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College and Career Success @ ACE 

• Goal:  To develop an agenda within ACE that 
identifies and supports policies and programmatic 
initiatives (within and outside of ACE) that will 
increase access, support and attainment for adults 
seeking high-quality degrees, certificates and other 
credentials with marketplace value. 
• Research and Best Practices 

• Advocacy and Policy 

• Mobilizing Higher Education and other stakeholders 
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New Realities for Adult Learners 

• High school is no longer enough 

• Adults need proof they possess the BIG FIVE 
1. Critical thinking skills  
2. Problem-solving skills  
3. Written communication skills  
4. Oral communication skills and 
5.  Digital literacy 

• The least educated suffer the most during economic 
downturns 
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The January launch of the 2014 GED® 
Program has ushered in a new era …  
• Test-takers and educators are supported by a 

suite of supporting services 
• “Passing the test” is replaced by the 

opportunity to demonstrate career- and 
college-readiness 

• The GED® credential is no longer the end-goal 
but placed in the larger context of lifelong 
learning 
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It’s about the test-taker – not the test 
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Detailed Info 
for students,  
teachers, and  
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Improved program 
effectiveness 
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About the 2014 GED Test 
• Four content area modules 

1. Reasoning Through Language Arts (150 Minutes) 
2. Mathematical Reasoning (90 minutes) 
3. Science (90minutes) 
4. Social Studies (90 Minutes) 

• Delivered on computer as secure testing centers 
• Offered in English and Spanish 
• Multiple Choice plus 6 additional item types 
• Enhanced performance feedback on score report and transcript 
• More retest opportunities 
• GED Ready™: The Official Practice Test predicts success and guides 

further instruction as needed 
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Resources 
• For Test-Takers 

• MyGED™ at ged.com 

• Study Tools including practice tests 

• Computer-based Tutorials in English and Spanish 

• Test and Adult Ed Center Locators 

• And Much more 

• For Educators 
• GEDtestingservice.com/educators/2014testresources 

• Tutorials, Item Samplers, Calculator Instruction Video, Print Guides: AE Symbol Tool, 
Calculator reference, Math Formulas, ER Writing  Guides (in English and Spanish) 

• Performance Level Descriptors 

• Instructor Videos 

• Coming soon…Translations of MyGED™, Score Reports. Posters and Outreach materials 
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Some Statistics 
• All but 2 U.S. states offer the Spanish language 

GED® test 
 

• 28,880 (4%) of U.S. 2012 test-takers used the 
Spanish language GED® test  
 

• Nearly half of those testing in Spanish were in 
California, Texas, New York, and Illinois 
 

• 17% of U.S. 2012 test-takers were of Hispanic 
origin 

• In 2013, Hispanic test-takers who tested on 
computer achieved an 83% pass rate 
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• Founded in 1980. 
• Mission of providing accessible 

and affordable higher 
education opportunities to the 
Latino community in the 
Chicago Metropolitan area. 

• Private non-profit institution. 
• Accredited by the Higher 

Learning Commission. 
• Founding member of HACU. 
• Recognized by HACU as an 

Outstanding Hispanic Serving 
Institution in 2013. 



• Four locations in predominantly 
Hispanic neighborhoods. 

• Bilingual curriculum. 
• Equivalent morning and evening 

sessions 
• Child care, intensive advising, etc. 
• Low tuition. 
• Several associate degree programs. 
• Bachelor in Social Work and others in 

development. 



• 1600 students 

• 87% Latino 

• 78% Female 

• Average age 29 

• 90% first generation in 
college 

• Open Door Admission 
Policy 

 



 
 

• Funded in 2012 by the Adult Education programs of the 
Illinois Community College Board. 

• 2 purposes 

 Serve as a feeder to the collegiate program. 

 Provide opportunity to obtain the GED credential to the Latino 
community. 

 



 
• Capacity to serve up to 600 

students. 
• English and Spanish sessions. 
• TABE testing at 9th grade level. 
• 8-week intensive sessions. 
• 140 hours of instruction. 
• Morning and evening sessions. 
• All campus locations. 
• Pre-GED program (60 hours). 



 

• Intensive advising 

• Full-time instructors 

• Tutoring 

• Bridge curriculum 

 Computer skills 

 College Preparatory 

• Incentive College course 
for those successfully 
passing exit test 

•Pre GED classes 

•Retention rate 75% 

•Exit test passing rate 65% 
and 80% 

•55 participants in GED 
incentive class Spring 2014. 

•17 Full-time students who 
took incentive class in past 
18 months. 
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