
Virginia Department of Education
 Private School Equitable Services Working Group
Overview
· The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) established a Private School Equitable Services Working Group (Working Group), in the fall of 2013, to enhance communication and collaboration among nonprofit private schools, VDOE, and school divisions.   
· The Working Group addresses issues including the provision of services to private school students and teachers through programs authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); the administration of the federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program; nonpublic school information sharing, such as contact information and enrollment statistics; and other issues identified by the Working Group.
· The Working Group is coordinated by the VDOE’s private school liaison and convenes four times a year. Meetings are held in-person and virtually via web conference for members who are unable to attend on site.  

· Working Group membership currently includes VDOE staff that oversee ESEA and IDEA programs, public school officials,  and representatives from the Virginia Council for Private Education, the Office of Education for the Catholic Diocese of Arlington, and the Office of Education for the Catholic Diocese of Richmond. Additional members may be added over time.

Additional Information
· The VDOE maintains a website that contains resources to facilitate proper implementation of ESEA and IDEA equitable services. Specifically, the website includes a memorandum issued by the superintendent of public instruction and a webpage with links to relevant statutes and technical assistance.
· Questions regarding equitable services and the Working Group should be directed to Christopher Kelly, Education Coordinator, Office of Program Administration and Accountability, VDOE. 
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