%(A,B)
	%(A,B,C)
	Number

	>80%
	23
	54
	82
	56

	65-80%
	14
	34
	52
	65

	<65%
	0
	9
	20
	35
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Kentucky College Readiness Standards

Kentucky has developed some college readiness standards in mathematics by breaking the ADP benchmarks into three categories: essential gateway skills, valuable but not essential skills, and advanced skills.
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KEMTP Test Advantages

· The KEMTP test effectively and exclusively tests the essential gateway skills.

· The KEMTP test gives students feedback about their performance relative to ADP benchmarks.

Slide 12:

Conclusions

· The Kentucky college mathematics community has determined very specifically what students need to know to be successful in college mathematics classes.

· Kentucky K-12 mathematics standards are being revised and the college readiness standards are being considered in the process.

