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DUAL/CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT AT-A-GLANCE
PROGRAMS

Dual enrollment programs, administered by state and local
education agencies or individual postsecondary institutions, Student Mix: High School and College

can be classified as either singleton’, comprehensive’ or

Location of Program: College or High School

Instructor: High School or College

enhanced’ comprehensive creditbased transition programs.
Dual enrollment programs allow high school students to Course Content: College Class
simultaneously earn credit toward a high school diploma and a

postsecondary degree or certificate. Dual enrollment programs How Credits Are Earned: Through course
may also give high school students firsthand exposure to the completion
requirements of college-level work.
Degree of Intensity: Middle to High depending on
Dual credit or concurrent enrollment courses are actual college program
courses-rather than college-like or college-level- and usually

result in students' grades being recorded on a college transcript

from the sponsoring postsecondary institution. Many dual Some dual enrollment programs teach high school students

enrollment programs offer free tuition for college classes to separately, in their own classes, while others combine high

participating students, and students can accumulate college school students and college students in the same course. Many

credit, in some cases up to almost a full year's worth prior fo dual enrollment courses use the identical course content as

entering college. Dual enrollment programs vary depending on traditional college courses, often requiring students to take the

1 . m ms and compl m ignmen i
their individual state and local program requirements for same exams and complete the same assignments as their

enrollment, program structures and funding streams’ college-aged counterparts. Other programs choose to use a
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modified format, whereby the course is specially designed for

Students are typically admitted as non-degree students to the high school students.

postsecondary institution offering the dual enrollment course,

sometimes even receiving college identification cards and Students who take dual enrollment courses have been

access to college facilities and events. Students' experiences in traditionally high-achieving students. However, many dual

dual enrollment programs vary greatly from program to enrollment programs are beginning to target middle-to low-

program. Dual enrollment courses can be offered on a college achieving students who are not generally seen as college-bound.

campus or at the high school, and courses can be taught by The goal of dual enrollment programs is to give high school

regular college faculty or by specially certified high school students the chance to take college level classes, and possibly

earn college credit, as well as expose students to the college
teachers.

campus and environment.

"This fact sheet on Dual/Concurrent Enrollment was prepared under contract for the U.S. Department of Education by DTI Associates, Inc. (DTI) and the
Community College Research Center, Teachers College, Columbia University (CCRC). The purpose of this fact sheet, and others related to this project, is to
give a broad overview and description of the types of programs that the Accelerating Student Success project is studying. For more information on the
Accelerating Student Success study, please see the study's webpage on the U.S. Department of Education's website at:
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/cclo/cbtrans/index.html.

*Singleton programs are credit-based transition programs that focus on exposing students to college-level academics, and providing them with the option of
taking one or more college-level classes that may allow them to earn college credit.

’Comprehensive credit-based transition programs provide students with academic preparation, exposure to rigorous coursework through multiple college-level
courses, and the ability to earn college credit.

‘Enhanced comprehensive credit-based transition programs combine all the components of a comprehensive program with additional activities and support

services for students such as counseling, assistance with applications, mentoring and general support.

*For more information on dual enrollment policies in the 50 states, see State Dual Envollment Policies: Addressing Access and Quality, which can be accessed
from the Accelerating Student Success study's webpage at: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/cclo/cbtrans/index.html.





