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Structure of the U.S. Education System:

Progressing Through the System

The following data sources provide an overview of U.S. students and adults at various stages of the education system.  Due to privacy laws, the United States does not collect educational flow data on all of its citizens.  Voluntary surveys are conducted for various purposes, and voluntary longitudinal studies are also conducted.

early Childhood  

NCES Early Childhood Fast Facts provides links to brief reports summarizing data findings on various aspects of early childhood education.

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study (ECLS) provides data on a representative cohort of young children (14,000 infants born in 2001) who are being followed from birth through kindergarten (preschool).

School-LEVEL STATISTICS

Digest of Education Statistics, Chapter 2 provides currently available data on all aspects of schooling, including enrollments, attendance, teachers, school completion,  governance and finance, compulsory education, and state minimum curriculum requirements by state and territory.

NCES Elementary/Secondary Fast Facts provides links to brief reports summarizing data findings on various aspects of early childhood education.

NCES Elementary/Secondary Education Page provides information and links to a variety of longitudinal and periodic studies dealing with school teaching, students, facilities, finance and related topics.

Adult Basic Education/Adult Literacy

Adult Education Facts at a Glance provides information and links on adult literacy, basic education, and workforce training.

National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) provides data from a nationally representative sample (19,000 adults, including 1,200 incarcerated inmates) of working and non-working persons over age 16.

CAREER & TECHNICAL (Vocational) Education

NCES Career and Technical Education Statistics is a compilation of data from a variety of NCES surveys and studies pertaining to career and technical education at both the secondary and postsecondary levels.

National Assessment of Vocational Education (NAVE) links to a major national study of the status and prospects for career and technical education at both the secondary and postsecondary levels.

Postsecondary Education 

Digest of Education Statistics, Chapter 3 provides currently available data on all aspects of postsecondary education of all levels and types, including institutions,  faculty, enrollments, degree completions by subject and level, governance and finance and other topics.

NCES Postsecondary Fast Facts provides links to brief reports summarizing data findings on various aspects of postsecondary enrollment, persistence, outcomes and finance.

Adult Continuing Education

Adult Education Participation provides data from a nationally representative sample of 8,904 adults involved in various types of adult and continuing education activities.

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

NIDRR Research and Statistics Page provides information and links to important national datasets and other resources on all aspects of special education.

Disability Statistics Center is a federally funded research program providing comprehensive data on state and national disability services and beneficiaries.  Free login is simple and exists to protect data privacy.

IDEAdata is a database of comprehensive federal and state statistics concerning the implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act with respect to schools and children.

Vocational Rehabilitation and Wage Statistics provides links to data from recent and current years for state vocational rehabilitation services partially or fully funded by the federal government.

OUTCOMES, WORK AND CENSUS DATA 

Digest of Education Statistics, Chapter 5 provides currently available data on the outcomes of education, including the transition to working life.

National Household Education Survey (NHES) provides data on a variety of educational attainment topics based on population surveys conducted by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in cooperation with NCES.

Educational Indicators

The Condition of Education is the annual federal compendium of education indicators.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is an annual survey of educational attainment in reading, mathematics, science, writing, U.S. history, civics, geography and – as of 2006 – economics by school-age children.  It is conducted as series of subject tests given to nationally representative samples of school students in year 4, 8 and 12.

International Assessment Programs provides information and links to international comparative assessments in which the United States participates, including PISA and others.
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