UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

November 17, 2017

Mr. José R. Nazario-Ortiz

Administrator

Puerto Rico Vocational Rehabilitation Administration
Ave. Ponce de Ledn

Edif. Mercantil Plaza

San Juan, P.R. 00919

Subject: Closure of OIG Audit of the Administration of Vocational Rehabilitation Grants in
Puerto Rico

Control Number ED-OIG/A04R0001

Dear Administrator Nazario-Ortiz:

This letter advises you of the closure of our audit of the Administration of Vocational
Rehabilitation Grants in Puerto Rico. We will not be issuing a report. The objective of the audit
was to determine whether the Puerto Rico Vocational Rehabilitation Administration had
adequate controls to ensure that services were being provided to eligible individuals and funds
were being used for allowable activities.

We conducted an entrance conference on July 12, 2017, and began our fieldwork immediately
following. Our decision to close the audit was due to the emergency situation caused by
hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and damages sustained to several of your service centers that
contain supporting documentation. Therefore, it would not be prudent for us to continue the
audit under the circumstances.

The work we performed was not extensive enough to answer the audit objectives described
above, provide a basis for any suggestions for improvements, and would not necessarily
disclose all material weaknesses in determining whether services were being provided to
eligible individuals and funds were being used for allowable activities.

The closure of this audit does not preclude further reviews of this or similar areas by the OIG in
the future, nor is our review to be construed as a substitute for any other reviews required by
law, license, or accreditation. This audit closure does not preclude the Department of
Education from taking any action concerning any aspect of eligibility determinations or the use
of Federal education funds by the Puerto Rico Vocational Rehabilitation Administration. In
addition, closure of this audit should not be interpreted as agreement with or endorsement of
areas reviewed.
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In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 522), reports and other products
issued by the Office of Inspector General are available to members of the press and general
public to the extent information contained therein is not subject to exemptions in the Act. This
memorandum will be made available on the OIG internet website.

We wish to express appreciation for the cooperation and assistance extended by your staff
during the review. If you have questions about the review, please contact Juan Santiago at
(787) 773-2744 or at juan.santiago@ed.gov. No response to this memorandum is required.

Respectfully,

/s/

Christopher A. Gamble
Regional Inspector General for Audit

cc:

Ms. Kimberly Richey, Acting Assistant Secretary, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services

Ms. Carol Dobak, Delegated the duties and functions of the Commissioner, Rehabilitative
Services Administration

Mr. Greg March, Audit Liaison, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

Mr. Carlos J. Saavedra-Gutierrez, Esq., Secretary, Puerto Rico Department of Labor and Human
Resources

Ms. Mabel Jimenez-Miranda, Puerto Rico Vocational Rehabilitation Administration, Deputy
Administrator for Administration
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