June 1, 1877

Mr. Albert T. Hamlin

Acting Director

Gffice of Civil Rights

Dept. of Health, Fducation and Welfare
Washinagton, D. C. 20201

Bethel Coliege has reviewed its current poiicies and practices in
regard to Tull compliance with the provisions of Title I).

Pursuent to the provisions of section 86:12 of le IX, 1 reoues
exempticn of Eethel College from the provisions of tion 86:21 c¢; 8
and (b) and £6:57 tc the extent that they wmay deal pregnzhncy out
wadlock., The sections of the act are incorsistent the gene“al pr
cf The Missicnary Church with which Bethel Collegs filietec

The Constitution The Missionary Church &s publisned in its 197
edition reguires hrgcfwfes gnd conduct in social relztionships that re
the spiritual ideals of Christianity. (See the Con tution of The Mi
Church, p. 12.) Further, the church takes & position thet the sznciit
merrigge anc the home should be tauaht to &1l believers {ibic., pege 1

Wnile it is the expectation of Bethel College to apply colliegs ru

regulations egually to men and women there may be occasions in the
S1EnLe Ul ot cgnancy oul of wedlock where the evidence regarding the fs
e e e e wwe o ULESS requirements whereas such woul
DE L& CE2& wilh The wWoman To ¢eal with neither party because we cou
c¢eai with boih woule be tentamount to sanctioning of a moral situation

Further, 1 reguest exemption of Bethel College from the provisions of
section 86:31 to the extent that appropriate differences may be reguired
between the sexes in regulations concerning dress. The application of the

sterdards of Lractice and conduct of the church reguires differences ir dres
code in specific circumstances. The acceptlable style of swim suit for &
swimning cless would be different for the men than for the women.
Your fevorabie considzration of our request for specific exemptior will
be appreciatec
SincereTy,
v T -

Albert J.werL1er
Fresident
£JB:cc
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