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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

March 28, 2019

Honorable Gwen Moore
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Moore:

Thank you for your letter expressing concerns about the U.S. Department of Education's (Department) proposed
regulations under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX). | am pleased to respond on behal f of
Secretary DeVos. An identical copy of this response has been sent to all co-signers of the |etter.

On November 16, 2018, the Department publicly announced the availability of the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) and posted an unofficial version on the Department's website. On November 29, 2018, the
NPRM was published in the Federal Register (83 FR 61462) with a 60-day comment period, scheduled to close
on January 28, 2019. The comment period was initially extended through January 30, 2019." To give the public an
additional opportunity to comment-particularly anyone who may have experienced technical difficulties using
the Federal eRulemaking Portal -the Department reopened the comment period for one additional day on
February 15, 2019.° The Department has received more than 105,000 comments on the NPRM. The NPRM was
drafted by the Department after extensive outreach with a wide range of stakeholders, including students, parents,
survivors, accused students, school administrators, advocacy groups, attorneys, and policy experts, to learn about
their experiences and to hear their views on how the Department can best assist schools in fulfilling their
obligations under Title IX.

Y ou can access the NPRM at the following address: www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/29/2018-
25314/nondiscrimination-on-the-basi s-of -sex-in-education-programs-or-activities-receiving-federal . The
Department will fully consider all comments that were submitted on or prior to January 30, 2019, or on February
15, 2019, viathe Federal eRulemaking Portal, hand delivery, commercial delivery, or postal mail.

Thank you for your interest in the Department's effortsto enforce Title IX. 1fyou have additional suggestions on
this or any other topic, please contact Peter Oppenheim, Assistant Secretary for Legislation and Congressional
Affairs, at 202-401-0020.

Sincerely,

Kenneth L. Marcus
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1 The Federal eRulemaking Portal was temporarily unavailable for portions of January 16, 2019, and January 17, 2019, due to
technical issues. To ensure that the public had 60 days in total to submit comments on the Department's NPRM using the
Federal eRulemaking Portal, the Department extended the public comment period through January 30, 2019. See 84 FR 409.
2 |n an abundance of caution, to the extent that some members of the public may have experienced technical issues preventing
the submission of comments using the Federal eRulemaking Portal, the Department announced that it was reopening the
comment period for one day on February 15, 2019. See 84 FR 4018, www .govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-02-
14/pdf/2019-02566.pdf.

400 MARYLAND AVE. SW., WASHINGTON, DC 20202-1100
www.ed.gov

The Department of Education's mission is to promote student
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