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Frequently Asked Questions

1. Question:  Several grantees described difficulties they encountered in obtaining data on state assessments in reading/language arts and mathematics.  In one case, the grantee’s state had discontinued its assessment for at least a year; in another case, the state was adopting a new assessment that would not be in place before the due date of the APR; in a third situation, the state had an assessment, but had not established a proficient level.  The grantees wanted to know how to report on these circumstances in field #17 (At Risk:  Reading/Language Arts or Math Proficiency Not Achieved) and fields #38 and #39 (Met HS State Academic Achievement Standard at Proficient Level—Reading/Language Arts [#38] and Math [#39]).  The grantees also asked whether a project would be able to earn prior experience (PE) points under these circumstances.
Answer:  Field #17 is one of three fields that show whether a given student, at time of initial selection, meets the definition in the program regulations for individuals in regular Upward Bound who have a high risk for academic failure (¶645.6 (b)).  The program regulations remain in effect regardless of the situation of a given state.  If, due to circumstances in the state, a project cannot indicate whether a given student has achieved at the proficient level on state assessments in reading/language arts or math, then the project should use option 8, Not applicable, which we have expanded to include the circumstances cited in the “Question” above. While a “Not applicable” response in field #17 does not indicate high-risk status, fields #18 and #19, covering GPA and algebra or pre-algebra coursework, may do so for a given student.
The Department uses fields #38 and #39 to calculate PE points for the objective on academic performance on standardized tests.  A given student counts towards meeting the project’s target for this objective only if the fields indicate that the student met the proficient level on state high school assessments.  If such assessments do not currently exist, or if the state has not established a proficient level, a project generally cannot indicate that a student has achieved the proficient level on both types of state assessments. Note, however, the timeframe discussed for these fields in Section II of the APR.  While the objective on standardized tests is calculated only for seniors, meeting the assessment in an earlier high school year is acceptable.  If the state had an assessment in an earlier year, and if the student met the proficient standard while the assessment was still in effect, he or she would count towards the project’s objective for standardized tests.  

Note that the objective for standardized tests counts for 1.5 points in a given assessment year—less than do some other objectives, which count for 3 points.  In fields #38 and #39, as in field #17, we have expanded the “Not applicable” option to include the circumstances cited in the “Question” above. For more information on PE calculations, be sure to consult the ”Policies and Procedures for Prior Experience (PE) Assessments -- Appendix to UB-UBMS APR,” found at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/trioupbound/report.html or http://www2.ed.gov/programs/triomathsci/report.html.
