BOB JONES UNIVERSITY

EST. 1927

September 22, 2016

Ms. Catherine Lhamon, Assistant Secretary

U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights
Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of Education Building
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202-1100

Re: Supplemental Request for Religious Exemption from Certain Applications of Title IX

Dear Ms. Lhamon:

This letter supplements Bob Jones University’s April 1, 2016, Request for Religious Exemption
from Certain Applications of Title IX. The purpose of this supplemental request is to
supplement, expand, and clarify the scope of that exemption request. Nothing herein should be
construed as rescinding or withdrawing the specific provisions of that request.

I hereby request, under 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a)(3) and 34 C.F.R. § 106.12, that the Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights acknowledge that Bob Jones University is exempt from Title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and its accompanying regulations, to the extent that
they are interpreted to curtail the University’s freedom to act in accordance with its religious
convictions. As president of Bob Jones University, I am the “highest ranking official of the
institution,” 34 C.F.R. § 106.12(b), and thus qualified to seek these exemptions.

As stated in the April 1 request, and unchanged since that time, BJU is completely controlled by
a religious organization: its Board of Trustees.! All board members are like-minded Christians
who are required annually to read and indicate consent to the University Creed, which states as
follows:

1 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Bylaws, Article III, Section 1, p.8; Bob Jones University Policy
Manual, Volume I, Section 1.5.2.1, p.35.
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The general nature and object of the corporation shall be to conduct an institution
of learning for the general education of youth in the essentials of culture and in
the arts and sciences, giving special emphasis to the Christian religion and the
ethics revealed in the Holy Scriptures, combating all atheistic, agnostic, pagan,
and so-called scientific adulterations of the Gospel, unqualifiedly affirming and
teaching the inspiration of the Bible (both the Old and the New Testaments); the
creation of man by the direct act of God; the incarnation and virgin birth of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; His identification as the Son of God; His
vicarious atonement for the sins of mankind by the shedding of His blood on the
cross; the resurrection of His body from the tomb; His power to save men from
sin; the new birth through the regeneration by the Holy Spirit; and the gift of
eternal life by the grace of God. This charter shall never be amended, modified,
altered or changed as to the provisions hereinbefore set forth.?

At each annual board meeting, all members are required® to read and indicate consent to the
general objectives of the University as set forth in the bylaws and charter,* the University’s
philosophy of education statement,’ and the Creed (copies of which are enclosed). Every
member of the Board is required to indicate that they have read the Board Handbook and Bylaws
and are in agreement with them.® Board members who can no longer agree to these items
disqualify themselves from membership.’

Additionally, BJU serves a particular constituency of independent, fundamental churches, and its
mission is, in part, to develop individuals who are “engaged in service and leadership in a
biblically faithful local church.” '

Not only does the University rely on and require all members of its governing board to affirm the
University Creed, it also requires its faculty to do so as well, since the creed is foundational to all
that it does, including what is taught in its classes.® The Board of Trustees and the University
submit themselves to the Bible and to these expressions of its doctrine and seek to take positions
that are in accord with those standards.

2 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Preamble to Charter and Bylaws of Bob Jones University, p. 7.
8 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Section 1,4,1.3(1), p.21,

4 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol, 1, Preamble to Charter and Bylaws of Bob Jones University, p. 7.
3 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Section 1.2.3, p. 6.

¢ Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Section 1.4.1.2(2), p. 21.

" Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, 1.4.1.3(2), p.21.

8 Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. I, Preamble to Charter and Bylaws of Bob Jones University, p. 7;
Section, 1.4.1.3, p.21; Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. IV, Section 4.5.2.1.1, p. 28.




Ms. Catherine Lhamon
Page 3
September 22, 2016

The Bob Jones University policy manual cites the passages of Holy Scripture that set forth the
criteria for ordained preachers and pastoral leadership.” Those passages reveal that ordained
preachers and pastoral leaders must be male.!® Therefore, it is the University’s sincerely held
religious belief that only males may be ordained to the preaching and pastoral leadership
ministry.

Because the University believes that only males may be ordained to these ministries:

1) it admits only males to any program whose stated purpose is to prepare for a preaching or
pastoral leadership ministry (such as, but not limited to, the Master of Ministry and
Doctor of Ministry);

2) it admits only males to any course whose stated purpose is to prepare for a preaching or
pastoral leadership ministry (such as, but not limited to, homiletics, church
administration, and pastoral leadership);

3) only males may participate in those programs and courses, or any derivative or ancillary
activities; and

4) it employs only males to instruct and train those in programs or courses the purpose of
which is to prepare for a preaching or pastoral leadership ministry.

Because only males are admitted to preaching and pastoral leadership ministry programs and
courses:

1) scholarships, if any, specifically designed to assist those in such preaching and pastoral
leadership programs and courses are available only to males;

2) the University recruits only males to those programs and/or courses; and

3) the University does not provide employment or job placement services, career
counseling, or networking services for females in any preaching or pastoral leadership
ministries, nor does it directly or indirectly assist any person or organization to do so.

Based upon the University’s sincerely held belief that only males may be ordained to the
preaching and pastoral ministry, BJU requests, under 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a)(3) and 34 C.F.R. §
106.12, that the Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights acknowledge that BJU is
exempt from Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the following implementing

° Bob Jones University Policy Manual, Vol. 1, Section 1.4.1.6, p. 24.
191 Timothy 3; Titus 1,
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regulations, to the extent that they are interpreted to curtail the University’s freedom to apply and
enforce its belief that only males may be ordained to the pastoral leadership or preaching
ministry and to offer programs, courses, and ancillary services as set forth above to only males in
accordance with its theological commitments:

34 C.F.R. § 106.21 (admission)

34 C.F.R. § 106.22 (preference in admission)

34 C.F.R. § 106.23 (recruitment)

34 C.F.R. § 106.31 (education programs or activities)

34 C.F.R. § 106.32 (housing)

34 C.F.R. § 106.33 (comparable facilities)

34 C.F.R. § 106.34 (access to classes and schools)

34 C.F.R. § 106.36 (counseling)

34 C.F.R. § 106.37 (financial assistance)

34 C.F.R. § 106.38 (employment assistance to students)

34 C.F.R. § 106.39 (health and insurance benefits and services)
34 C.F.R. § 106.40 (marital or parental status)

34 C.F.R. § 106.41 (athletics)

34 C.F.R. § 106.43 (standards for measuring skill or progress in physical education
classes)

34 C.F.R. § 106.51-61 (relating to employment)

Thank you in advance for your consideration. Ilook forward to hearing from you soon. If you
require anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respecttully,

President
Bob Jones University

Enclosures






