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Accreditation and Quality Assurance:

Other Quality Assurance Provisions

Quality assurance takes several forms in the U.S. education system.  The approval of institutions and programs is generally undertaken by state agencies and accrediting agencies, with the latter also responsible for the establishment and maintenance of academic and administrative standards.  Professional and academic disciplinary associations also play a role in influencing and assessing quality.  Educational potential, progress, and outcomes, as well as inputs and outputs, are measured by surveys, studies, tests, and other assessments at the national, regional, state and institutional levels.

QUALITY ASSURANCE RESOURCES

Structure of U.S. Education provides information and resources on many assessment, evaluation, and standards activities in U.S. education at all levels.

ORGANIZATIONS

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) is a national organization providing extensive resources and information on the technical and managerial aspects of academic decision-making at all levels. 

Association for Institutional Research (AIR) is a national association of professional analysts, located at academic institutions, who conduct research to advise their institutions on quality issues including admissions, facilities, staffing, management, and costs, among others, and who also conduct comparative and benchmarking studies.

Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) is an organization promoting the principles and practice of fund-raising, public relations, and alumni relations, all of which are important to building and maintaining quality in autonomous higher education institutions.

Society for College and University Planning (SCUP) is an academic strategic planning organization that provides information and resources on the practice of planning and assessing institutional academics, facilities, finances, strategies and other services.

INTERNATIONAL QUALITY ASSURANCE

Center for Quality Assurance in International Education (CQAIE) is a U.S. based organization providing information and resources on quality assurance, globalization, and standard-setting.

International Network of Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) is a global organization of national quality assurance and accreditation authorities dedicated to improving practices and information-sharing.  Several recognized U.S. accrediting agencies plus the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) are members of INQAAHE.

UNESCO Higher Education Quality Assurance and Recognition Activity provides information and resources on UNESCO initiatives in quality assurance, including the global network of recognition information agreements and capacity-building projects. 
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