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Message for International Education Week

Michael Collins, Ambassador of Ireland to the United States

| am delighted to add my support for the 12" annual International Education Week.

Education is in the Irish DNA. We have been accepting international students to our country since the
7th Century. This year, we have 7,000 students from the United States, joining Irish and other
international students in Irish universities, and we would love to see more. The extraordinary
connection between the United States and Ireland, which has at its heart all those millions of
Americans of Irish descent, is a relationship we cherish, and a friendship we and our people treasure.

In the past thirty years, successive Irish Governments have put enormous resources into education
and research. Ireland boasts one of the highest education attainment rates in the world and the
highest education participation rate in the EU. As a country which does not enjoy an abundance of
natural resources, our people have always been our primary asset. We have one of the youngest
populations in Europe and one that is more international than ever, with 10% being born outside
Ireland, proportions matched in our education system.

Ireland is one of the most globalised countries in the world and we believe that that international
openness — in education, in business, in culture and in people to people links of all kinds, will be key to
our future.

That is why the theme of this year’s International Education Week, International Education: Inspiring
Students Locally to Succeed Globally, strikes such a chord with us as well.

In a time of global connectedness, global business and global culture, any true education for our
young people must have a strong international dimension. As new regions of the world emerge and
expand economically, the US, Europe and Ireland are all faced with exciting new international
opportunities at the same time as with challenges to remain at the leading edge in terms of

competitiveness and innovation.

Education is the key to taking those opportunities and taking on those challenges. Secretary of
Education, Arne Duncan, and Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, deserve our thanks and

congratulation for highlighting these issues through the events of International Education Week.
Michael Collins

Ambassador of Ireland



