Education News Parents Can Use.

Transcript of an except from the November 15, 2005 edition of Education News Parents Can Use (www.connectlive.com/events/ednews/).  

This excerpt from that show features Assistant Secretary John H. Hager and Deputy Assistant Secretary Troy R. Justesen from the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), as well as interviews with educators, a community leader, and a student. 

Hello, everyone, and welcome to the November edition of Education News Parents Can Use.

This month, we observe a very important milestone in education, the 30th anniversary of the law now known as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA.

Now we’ve seen much progress in the last three decades, thanks to IDEA.

The majority of American children with disabilities are now being educated in their neighborhood schools, and in regular classrooms, alongside their non-disabled peers.

John Hager: “You know, before IDEA, many children were denied access to education and to the opportunities to learn. And today, through IDEA, we have some 200,000 students being served by early intervention services…”

Among its many innovations, the No Child Left Behind Act for the first time includes students with special needs in requirements for testing, reporting and progress accountability.

Research has shown that many students referred for special education really just lack reading skills, the gateway to learning all else.

Troy Justesen: “The IDEA and NCLB are two statutes that were not developed in isolation. Both Congress and the Administration recognized that we have a great opportunity to mesh the two laws together, one building upon the other. The No Child Left Behind is a systemic school-wide, District-wide and state-wide accountability system to improve schools for all children. The IDEA is the support system behind that, making sure that both parents and children with disabilities received the individualized instruction that they need to benefit from the outcomes that No Child Left Behind is building for us.”

Excellence and equity – that is the theme and focus of Public School 29 in Yonkers, N.Y. With an extremely diverse population, including almost one third of its students qualifying for special education, and many of them autistic, P.S. 29 has maintained a commitment to high expectations for all of its students. That commitment, and a performance record to back it up, has helped to make it a No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School. 

Principal Marilyn Walder: “We believe that every person should be challenged to their optimum level of achievement. And we really, really believe that we should raise the bar continuously as children learn and achieve. We do not minimize efforts for any child, and we do not lower standards. 

Connie Hawkins, executive director of the Exceptional Children's Assistance Center in Davidson, North Carolina: “When schools are educating their special ed students very, very well with high expectations, research-based practices, kids doing really well, all kids in the building are doing well. And I think our schools are an example – when all children are being served well, kids are being educated.”

Host Doris McMillon: “Lee, let me ask you a question. You had to face some learning challenges, but you were able to succeed in school, you were the valedictorian of your graduating class in 2001 at Cardozo Senior High School, here in Washington, D.C. What would you say was the secret of your success?”

Lee Alderman, student: “A lot of teachers had motivated me and told me that if I tried hard I could reach my potential and I could achieve a lot of things if I worked at it and never gave up.”

Jennifer Gill, Principal, Oak Park Elementary in Overland, Kansas: “I feel like it’s important for parents to know that they are a part of a team. We’re not adversaries, we’re not advocates, we’re all part of the same team, because what we’re wanting is the success of that child. And if we all do our jobs, that will happen.”

Troy Justesen: “It’s important to understand that everyone is involved in the best outcome for the child. And the best outcome for the child is a happy, healthy adult, who happens to live where they choose doing what they choose to do, and having a society that embraces that, that embraces differences of all kinds, and truly embraces what it means to have a disability in this country. We have made great successes in our public school systems, and now we’re building on where we can go in the future.”

