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Corporal Punishment

in Public Schools

U.S. Department of Education
E Office for Civil Rights

2017-18 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC)

The Civil Rights Data Collection gathers and publishes key
information about student access to educational opportunities and
school climate from public schools (pre-K through 12th grade) in all
50 states, D.C., and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

The CRDC defines corporal punishment as paddling, spanking, or
other forms of physical punishment imposed on a child. The data
reported in this factsheet is for K-12 students.*

THE FACTS

From 2013-14
: to 2017-18, the
number of
: students reported
o > to receive
corporal
punishment
decreased
by 34.5%.
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By race/ethnicity of student, 2017-18

Across all of the race/ethnicities,
American Indian or Alaska
Native, Black, and White
students disproportionately
received corporal punishment.
Black students received
corporal punishment at more than @4¢©® (
twice their rate of enroliment !! 1 2 3 x
and American Indian or Alaska u
Native students received
corporal punishment at almost  yoce iy THAN WHITE STUDENTS TO
twice their rate of enroliment. RECEIVE CORPORAL PUNISHMENT.
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] Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) were

overrepresented in receipt of corporal

punishment. Students served under IDEA

=] represented 13.2% of the student enrollment
— but 16.5% of the students who received

ij corporal punishment.

u — Students with disabilities served under the

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, 2017-18 Civil Rights Data Collection,
released October 2020, updated May 2021, available at https.//ocrdata.ed.gov.

STATE LAWS ON CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS

states, D.C., and the The majority of students

2 7 Commonweath of who received corporal
Puerto Rico ban punishment were in the
corporal punishment southern United States:
in schools.** Alabama, Arkansas,

Mississippi, and Texas.

. Banned Allowed

*For information about preschool students who received corporal punishment please
visit the CRDC 2017-18 State and National Estimates’ preschool discipline tab.

**This graphic was updated March 2023 to provide clarity about the potential use of
corporal punishment in states that do not expressly ban the practice at the state level.

More information on corporal punishment and other civil rights data
is available at https://ocrdata.ed.gov. The entire Focus on Student
Discipline series can be found at:
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/resources/datareports.

If you have difficulty understanding English, you may ask OCR to
provide language access services or resources, which may include
oral technical assistance or written translation of a publicly available
OCR document, free of charge, by contacting OCR at OCR@ed.gov.

For requests for documents in alternate formats such as Braille or
large print please contact the Department at 202-260-0852 or
om_eeos@ed.gov.

(800) 421-3481 | ocr@ed.gov | www.ed.gov/ocr



https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Corporal_Punishment_Part4_Updated.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



