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Amy Huber:  Thank you, welcome everyone!

Thank you for joining the Office of Non-Public Education, for a webinar on the equitable participation of private school students and teachers in federal education programs under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, known as ESEA.

Hello, my name is Amy Huber.  I am an Education Program Specialist in the Office of Non-Public Education.

The webinar will last approximately one hour and 30 minutes.  Before we get started, we would like to address a few of the webinar tools that participants can access during the presentation. 

The materials, for today’s presentation were sent out to all registered participants this morning through the ONPE@ED.GOV email address.

If you did not receive the materials and would like to receive them, please send an email message to ONPE@ED.GOV, requesting the materials.

Today’s webinar is being recorded.  If you do not wish to participate in the recording, you may exit the webinar now.

A transcript of the webinar recording will be posted on the Equitable Services Implementation Plan website, under Technical Assistance, Webinars, ESEA.  Information about upcoming ESEA webinars can also be found on this web page.

During the webinar you can use the Chat feature to send a comment, ask a question, or let us know if you are experiencing technical difficulties.  

To use the Chat feature, first select the drop down “Send to” menu to select to whom you would like to send your message:  You can select the host/presenter, a webinar participant, or everyone.  

Then, type your message in the text box and click “Send.” 

Today we will also use the polling feature.  The polling feature allows us to ask specific questions to which participants may respond.

I will now put the first polling query on the screen.  The query is:  Please rate your knowledge and understanding of equitable services to private school students, teachers and families.

· Beginner (little to no knowledge),
· Advanced (some basic knowledge and experience),
· Expert (considerable knowledge, understanding and experience).
 I will wait a few minutes for you to respond.

Thank you for participating in the poll.  And now I would like to share the results with you.

Excuse me for one moment.

The webinar will address the obligations of the State and local educational agencies, SEAs/LEAs in providing for the equitable participation of private school students and teachers in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, ESEA programs requiring their participation.

I am joined by my colleague, Maureen Dowling, director of the Office of Non-Public Education.

So, what will we cover in today’s webinar?  
First, we will discuss the mission and activities of the Office of Non-Public Education, also known as ONPE, and the Equitable Services Implementation Plan, known as ESIP. 

Second, we will address the federal education programs available to private school students and teachers and the obligations of State and local agencies, referred to as “SEAs” and “LEAs,” in implementing these programs. The requirements for LEAs to engage in timely and meaningful consultation will be emphasized. 

Third, we will focus on a few select programs and describe the specific benefits for the private school students and teachers and allowable activities under these programs.  

Finally, as time permits, we will respond to your questions.

I would like to turn the webinar presentation over to Maureen Dowling, director of the Office of Non-Public Education to provide an overview of ONPE and ESIP.

Maureen Dowling:  Thank you, Amy, and welcome to all our Webinar participants.

The Office of Non-Public Education is the liaison office for the U.S. Department of Education to the nonpublic school community including independent private schools, faith-based private schools and home schools.

ONPE’s mission is to facilitate the maximum participation of nonpublic school students and teachers in federal education programs and initiatives.  

ONPE has published a postcard, which appears on this slide.

ONPE advocates on behalf of nonpublic schools offering advice and guidance within the Department on all matters affecting nonpublic education. 

We also communicate with national, State and local nonpublic school associations on matters affecting nonpublic education.  One of the ways we accomplish this is by hosting meetings throughout the year between Department leadership and nonpublic school leaders.

ONPE provides technical assistance through workshops and publications for SEAs, LEAs and nonpublic school officials.

At ONPE, not only do we seek to maximize equitable participation of private school students and teachers in federal programs and initiatives, we are mindful of the independence and autonomy of private schools and consider that as we advocate on behalf of the nonpublic school community.

The ONPE team seeks to be a resource to SEAs, LEAs and nonpublic school officials as related to the implementation of federal education programs for eligible private school students and teachers.  In this regard, we work collaboratively within the Department of Education, with the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, the Office of the General Counsel and many more.  In this way, we can provide thorough and accurate information to all stakeholders. 

The backside of the postcard provides a snap shot of nonpublic school statistics.

About 4.7 million students attend private schools.  This equates to approximately 9.5 percent of all U.S. elementary and secondary school students.

There are about 1.5 million students who are homeschooled.

On the lower left hand side of the postcard is the contact information for ONPE.  We are very easy to reach.  You can email ONPE at ONPE@ED.GOV.  If you call us, please note that we are located in Washington, D.C. on Eastern Standard Time zone.  
Please feel free to call and speak with a member of the ONPE staff.  We are always interested to hear from the public and are happy to assist you.

Another way to stay informed about federal education programs available to private school students and teachers as well as other issues of importance to the nonpublic school community is through the ONPE listserv. Information about the listserv is provided on the right hand side of the postcard.  The ONPE listserv provides timely updates on federal education programs and initiatives affecting nonpublic schools.  If you haven’t already, please consider subscribing to the ONPE listserv.

You can subscribe to the ONPE listserv on the ONPE website. The easiest way to access the ONPE website is by searching for ONPE at WWW.ED.GOV.

 

This slide demonstrates how to do this.  

First, go to WWW.ED.GOV.  

Second, enter “ONPE” in the search engine on the upper right hand side.

Several options will appear.  Please select the option for ONPE.

Then you will be directed to the ONPE website.

Once on the ONPE website, you can join the listserv by clicking on the “Join Our Listserv” button in the Section called “More Resources.”

Please note that on the ONPE website we offer more resources than just the ONPE listserv.

The ONPE website contains guidance and publications related to ESEA and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, IDEA.  The resources, ONPE postcard, guidance, and publications that we reference during this webinar are available on the ONPE website.

Amy Huber:  Thank you, Maureen, and now we would like to start the second polling question. 

Please indicate if you are aware of the U.S. Department of Education’s Equitable Services Implementation Plan, ESIP released on March 14th 2013. You may enter yes or no. 

Thank you very much for participating and it appears that we are almost evenly split. 

Maureen Dowling:  Let me just say a few words about the Equitable Services Implementation Plan which was released on March 14. 

The Equitable Services Implementation Plan, or the ESIP as we call it, is the United States Department of Education's plan to improve the implementation of equitable services requirements under the ESEA and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, IDEA, for those students who are enrolled in non‑profit, private elementary and secondary schools and as applicable, their teachers and parents.  

The plan itself, which is broader than this outline, has four general focus areas, including: outreach, promoting and encouraging promising practices, technical assistance, and monitoring.  And while the Office of Non-Public Education is the lead on this plan, we are collaborating with the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, and the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services; these are the other two major offices responsible for implementing this plan.  At the same time, we are also working with a number of other offices throughout the Department.

As part of the ESIP’s technical assistance, ONPE is hosting a series of webinars, including two more on ESEA and equitable services to private school students and teachers.  

On Wednesday, August 14, at 1:30 p.m., ONPE, in collaboration with the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education will host a webinar on Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Equitable Services to Private School Students, Teachers and Families.  

On Wednesday, August 21, at 1:30 p.m., ONPE, in collaboration with Office of Elementary and Secondary Education will host a webinar on Title III, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Equitable Services to Private School Students, Teachers and Families.  

If you join the ONPE listserv you will receive a listserv message informing you about these and providing links for you to register. At the same time you can go out to the ONPE website, click on Equitable Services Implementation Plan, click on Technical Assistance and then when you go to Technical Assistance you can click on Webinars. And under Webinars, we have these listed and closer to the dates of the actual Webinar presentations, you can actually register online through the ESIP website.

Alright, I’m going to turn the presentation back to Amy. 

Amy Huber:  Okay, so let’s turn our attention to the main topic of today’s presentation, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, ESEA, as reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, provides benefits to private school students, teachers and other education personnel, including those in religiously affiliated schools. These services are considered assistance to the students and teachers rather than the private schools themselves. The reauthorized ESEA requires equitable services for private school students, teachers and other education personnel in some of its major programs. 

Important to note, when the ESEA was first passed by Congress in 1965, private school students and teachers were eligible to participate in major programs authorized under the Act.  

Thus the equitable participation of private school students and teachers is not something new—it has been there from the start.

Please note that, for reference, we have included the corresponding ESEA statutory citations for you on each slide as appropriate.  In some cases, we have also included the citations to the Code of federal Regulations or CFR.

When the ESEA was reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, there were twelve major programs that required equitable participation of private school students, teachers and in some cases, families.  

This slide and the next one list those programs.

Under Title I, there are four programs, Improving Basic Programs Operated by LEAs (Part A), Reading First (Part B, Subpart 1), Even Start Family Literacy (Part B, Subpart 3), and the Education of Migratory Children (Part C).

Under Title II, Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High Quality Teachers and Principals, there are three programs, Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting Fund (Part A), Mathematics and Science Partnerships (Part B), and the Enhancing Education Through Technology (Part D).

Title III includes English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement Act (Part A).

The two programs under Title IV include Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities (Part A), and the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (Part B).

And finally under Title V, there are two programs, Innovative Programs (Part A), and Gifted and Talented Students (Part D, Subpart 6).  Both programs are no longer funded.

By way of background, there are two types of federal grants, formula grants and discretionary grants.  

A formula grant is an award that the Department makes based on a predetermined formula and in a non-competitive manner.  

These grants are administered by various program offices within the Department.  

Most of the Department’s formula grants are awarded to State agencies that administer various kinds of assistance, mostly to LEAs.  

Although these grants are not competitive, an entity—such as an SEA—must comply with the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements in order to receive an award.

Unlike under a formula grant, the Department makes discretionary grants competitively.  

The Department reviews applications for a discretionary grant through a formal process in accordance with the legislative and regulatory requirements and published selection criteria established for the program.  

The review process gives the Department discretion to determine which applications most effectively address the program requirements and are, therefore, worthy of funding.

Now we will address the Title IX, Part E, Uniform Provisions, Subpart 1, Private Schools, Participation by Private School Children and Teachers.  Title IX includes the requirements governing equitable participation of private school students, teachers, and other education personnel.

Of these twelve major programs listed on the previous slides, nine of them are governed by the Title IX Uniform Provisions, requiring equitable services for the private school students and teachers.  

When it comes to Title I, Part A Basic Programs and Title V, Part D, Subpart 6, Innovative Programs and Gifted and Talented Programs, the equitable service provisions are found within these titles.

That brings us to the general equitable service requirements, or what we might say as “equitable services requirements in a nutshell.”  

The obligation to initiate the consultation process lies with the LEA that is responsible for providing equitable services.  

In most cases, the LEA contacts the officials of private schools located within its jurisdiction to begin the consultation process on key issues that are relevant to the equitable participation of private school students, teachers and, in some cases, parents in the ESEA programs.  

If this does not occur, the private school official should contact the LEA in which their program is, in which their school is located and ask to speak to the individuals responsible for administering ESEA programs. 

We will address the specific requirements for timely and meaningful consultation in a few moments.

Under Title IX, local education agencies or other entities receiving federal financial assistance are required to provide services to eligible private school students, teachers and other personnel consistent with the number of eligible students enrolled in private elementary and secondary schools in the LEA, or in the geographic area served by another entity receiving federal financial assistance. 

These services and other benefits must be comparable to the services and other benefits provided to public school students and teachers participating in the program, and they must be provided in a timely manner.

LEAs are also required to: 

· Assess and address the needs of private school students and teachers;
· Provide benefits and services that meet the needs of private school students and teachers; and 
· Spend an equal amount of funds per student to provide services.
We will address each of these items in more detail throughout the PowerPoint presentation.

Generally, the LEA has the responsibility to implement the programs for private school teachers, students, teachers, and other education personnel.  However, in cases when the grant recipient is another entity, this responsibility becomes that of the SEA, educational service agency, institution of higher education, consortium of those agencies, or other entity that receives the grant.  If an LEA contracts with a third-party provider to provide services and benefits to the eligible private school students and teachers, the LEA remains responsible for ensuring that private school students and teachers receive equitable services and the requirements of the statute and regulations are met.

In carrying out the responsibility to provide equitable services to private school students and teachers, an LEA may establish policies that, for reasons of effectiveness, quality, cost, or other relevant factors, favor certain kinds of services and programs that the particular program statute authorizes and that meet the needs of the private school students and teachers.  However, an LEA may not establish a blanket rule that precludes certain services and programs that the statute otherwise authorizes and that meet the needs of the private school students and teachers.

Private school students who are enrolled in nonprofit private elementary and secondary schools, including those in religiously affiliated schools, located in the LEA generally are eligible to receive services from that LEA.  

Some ESEA programs restrict eligibility or participation to a particular group of students, in which case the eligibility or participation of the private school students likewise is restricted. 

A private school student’s residency is not a factor, even if the student resides in an LEA and/or State that is different from the LEA and/or State in which the private school is located.

We also receive questions regarding whether publicly placed students with disabilities who are enrolled in private nonprofit schools by their LEA of residence in order to receive FAPE under the IDEA are eligible to receive services under the equitable provisions of ESEA.  Publicly placed students with disabilities who are enrolled in private nonprofit schools by their LEA of residence are eligible to receive services.  The LEA in which the private school is located is responsible for providing equitable services for those programs requiring equitable participation. 

Meaningful and timely consultation is key to effective implementation of equitable services.

Meaningful consultation provides a genuine opportunity for all parties to express their views, to have their views seriously considered, and to discuss viable options for ensuring equitable participation of private school students, teachers, and other education personnel.  Adequate notice of such consultation is critical in ensuring meaningful consultation and the likelihood that those involved will be well prepared with the necessary information and data for decision-making.  Successful consultation establishes positive and productive work relationships, makes planning effective, and serves to ensure that the services provided meet the needs of eligible students. 

Section 9501(c) of ESEA requires that participants in consultation, in the consultation process include the LEA and appropriate private school officials during the design and development of the ESEA programs.  Private school officials can facilitate consultation by providing the LEA the names of the private school officials who should be included in the consultation process along with their roles and level of authority.

Consultation between the parties must occur before any decision is made that could affect the ability of the private school students, teachers and other education personnel to receive benefits under ESEA and must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities. 

Consultation generally must include discussion on such issues as: how students’ and/or teachers’ needs will be identified, in this regard private school officials bring to the consultation in the needs of their students and teachers as related to the particular program.  

The needs of the private school students’ and teachers’ drive the services, with the context of the program and the amount of funding available; what services will be offered; how and where the services will be provided.  During the consultation process, the LEA must discuss with the private school officials the needs of their students and teachers as well as how best to meet those needs.  For an example of a Needs Assessment Form, see the Department’s Title IX Equitable Services Guidance which is referenced on the Resource slide at the end of this PowerPoint.

Consultation topics also include:

· how the services will be assessed and how the results of assessment will be used to improve those services; 
· what service development will be used; and 
· who will provide the services
· the amount of funds available for services;
LEAs must consult with the private school officials about the amount of funding available for services for private school students and teachers under the various ESEA programs requiring equitable participation.  While LEAs generally address this topic during the consultation discussion, some LEAs also provide such information through their Websites or in written form.  For an example of how some LEAs have provided such information, see the Sample Funding Allocations for Services Notification Form included in the Department’s Title IX Equitable Services Guidance, which is referenced on the Resource slide at the end of this presentation. 

The size and scope of the services to be provided and how and when the agency will make decisions about the delivery of services.  

Regarding this point, LEA should provide information to private school officials about the start of services and the process by which the LEA will approve requests for certain types of services.

In most cases, an LEA has the authority to provide services both during and beyond the school year.  To the extent that private school officials have requested some services in the summer in order to better meet the needs of students and teachers, an LEA should consider accommodating such a request. 

In addition, a thorough consideration of the views of private school officials on the provision of contract services through potential third-party providers must take place, and, where the LEA disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of services through a contract, the LEA must provide a written explanation of the reasons why it has chosen not to use a contractor. 

An adequate explanation would address the concerns expressed by private school officials about the LEA’s direct services and fully explain the reasons why the LEA chose not to use a third party, such as any financial, administrative, regulatory, or statutory impediments, or the ability of the LEA to provide the services directly.  The written explanation should not simply reiterate the LEA’s decision but provide reasons for the decision.
Consultation must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities, and most important must occur before the LEA makes any decision that affects the ability of private school students, teachers and other education personnel.  

Please note these consultation requirements that were just discussed apply to all the programs governed by Title IX.  Title I is not governed by Title IX.  

Title I has its own equitable service requirements, including similar and additional consultation requirements which will be discussed shortly.

Sometimes we receive a question that private school officials often ask: Are there requirements for private school officials in the consultation process?
Maureen, would you care to address this?

Maureen Dowling:  Great. Sure, Amy. Although the ESEA does not include any requirements for private school officials, the only way to ensure that consultation is timely and meaningful is for the private school officials to participate actively in the consultation meetings.  By participating, the private school officials will have an opportunity to:  provide input in the development of a timeline for consultation; provide data and information about the needs of their students and teachers; offer suggestions regarding program design and implementation, and evaluation; inquire, inquire about participation in any discretionary grant programs; address the use of third-party providers, if appropriate; and complete any appropriate forms needed by the LEA to ensure the delivery of equitable services.  For additional suggestions on what private school officials can do, in this regard, see the Sample Consultation Checklist for Private School Officials included in the Department’s Title IX Equitable Services Guidance that is referenced on the Resources slide at the end of the PowerPoint. 

And just to reiterate Amy’s point, these consultation requirements and that we are reviewing apply to those programs governed by the Title IX Equitable Services requirements. When we get to Title I, you’ll see that different factors come into play for student eligibility and we’ll address that then. 

Amy Huber:  Thank you, Maureen. Moving on, LEA’s are required to initiate and engage in timely and meaningful consultation throughout the implementation and assessment of services.  

An offer of services by an LEA without an opportunity for timely and meaningful consultation does not meet the requirements of the law.  Only after discussing key issues relating to the provision of services, identifying the needs of the students and teachers to be served, and receiving input from the private school officials, does an LEA make its final decisions with respect to the services and benefits it will provide to meet the needs of the eligible private school students and teachers. 

As you can see from this graphic, the consultation process is a continuous cycle throughout the school year. 

For example in late winter an LEA may send a letter to all private schools located in the LEAs geographic region asking if the school would like their students and teachers to participate in federal programs.  

The following month, the LEA may meet with interested private school officials to begin the consultation process and inform the private school officials of the available programs.  

Before the end of the current school year, plans should be in place in order to ensure the timely delivery of services in the upcoming school year.

For additional resources and sample consultation timelines, please refer to the Department’s Title IX Guidance on Equitable Services. 

Title IX expenditures for services for private school students must be equal to those of the public school students on a per-pupil basis or per-pupil allocation, PPA. 

LEAs must consult with private school officials about the amount of funding available for services for private school students and teachers under the various ESEA programs requiring equitable participation.  The residence, the residency of the private school student is not a factor in determining the PPA.  

At all times the LEA must always maintain control of the program funds as well as the title to all materials, equipment, and property purchased with federal funds.  

Often private school officials ask, the, excuse me, ask the LEA may, if the LEA may choose one.

Maureen Dowling:  Let me jump in here, Amy. Actually, sometimes LEAs have more than one option for how they will allocate funds for services for private school students and teachers. One option is the Individual School-by-School Option. Under this option, the LEA provides equitable services to private school students and teachers based on the number of children enrolled in that school.

Another option is the Pooling Option.  Under this option, the LEA combines funds allocated for private school students and teachers for two or more private schools interested in participating in this option to create a pool of funds from which the LEA provides equitable services to private school students and teachers in some or all of these schools. If the LEA pursues this option, the LEA, in consultation with private school officials, establishes criteria to determine how services will then be allocated among the private school students and teachers in the different schools.  Under the pooling option, the services provided to private school students and teachers in any particular school are not dependent on the amount of funds generated by teachers and students in that school, but rather by the amount of funds generated in total and the criteria developed for allocating services among the private school students and teachers. Important Note:  An LEA may NOT pool funds across multiple ESEA programs for this purpose and funds may not be pooled across LEA.

Finally, just one other note regarding administrative costs:  Just as an LEA pays the costs for administering programs for public school students, it pays the costs for administering programs for private school students.  Administrative costs are reserved from a program’s total allocation, off the top, BEFORE the LEA determines the allocation for services and benefits for public and private school students and teachers. 

Amy Huber:  Thank you, Maureen. 

Services, materials and equipment must be secular, neutral, nonideological and supplemental in nature, not supplanting what the private school would otherwise provide absent the federal education services.

For example, federal funds may not be used to purchase reading text books for private school students, as that would be supplanting.  

By engaging in timely and meaningful consultation and developing positive relationships with private school officials, an LEA can facilitate creation of a cooperative environment and minimize problems and complaints.  

If private school officials believe that timely and meaningful consultation has not occurred or that equitable services have not been provided, they should first discuss this matter with the LEA official responsible for coordinating the consultation between the two entities.  Private school officials may also contact the LEA superintendent or program director of the federally funded program to ask for assistance.  If the response at the local level is not satisfactory, the private school official may contact the SEA official responsible for ensuring that ESEA programs are implemented at a local level.  Often, these steps will resolve the matter.  In the event the problem is not resolved, private school officials have the right to file a formal complaint with the SEA.

In filing a formal complaint, the private school official must document how the LEA has not engaged in timely and meaningful consultation, or has not provided equitable services, or has violated some other requirement.  The complaint must be signed by the private school official.

Maureen, could you address an SEA’s responsibility regarding its LEAs and subgrantees.

Maureen Dowling:  Sure. An SEA is responsible for ensuring that its subgrantees, in most cases LEAs, comply with the statutory and regulatory requirements related to providing equitable services to private school students and teachers.  One way SEAs can help to ensure that their LEAs are in compliance is to develop policies and procedures that assist them in administering and implementing programs for eligible private school students and teachers.  SEAs can also provide additional guidance and other resources, such as those listed in the Department’s Title IX Equitable Services Guidance.  Such assistance also serves to ensure uniformity in program administration throughout the State.

States are also required to monitor LEAs for compliance with the provisions of equitable services to private school students and teachers and must develop a process for the filing of complaints by private school officials.  Some SEAs provide workshops on equitable services under ESEA to which they invite both LEA officials who are ESEA program directors and private school officials in order to ensure that all participants involved in the consultation process receive the same information and technical assistance.  Some SEAs have also developed nonpublic school web pages on their State department of education Web sites with helpful information and resources for LEAs and private school officials to access.

Amy Huber:  Thank you for that information, Maureen, and now we will focus on a few select programs under the ESEA that are governed by the Title IX equitable services provisions.

Title II, Part A is a formula grant that is governed by the Title IX equitable services requirements. The U.S. Department of Education awards grants to SEAs and they, in turn, award grant funds to LEAs.  

The purpose of the Title II, Part A is to improve the quality of the teaching force in order to improve student academic achievement as well as to increase the number of highly qualified teachers, principals and assistant principals in schools.  

For the purpose of equitable participation of private school teachers, the only use of Title II, Part A, is to provide funds for services that provide professional development for private school teachers and other educational personal who engage in instruction.

Professional development activities may include improving teachers’ knowledge in the core academic subjects and effective instructional teaching strategies; technology integration training; teaching students with different learning styles; using assessments to improve instruction and student outcomes; involving parents more effectively; and education leadership development.

These services may be offered by the LEA, through a third-party provider, and institute of higher education, or via an online professional development program.

Under the Title II, Part A, LEAs are required to provide the equitable services for private school teachers and other educational personnel only to the extent they use the funds for professional development. LEAs must consult with the private, appropriate private school officials during the design, development, and implementation of the professional development program for private school teachers.

For purposes of determining the amount of Title II, Part A funds that an LEA must make available for equitable services to private school teachers and other educational personnel, the statute has the LEA assume that it is spending at least as much for professional development under Title II, Part A as it did in the Fiscal Year 2001 under the Eisenhower Professional Development and Class-Size Reduction programs.  

It is also, it also requires that funds provided for the professional development for private school teachers must be equal on a per-pupil basis.

One question we regularly receive from private school officials is “How does the LEA calculate the per-pupil allocation?”

This table provides the formula that LEAs may use to calculate the amount of Title II, Part A funds it must expend for professional development services for private school teachers.  

In the example provided the enrollment, District allocation, and 2001 Hold Harmless are constant; what changes is the amount the LEA chooses to spend of professional development. 

In example A, the LEA plans to spend less on professional development in the current school year than it did in 2001.  

Thus it must calculate the per pupil allocation on the 2001 Hold Harmless amount of $40,000-which results in a $40 PPA, for a total of $1,600 for Title II, Part A equitable services for private school teachers.  

In example B, the LEA plans to spend more on professional development in the current school year than it did in 2001.  

In this calculation, the per pupil allocation is based on the larger amount of $100,000-which results in a $100 PPA for a total of $4,000 for Title II, Part A equitable services for private school teachers.

ONPE receives many inquiries and one of the most frequent questions we receive regarding Title II, Part A services is, “Does the professional development program for private school teachers have to be the same as the professional development program for public school teachers?”

The answer is no. As this, as this slide explains, the LEAs in consultation with private school officials must assess the needs of the private school teachers in designing the professional development program for private school teachers.  

If the professional development needs of the private school teachers are different from those of the public school teachers, the LEA, in consultation with private school representatives, should develop a separate program. 

The needs of the private school teachers drive the services within the parameters of the program.  

The LEA does not define the private school teachers’ needs. But rather, private school officials make known their teachers needs during the consultation process.

An SEA must provide equitable services to public and private school teachers and other educational personnel in professional development activities supported by funds reserved for State activities.  In addition, the State Agency of Higher Education, SAHE funded grants to partnerships of institutes of higher education and high-need LEAs must ensure that the services are offered on an equitable basis to public and private school teachers since the equitable services requirements apply to grants of “financial assistance” provided to an LEA “or other entity.” 

Title II, Part B, Mathematics and Science Partnerships, is a formula grant program in which every State and the territories receive a portion of the available funds. Funds are allocated to each State educational agency based on a formula that takes into account the population of school age children in the State and prevailing poverty rates. No State receives less than one-half of one percent (1%) of the total amount available per year. Funds are distributed to the States in July of each fiscal year.  The State education agencies are required to administer, administer a competitive grant award process to distribute their funds.

The Mathematics and Science Partnerships program is governed by the Title IX equitable services requirements and requires the services for teachers who teach in private schools located in the school districts where the grants are awarded.

The Mathematics and Science Partnerships program provides funds to improve mathematics and science teaching through a variety of activities. Partnerships must include engineering, math or science departments of an institution of higher ed. and at high-need LEA. Private schools may also be members of these partnerships. Activities include professional development; providing stipends and scholarships for advanced coursework in mathematics, science or engineering; and programs that bring math and science teachers into contact with working scientists, mathematicians and engineers.  The Mathematics and Science Partnerships program is governed by the Uniform Provisions and requires equitable services for teachers who teach in private schools located in the school districts where the grants are awarded.

Title III, Part A English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement is a formula grant program.  Nationwide, nearly 95% of the approximately 4.8 million English language learner students are served under Title III.  Title III, Part A is governed by the Title IX equitable services requirements. 

Title III, Part A program provides funds for helping limited English proficient, LEP students attain English proficiency and meet the same challenging State academic standards as all students are expected to meet. Funds must be used for increasing the English proficiency of LEP students by providing high-quality language instruction and high-quality professional development. Private school students and teachers whose schools are located within an LEA that receives a subgrant from the State are eligible to participate in this program, as required by the Title IX equitable service requirements.

An LEA, in consultation with appropriate private school officials, determines the appropriate Title III services based on the needs of identified LEP private school students and their teachers or other education personnel and the amount of funds available for such services, subject to the expenditure requirements under Section 9501.  The Title III services provided by the LEA for private school LEP students should be designed to meet their educational needs and supplement the educational services provided by the private school. These services may be provided directly by the LEA or by a third-party contractor who is independent of the private school and any religious organization.  Title III services or benefits must be secular, neutral, and non-ideological. 

Maureen, could you please explain a little bit in more detail about supplement versus supplant?

Maureen Dowling:  Sure. Thanks, Amy. On this side we have a few bullets related to the supplement not supplant rule.

LEAs cannot provide Title III funds directly to private schools.  Rather, LEAs provide services to private school students and teachers. For public schools, the Title III, Part A program is supplementary to the civil rights obligations and must be used to supplement, and not supplant, State, local, and federal funds. 

Just a little about that. In practice, the prohibition against supplanting under Title III means that recipients may not use those funds to pay for services that, in the absence of Title III, Part A funds, would be necessary to be provided by other federal, or State, or local funds. States, districts, and schools, are public schools, are required to provide core language instruction educational programs and services for LEP students. This requirement is established based on the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and its implementing regulations, as interpreted by the Supreme Court of the United States and based on other significant case law, Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, and other federal, State, and local laws. Therefore, the use of Title III funds to provide core language instruction educational programs, including providing for the salaries of teachers who provide those core services for LEP students, would violate the supplement not supplant provision in Section 3115(g) of the Act, as such services are required to be provided by States and districts regardless of the availability of federal Title III funds. And in that case, that’s for public schools. That is not the case for the private schools.

Title III, Part A services to private school students and teachers, must be supplementary to what the private school would otherwise have provided to its English language learners in the absence of the Title III, Part A services.

More information about the supplement not supplanting requirement can be found on the Department’s website, at the, on the guidance, on the English Language Acquisition State Grants web page. 

Amy Huber:  Thank you, Maureen. You might ask, what are some examples of Title III, Part A services for LEP students in private schools? Here is a list, although not exhaustive, of some of the allowable activities, including:

· Participation in a district-sponsored professional development or professional development organized specifically to meet the needs of the private school teachers;
· Tutoring for students before, during, and after school hours; 
· Participation of private school LEP students in summer school;
· Participation of students in a weekend program; and the 
· Purchase of supplemental instructional materials and supplies.
Administration of the English language proficiency, ELP assessment for identification and/or for the purpose of evaluating the effectiveness of services.  ELP assessment might costs might include test booklets, teacher training, or stipends to teachers to administer these assessments. Title III funds may be used for ELP assessment related costs in a private school setting, but not in a public school setting.  This distinction is due to the Title III supplement, not supplant requirement.

Briefly I would like to review the Title IV, Part A Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities.  As noted on an earlier slide, Title IV, Part A formula grant programs are no longer funded.  However, there is funding for some of the Title IV, Part A discretionary grant programs.  These discretionary grant programs are governed by the Title IX equitable services requirements. 

The Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities supports programs that foster a safe and drug-free learning environment. Authorized activities include drug, violence and suicide prevention programs; professional development and training; developing school security plans; conflict resolution, community service and character education programs; family involvement activities; counseling; mentoring; and emergency intervention services. The Title IX equitable service requirements apply to programs authorized under the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities, including the competitive grant programs awarded directly by the Department. 

Title IV, Part A competitive grant programs include: 

· Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools 
· School Emergency Response to Violence 
· Safe Schools/Healthy Students 
· Safe and Supportive Schools
For more information about these individual discretionary grant programs you can visit the Department of Education’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students Website.

The 21st Century Community Learning Centers program is a formula grant program in which every State and the territories receive a portion of the available funds. Funds are allocated to each State agency based on a formula that takes into account the population of school age children in the State and prevailing poverty rates. States administer a competitive grant award process to distribute the funds.  Thus, at the LEA level, 21st Century Community Learning Centers is a competitive grant.  The Title IX equitable services requirements apply to the program.

The purpose of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program is to provide before- and after-school as well as summer services to students and their families. These are academic enrichment activities, particularly for students who attract, who attend low-performing schools, to help them meet State and local student performance standards in core academic subjects. 

The local education agency or other public or private organization that is awarded a grant must provide equitable services to private school students and their families. Activities may include remedial education, academic enrichment, art, music, tutoring, mentoring, recreation, technology, drug and violence prevention, counseling, character education and family literacy. 

Grantees must consult with private school officials during the design and development of the 21st Century program on issues such as how the student's needs will be identified and what services will be offered. 

The designing, in designing a program that meets this requirement, grantees must provide comparable opportunities for the participation of both public- and private-school students in the area served by the grant. 

Where funding and resources may limit the number of children who can participate in the program, the LEA must consult with the private school officials on this matter.  While low-income status of private school students may be taken into consideration, the eligibility requirements may not intentionally preclude or limit the equitable participation of private school students.

The Title V, Part D, Subpart 6, Jacob K. Javits, Gifted and Talented Students Education Program is a discretionary grant program. But because this program is no longer funded, we will not address the specifics of this program.

And now I would like to turn the program over to Maureen who will explain the Title I Part A program.

Maureen Dowling:  Thank you, Amy. Just one note, if we don’t answer your question that you submit to the chat room due to a limited time today, please consider sending that question to ONPE@ED.GOV. We want to be responsive to your question. Alright, I’m going to take it from here and talk about Title I Part A Improving Basic Programs Operated by LEAs, it’s a formula grant program. Title I, Part A is not governed by the Title IX equitable services provisions; it has its own requirements. So as I go along you will see well, some of the consultation requirements are similar to those that you find under Title IX, what is different is the way expenditures are determined and student eligibility for programs.  Under the Title IX uniform provisions, private school officials, for all the programs that Title IX governs, you’re going to be working with the LEA officials in the LEA in which your school is geographically located. However, under Title I Part A, it’s possible that you may, the private school official, you may need to be consulting with more than one LEA. And as I go along and explain this program, I hope it’ll be made clearer to you why that may be the case. 

Title I, Part A provides LEAs with extra resources to help improve instruction in high-poverty schools and ensure that poor and minority children have the same opportunity as other children to meet challenging State academic standards.

Title I, Part A provides supplementary instruction by public school teachers or through a third-party contractor to students who are educationally disadvantaged and failing or most at risk of failing to meet high academic standards, and who live in Title I attendance areas. Instruction may take place during the school day, before or after school, or in the summer. Title I services may be provided on site at a private school, including religiously affiliated schools, or at other locations. Funds are generated on the basis of the number of students from low-income families who reside in participating public school attendance areas and attend private schools. 

Services may include a targeted, assisted pullout model, supplementary instruction, direct instruction, computer-assisted instruction, tutoring, counseling, and family literacy and early childhood programs. 

In addition, the law requires equitable services for private school teachers of Title I students in professional development activities and of parents of Title I students in parent involvement activities. 

The consultation process between public and private school officials regarding the Title I program services should result in a Title I program designed to meet the education needs of eligible private school children. Consultation must include meetings between LEA officials and appropriate private school officials and must occur before the LEA officials make any decision that affects the opportunity for private school children to participate. In addition, consultation must occur in a timely and meaningful manner during the design, development, and implementation of the program. Ultimately, the LEA officials make the final decisions regarding the provision of services after consultation has occurred.

Consultation topics must include at a minimum: How the LEA will identify the needs of the eligible children. During the consultation process, the public and private school officials must discuss how the children’s education needs are identified, and what multiple, educationally related, objective criteria will be used to determine the private school children who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet student academic achievement standards.

What services the LEA will offer to eligible private school children. During the consultation process, the LEA must design and implement services offered by the LEA that address the needs of eligible private school children.

In addition, they must discuss how and when the LEA will make decisions about the delivery of services to eligible children, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of the private school officials on the provision of services through a contract with a potential third-party provider. Programs for private school students should begin at the time the LEA begins the public school Title I program, unless during the consultation process a different time frame has been established. 

How, where, and by whom the LEA will provide services must be addressed. During consultation, the options available for service delivery, including how, where, and by whom, should be fully addressed.

How the LEA will assess academically the services and how the LEA will use the results of the assessment to improve services. Prior to program implementation, it is important to determine how the program will be assessed and to establish benchmarks for determining the effectiveness of the program.

The size and scope of the equitable services that the LEA will provide to the eligible private school children and the proportion of funds that is allocated for such services. The funds available for the instructional program to serve eligible private school children is part of the determination of the size and scope of the program being offered.

In addition, the method or source of data that the LEA will use to determine the number of private school children from low-income families residing in participating public school attendance areas needs to be addressed. Determining the poverty count is most effectively done cooperatively by public and private school officials. Private school officials should know how the poverty data are collected and the number of private school children from low-income families who reside in Title I public school attendance areas.

What professional development activities the LEA will offer to the private school teachers of Title I participants must also be addressed. In addition, families that participate in private school activities should be given a variety of opportunities for meaningful involvement in their children's Title I program. During the consultation process, the program for families of private school participants should be designed to help participants support Title I instruction.

A professional development program for private school teachers of Title I participants must be designed during the consultation process and the design should reflect the needs of private school participants.

And how, if the LEA disagrees with the views of the private school official on the provision of services through a contract, LEA officials must provide in writing to the private school officials an analysis of the reasons why the LEA has chosen not to use a contractor. To ensure that the views of the private school officials regarding provision of services by a third-party provider are adequately considered, the LEA must provide a written explanation to the private school officials if the LEA declines the private school officials’ request for a third-party provider.

Again consultation must include meetings of the LEA and private school officials. It must occur before the LEA makes any decision that affects the opportunities of eligible private school children to participate in programs and continue throughout the implementation and assessment of services.

An LEAs must also consult with private school officials prior to deciding how to use a Title I, Part A fund that may be freed up if the LEA is no longer required to meet the requirements in ESEA Section 1116 as a result of its State’s receiving ESEA flexibility. Under ESEA Section 1120(b), an LEA must consult with private school officials during the design and development of the LEA’s Title I, Part A program.  As we have just discussed, that consultation must include meetings of the LEA and private school officials and must occur before any decision is made that affects the opportunity of eligible private school children to participate in Title I, Part A programs, including decisions regarding the use of funds freed up under ESEA Section 1116.

Title I regulations require that each LEA must obtain a written affirmation signed by the official of each participating private school, or a representative of those schools, that the required consultation process has occurred. A signature on an affirmation form signifies that the private school official is satisfied that an equitable program has been designed to meet the student needs and has a reasonable promise of being effectively implemented. The written affirmation form must be maintained in LEA records and be provided to the SEA. If private school officials do not provide the written affirmation within a reasonable period of time, the LEA must forward documentation to the SEA that the required consultation has occurred.

Here again, as similar to Title IX, Equitable Services Provisions, under Title I the LEA maintains control of the Title I funds, materials, equipment, and property.  Further, the LEA must provide assurances that it will administer the Title I program as required by law and the federal regulations and maintain control of that program.

Under Section 1120 of Title I, an LEA is required to provide eligible children attending private elementary and secondary schools Title I services or other benefits that are equitable to those provided by the LEA to eligible pubic school children. Title I expenditures for educational services and other benefits to eligible private school students must be equal to the proportion of funds allocated to participating public school attendance areas, based on the number of private school children from low-income families, which the LEA may determine each year or every two years. 

Thus, the amount of Title I funds available for serving private school children who are failing or at risk of failing and who reside in a participating public school attendance area is determined on the basis of the number of private school children from low-income families who reside in participating public school attendance areas.

Funds generated by private school children from low-income families who reside in participating public school attendance areas shall be used only for instructional costs associated with providing Title I instructional services to private school children who are failing or most at risk of failing. 

Instructional expenses include such costs as teachers’ salaries, fringe benefits, books, workbooks, computers and computer software. 

The number of private school children from low-income families, upon which the generation of funds is based, does not need to be the same as the number of at-risk private school children being served, nor do the private school children served need to be those who generated funds.

We’ll talk more about that when we get to eligibility. 

What are the characteristics of services? Again this is similar to Title I.  Services, excuse me.  Again this is similar to Title IX. Services, materials, and equipment must be secular, neutral, nonideological, and supplemental in nature, not supplanting what the private school would otherwise provide absent the federal education services.

For example, federal funds may not be used to purchase general reading text books for private school students, as that would be supplanting what the private school would provide as part of its reading program.  

However, Title I funds may be used to purchase supplemental educational reading materials for use by eligible private school Title I participants.

An LEA must reserve funds from its total Title I allocation for specific purposes required under Section 200.77 of the Title I regulation. The equitable services requirement applies to some reservations. For example, Section 1120 of Title I requires that the LEA provide equitable services to teachers and families of private school participants from reserved professional development funds and reserved parental involvement funds, respectively. In addition, if an LEA reserves funds from its total allocation for district wide instructional activities and programs for elementary or secondary public school children, or both, an equitable share must be allocated for services to similar private school children. The services that will be provided with these funds are determined in consultation. 

During the consultation process, public and private school officials must discuss what standards will be used to measure the effectiveness of the Title I programs as indicated by the achievement of the private school participants. If LEA officials, in consultation with the private school officials, determine that it would be inappropriate to measure program effectiveness and student achievement in relation to the State’s standards, the LEA must use alternative standards that reasonably promise that the services provided will enable the private school participants to achieve the same high level called for by the State student achievement measures. It may be more appropriate for the standards to be aligned with the curriculum of the private school and it may be necessary to use different standards for different private schools given the curricula of the private schools differing from one another. The LEA may use the State’s assessment or other assessment measures that more accurately reflect the curriculum of the private school.

During the consultation process, officials must discuss what assessments will be used to measure the effectiveness of the Title I program and the achievement of the Title I participants against the agreed-upon standards. All students receiving Title I services, including students receiving noninstructional type services, such as counseling, are assessed on their progress in meeting these agreed-upon standards each year. At a minimum, achievement in mathematics and/or reading and language arts must be assessed. The LEA officials have the authority to make the final decision on what assessments will be used. An appropriate assessment may be the one already in use at the private school.

Every year, the LEA officials and the private school officials must consult on what constitutes progress for the Title I program. If the private school participants in the Title I program do not make the expected annual progress, LEAs, the LEA officials must make modifications annually to the Title I program, in consultation with private school officials.

The LEA may make modifications more often, if needed. In addition, the assessment data will assist the public and private school officials in determining the professional development needs of the private school teachers who teach participating Title I participants and determining the most appropriate activities for their parents.

So who in a private school, what students, are eligible for Title I services? The students must reside in a participating public school Title I attendance area and the student is failing or most at risk of failing to meet high standards. Students are selected on the basis of multiple, educationally related, developmentally appropriate criteria.

There are also students, in the, who are eligible because they are homeless or in the two preceding years they have been in Head Start, Even Start, Early Reading First , Title I preschool or Title I, Part C Migrant Education. Poverty is not a criterion for receiving services. While low income children generate the Title I fund, a child does not have to be a low income student in order to receive the services.

The first step is for the LEA officials, in consultation with private school officials, to establish criteria for determining the children eligible for Title I services.

Once a pool of eligible children is established by the private school officials using the agreed-upon criteria the LEA officials, in consultation with private school officials, determine which children are the most at risk, and, therefore, which will receive services.

LEA officials can make this determination in different ways. For example, LEAs may ask private school classroom teachers for specific recommendations on which students could benefit from the Title I program. Other LEA officials provide private school principals and teachers with a ranking sheet that rates the skills and abilities of potential students.

Whatever criteria are used by the LEA and private school officials, the criteria must be objective and applied uniformly across the district. We encourage you to look at the Title I guidance which is referenced on the resource page to get additional ideas as well as the Title I Toolkit which can be accessed on the Department of Education website. 

By engaging in timely and meaningful consultation and developing positive relationships with private school officials, an LEA can facilitate creation of a cooperative environment and minimize problems and complaints.  

If private school officials believe that timely and meaningful consultation has not occurred or that equitable services have not been provided, they should first discuss this matter with the LEA official responsible for coordinating the consultation between the two entities.  

Private school officials may also contact the LEA superintendent or program director of the federally funded program to ask for assistance.  

If the response at the local level is not satisfactory, the private school official may contact the SEA official responsible for ensuring that the Title I program is implemented at the local level.  

Often, these steps will resolve the matter.  In the event the problem is not resolved, private school officials have the right to file a formal written complaint with the SEA.

In filing a formal complaint, the private school official must document how the LEA has not engaged in timely and meaningful consultation regarding Title I or has not provided Title I equitable services, or has violated some other requirement.  

The complaint, the private school official must sign the complaint. 

Maureen Dowling:  This slide identified some of the pertinent resources that will assist SEAs, LEAs and private school officials in the implementation of equitable services for private school students and teachers. These resources can be accessed through the ONPE website. You can also search for the documents by title in the search engine at www.ed.gov. 

The Department’s non-regulatory guidance for Title I, Title II, Part A-Improving Teacher Quality State Grants, and Title IX Equitable services is available in a user-friendly, question and answer format.  The Title IX Equitable Services Guidance also contains a number of helpful resources that LEAs may use and modify for local use.  It also includes consultation checklists for both public and private school officials.   We recommend your reviewing this guidance prior to engaging in timely and meaningful consultation. Many of the questions, we received are addressed in these guidance documents. 

And one other resource that is not included on this slide is the Title I Toolkit providing equitable services for private school students. And again you can find that using the search engine on the Department of Education website.

Amy Huber:  Thank you very much, Maureen, and now we would like to go ahead and ask our third polling question and I’m going to open it up right now. And this polling question asks, after participating in this webinar, please rate how your knowledge and understanding of the ESEA Equitable Service Requirements for private school students and inapplicable their teachers and families has been enhanced: 

No change?

Slightly enhanced?

Or significantly enhanced?

And we’ll pause for one moment while those results compile. 

Thank you very much for sharing your thoughts with us and I will show those results to you as well. So it looks like after participating in this webinar, most of you feel that your knowledge has been slightly enhanced. Thank you very much for sharing that with us. 

And now I’d like to open up our fourth polling question and this polling question asks a short answer and it asks: How will you use this information from this webinar to enhance the implementation of ESEA Equitable Service Requirements for the private school students and as applicable their teachers and family and I’ll leave this polling question open for a few minutes while Maureen will address our next slide. 

Maureen Dowling:  This slide provides contact information for the Office of Non-Public Education. If you have questions or need assistance in finding any of the resources listed on the previous slide, please give us a call or send us an email message.

We will post this webinar on the Equitable Services Implementation page within the next two weeks. So for those who might want to listen to it again, you’ll be able to access it through the ESIP website, Technical Assistance, Webinars, ESEA. And again that’s also the location where you can register for the future webinars ONPE will be conducting on Title III, Part A and Title I, Part A. 

Amy, while we’re waiting for people to respond to the last polling question, we received a question which I’d like to respond to: If an LEA decides to use freed up Title I fund only for its priority schools, must it still consult with private school officials about that decision and provide an explanation?

An LEA must consult with private school officials prior to making any decisions regarding the use of funds freed up under ESEA Section 1116 as a result of its State receiving ESEA flexibility.

Another question: Could you please explain why the use of Title III dollars for the English Proficiency Assessment is not supplanting in private schools but it is in public schools?

The reason for that is in the information we provided regarding the supplement-supplant and what the laws require that States or local school districts must comply with. They must comply with those laws and requirements as related to public schools, so the funding that a State uses for such purposes is for their public schools and not for private schools. So that is why the use of the federal fund to provide money for the English proficiency assessment in a private school would not be supplanting. Now if there is a State that actually uses State funds for that particular purpose in both public and private schools, then the use of federal funds would be supplanting but that is generally not the case. If you have more specific questions on the supplement-supplant requirements, please feel free to e-mail us at ONPE@ED.GOV.

An LEA must consult with private school officials prior to making any decisions regarding the use of funds freed up under ESEA Section 1116 as a result of its State receiving ESEA flexibility.

Another question: Could you please explain why the use of Title III dollars for the English Proficiency Assessment is not supplanting in private schools but it is in public schools?

The reason for that is in the information we provided regarding the supplement-supplant and what the laws require that States or local school districts must comply with. They must comply with those laws and requirements as related to public schools, so the funding that a State uses for such purposes is for their public schools and not for private schools. So that is why the use of the federal fund to provide money for the English proficiency assessment in a private school would not be supplanting. Now if there is a State that actually uses State funds for that particular purpose in both public and private schools, then the use of federal funds would be supplanting but that is generally not the case. If you have more specific questions on the supplement-supplant requirements, please feel free to e-mail us at ONPE@ED.GOV.

Amy Huber:  Another question we’ve received is regarding the Title II, Part A. And we received this question occasionally where the private school students reside in another district as opposed to the district where this private school is located. So, once again, just a reminder that the Title II, the Title II Part A is governed by the Title IX provisions and the Title IX provisions state that where the private school is located and the LEA’s geographic area, that will result in the PPA or the services coming from that specific LEA. It’s not based on where the students reside, that is for Title I. So for Title II, once again it’s based on the school location and the geographic area of the LEA and not where the students reside. 

Maureen Dowling:  Thanks, Amy, for pointing that out, that’s really important. It’s just under Title I Part A where the residency of the child is a factor in determining eligibility for Title I services. Well we have just about run out of time here today and we want to thank you for participating in this webinar with us and we hope that it has been beneficial to you and that you’ve learned a few new bits of information. So let’s see what the latest poll result shows.

Amy Huber:  I believe they will not show, because it’s a short answer, due to technical difficulties.

Maureen Dowling:  Okay, we’re having some technical difficulties here but we do hope that this has been a helpful presentation for you. 

Amy Huber:  Thank you, again, and I would like to note our contact information. If you have follow up questions, please feel free to e-mail us at ONPE@ED.GOV. And we look forward to seeing you virtually on our Title I and Title III upcoming webinars. 

Thank you.
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