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          KALVIN WHITE:  I want to welcome each and every one of you
     
     here to Window Rock, Arizona, with all of our guests, our
     
     neighboring tribal leaders, our visitors from the U.S.
     
     Department of Education, and then all the individuals that have
     
     traveled here to be part of this historic gathering here at the
     
     Department of Education.
     
          My name is Kalvin White, and I am the department program
     
     manager for the Department of Education.  I administer in math
     
     science program, and I've been selected by my peers yesterday at
     
     4:30 to be the moderator.  (Native Language)
     
          We're going to begin our gathering here with the posting of
     
     our colors here from the Tohatchi Veterans Association,
     
     Mr. Manuel Chirieleison (phonetic) is the key person that we
     
     contacted to post these colors for us.  So if we could all stand
     
     and give that time and opportunity for the color guard from the
     
     Tohatchi Veterans Administration.
     
              (Color Guard Presented)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Now we will call upon the little Borrego
     
     Pass school Princess Charley, Jasmine Charley, Virginia Morgan,
     
     and the other students from Borrego Pass to say their Pledge of
     
     Allegiance and sing the Star Spangled Banner.
     
          (Pledge of Allegiance/Star Spangled Banner)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you, students.  Thank you.  We'll call
     
     upon Tim Bitsilly for invocation.
     TIMOTHY BITSILLY:  First I would like to greet everybody.
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     Good morning with heart-felt warm hand shakes like that, and to
     
     acknowledge that we are here under guidance of the supreme
     
     being, and that is the teaching of anyone that is five-fingered
     
     in the place of this world.
     
          The spiritual being that we have is composed of which my
     
     prayers consist of is energy.  We're going to use energy today,
     
     not for opposition, but for positive meanings to identify what
     
     it is that we need to come together with -- to come into unison
     
     and work together and to be prosperous as a nation, as a people,
     
     and whoever it is that we represent this morning as we woke up,
     
     that we will be that person, and that we will understand
     
     criticism, because criticizing to me is the first stage in
     
     learning.  If we can overcome that barrier, that obstacle, we
     
     have connection spiritually.  Thank you.
     
          (Native Language Invocation)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Again, we thank the Tohatchi color guard
     
     Veterans Association as well as the little Borrego Pass School
     
     students for assisting us this morning.  You all may be seated
     
     now.  Thank you again for -- for being here, and welcome to the
     
     Department of Education.
     
          We're going to continue with our program here, and next on
     
     the agenda, we have some -- some of our local tribal leaders
     
     within the Navajo Nation to give a welcome address to each and
     
     every one of you.  So we have Mr. Andrew Tah, Superintendent of
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	Schools; Mr. Andy Ayze, the chairperson of the Navajo Nation

     Council of Education; and Mr. Jimmie C. Begay, the President of
     
     the Navajo Nation Board of Education.  Mr. Andrew Tah.
     
          ANDREW TAH:  (Native Language)  Good morning our guests,
     
     the Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of Education,
     
     Mr. Jennings; General Counsel, Mr. Rose, and the rest of the
     
     staff, and then also from the Navajo Nation, some of our leaders
     
     are here, tribal council members, school board members, also
     
     administrators of the different schools, and then also from NAIA
     
     and some other organizations, our (Native Language),
     
     Dr. Peterson Zah, from ASU and others.  Thanks for joining us to
     
     this important occasion.
     
          Since after our big snow in February, we were unable to
     
     lobby that week, but after that, we've been tracking the trail
     
     to DC sharing some of our recommendation for the reauthorization
     
     of elementary and secondary school, reauthorization.  Now we
     
     have the representative from DC here with us from our nation's
     
     capital, and they're here to seek our recommendation, our needs
     
     of our schools, especially the 245 schools that are serving the
     
     Navajo kids, the NET kids, and I just wanted to welcome each one
     
     of you and thank you to be here to represent each of your
     
     entities.
     
          ANDY AYZE:  Good morning everyone.  (Native Language)  My
     
     name is Andy Ayze.  I am the chairperson of the Navajo Nation
     
     Council Education Committee.  Of course, it's always an honor to
     
     be part of a program as such to give the welcome address for our
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     officials, and also our local friends, relatives.
     
          (Native Language)
     
          I want to welcome from the start to the Navajo reservation
     
     if this is your first time, and if you have been here before,
     
     I'm quite sure you have observed, and you have come out to see
     
     how the Navajo reservation looks like.  It's always an honor to
     
     welcome our highest leaders at the Washington level to come out
     
     here to be with us to observe our education, our economic, what
     
     we have on the reservation that we can be able to share with
     
     you.
     
          For many years now, I thought we've been able to
     
     communicate to the highest level about our education, the
     
     progress, the unmet needs, and that's why I say that we
     
     appreciate the time that you want to spend out here again, and
     
     if this is your first time, there is a lot to see.
     
          You know, most times I have -- I have said when we get
     
     visitors from the East, all over the country, that most of the
     
     roads that we have, if it's impossible, we're willing to put you
     
     on horseback, so we can be able to show you some of the remote
     
     areas, the schools that we can be able to share with you, and
     
     also the children that we have participating in those schools.
     
          I have some education committee members here with me this
     
     morning.  Let me quickly just acknowledge them here, introduce
     
     them to you.  Mr. Ray Maxx is the vice chairperson.  He is
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	sitting right here on the middle on the south side.

     Mr. Sanostee from Northern Shiprock. (Applause) Mr. Bobby
     
     Robbins.  I don't know if he has arrived yet.  Mr. Bobby Robbins
     
     is from Tuba City from the Western agency.  Ida Nelson, Ms. Ida
     
     Nelson.  I don't know if she is in the audience also, coming
     
     from the Gallup Redrock area.
     
          Elmer Milford is about ten miles from here.  I don't know
     
     if he is here also.  Mr. Willie Tracy is from Ganado.  We have
     
     eight members that are serving on the education committee.  Most
     
     of these people have been here with us for many years now, and
     
     they have the inside knowledge of what our reservation education
     
     department is all about.
     
          We have many schools that you can be able to visit.  We
     
     want to share with you the learning process, the educational
     
     standards that we have on the reservation.  Many times when we
     
     took a visit out to Washington DC, especially when George Bush
     
     was there, we often asked him what part of the reservation they
     
     have visited, and most of the time, it was from the central all
     
     the way through the eastern parts of the United States, and we
     
     often asked him what about where the highway ends and the wild
     
     west begins, where we are behind the hills over here?
     
          And I appreciate you being here with us today, along with
     
     our local departments that are here with us, our leaders.  I
     
     want to welcome you again, and I hope you do spend the time, and
     
     we want to say that may your stay with us be a pleasant one.
     
     Thank you for being here.
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          JIMMIE C. BEGAY:  Good morning.  (Native Language)  I'd
     
     like to welcome each and every one of you here today out on the
     
     education committee.  Mr. Ayze introduced them.  I know that
     
     Mr. Bitsilly (Native Language) board member.  He is also the
     
     vice-president.  Dolly C. Begay, is she here?  A secretary with
     
     Bernice L. Benally.  Can you stand?  She represents the Eastern
     
     agency.  (Native Language)  We have Rebecca Benally out of
     
     Montezuma Creek, Utah.  She is not here, and also V. Brown from
     
     Chule agency, and Kathryn Arviso with Fort Defiance agency.  Ida
     
     Rose, Navajo from Western agency.  Those are our nine board
     
     members.
     
          (Native Language)
     
          I want to welcome the folks from Washington DC.  It's quite
     
     a ways.  You're about two hours behind.  Did you get enough
     
     sleep last night?  I don't think so, but you will get a lot of
     
     sleep tonight.  Welcome.  Mr. Tah mentioned their name.  I just
     
     want to welcome those people, and also local board members.
     
          The schools that -- some of are here, administrators, and
     
     also the division of the education staff, Ada Quan. (Phonetic)
     
     Welcome.  I saw a list of people that are on the -- on the list
     
     out there to speak.  (Native Language)  So there is quite a few
     
     people on the list to speak today.
     
          I know that the elementary secretary of education (Native
     
     Language) and as we talk, we'll consider and think about our
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	kids, kindergarten to twelfth grade, and this is the purpose of

     this.  We have a lot of needs that we have on our reservation,
     
     our schools, the Bureau of Education Schools, contract grant
     
     schools, and I believe we have some folks from the public
     
     schools that are here, also, and they will partake in this
     
     message from -- for the people from Washington because in the
     
     past, we have said a lot of things, and they just go on the
     
     wayside, and we have also lobby like Tah said, and we make our
     
     statements up there in Washington regarding our needs for our
     
     schools, for our kids.  Again, they went on the wayside.
     
          These are areas of elementary, secondary schools, for
     
     school administration, their deficits and budgets, deficits in
     
     short -- in the school facilities.  These are the needs that we
     
     have, especially the school construction.  Those are the needs
     
     that probably some people from here will talk about.
     
          So I want to say this message on behalf of the Board of
     
     Education as well as the Department of Navajo Education to
     
     welcome all of you.  Thank you very much.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  I want to also introduce Mr. Cal H. Curley,
     
     who is the field representative for Mr. Tom Udall, United States
     
     senate.  Would you stand?  We're going to have Mr. Charley P.
     
     Rose, general counsel of U.S. Department of Education, give us
     
     an overview of the consultation and introduce his fine folks
     
     that have come from U.S. Department of Education.  Mr. Rose.
     
          CHARLIE ROSE:  Well, good morning everybody.  Thank you
     
     very much for being here with us this afternoon -- or this
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     morning and this afternoon.  I'd like to begin by thanking the
     
     Navajo Nation for hosting us today.  It's a deep matter.  It's a
     
     privilege to be here with you to discuss education, which, from
     
     our standpoint, is perhaps the most vital issue facing this
     
     country today, making sure that our next generation has the same
     
     opportunities or even greater opportunities than we did through
     
     achieving a very high quality, a very robust education.
     
          I'd like to begin by acknowledging a few individuals that
     
     have been very instrumental in putting today together.  First I
     
     would like to thank our moderator, Dr. Kalvin White.  We look
     
     forward to working with Dr. White today, but he's been very,
     
     very helpful to us in putting this together.
     
          I would like to thank the gentlemen who made up the color
     
     guard, the Tohatchi Veterans Administration.  Thank you for
     
     donating your time and devoting your energy to this event today.
     
     I would also like to acknowledge the little Borrego Pass School
     
     for their lovely Pledge of Allegiance, as well as the Star
     
     Spangled Banner.  I think the Star Spangled Banner has to be one
     
     of the most difficult songs to sing, and I thought all of you
     
     did a wonderful, wonderful job.  I want to thank you very much
     
     for being here with us, and your presence is also a reminder of
     
     what we're really here for, and that is to provide you with a
     
     country with a future that allows you to fulfill your dreams.
     
     Thank you again for being with us today.
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	I would also like to thank Superintendent Tah, Chairperson

     Ayze, and President Begay for their opening remarks and also for
     
     their help in bringing today together and all the work they do
     
     to ensure high quality education for our country's youth.  I
     
     would also like to thank Timothy Bitsilly for your opening
     
     prayer, and I will come back to that in a moment.
     
          Let me now introduce the senior officials that are joining
     
     me today from the Department of Education.  We have with us
     
     Maggie George, who is the executive director of the White House
     
     Initiative in Tribal Colleges and Universities.  Kevin Jennings
     
     is the assistant deputy secretary for the Office of Safe and
     
     Drug-Free Schools.  Michael Yudin, who is also a deputy
     
     assistant secretary for elementary and secondary education.
     
     Zollie Stevenson, who is the director of our department's Title
     
     I programs.  Jenelle Leonard, who is the acting director of the
     
     Office of Indian Affairs.  Bernard Garcia, who works with
     
     Jenelle in the Office of Indian Education.  I'm very, very
     
     grateful that they have joined us here today for this
     
     consultation.
     
          With that, let me share with you a few -- a few opening
     
     remarks before we begin to listen to all of you, and I want to
     
     go back to the opening prayer that Mr. Bitsilly shared with us
     
     today.  When I was listening to Mr. Bitsilly, he made two
     
     comments which resonated to me.
     
          One was the need to work in unison, and the other was
     
     accepting criticism as the first stage of learning.  When the
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     President of the United States addressed the Tribal Nations
     
     Conference and Interactive Discussion With Tribal Leaders on
     
     November 5th in Washington, it was a historic conference, but
     
     one of the observations that the President shared with us is as
     
     follows:
     
          "I know what it means to feel ignored and forgotten and
     
     what it means to struggle, so you will not be forgotten as long
     
     as I am in this White House.  Together, working together, we're
     
     going to make sure that the first Americans along with all
     
     Americans get the opportunities they deserve."  (Applause)
     
          And when I was listening to Mr. Bitsilly, your phrase "work
     
     in unison" resonated with me.  It's certainly what the President
     
     of the United States was trying to point out to all of us, but
     
     particularly Federal officials with his comments, but in order
     
     to ensure that his comments didn't ring hollow, that they were
     
     simply words without actions, the President directed all of us
     
     at the Federal agencies -- we have the privilege to work for the
     
     American people -- to follow up on his commitments, and one of
     
     the directives that the President gave us was that each agency
     
     should submit to the White House and to the American people a
     
     plan of actions, and pursuant to the President's directive, the
     
     Department of Education submitted his plan of actions back on
     
     February 4th of 2010, and in that plan of actions, we outline a
     
     variety of activities that we want to take in order to ensure
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	that the President's commitments, promises to the Indian country
     
     come true, that they are put into actions and not simply words,
     
     but I think it's important for us today to share with you the
     
     four guiding principles that are the hallmark of our plan of
     
     action, that are the hallmark of the approach that we're trying
     
     to take to tribal consultations.
     
          The first principle is the U.S. recognizes the right of
     
     Federally-recognized Indian tribes to self-government and
     
     supports tribal sovereignty and self-determination.  The second
     
     principle, In general, this forms -- this right forms the basis
     
     of every Federal policy or program that has tribal implications.
     
          Third, regular and meaningful dialogue is the appropriate
     
     vehicle for ensuring that this right is reflected in Federal
     
     policies and programs and that the Department of Education will
     
     ensure that the unique education and culturally-related academic
     
     needs of the American Indians and Alaska natives are met.
     
          Those are the four principles that guide the Department of
     
     Education's plan of actions, that guide our work.  We're here
     
     today to talk about the ESEA reauthorization.  I don't need to
     
     share with you the current state of American education, and
     
     also, in particular, American Indian education in this country.
     
          Suffice it to say that the state of education in this
     
     country needs work.  We have fallen over the last ten to fifteen
     
     years from being Number 1 in the world -- Number 1 in the world
     
     in the number of college graduates that we have in the United
     
     States compared to all other countries in the world to roughly
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     15th.  We're still at 40 percent.
     
          The leading country in this world now has 60 percent of
     
     their youth with college degrees.  The President has given us,
     
     the Department of Education and the American people generally a
     
     goal, and that is to be Number 1 again in the world in the
     
     number of college graduates that we have by the year 2020.
     
          So we have a very, very difficult, challenging, but
     
     worthwhile task ahead of us.  Instrumental in achieving the
     
     President's goal is ESEA re-authorization, or as President Bush
     
     called it, No Child Left Behind.  No Child Left Behind exposed
     
     the achievement gap in this country among various populations,
     
     and for that, No Child Left Behind will leave a permanent and
     
     beneficial impact on public education.
     
          However, when we look at No Child Left Behind, it did much
     
     damage, as well, and nowhere did it do more damage than it did
     
     in Indian country.  We can talk about that today, and we want to
     
     hear your thoughts on how we can repair the damage and how we
     
     can use ESEA re-authorization as a vehicle to move our country's
     
     system of public education forward, including American Indian
     
     education.
     
          However, one of the aspects that we are very troubled by
     
     was the narrowing of the curriculum that resulted in the focus
     
     on English and math to the exclusion of almost everything else,
     
     including Native American languages and culture in this country.
     
     So we're here to listen to you.  We're here to listen to you in
15
     
     
     
     
     a spirit of unison, as Mr. Bitsilly advised us.
     
          So with those opening remarks, let me finish with two other
     
     thoughts.  One is that we appreciate the fact that the Navajo
     
     Nation has already submitted to the Secretary of Education a
     
     document which outlines many of your thoughts on the ESEA
     
     blueprint, which we issued earlier this year, and we appreciate
     
     that document, and we look forward to today to being the next
     
     step in continuing conversation about what you think we need to
     
     do with this unique opportunity that's presented to us with the
     
     opportunity to re-authorize ESEA and correct many of the
     
     problems that we saw with No Child Left Behind.
     
          The second thought I want to leave with you in these
     
     opening remarks is something that Mr. Bitsilly said, and that is
     
     accepting criticism as the first stage in learning.  What has
     
     become clear to all of us at the Department of Education in
     
     these tribal consultations -- and this is the fifth of six
     
     tribal consultations that we're conducting around the country --
     
     is that accepting this criticism, accepting and listening really
     
     is indeed the first step in learning, because it forces us to
     
     engage in self-assessment, to look at what we're here for and to
     
     look at what we want to accomplish with the unique opportunity
     
     that the President and ultimately the American people have given
     
     us to be in Washington representing them, and so we welcome all
     
     of your comments, the criticisms, the positives, but all of
     
     those comments combined are the first step in learning, and we
16
     
     
     
     
     at the Department of Education in our relationships with Indian
     
     country have a long way to go, but we're taking the first steps
     
     through these consultations.
     
          We want to listen.  They're having an impact.  They're
     
     forcing us to engage in a self-assessment to see what we can do
     
     better to deliver on the trust responsibilities in the area of
     
     education that this country is made to the Indian country.  So
     
     thank you.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Well, we're back on schedule.  I think all
     
     the Indians got on their war ponies and kicked them extra hard
     
     to get us back on a timely schedule.  I think that's a little
     
     assimilation that worked.  We're going to proceed with our
     
     consultation for the Southwest region here, and we're calling
     
     upon all these fine looking, intelligent tribal leaders that are
     
     sitting here, and we do have some other tribal leaders here,
     
     members of the Navajo Nation Council.  I see a few of you in the
     
     audience.  Could you please stand.  Maybe they all left.
     
          Senator Tsosie, Council Delegate Tsosie, is here with us.
     
     Thank you for being here with us, and then some of our
     
     neighboring tribal leaders from Zuni, Apache, Southern Utes,
     
     Council people, Hopi, can you please rise too.  (Applause) Thank
     
     you.  Thank you for being here.
     
          The protocol we're going to -- we're going to follow is we
     
     have two mikes, and they're functional, I believe, two wireless
     
     mikes.  It's very important that our two recorders -- these
17
     
     
     
     
     fine, beautiful ladies sitting right in front of you here,
     
     they're going to record this process and this proceeding and all
     
     the information that is shared.
     
          Our original intent was for you to come up here and to give
     
     your presentation, but that's when we only had one mike.  Now we
     
     have two mikes, and they work.  Right, Hondo?  Okay.  Well,
     
     we're ready to go, and this is how we're going to proceed.  I'm
     
     going to have Mr. Tah, Superintendent of Schools, go ahead and
     
     start this Tribal consultation process, to give his statement,
     
     and then along with Mr. Ayze, Navajo Nation Council Education
     
     Committee representative, and then along with our Mr. Jimmie C.
     
     Begay, Navajo Nation Board of Education statement, and then we
     
     have an elder statesman here.  We're so fortunate to have in our
     
     presence Dr. Peterson Zah, former tribal chairman, former Navajo
     
     Nation president, and we're going to give him the honor to speak
     
     after our tribal leaders.
     
          Then from there, we'll go in an orderly fashion, send that
     
     mike around to each and every one of you seated at the table to
     
     make a presentation.  Somewhere around 11:45, we're going to
     
     stop, and we're going to have lunch.  We're going to provide
     
     lunch here for all of you, feed you, make sure you have a nice
     
     hot meal in your belly to continue on in the afternoon, not to
     
     put you to sleep, but to reenergize you again and to move
     
     forward with our discussion.
     
          So we'll start here with Mr. Andrew Tah.
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             ANDREW TAH:  Thank you, Dr. White.  I will share with you
     
     several of the points from the Navajo Nation.  With our Title X
     
     Navajo Nation sovereignty in education, I have two major goals.
     
     One is establishment of the State Education Agency.  The Navajo
     
     Nation seeks to acquire the status of an SEA as recognized by
     
     U.S. Department of Education.
     
          The ESEA clearly state its support for Navajos -- or
     
     tribal -- excuse me, tribal sovereignty and self-determination.
     
     The re-authorization of ESEA needs to include additional
     
     language for development of a tribal education department and
     
     tribal education agency, the ultimate authority of governance
     
     over schools within their boundary serving their valuable
     
     resources, children.
     
          The Navajo Nation amended the tribal education laws.  Even
     
     the Department of Education derived their responsibility to
     
     govern educational matters affecting Navajo children.  Further,
     
     this act, the Navajo Nation Sovereign and Education Act of 2005,
     
     established the NET educational content standards, curricula,
     
     and assessment tools in Navajo language culture, history,
     
     government, and character development to close the
     
     achievement -- academic achievement gap that exists on the
     
     Navajo Nation.
     
          It has been specifically documented that these factors
     
     enhance student character development which impacts student
     
     achievement positive to lead.  Number 2, the Navajo Nation's
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     adequate yearly progress.  The Navajo Nation seeks to establish
     
     its own AYP formula and accountability system.
     
          The Department of Education has developed a longitudinal
     
     database which enables the department to track individual
     
     student's performance scores over time.  The Navajo AYP formula
     
     will include both Federally required accountability measures as
     
     well as assessment data from the Navajo standard -- standards.
     
          The Navajo Nation supports the use of academic growth
     
     scores as legitimate alternative to fix proficiency scores
     
     measured currently by No Child Left Behind.  However, the
     
     definition of such scores is complex and the authorization --
     
     re-authorization of ESEA should be careful not to define the
     
     term, as stated by Mr. Rose, that are so narrow that they end up
     
     in effect modeling No Child Left Behind proficiency scores.
     
          Thirdly, the Navajo Nation's accountability workbook as
     
     required by No Child Left Behind, the Navajo Nation submitted
     
     the Navajo Nation's accountability workbook to the Bureau of
     
     Indian Education to create an academically accountability system
     
     on the -- on the Navajo Nation for the tribally-controlled
     
     schools.
     
          The accountability workbook required accountability of
     
     schools on the Navajo Nation be driven by both core academic
     
     standards and the NET content standards.  The workbook
     
     reinforced the cultural content imbedded in the Navajo language,
     
     culture, history, government, and character development.
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           We strongly believe that Navajo students will make a
     
     tremendous contribution to the global society when they are
     
     grounded in their own culture and language.  Title I Section
     
     1116 and 25 CFR creates the opportunity for development
     
     alternative definition of AYP that are more appropriate tailored
     
     to the unique history and culture of the nation.
     
          The re-authorization of ESEA needs to clarify what is meant
     
     by alternative definition of AYP, in which the government agency
     
     has jurisdiction over the implementation of implied
     
     accountability system, such as initiative requires.  The Navajo
     
     Nation supports methods reform that promotes of the use of
     
     performance, formative, end of the year assessment.  This range
     
     of alternatives is especially relevant to Indian tribe
     
     developing culture and language standards, which are the best
     
     assessment by the legitimate authority of local educators using
     
     performance assessment.
     
          Some of the resources that have been made available, such
     
     as Race to the Top, the Navajo Nation seeks eligibility to apply
     
     for Race to the Top funds along with other grants,
     
     opportunities.  The Navajo Nation governs some of the lowest
     
     performance schools in the country.  Includes in this list are
     
     BIA schools.
     
          The Navajo Nation needs grants to sport the infrastructure
     
     of its own education agency, not unlike those that states have
     
     received in the past and receive currently.  We are supportive
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     of the competitive grant system, but needs based funding
     
     which -- on which to build while we seek to create an innovative
     
     Navajo school system.
     
          Amend ESEA authorizing the Secretary of Education to make
     
     agreement directly with Indian tribe essentially conveys the SEA
     
     status for a specific purpose which will enable tribes to seek
     
     Federal funding for developing the capacity of self-governance.
     
     Core standards.  The Navajo Nation supports implementation of
     
     common core academic standards for reading and math.
     
          The Navajo Nation is located in three different states:
     
     Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.  Each state implemented different
     
     academic standard with different academic requirements allowing
     
     some schools to meet AYP, while others do not because of the
     
     different standards and academic requirements.
     
          The Navajo Nation seeks to incorporate common core academic
     
     standards into its accountability plan.  However, this plan will
     
     be augmented with Navajo standards, which Navajo Nation
     
     currently is -- which the Navajo Nation is critical to the
     
     successful education of the Navajo children.
     
          Impact Aid.  The Navajo Nation recognize and appreciate the
     
     $100 million allocated for Impact Aid construction in the
     
     American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  However, Impact Aid has
     
     been underfunded since 1970, and the backlog of the facility and
     
     program needs for schools serving Navajo children is very large.
     
          The majority of the Navajo students attending public
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     schools on the Navajo Nation, many of these schools are in need
     
     of improved school facility and technology to support their
     
     education.  The other important part of the 2005 Sovereignty Act
     
     is our NET language that is legislated by Ester Martinez Native
     
     Language Act.
     
          The Navajo Nation support increases in funding for native
     
     language preservation through competitive grant to tribes and
     
     tribal organizations.  The Navajo language is critical to the
     
     existence and survival of Navajo people.  Navajo Nation research
     
     has documented that schools, students, and teachers who speak
     
     the Dine language excel academically and are less likely to
     
     engage in nonproductive behavior while at school.
     
          School that have successfully implemented cultural infusion
     
     programs using the Navajo language as a point of intervention
     
     have closed the achievement gap at a higher rate than schools
     
     that did not have such programs.  Recommendation for
     
     re-authorization of the ESEA title programming law.
     
          The re-authorization -- re-authorization of ESEA should
     
     recognize the legal status of tribal educational agency, where
     
     the educational and fiduciary responsibility held by other State
     
     Education Agency.  SEA lacks status for tribal education
     
     agencies should give them the right to apply for and use Title I
     
     school improvement money, where school program primarily serving
     
     the children, and these funding appropriations should be
     
     contractually directed with U.S. Department of Education.
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              Alternatively, rewrite Title I Section 1116, which
     
     specifies that BIE can provide technical assistance to tribes
     
     that are developing an alternative definition of AYP to read
     
     that BIA can provide grants to tribal government for technical
     
     assistance.
     
          Currently, there is considerable confusion about the right
     
     of Tribal Education Agency and the role of BIA appropriations.
     
     Funding for Title II and Title III should be delegated directly
     
     to Tribal Education Agency with the specific right to allocate
     
     and use these funds to support and promote Navajo language,
     
     culture, and curricula.
     
          Rewrite Title VII of ESEA, giving tribal government the
     
     opportunity to create educational charter to facility greater
     
     freedom and innovation in funding in the administration of
     
     Indian education.  The Title VII should be rewritten to fully --
     
     more fully recognize the right of Tribal Education Agency to
     
     receive Impact Aid funds where appropriate and where for public
     
     schools to ensure that Indian children are fairly represented
     
     and supported in local decisions about the use of these funds.
     
     Thank you.
     
          ANDY AYZE:  Thank you again for providing the time.  Before
     
     I get -- I don't mind taking the ten minutes of my time to
     
     acknowledge someone here.  The building that we're sitting in
     
     here, we wouldn't have that opportunity to have a building such
     
     as this by a man that works so hard on behalf of the Navajo
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     Nation and the education department, and I want to acknowledge
     
     him.
     
          I always put forth when I introduce him in a way of the
     
     next best looking (Native Language) on the Navajo reservation to
     
     yours truly, and I repeat, the next best looking (Native
     
     Language) on the reservation.  I want to acknowledge my brother,
     
     who is so supportive of the Navajo Nation Education program, and
     
     he's going further to work with the Arizona State University.
     
          I want him to stand because he's one of our great leaders,
     
     chairman and president of the Navajo Nation, Dr. Peterson Zah.
     
     Can you stand up for a second, please.  (Applause)  I'm going to
     
     be going through some of the areas right quickly, and we're
     
     going to make sure that you do take a copy of this from the
     
     Navajo Nation point of view as far as what we need and what we
     
     have to have understood.
     
          The re-authorization of the Elementary Secondary Act, I
     
     think needs to be revisited to benefit the education of our
     
     children.  I want to point out a few items and the intent of
     
     what we actually specifically mean.
     
          The primary responsibilities of the bureau.  Number 1, we
     
     need to include in the re-authorization of the Secondary Act the
     
     following:  Under some certain section, 1120, the policy.  We
     
     need to look at the clarification in support of tribal
     
     sovereignty, and as far as rewriting the section in 1116, it
     
     specifies that BIE can provide the technical assistance to
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     tribes.
     
          As we look at AYP, as we work with the schools here, the
     
     definition, what we can provide as technical assistance is
     
     concerned, one the major items we need to consider is the
     
     language and the development.  What we can provide to the Tribal
     
     Education Department and our Tribal Education Agency giving them
     
     the full legal rights and responsibilities to show that
     
     governance of the tribal-controlled schools.  I think by doing
     
     so, we can be able to acknowledge the definitions.  We can be
     
     able to communicate in a much more specific area of how we can
     
     be able to proceed in the developments.
     
          Number 2 -- some of the areas that I want also to cover,
     
     Mr. Andrew Tah covered much of that, such as the Title VII.  So
     
     I'm not going to repeat some of the areas that Mr. Andrew Tah
     
     has already mentioned.  Number 2, the revision to the
     
     accountability plans creating the opportunity developing --
     
     developing alternative definitions of AYP that are more
     
     appropriately tailored to the unique history and culture of
     
     Indian communities, and I think we need to have the government
     
     agencies having the jurisdiction on the implementation in the
     
     communities.
     
          One of the areas we look at is looking at eliminating the
     
     2014 deadline for educational proficiency.  I think by doing so,
     
     we can be able to provide the -- the more opening process.  We
     
     support from the Navajo Nation the idea of the national
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     standards in a common core curriculum.
     
          However, the Education Secondary Act, we need to define
     
     accountability broadly to recognize alternative definitions and
     
     the economic proficiency.  Navajo standards for culture,
     
     language, government, history, and character are the most --
     
     some of the most important.
     
          In our re-authorizations of schools, we met that
     
     requirement as far as the culture, language is concerned.  We
     
     have that requirement so the schools can be able to promote that
     
     culture and language within their schools.  We support the
     
     academic growth.
     
          The alternative proficiency, the score measures current --
     
     currently used by the No Child Left Behind, again, we go back to
     
     the definition.  We need to define the scores where it can be
     
     able to be complex within this re-authorization of the Secondary
     
     Act.
     
          We also support the testing reforms that promote the use of
     
     performance and formative and end of the year assessments.  We
     
     need to recognize the right of the tribal governments to
     
     collect, manage, and analyze student level data for purpose of
     
     monitoring educational progress and plans for improvement.
     
          One of the areas that we want to see right now at the
     
     present time with the educational department being established
     
     within the Navajo Nation, we have -- we have the skill to look
     
     at these areas.  We have the staff that are on board that can be
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     able to provide the data, if we can be able to provide some
     
     technical assistance from BIE.
     
          Number 3 is developing the infrastructure school
     
     improvement.  We need to reintroduce self-determination, the
     
     grants for developing constitutional organizational
     
     capabilities.  The Navajo Nation, we support the funding of
     
     recruitment and better pay policies that would attract and
     
     reward high quality teachers.
     
          The Secondary Act should provide guidelines for venture
     
     with tribal governments for the administration of funding of
     
     these initiatives.  The re-authorization of the Secondary Act
     
     should promote research, funding, and best practices for our
     
     real small tribal schools.
     
          As I mentioned in the opening statement, we have a lot of
     
     small communities which are in the rural areas, and sometimes
     
     our officials fail to look at these small community rural areas,
     
     and one of the areas that we also say when we say that is in
     
     these rural areas, it's so hard because schools, the
     
     communities, people, our children that live in these areas are
     
     still without electricity, are still without running water, and
     
     there are some of our children that are still riding buses for
     
     about an hour, and imagine that, waiting for the bus about 5:30,
     
     6:00 a.m. in the morning, getting to school, they're already
     
     tired out.
     
          After school, some of our kids are in extracurricular
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     activities.  They get home when it's dark, using a kerosene lamp
     
     doing their homework.  All of these play a -- I would say a
     
     proficiency role in how we have to really look at the
     
     educational system for our children.
     
          The Navajo Nation, we support the idea of turnaround
     
     reforms, which is described in the U.S. Department of Education
     
     literature.  We want to serve as strategies and improving our
     
     failing schools.  We support the study tracking of status in our
     
     educational system.  We also use this as our educational
     
     communicator.
     
          We want to request specifically tribal education funding
     
     from Congress.  We want -- we want Congress to know, we want
     
     Congress to understand our educational need.  You know, in the
     
     past, there has always been a question of how we can be able to
     
     provide the proficiency, the standards where we can be at the
     
     same level, and I think this is one of the areas that we need to
     
     specifically look at.
     
          Supporting the funding of 638 planning grants, contracts,
     
     the Federal government functions related to tribal education
     
     matters, I think we want to overall be recognized in the trial
     
     sovereignty, our tribal sovereignty.  I think by providing the
     
     clear policy direction for BIE to support the department of our
     
     tribal government, we can be able to provide and develop
     
     educational policies and practice supporting school improvements
     
     and accountability, and as I have mentioned some of the areas I
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     went through right quickly, and we will provide a copy for you,
     
     so you can be able to review that in a much thorough basis when
     
     you have given that time to do so.  Thank you.  (Applause)
     
          CHARLIE ROSE:  Mr. Chairperson, do you mind if I just ask a
     
     quick question before you start?  Let me review.  On the role of
     
     the Tribal Education Agencies and Tribal Education Departments,
     
     that is an issue that we've been doing quite a bit of
     
     exploration at and follow-up at the Department of Education, but
     
     I'm curious as to your views on the breadth of what you're
     
     looking at, because, as you know, there is a variety of schools
     
     in this country that educate Native American students.
     
          There is the BIE schools, and the BIE schools are contract
     
     schools.  There is also BIE schools that are directly run, both
     
     which are on tribal lands.  There is also a regular public
     
     schools that happen to be on tribal territory.  There is also
     
     regular public schools that are off tribal lands that do educate
     
     students that live on the reservation.  There is private
     
     schools, and there is probably -- there is like charter schools.
     
          So I'm wondering in terms of your views of the role of the
     
     department of -- the Tribal Education Departments and Tribal
     
     Department Agencies in essence becoming a State Education
     
     agency, would your view of the -- of a more robust, empowered
     
     TEA or TED extend to all of those type of schools, the BIE
     
     schools, the regular public schools on tribal territory,
     
     rough -- rough lands, the regular public schools that are off
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     tribal lands, that children on the reservation lands, et cetera.
     
          So I would like you to address that, because when we hear
     
     about this issue on various consultations, there is a wide
     
     variety of views that help people view the role of the TEAs and
     
     TEDs.  Thank you.
     
          ANDY AYZE:  Thank you for your concerned question.  One of
     
     the areas that the Navajo Nation Education Committee are taking
     
     the initiative right now, not really separating the schools,
     
     because we all say that our children are going to that school
     
     for the same purpose.
     
          So right now we have the steps toward working with the
     
     state public schools into creating -- I guess we see not really
     
     saying that you are a public school, and we are a Navajo Nation,
     
     or a contract school.  We see a lot of public schools as a
     
     feeder to these schools, you know, and I think whereby going
     
     through that process, we will be able to initiate a lot more,
     
     and as far as requiring also the teaching, as far as how we can
     
     able to use that process to get our qualification standards up
     
     to standard, up to par.
     
          JIMMIE C. BEGAY:  Good morning again.  (Native Language)
     
     Again, my name is Jimmie C. Begay.  It will be a position paper,
     
     creating a tribally-controlled Department of Education with the
     
     rights and responsibilities of a sovereign state.  I represent
     
     the Navajo Nation Board of Education.
     
          The goal of the Navajo Nation is to develop an educational
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     system that endorses its culture, sustain its language, promote
     
     the academic success of the children and also adults.  The
     
     Navajo Nation is taking initiatives to develop a functional
     
     department of education that would serve the state educational
     
     agencies around the country, with this (inaudible) among others
     
     by which the school could be established.
     
          The United States Department of Education could recognize
     
     and support the Navajo Nation Department of Education as a legal
     
     entity comparable to that of a state educational agency.
     
     Secondly, the United States Department of Interior could respond
     
     to Navajo Nation's interest in stopping control over educational
     
     matters through the pueblo contract process for the Navajo
     
     Nation to assume educational responsibilities for Bureau of
     
     Indian Education grant schools.
     
          Thirdly, the United States Department of Education could
     
     write a unique charter with the Navajo Nation's Department of
     
     Education that would enable to serve like a state educational
     
     agency.  The following points elaborate the rationale for
     
     establishing a Navajo Nation Department of Education as a state
     
     line education agency.
     
          One, the vast majority of Navajo students, especially in
     
     the BIE schools, consist of six or seven percent do not meet
     
     academic standards as spelled out in the NCLB law.  In 2005, the
     
     Navajo Nation Tribal Council passed the Sovereignty Indian
     
     Education Act, which act facility recognized the authority and
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     responsibility of the Navajo government for the education of its
     
     people.
     
          The successful education of Navajo children would require
     
     the engaged commitment of parents and communities imbedded in a
     
     cultural and values of the Dine people.  The Navajo Nation
     
     Department of Education has been developing Navajo programs
     
     related to key Navajo standards, which consist of the culture,
     
     the language, history, governance and character, which in our
     
     term is ke.
     
          Fourth, the Navajo Nation has submitted through the BIE a
     
     consolidated accountability workbook to the United States
     
     Department of Education on May 28, 2009.  While the BIE agreed
     
     to fund this endeavor, it has not yet done so.  Fifth, this plan
     
     for giving the Department of Education authority would
     
     explicitly oversee the 34 tribally-controlled BIE grant schools
     
     located within the boundaries of the Navajo Nation.
     
          And sixth, in closing, education through the BIE state
     
     public school system have done -- have been on the reservation
     
     for 142 years.  We need to take more responsibilities for
     
     students to ensure that they receive a quality education because
     
     of the mere fact that these youths are our future.
     
          When a quality education is absent from the lives of the
     
     students, it seriously impacts the livelihood of the Navajo
     
     Nation.  Our people need basic academic skills to raise healthy
     
     families and to make positive contributions to our Navajo
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     communities and society.
     
          The Navajo Nation absorbs the impact to the education for
     
     our people.  We are seeking more control of our destiny and our
     
     nation through the development of the Navajo education system
     
     that preserves our language and culture, while providing a sound
     
     core academic content in reading, writing, math and science.
     
          We are confident that our nation will make significant
     
     strides forward given this opportunity to demonstrate our skills
     
     and knowledge.  Lastly, is that we pressed through this
     
     re-authorization that the funding would come from the BIE, maybe
     
     through a grant process or come along 9368 contractors functions
     
     from the BIA, so the nation can start to move ahead with this
     
     endeavor.  Thank you.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you.  A couple more introductions.  We
     
     have Debora Norris is the director of Indian Education, Arizona
     
     Department of Education.  Please rise.  (Applause)  And then
     
     also we have Mr. Ron Lee, who is representing the Native Policy
     
     Group.
     
          We will continue on with Dr. Zah's presentation, and then
     
     from there, we're going to extend an invitation to our visiting
     
     tribes that have come here.  There is two at the table from our
     
     Apache relatives, and we will turn some time over to them after
     
     Dr. Zah.  Dr. Zah.
     
          PETERSON ZAH:  Thank you. (Native Language)  Washington
     
     visitors, thanks for coming out and being with us today.  I
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     don't have any written statement as such to hand out to people,
     
     but when it comes to education, you don't need a written
     
     statement.  It's something that we live with all our lives.
     
     (Applause).
     
          So my remark is going to be something that I just
     
     experienced and things that I know, and it will come from the
     
     heart.  One of the things that I think we need to keep in mind
     
     is this, that we appreciate the Federal government for coming.
     
     They were made to come to hear us out.  (Applause) (Native
     
     Language).
     
          They may have opinions of their own, but they are here to
     
     listen, and what made them come is this statement that I'm just
     
     going to read to you.  On November 5, 2009, the Indian tribes in
     
     the United States had a meeting with the President of the United
     
     States in Washington, and it was all over the issue of tribal
     
     consultation, to strengthen that, to revisit tribal
     
     consultation, and I think every leader in this country that
     
     represented an Indian tribe, they went through the process
     
     several times, and I remember also taking the same road with
     
     President Clinton when he first came into office, and we worked
     
     very hard to enhance that.
     
          So here we are.  Years went by.  A new president is in
     
     there.  New congressional delegations are there, new senators,
     
     and we always have to go back and reeducate them, and that's
     
     what was happening, (Applause), and that's why the President
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     wanted to make sure that the Federal government official pay
     
     attention to the fact that we exist out here out in the country
     
     with our own children that we have a responsibility for.
     
          So they were made, I believe, to come by this statement
     
     that I'm going to read to you.  When they had a session, the
     
     Indian leaders with the President, as I understand it, he left
     
     the room for a while, and then he came back, and they were ready
     
     to conclude the process of consulting with one another, and the
     
     President said this.
     
          He told the Indian people, "I know what it means to feel
     
     ignored and forgotten, and I know what it means to struggle, so
     
     you will not be forgotten as long as I'm in the White House.
     
     Together, working together, we're going to make sure that the
     
     first Americans, along with all the other Americans, get
     
     opportunities they deserve."
     
          That was a statement that he made, and I believe that is
     
     why we are here.  Some remarks about what have been said.  The
     
     question that Charley Rose raised -- and I would like to maybe
     
     explain it a little.  The next best looking guy made his remarks
     
     in response to that, but here is here is the situation.
     
          On this reservation, Navajo is unique.  Navajo is
     
     different.  It's larger than any other American Indian tribe
     
     with a huge land base.  So we're different.  We're unique in our
     
     own ways, but here is our situation.  We have about five or six
     
     different kinds of schools.
36
     
     
     
     
          You have contract schools.  You have private schools.  You
     
     have all these different schools.  We have state public school
     
     system from Arizona, from New Mexico, and from Utah, and all
     
     those three states have their own rules that govern those public
     
     schools on this reservation, and so you have different schools,
     
     and what these gentlemen are trying to do and the tribal leaders
     
     and the education committee and the Navajo Nation, they're
     
     trying to put the schools under one roof, so that when they make
     
     the policy, that those policies have strength, have teeth, so
     
     that they can control some of the things that the kids learn in
     
     school.  That's what they're trying to do.
     
          The problem is this, that they're not being trusted by the
     
     local public schools out there.  You have superintendents, sorry
     
     to say, many of them being nonIndians, that campaign against
     
     what the tribe is trying to do, (Applause), and they don't trust
     
     them, and so that's out there out in the open.
     
          The tribal government, the tribal leaders are not in a
     
     position in many cases to answer those questions that they raise
     
     right now, except the tribal leaders are also creating the
     
     problems for themselves, (Applause), because of what happens
     
     politically here in town in Window Rock, and so you can fault
     
     both sides.
     
          Our tribal leaders are not living up to certain standards,
     
     accountability, (Native Language), and because of that, the
     
     public schools don't trust them, and then it goes the other way.
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     Well, here I am as a grandfather.  I like to see all that the
     
     fighting stop in the best interests of our kids, our students,
     
     (Applause), as least on this issue, so that the children are
     
     prepared, like you said, all the three gentlemen elaborated on
     
     that, so that students are ready to go on to college, to choose
     
     a career, whatever it is that they want to be, and when I read
     
     the material that came out of the U.S. Department of Education,
     
     the booklet that you have, and the President's goal in
     
     education, that's the first thing he says, is to get all of the
     
     schools such that it prepares the students, so that the student
     
     can go on to college and choose a career and then become
     
     whatever it is that they want to be.
     
          If the public schools are not doing the job, because these
     
     guys continue to fight, we'll never get there like the way we
     
     want, and I'm down there at Arizona State University, and I have
     
     all of these schools, Navajo children.  Their parents drive them
     
     down there to the university, and they dump them on their
     
     campus, and they say, Mr. Zah, here, you educate them.  I don't
     
     know if they're ready or not, and so we're -- we're having those
     
     students that we have to educate, and the parents expect them to
     
     do well, but one thing that sometimes they don't know is how ill
     
     prepared they are.  They're not ready.
     
          So we want the schools to prepare these kids so that the
     
     day they're driving down to Arizona State University, I know I'm
     
     getting the top-notch student that really is looking for that
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     opportunity.  That's what we're looking for, and I think that's
     
     the only way for us to get to where we want to go, and so the
     
     fault goes both ways.  The fault goes both ways.
     
          Responsibility lies with both parties, and the Federal
     
     government, you are here to listen and to observe and to hear
     
     the local leaders, and I hope that when you go back, that you
     
     would treat us in a unique way.  We're very, very unlike many,
     
     many of the other Indian tribes because they're so small.
     
          This place is large, huge, and we have something like
     
     80,000 children of school age that these people are responsible
     
     for.  So I just wanted to tell you that and make sure that you
     
     know some of those differences when you go back to your
     
     workplace to do some of the things that you need to do in
     
     your -- in your own department.
     
          I just again want to thank you for coming out and listening
     
     to us.  Thank you.  (Applause)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Very well put, Dr. Zah.  Good job.  Thank
     
     you for those statements.
     
          CHARLIE ROSE:  Dr. Zah, thank you very much for being here.
     
     It's my privilege, and we appreciate you taking the time to
     
     equip us today and share your views.  Thank you, President Zah.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  We're going to give this opportunity to some
     
     of our visiting tribes that have come here to Navajo land and
     
     give them an opportunity to make their statement here, those
     
     that are sitting at the table.  I think we have White Mountain
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     Apache, correct?  So we will go with you, and then also
     
     Mescalero Apache.  Our good Apache neighbors, relatives.
     
     (Applause).
     
          Also, for the record, when you come to speak, please
     
     identify yourself and then also the tribe that you're
     
     representing or the entity that you're representing.  Thank you.
     
          ANGELINE HOFFMAN:  Good morning.  Can everyone hear me?  I
     
     will speak a little bit louder.  My name is Angeline Hoffman.
     
     I'm from the White Mountain Apache tribe.  I work with the
     
     education department there.  I'm the director of the tribe, and
     
     this is a great day.  It's so great.  I feel chill bumps all
     
     through my body because this is what we needed.
     
          We're here for one purpose.  It's is to educate our native
     
     youth, and we are here as educators, as leaders of our tribes,
     
     from different tribes from the United States, to come together
     
     and talk about the most important people on our reservation, it
     
     is our youth, and to work together in unity with all the
     
     different educational institutes from our tribe, education
     
     through the public system to the grants and contract schools
     
     through the -- to the Christian schools and charter schools.
     
          We need to all come together and work together in unity to
     
     promote our youth of our people, and I thank Mr. Zah, Dr. Zah,
     
     for his introduction, because as myself, I just entered into
     
     this position just a month.  I just got my doctorate degree from
     
     U of A, and it's been seven years.  (Applause).
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          It took seven years to get my degree, and I was told
     
     through prayers -- prayers are powerful -- that don't apply --
     
     don't fill out applications.  They will come to you.  So my
     
     tribe called me about a month ago and asked me if I wanted to
     
     take this position as the director of education, and I said, "Of
     
     course, I'm honored," because when you -- when I was young, my
     
     mother and father installed in all four of my sisters and myself
     
     that education is important.  Education is very important.  Go
     
     out and seek your education.  When you get your education, no
     
     one can take it away from you, no one, and come back and serve
     
     your people, and that's what I did.
     
          I got my education, and I came back to serve my people, the
     
     Apache people.  Just as well as everyone else here, we're
     
     serving our native people, our youth, and that's the main
     
     purpose why we're here, and I would like to comment that
     
     throughout my research, I research the cultural authentic is the
     
     main goal, and what I'm trying to say is as native people, we
     
     have our own way -- way of life, and we install that in our
     
     child or our kids from the beginning of birth all the way to
     
     when they go to school, all the way to get their higher
     
     education, and -- and what I would like to say is that we do
     
     need to work together with all the school entities on the -- in
     
     the tribe on our reservation.  Stay on the same page.  We need
     
     to have the same curriculum.  We need to focus on our culture
     
     and our language.
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          I know throughout the education system, I taught on the
     
     reservation for several years, four was a grant and contract,
     
     and seven with the public school system, and throughout that, I
     
     realized that our Apache language is dissolving, and we need to
     
     force that in our curriculum within the school system, plus the
     
     culture.
     
          The kids are losing their identity of who they are of being
     
     Apache of Navajo.  We need to enforce that from the beginning
     
     when they step into the doors being at kindergarten all the way
     
     up to high school, and through this system, we can work together
     
     to have everyone on the same page, just like the Navajo people
     
     have a community of coming together, the committees coming
     
     together, and to work with the different school entities to
     
     establish standards that everyone would follow, and I'm here to
     
     support you.
     
          I mean, to -- I'm here to support all the native people,
     
     educators, and to work together.  For our main goal is first for
     
     our youth, our native youth, and I thank everyone for being
     
     here.  I thank you for listening to me.  I just want to say that
     
     our tribe is -- has 2 million acres of lands, and we have over
     
     14. -- 14,000 members, and over that, our population, 50 percent
     
     of them are youth, and we need to invest in our youth and bring
     
     them up the right way, work together to promote our Apache
     
     language, Apache culture, and establish a quality education that
     
     our native youth deserve, and I thank you for coming and
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     listening to us.  Thank you.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Mr. Sandoval.
     
          LESTER SANDOVAL:  I am Lester Sandoval.  I am with the --
     
     I'm a rogue in the Jicarilla Apache tribe, not the Mescalero.  I
     
     would like to make that correction.  Today I'm here to represent
     
     the president of the Jicarilla Apache Nation, Mr. Levi Pesata,
     
     and after I read his statement, I will make a few remarks on
     
     behalf of New Mexico Indian Education, of which I'm the
     
     vice-president.
     
          Tribal leaders officials of the United States and the
     
     Department of Education and other tribal education entities, I
     
     plan to be here today to speak to you to express some of the
     
     concerns that our president, Levi Pesata has made.  Mr. Pesata
     
     was the superintendent of schools in our -- on our reservation,
     
     and he's made some -- he entrusted me to read his statement.
     
          So I will begin.  Thank you for the opportunity to have the
     
     Jicarilla Apache Nation state some of the salient concerns we
     
     have on Indian education.
     
          Number 1, Jicarilla Apache Nation along with other New
     
     Mexico tribes have voiced a continuing concern about how the
     
     Impact Aid monies are allocated in our state.  Why is it that
     
     New Mexico is one of the only two states in our union that uses
     
     the equalized funding formula?  The Impact Aid monies are
     
     Federal monies that is provided to offset the lack of tax
     
     dollars in the Indian reservations and military reservations for
43
     
     
     
     
     students who attend schools on these installations.  The state
     
     of New Mexico takes credit for 95 percent of these monies.
     
     These monies are redistributed to the other 89 school districts
     
     in our state.  The majority of these schools do not have Indian
     
     Native American students, nor are they located on military
     
     installations.  Although the state provides a 25 percent set
     
     aside to schools with Native American students, this is not
     
     enough.  Nor do we have any assurance that these monies are used
     
     for Native American students.
     
          We do not feel that these monies are used for the original
     
     intent of providing in lieu of tax dollars to schools on Indian
     
     reservations, public schools with Native American students, or
     
     military installations.  This has been challenged in the past by
     
     Zuni schools without success.
     
          When this issue was brought to the attention of the New
     
     Mexico Governor Richardson and New Mexico Education Secretary
     
     Veronica Garcia, we were informed that this issue had to be
     
     addressed at the Congressional level in Washington DC.  If this
     
     is the case, my recommendation is that we as Indian tribes need
     
     to unite and lobby on Congressional delegations, so that the
     
     state education funding formula is changed so that the Impact
     
     Aid monies go to schools with significant Native American
     
     populations.  Other states that receive Impact Aid monies use
     
     these monies for signing bonuses for teachers, salaries, and
     
     direct instructional services.  There is probably around
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     $50 million that we're talking about for New Mexico schools.
     
          Number 2.  The second issue would be the Indian Education
     
     Act that was passed by New Mexico Legislature.  There has to be
     
     more enforcement put into this act so that the public schools
     
     comply with the stipulations of this act.  As it stands now,
     
     public schools have pretty much ignored the act.  There should
     
     be more penalties that if public schools do not comply with the
     
     act, that their budgets are not approved.  There should be some
     
     sign off by tribal officials that the public schools have
     
     complied with the act.
     
          Number 3.  The third important issue is that many of our
     
     public schools with significant Native American populations have
     
     trouble meeting AYP.  The State Public Education Department
     
     needs to sit down and reassess the existing requirements for
     
     students to meet AYP.  As it stands, there are about 13 or 14
     
     requirements that need to be met.  This is way too many, and
     
     these requirements work more against the students and the
     
     schools.
     
          There are certain things that would help the students and
     
     the schools, for example, standardize the curriculum.  PED
     
     should not change methodology and curriculum from year to year.
     
     Instructional designs should be customized to Native American
     
     learning styles.  We currently have too many state mandated
     
     tests administered at the wrong times of the year.  Every effort
     
     should be made by public schools to hire Native American
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     teachers or other minority teachers who understand the societal
     
     status of Native Americans.
     
          These are just a few of the issues that we would like to
     
     share with you today.  Thank you for this opportunity.  Signed
     
     Levi Pesata, President Jicarilla Apache Nation.  (Applause)
     
          Now, as the vice-president of the New Mexico Education
     
     Advisory Council, I would like to state a few concerns that we
     
     have.  One of the concerns that we have in working with tribal
     
     groups, especially in New Mexico, is in terms of tribal
     
     education requirements.
     
          For years, they made requests for funding, but virtually no
     
     funding has been made available.  These funding are necessary
     
     for the development of our tribal education programs.  These
     
     further are important because it's put together by tribal
     
     departments that understand the unique needs of our tribal
     
     population, and second, we feel that the tribes need to have
     
     autonomy to -- to develop their own curriculum and to be able to
     
     be accountable also for their own standards.
     
          Then we would like to have the language and culture be
     
     integrated into the school curriculum.  In New Mexico, we -- we
     
     need a lot more work in being able to develop curriculum.  In
     
     fact, I and several tribal men developed the Jicarilla Apache
     
     language curriculum, and it's very extensive, and we know that
     
     it's going to take a lot to be able to implement it, and many
     
     times we talk about the standards.
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          You know, we could have a difficult time to find tribal
     
     members that can meet all those requirements, because we need
     
     people that can understand the culture, be able to speak it, and
     
     understand the nuances of our language, and these basically are
     
     a few things that I would like to stress today.  Thank you.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you to our Apache relatives.  Another
     
     introduction.  We've got Pauline Ann Begay, the Apache County
     
     Superintendent of Schools.  Would you please rise, and she's
     
     here with us.  Thank you, Pauline.  Noreen Sakiestewa,
     
     Sakiestewa.  I'm tearing up your name, but forgive me for that.
     
     The director of Education Hopi Nation.  Thank you for being here
     
     with us.  Any other tribal members?  Zuni or any Southern Ute
     
     people here?  Okay.  Noreen.
     
          NOREEN SAKIESTEWA:  As you can see, I'm a real Hopi.  I'm
     
     going to have to bring this mike down, down, down.  Good
     
     morning.  (Native Language)  Yes, my name is Noreen Sakiestewa,
     
     and I am the director for the Department of Education for the
     
     Hopi Tribe, and I am here today to speak on behalf of our
     
     chairman, Leroy Shigoitewa (phonetic), who was unable to be with
     
     us today.  He has a very important engagement today.  So what I
     
     will be doing is reading his statement to you.
     
          The Hopi Tribe appreciates this opportunity to voice our
     
     comments to the U.S. Department of Education in regard to our
     
     Hopi children.  Their health, their well-being, and success are
     
     crucial to tribal sovereignty.  Our Hopi villages and
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     communities have always placed a high value on education and are
     
     responsible for raising, teaching, and caring for our children,
     
     and our children in turn form the backbone of future Hopi Tribal
     
     success.
     
          In the Tribally-Controlled Schools Act of 1988, Congress
     
     specifically recognized that the Indian self-determination and
     
     Education Assistance Act was and is a crucial positive step
     
     toward tribal and community control, and that the United States
     
     has an obligation to assure maximum Indian participation in the
     
     direction of educational services, so as to render the persons
     
     administering such services and the services themselves more
     
     responsive to the needs and desires of Indian communities, end
     
     quote.
     
          Congress also declared its commitment, again in quote, to
     
     the maintenance of the Federal government's unique and
     
     continuing trust relationship with and responsibility to the
     
     Indian people for the education of Indian children through the
     
     establishment of a meaningful Indian self-determination policy
     
     for education that will deter further preparation --
     
     perpetuation of Federal bureaucratic domination of programs.
     
          Congress further declared that a national goal of the
     
     United States is to provide the resources, processes, and
     
     structures that will enable tribes and local communities to
     
     obtain the quantity and quality of educational services and
     
     opportunities that will permit Indian children, one, to
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     complete -- compete and excel in areas of their choice, and two,
     
     to achieve the measure of self-determination essential to their
     
     social and economic well-being.
     
          With respect to the explicit and implicit language of
     
     Congress in the above cited act, it is the firm position of the
     
     Hopi Tribe that the re-authorization of the Elementary and
     
     Secondary Education Act, ESEA, must honor and support the intent
     
     of Congress with respect to tribal sovereignty and local
     
     control, especially as it pertains to the education of Hopi
     
     children.
     
          To this end, any changes in the ESEA, in addition to
     
     addressing the myriad of educational issues, must serve to
     
     recognize and strengthen tribal and local -- excuse me --
     
     community control of the educational process for their children.
     
     Our Hopi Tribe, tribal government, is well-positioned to address
     
     the educational needs of our children.
     
          Unfortunately, we face many challenges in providing the
     
     best educational opportunities for our children.  Thus, we must
     
     be equipped with resources to improve our tribal education
     
     agencies and the education of our students.  To that end, we
     
     offer the following recommendations:
     
          Under strengthening tribal control of education, first to
     
     require states to enter into collaborative agreements with the
     
     BIE as our state to enable our schools to receive additional
     
     funds to implement remedial programs.  This is the case with the
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     state testing program.
     
          The Hopi Tribe utilizes the state -- Arizona state testing
     
     program.  However, we do not have access to the tutorial
     
     services and other services in regard to testing.  Hopi
     
     administers the state AIMS assessments because the BIE has not
     
     provided standards for the schools, nor the assessments.
     
          In CFR 25, Section 30104, it cites:  The academic content
     
     and student achievement standard assessments and the definition
     
     of AYP are those of the state where the school is located unless
     
     an alternative definition of AYP is proposed by the governing
     
     body or the school board and approved by the secretary.
     
          A memorandum of understanding between the BIA -- E and the
     
     Department of Education, which allowed the schools to take the
     
     state assessment or to develop their own was developed and
     
     implemented without tribal involvement.  Because the trial
     
     Department of Education was not involved in this agreement, this
     
     has resulted in services and materials not being provided to our
     
     schools on an equitable basis.
     
          In addition to allowing a test coordinator at each school,
     
     we ask that all the materials and services provided to public
     
     schools be provided to all Hopi BIE funded schools on the same
     
     basis.  Further, we ask that this inequality in the state
     
     education system be rectified.  It is a relatively small matter,
     
     but one if resolved -- resolved could be beneficial to many
     
     children in years to come.
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            Special education is the second area.  In the state of
     
     Arizona, our special education students do qualify for AIMS A,
     
     which is the alternative assessment designed specifically for
     
     special needs students.  However, off-level testing is
     
     prohibited.  With on-level testing, it can be difficult or
     
     sometimes impossible to bracket a student to determine his or
     
     her actual achievement level.  Thus, the assessment data cannot
     
     be used to informed instructional decision making.
     
          For AYP determination purposes, we are presently required
     
     to use aggregated data.  All students -- these are all students,
     
     including those with special needs, as well as this aggregated
     
     data.  A school can fail to achieve AYP based on the aggregated
     
     data or the data for any of the subgroups which is this
     
     aggregated.  This is a problem.
     
          Philosophically, it sounds good to express the belief that
     
     all children can master the state's standards.  Realistically,
     
     this is not the case, and it results in adverse determination
     
     for AYP purposes.  There is a need to utilize a growth model for
     
     AYP determination.
     
          This concept has been identified as a goal for President
     
     Obama's administration and is presently being piloted in several
     
     states.  The Hopi Tribe supports a growth model for all
     
     students, not just those with special needs.
     
          In the area of data collection, we feel that there is a
     
     need to improve data collection and sharing of data with the
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     tribes.  Data for our students is often incomplete.  There are a
     
     number of reasons for this, including our remote location and
     
     language barriers.
     
          An investment in the development of a data collection
     
     system will ensure that the programs and services being provided
     
     to our students are effective and successful.  Additional data
     
     collection concerns might also focus on the migratory nature of
     
     our students, students with disabilities, and the need for
     
     proper enrollment and placement of our students.
     
          There is also a need to cultivate parental, family, and
     
     tribal community involvement.  Resources should be specifically
     
     designed to tribal communities to support parent and family
     
     involvement, which will also include evening activities, funding
     
     for transportation, support groups for parents of children with
     
     disabilities.
     
          Tribal authority and funding is also needed in order to
     
     conduct cultural training for teachers and administrators.  It
     
     is critical that learning occur in an environment that fosters
     
     an awareness and knowledge of the students' home culture.
     
     Tribes are the best resources to provide the training necessary
     
     to protect and promote this learning atmosphere for their
     
     students.
     
          We also recommend that a new formula be authorized for
     
     grants.  For grant -- granting for emergent schools and
     
     culturally based charter schools, including early childhood
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     centers.  It is largely recognized -- thank you, Mr. Tah.  I
     
     think I'm talking too much.
     
          It is largely recognized that the best way to learn a
     
     language is to fully immerse ones self.  While we have limited
     
     statistical data showing that native language instruction
     
     directly improvements academic success, there is a large body of
     
     qualitative data that shows the correlation of native language
     
     instruction factors that do improve academic success.
     
          Therefore, it is critically important to have sustainable
     
     funding for research that will demonstrate this statistical
     
     correlation.  We also recommend the increase on the grounds
     
     resources and provisions from the BIE for the schools.  Schools
     
     in the BIE system struggle on a daily basis to provide a quality
     
     education to our students with insufficient funding to
     
     accomplish their mission.
     
          We need additional resources for personnel and relevant
     
     nonpersonnel expenditures to support student success and the
     
     additional flexibility to provide such support.  Special
     
     direction should be given to the Secretary of the Interior to
     
     fund BIE schools on the amount of need as regulated at 25 CFR,
     
     Part 39, Subpart H.  Just as state, we'll be asked to measure
     
     and report on resource disparities and develop a plan to tackle
     
     them, so should the BIE schools.
     
          In the area of consultation, the re-authorization of the
     
     ESEA must include specific language requiring the Department of
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     Education to consult with tribal governments.  Whenever the DOE
     
     consults with states or local education agencies, when it is
     
     appropriate, the Hopi Tribe should be specifically included.
     
          This will allow us to build a positive relationship, to
     
     allow for all tribal programs to continue to have input to
     
     identify solutions to the issues that confront them.  In
     
     addition, prior notification of all consultations, as well as
     
     sufficient time to prepare for such consultations, will allow
     
     for ways to better meet the needs of our Hopi children and
     
     families.
     
          Hopi is also very unique in that we have no public schools
     
     on Hopi.  All we have are BIE schools.  For the most part, they
     
     are tribally-controlled schools, public law 297 schools with two
     
     BIE schools remaining.  So we are unique in that way.  However,
     
     we do have partnerships with our local communities, you know,
     
     that includes Navajo, and also, it includes the city of
     
     Flagstaff and Winslow.
     
          So we are surrounded, if you will, with our neighbors who
     
     we partner with on different resources, but our population is at
     
     about 15,000, but 5,000 of them -- of us live -- reside off of
     
     the reservation.  Our total enrollment for all of the our Hopi
     
     schools probably is around 2,000 all together.
     
          So we are a small tribe, but as I stated and as our
     
     chairman stated earlier, Hopi has always placed a very high
     
     value on education, and we want our children to be successful in
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     whatever school they attend.
     
          So we thank you for this opportunity to address you, and we
     
     welcome you to Navajo land, and as you're going home, perhaps
     
     you will go through Hopi.  Respectfully submitted from our Hopi
     
     Tribal Chairman, Leroy Shigoitewa (phonetic).  (Applause).
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you, Noreen, for that fine statement.
     
     We appreciate you being a part of our gathering here.  We're
     
     going to proceed.  I understand lunch isn't going to be ready
     
     until 12:00 noon.  So I guess our little sheep got away, ran out
     
     of the old corral there, but they're running down the road and
     
     catching them back.  Now they're fixing up -- fixing them up for
     
     all of us here by 12:00 noon.
     
          So we're going to proceed with our tribal leaders
     
     presentation, and back in May, there was a press release from
     
     President Obama's administration announcing members to the
     
     National Advisory Council on Indian Education, and there are
     
     five, six members to that council.  Thomas R. Escobedo, Derek J.
     
     Bailey, Robin J. Butterfield, Robert B. Cook, Alice Spotted
     
     Bear, and Deborah Jackson-Dennison.
     
          So we're very fortunate to have a representative from our
     
     community here on Navajo, somebody that grew up on Navajo,
     
     somebody that advocates for Navajo.  We're very pleased to have
     
     Deborah Jackson-Dennison with us, and she's going to give her
     
     statement.  (Applause)
     
          DEBORAH JACKSON-DENNISON:  Thank you, Dr. White, and
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     welcome everyone.  Thank you for allowing me some time.  I know
     
     I'm not a tribal leader, per se, but I do recognize that this is
     
     a very, very important event that has been hosted by the Navajo
     
     Nation.
     
          I want to say hello again to my good looking dad, my
     
     (Native Language) Mr. -- Dr. Zah, and as well as the second or
     
     the first -- I don't know.  We'll have to take a flip of the
     
     coin and see which one wins.  I think both of them were -- were
     
     second to my father, the late Dean Jackson, who was also (Native
     
     Language).  So they will have to flip for second.
     
          I'm here today representing the Arizona Impact Aid
     
     Association, Arizona State Impact Aid Association, and the nine
     
     public schools that are made up of the Arizona Impact Aid
     
     Association, and I also want to acknowledge Dr. Pauline Begay,
     
     who works a lot -- very closely with us as Apache County
     
     Superintendent, and Mr. Wallen -- he is right there -- and
     
     Mr. Ron Lee, who is one of our -- our biggest supporters and is
     
     a lobbyist at the state level and getting more involved at the
     
     Federal level.
     
          This is a very, very unique opportunity.  We did prepare a
     
     statement on behalf of the Arizona Impact Aid, and I don't like
     
     reading, but I will go through the gist of it, and I will give
     
     copies to the officials, and Jenelle, it's good to see you
     
     again.  I'm starting to see you more regularly it seems.
     
          The Arizona State Impact Aid Association appreciates the
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     opportunity to comment and provide input on the re-authorization
     
     of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, ASIAA as we call
     
     ourselves.  The membership consists of public school districts
     
     located within the boundaries of the Navajo Nation and other
     
     Indian lands, public school districts located on Federal lands
     
     throughout the state of Arizona.
     
          Historically, Indian education across America has had many
     
     challenges that can be traced back more than a century to the
     
     inception of formal -- of the formal education system developed
     
     for the purpose of assimilation and acculturation of the
     
     American Indian people.
     
          Today, the school system such that ASIAA represents that
     
     predominately serve American Indian children on Indian land
     
     continues to experience the same disconnect and inequality as
     
     evident in high dropout rates and low student achievement
     
     throughout Indian country.
     
          Without understanding and attention -- and the attention
     
     given through the re-authorization of ESEA, our schools will
     
     continue to have the same results, which essentially contribute
     
     to the overall social ills experienced in Indian country today.
     
     So now more than ever, it is vital that Indian education
     
     organization such as the Arizona Impact Aid Association be
     
     involved in the re-authorization of the Elementary and Secondary
     
     Education Act.
     
          With this, ASIAA very much appreciates the opportunity to
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     participate and strengthen our relationship, as Dr. Zah said,
     
     with the Navajo Nation Department of Education, Dine education,
     
     and working together.  We are pleased to be allowed the
     
     opportunity to take part in the Tribal Leaders Consultation
     
     hearing on the re-authorization.
     
          In order for schools on Indian lands to ever, ever meet the
     
     overarching theme presented through the early stages of the ESEA
     
     re-authorization, it is ASIAA's strong belief and our position
     
     through practice and observation that schools on Indian land
     
     truly need to begin with ensuring meaningful relevance
     
     throughout the educational systems, schools, or making the
     
     connections between larger society, the real world, the American
     
     Indian people, our Navajo people and children live today.
     
          Therefore, every aspect of the ESEA re-authorization themes
     
     can truly come to fruition for the betterment of our people and
     
     our societies throughout.  For the most part, as a result of the
     
     strong accountability requirements in the current No Child Left
     
     Behind -- No Child Left Behind Act, schools in Indian country
     
     have seen some progress, but not enough.
     
          We are well aware of the "what" and visible changes within
     
     the schools as a result may represent further organizational
     
     changes to better account for the deficiencies that have always
     
     been.  Today what is needed is more in-depth focus on improving
     
     the instructional changes, including implementing an innovative
     
     yet truly relevant curricula, instructional methodology, and
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     assessment systems that are aligned to the vision and mission of
     
     the American Indian people, in this case, our Navajo people and
     
     the community, stakeholders of the community, the tribe of
     
     people being represented by that school or the school districts.
     
          Capacity building to support these much needed
     
     instructional changes still lacks tremendously, and as a result,
     
     I think that's where that disconnect at the local level, where
     
     there is a lack of trust, because there is not enough capacity
     
     built for understanding school reform, and the simple lack of
     
     understanding of issues from the state level broadens the
     
     disconnect.
     
          So we're very disconnected in Indian country from the state
     
     to the local tribal to the Federal.  There is a huge disconnect.
     
     In order to truly meet the needs of our people in our society at
     
     large, we need to connect the dots better between the Federal
     
     government, the state, and finally, the local governance and the
     
     community stakeholders.
     
          An example -- and don't take this personally, but this is
     
     really an example of what we feel like as leaders.  An example
     
     of the disconnect are the many presidential executive orders
     
     indicating and supporting culture and language programs for
     
     American Indian children, yet state law such as in Arizona,
     
     dictate to public schools the philosophy of English only.
     
          Thus, such Federal legislation as the Native American
     
     Language Act and presidential executive orders are primarily a
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     pat on the back, while Indian lands, public schools such as
     
     Window Rock, where I'm superintendent, fall under the state
     
     philosophical view that directly work against the how of what we
     
     know as practitioners for school reform efforts to work.
     
          We all will work to benefit American Indian children if we
     
     can just identify and look at those situations and educate at
     
     the state level and at the Federal level and at the local level
     
     to have that connectiveness and togetherness that my (Native
     
     Language) talked about.
     
          Therefore, we believe our efforts, as outlined below, in
     
     strengthening the learning conditions of our Navajo Indian
     
     students and all Native students throughout Arizona are
     
     beneficial to all.  Working together, we must commit to having
     
     effective school leaders, highly qualified teachers, appropriate
     
     materials and services, innovative technology and teaching
     
     methods and assessments that meet the unique cultural and
     
     linguistic needs of our Navajo and Native Indian land students.
     
          We provide the following comments on the re-authorization
     
     of ESEA.  The first one, Best practices in Native Indian
     
     Education.  Over the years, a great deal of research has
     
     centered on only the issues involved in American Indian
     
     education and the dilemma surrounding what most studies refer to
     
     as failure.  They point fingers -- these studies point fingers
     
     at the Federal government, at each other all the way around, and
     
     that doesn't do anybody any good, but regardless of the findings
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     from such studies as far back as the 1926 Merriam Report or even
     
     the 1969 Kennedy Report, schools on Indian country, whether
     
     public, state controlled or under the Bureau of Indian
     
     Education, have attempted to systemically change to better meet
     
     the changing American Indian societies across the U.S. through
     
     NCLB.
     
          Yet today, it is urgent that Federal policy must now
     
     consider a more in-depth approach to integrating methodology and
     
     evidence based research focused on what works or best practices
     
     in Native Indian education in order to -- for the systemic
     
     changes to sustain.
     
          This research is a priority, but also making the data from
     
     this research easily accessible and promoting the development of
     
     technical assistance for incorporating the most effective
     
     practices to help state educational agencies and local
     
     educational agencies to improve education for Navajo and other
     
     Native students is also very vital.
     
          The development of high quality instructional materials in
     
     a culturally and linguistically relevant environment must be a
     
     priority for Native education.  We as ASIAA recommended the
     
     authorization and funding for the establishment of a national
     
     laboratory for the development of best practices in native
     
     Indian education similar to what WestEd provides needs to be
     
     established.
     
          We -- a com- -- a commitment to practices and native
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     education -- best practices where my commitment to development
     
     of best practices for Native Indian land students must be a
     
     national priority to close the achievement gap for the
     
     culturally and linguistically diverse population.
     
          As practitioners, which is what we are as superintendents
     
     and what I represent in working with the -- implementing NCLB,
     
     we are required to use best practices and research-based
     
     instructional practices with little or no research based on the
     
     Native or Indian education.
     
          On the matter of AYP, ASIAA recognizes that the Department
     
     of Education has developed a longitudinal database to track
     
     individual student progress scores over time.  ASIAA supports
     
     the use of academic growth scores as also used by the Arizona
     
     Department of Education as a legitimate alternative to fix
     
     proficiency score measures currently used by NCLB.
     
          ASIAA recognizes that nontraditional academic variables
     
     that possibly enhance the academic achievement of Navajo and
     
     Indian students are family, environment, which includes the
     
     roads and the housing conditions, school, mental health, and
     
     cultural identify.
     
          These factors have a positive impact on the academic
     
     achievement of Native Indian students and are part of the
     
     equation for closing the achievement gap, if not one of the
     
     largest parts, that simply goes -- left as is.
     
          Under Title VII, ASIAA supports an increase in funding for
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     Title VII programs.  Title VII allows public schools to provide
     
     critical support for culturally-based educational approaches for
     
     Native Indian students and addresses the unique cultural and
     
     linguistic needs of Native Indian students.  Research is clear
     
     in documenting the effect academically of environments that
     
     support the cultural identities of Native students.
     
          Under Section 1116 (8)(B), restructuring by replacing all
     
     or most of the staff.  ASIAA supports the high expectations
     
     placed on teachers to increase student performance.  The concept
     
     of replacing all or most of the staff does not align with
     
     reality of remote and rural school districts who have difficulty
     
     staffing positions in the best of times.
     
          So remote and rural school districts should be designated
     
     as high need districts with funding to equalize the pay of
     
     teachers and account for the remote and rural location
     
     differential.  Such a designation may allow for a 30 percent to
     
     50 percent pay differential to attract experienced and highly
     
     qualified staff.
     
          There are many variables of recruiting highly qualified
     
     staff, one being the commitment to living in a remote location
     
     without the advantages of owning a home.  In our recruiting
     
     efforts, highly qualified teachers become nomads, renting
     
     district owned teacherages traveling to their home communities
     
     or off reservation communities where they own a home.
     
          This year, many highly qualified teachers reported they
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     just bought a home and could not commit to relocating even when
     
     faced with minimal job prospects in their home communities.  For
     
     our Navajo teachers, the same concern is true when faced with
     
     the challenge of finding housing outside of the district own
     
     teacherages in a different community.
     
          These highly qualified teachers cannot by a home site lease
     
     in a local community where they may work.  In addition, when a
     
     family moves to a district where they teach, there is an
     
     additional challenge for employment of the spouse and teenage
     
     children.  In most cases, there is no employment because of
     
     local preference policies.
     
          Research clearly documents the importance of an
     
     experienced, highly qualified staff in front of our Native or
     
     Navajo Indian student, and that's what ASIAA supports, but that
     
     is a barrier that we have to work around.
     
          Under Section 1113 (c)(4), financial incentives and
     
     rewards.  A local educational agency may receive such funds as
     
     are necessary from those funds received by the local educational
     
     agency under Title II and not more than 5 percent of those funds
     
     received by the local educational agency under Subpart 2, to
     
     provide financial incentives and rewards to teachers to serve in
     
     schools eligible under this section and identified for school
     
     improvement, corrective action, and restructuring under Section
     
     1116(B) for the purpose of attracting and retaining qualified
     
     and effective teachers.  Please revise Section 1113 to allow for
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     the challenges in Number 4 that I represented earlier.
     
          Section 1116(B)(10), Supplemental educational services are
     
     a great idea if you live in a metro area.  SES requires
     
     20 percent of the Title I to be set aside to pay for SES
     
     services.  As a practitioner -- this is coming from Mr. Wallen's
     
     school, Pinon.
     
          As a practitioner, the means that Pinon Unified School
     
     District -- this means that Pinon Unified School District must
     
     set aside approximately $250,000 to pay companies from Phoenix
     
     to provide SES services.  The model simply does not work for
     
     remote and rural schools.
     
          The community cannot identify sufficient highly qualified
     
     staff to provide a quality supplemental education program for
     
     our Native students.  The number of qualified SES staff in a
     
     remote and rural district is very limited.
     
          ASIAA then recommends a waiver of the SES requirements for
     
     remote and rural districts.  With the 20 percent set aside,
     
     schools like Pinon can hire more qualified teachers to meet the
     
     needs of the lowest performing students.  Simply put, our data
     
     demonstrates that the SES model does not meet the learning needs
     
     of our rural Navajo students.  Added to the SES requirements is
     
     the need for transporting students to the highly qualified
     
     staff.  There are not enough public facilities in rural
     
     communities to host SES in off-campus locations.
     
          Now, the big one, Race to the Top.  ASIAA requests that the
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     U.S. Department of Education give consideration to the
     
     competitive model that is forming as the basis of reform of
     
     NCLB, and I do realize that secretary -- or Assistant Secretary
     
     Melendez has been reaching out and talking to us more and more
     
     about the Race to the Top requirements, and through the
     
     re-authorization, districts can apply on their own, but maybe
     
     this is a place to unite and work with our Navajo Nation as a --
     
     as a submission for the Race to the Top funds.  That's an idea
     
     that I've been pondering in my head, but competition works when
     
     the playing field is level.
     
          There are many designs in the corporate work and in sports
     
     that attempt to level the playing fields for participation.  In
     
     the case of Native Indian education, the playing field is not
     
     level and has never been.  Even from tribe to tribe, it's
     
     different.  The playing field is based on thinking build around
     
     towns, cities, and metro areas.
     
          One of the requirements is a match from local businesses.
     
     With the given economic conditions of our Navajo Nation, there
     
     are very few businesses that are able to support any kind of
     
     match, and many outside organizations have failed to support any
     
     matching grants.
     
          So we ask that ESEA re-authorization allow the local LEA to
     
     waive the matching requirement in communities that are
     
     designated high need and remote based on the available
     
     infrastructure and of businesses around.
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          The next one is the core -- Common Core Standards.  ASIAA
     
     supports the implementation of the Common Core Standards for
     
     reading and math.  Increase Title II funding to support
     
     teacher's time to deconstruct the standards and develop
     
     meaningful lessons based on the learning needs of our students
     
     in a culturally and linguistically relevant environment.
     
          In addition, principals and teachers may require additional
     
     professional development.  They will require -- I'm going
     
     through this in my district right now -- opportunities that will
     
     significantly impact student achievement.
     
          The big one, Impact Aid, another big one.  ASIAA supports
     
     and recognizes, as has been mentioned, the $100 million Impact
     
     Aid construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
     
     Impact Aid is the funding public school districts like Window
     
     Rock, Pinon, and those representatives -- representatives here
     
     under this statement, located on Federal property used in lieu
     
     of property taxes.
     
          Impact Aid has been underfunded since the 1970s and
     
     continues to be the juggler vein of public school funding.
     
     Eighty-four schools in Arizona received Federal Impact Aid and
     
     have 41,384 Federally connected students in Arizona.  Of those
     
     Federally connected students, 29,995 students reside on Indian
     
     lands, which is 72.5 percent.
     
          4,125 are civilian, which is 10 percent, with parents
     
     working or living on Federal land.  3,948 are military off base,
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     or 9.5 percent, and 2,015 military on base, which is
     
     4.9 percent.  981 low rent housing, 2.4 percent, and 320
     
     civilian on Federal property, which is a .8 percent.
     
          Arizona is the largest recipient of Impact Aid in the
     
     United States at 158.6 million in fiscal year 2009.  Impact Aid
     
     is a discretionary program, not an entitlement program funded at
     
     40 percent of the authorization level.  ASIAA is recommending
     
     and requesting your involvement in increasing funding levels and
     
     improving Impact Aid to the entitlement status.
     
          For school year 2011, ASIAA is requesting a $25 million
     
     increase in 8003 funding.  We face many challenges and request
     
     your support to increase and adequately fund the FY 2000 Impact
     
     Aid appropriations because the funding will mitigate the
     
     expected inflationary increases, expected at 5.94 percent
     
     increase in local contribution rate, and our struggle to meet
     
     them and maintain AYP, including transportation needs and
     
     retaining highly qualified teachers.
     
          We know there will be an increase in the program due to the
     
     DO -- Department of Defense force restructuring activities that
     
     are adding more children to the Impact Aid family.  Without
     
     increased appropriations, the amount per funding per child will
     
     decrease.  Increase funding will -- will mitigate the expected
     
     inflationary increases expected to be 5.94 percent in the local
     
     contribution rate, and our struggle to meet and maintain AYP
     
     will still be there.
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          The next one is the Ester Martinez Native Language Act.
     
     ASIAA supports increases in funding for Native language
     
     preservation through grants to local public schools, tribes, and
     
     tribal organization, and I know that's in the blueprint there.
     
     It addresses that issue.
     
          Navajo Nation research has documented that schools,
     
     students, and teachers who speak their Native language excel
     
     academically and are less likely to engage in nonproductive
     
     behavior while at school.  It must also be noted that in
     
     Arizona, there are 22 Indian tribes and approximately 85 percent
     
     of Arizona's Indian children attend state public school systems.
     
          Therefore, the impact of such an issue, which I call
     
     neglect, by the state of Arizona, to enforce the English only
     
     ELL models that have proven to be ineffective for over a hundred
     
     years for American Indian people is tremendous and undoubtedly
     
     contributes to the fact that in 2008, 2009, over 50 percent of
     
     the failing schools in Arizona are found on Indian lands public
     
     schools.
     
          Number 11, Johnson O'Malley.  ASIAA supports increased
     
     funding for the JOM program through the Department of Education.
     
     Funding has steadily decreased resulting in loss of programs
     
     beneficial to Native students.  JOM provides Native children and
     
     their communities with concrete support not available through
     
     other programs, such as eyeglasses, counseling, culturally-based
     
     tutoring, summer school and school supplies.  Those are 11 areas
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     that we -- we put on our position paper.
     
          Today, in closing, after more than a century of studying
     
     the "what" of American Indian education, the Obama
     
     administration, through the leadership of Secretary of Education
     
     Arne Duncan and the staff here, have been out and about.  I've
     
     seen -- that's where I got to know Jenelle Leonard is, I think,
     
     Casa Grande and different places across the country with their
     
     visits they've been making.
     
          So we really appreciate the efforts that you're making in
     
     coming about, and especially coming here to Navajo country, and
     
     Indian country, as Dr. Zah said, is the largest tribe in the
     
     United States.  So I would hope that you would come out here,
     
     and I was really happy to hear that -- that you have an interest
     
     in our view and what we think works in Indian country and Indian
     
     education, and particularly, the Navajo education.
     
          We, again, appreciate be included as a part of a team
     
     working together as we move forward with the re-authorization of
     
     ESEA.  Truly, we are thankful as we indeed have much to
     
     contribute to education reform, as just as our larger society
     
     all around us understands, excellence in American Indian
     
     education, and in this case, Navajo education, and improved
     
     student achievement is the premise or the foundation for a
     
     stronger and more viable multicultural society, of which our
     
     children must be prepared to live in and meet in the near
     
     future.
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          So we thank you again.  I have several copies of the
     
     statement.  I kind of summarized here and there, but it goes
     
     more in depth, and I appreciate again the time that you have
     
     allowed us.  Thank you.  (Native Language) (Applause)
     
          CHARLIE ROSE:  I just want to take a moment here, and
     
     Dr. Deborah Jackson-Dennison, for those of you who may not know,
     
     was not named by the President to be a member of the -- now it's
     
     on.  Okay.  I just wanted to take a moment to share with all of
     
     you who may not know that Dr. Deborah Jackson-Dennison was
     
     nominated by the President of the United States to be a member
     
     of the National Advisory Council on Indian Education, which is
     
     an enormous honor for her and for us, and I wanted to say on
     
     behalf of the secretary that we appreciate your interest in
     
     working with us, and we look forward to meeting with you.
     
          If you wouldn't mind, I just have one quick question, and
     
     perhaps you could share your views or others.  One of the
     
     programs that has been raised in our consultations to address
     
     the issue of teacher recruitment and retention, which you so
     
     eloquently discussed in your remarks, is grow your own programs,
     
     which are modeled after other programs in areas in which it's
     
     difficult to recruit and incentivise college graduates to return
     
     to their communities to be teachers.
     
          So I'm just curious, given your background as a teacher, as
     
     a superintendent, and now your impending appointment to the
     
     NACIE board, what your views were on that.
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          DEBORAH JACKSON-DENNISON:  Thank you for that very
     
     important question.  It is essential that we continue to work
     
     and grow our own -- not just teachers, but our own
     
     administrators and our own people to lead our -- to ever get to
     
     the sovereignty, it has to begin by that building on the
     
     capacity of our educators in understanding what really needs to
     
     happen.  So that's my position on that. (Applause)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  We're going to go with two more speakers,
     
     and then lunch is going to be ready.  So as I have mentioned
     
     earlier, I kind of told a lie.  I was going to start that
     
     microphone, go all the way around and come this way, but I
     
     wanted to give a privilege and honor to some of our tribal
     
     leaders, those that are visiting, neighboring tribes.
     
          We don't get together every day with Hopis and Apaches, but
     
     when we get together, there is -- something good is going to
     
     happen.  So I wanted to extend them that opportunity.  Same way
     
     with -- as Andy had mentioned, Dr. Zah has been very
     
     instrumental in his administration and his advocacy and policy
     
     change in Navajo education, so give him that new honor, and
     
     likewise, to honor Dr. Dennison for her appointment.  She is
     
     going to be our representative from this area.  So she's a very
     
     resourceful person.
     
          So we are going to move on this table here, starting
     
     with -- we're going to have Mr. Maxx go ahead and make a
     
     statement, and then also our council delegate, Senator Tsosie.
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     I always call him Senator Tsosie, but he is a delegate from New
     
     Mexico, served in the New Mexico legislature for a number of
     
     years.  Then when he's done, then we're going to break for
     
     lunch.
     
          Once upon a time, there was a -- there was a question posed
     
     to us, how assimilated are you as Indian people?  100 percent,
     
     200 percent, 50 percent?  Then the concept of walking in two
     
     worlds.  When you walk, and when do you break in the Navajo
     
     world and the Indian world?  So that concept -- it seems like
     
     when our elders -- when they had something really important to
     
     say and to do, they built a fire and stayed.  Even if it took
     
     all night, it took all night, to say what they had to say.
     
          It's seems like it's assimilated by going through this
     
     structure of time management because of our dignitaries here,
     
     U.S. Department of Ed., but they're here to sit with us.  If we
     
     had to sit with them all night, let's sit with them all night.
     
     That's what they're here for.  So we will move on to Mr. Maxx
     
     and then Senator Tsosie, and then after senator Tsosie, I think
     
     the potatoes are almost ready over there.
     
          RAYMOND MAXX:  Thank you, Dr. White.  You did a good job in
     
     keeping everybody on their toes.  I'd like to thank the
     
     Department of Education, Mr. Rose, and your staff and everybody
     
     else that you brought along with you.  Welcome to Navajo.
     
     (Native Language) Other tribal leaders, President and Chairman
     
     Zah and fellow delegates, colleagues, our board, I would like to
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     acknowledge everybody before I get to my statement.  We have
     
     a -- the Navajo, you know, we're -- we're trying to be very
     
     progress in improving the quality of education for our -- for
     
     our youth and our kids and our children, and you know, we
     
     realize that the world, the nation is moving at a very fast
     
     pace, and a lot of -- a lot of -- a lot of procedures, products,
     
     even cellphones, you know, they're improving so fast that, you
     
     know, even as consumers, we can't even keep up with the changes,
     
     and you have all these people that are highly educated in how to
     
     know how to manage, and you know, do stuff like that, and those
     
     are the people that are the shakers and the movers of
     
     mainstream.
     
          Even medical procedures, it's advancing so fast, and now
     
     you can operate on somebody 2,000 miles away.  That's how fast
     
     things are changing.  So -- so we, you know, as a nation and as
     
     natives want -- want our kids and our people to be part of that,
     
     and the only way to do that is, you know, through education, and
     
     it's very important that we have education as a priority for
     
     Navajo, and -- but -- but the problem that we have is, you know,
     
     working with our bureau folks, and we're not getting, you know,
     
     our message across.  Even though we try, it seems like, you
     
     know, it falls on deaf ears.
     
          So -- so that's where, you know, our -- our concern is, and
     
     you know, with -- with education being so important, you know,
     
     we want to be, you know, out there in the world, and as I hear
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     that, you know, with this administration, it has cut
     
     scholarships, also funding for construction of school
     
     facilities, and that's a big concern, and I hope you can take
     
     the message back that, you know, we need those dollars.  It's
     
     very important.
     
          We want to be equal to the world out there through
     
     education, and you know, we say that education is the equalizer
     
     that will get us up there.  So let me -- let me -- you probably
     
     heard the -- the comments and our -- our -- our -- our projects
     
     on accountability workbook, and this started several years back,
     
     and we -- we -- under the 6011 funding, that current education
     
     gives to BIE for technical assistance to tribes that are trying
     
     to do accountability workbooks, but what we -- we pose a grant,
     
     but we -- we just encountered, you know, one thing after another
     
     trying to work with BIE, and then our perception of BIE was, you
     
     know, they were created to be more specific, so they can
     
     concentrate on working with tribes on education, but -- but you
     
     know, due to this process we -- we kind of encountered, our
     
     perception has changed.
     
          So -- so every time we meet, we -- we get a different
     
     direction or something has been thrown up just to prolong it or
     
     not even get it done, and we were promised a decision that never
     
     came or will come, you know, several years later.  So -- so in
     
     the end, we got -- through this grant proposal, we got 500,000,
     
     which has not been delivered yet, and our initial proposal is
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     for 5 million, and that's what we anticipated it would cost to
     
     implement, you know, our accountability workbook.
     
          We want a -- we want a standard for one -- one standard for
     
     the nation, and all the schools that we have in the nation, we
     
     have several standards they can, you know, pick and choose, and
     
     in our -- in our standards, we want to preserve culture and
     
     language, and -- and that -- I don't know if that's an issue or
     
     not, but -- but that's very important to us.
     
          Even though we want to be out there in the world, we still
     
     want to keep our language and culture, and that's what makes us
     
     unique, and you know, we need to be diversified -- diversified,
     
     you know, in the country and also the world.  So -- so -- so,
     
     you know, maybe, you know, through this -- you know, this
     
     accountability workbook process, we have, you know,
     
     recommendations through -- through the re-authorization of
     
     the -- the ESEA, and hopefully, those are accepted, but in the
     
     meantime, we're just trying to work with what's in place, and
     
     that's what we're encountering, and I cannot, you know,
     
     emphasize that more, you know, the trouble that we have with
     
     this BIE, and we'd like to see some changes, and our -- our
     
     proposal has been out there for, you know, a number of years,
     
     and the end result is that's what we have.
     
          So, hopefully, you know, we have our -- like Dr. Dennison,
     
     Dr. White, and a lot of our kids, you know, they have elevated
     
     themselves at that level where they can, you know, lead the
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     nation in getting some of these done, but -- but it seems like
     
     bureau folks do not have the confidence in us.
     
          They would rather hire their own consultants, and we're
     
     saying we're going to do it ourselves, and that's where our
     
     issue lies.  So thank you very much for coming out and taking
     
     the time to listen to us, and hopefully, you know, some good
     
     results will come from our -- our consultation meeting today.
     
     Thank you.  (Applause)
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Maxx.  Senator Tsosie.
     
          SENATOR TSOSIE:  Thank you, Dr. White.  Superintendent
     
     Todd, Chairman Begay, Board of Education, Mr. Rose and your
     
     fellow workers, fellow tribal leader, guests, friends, welcome
     
     to the Navajo Nation.  Thank you for allowing me the time to
     
     speak.  (Native Language).
     
          Those are my clans, Mr. Rose.  I don't know if you have
     
     clans too.  We'll leave it to your staff to interpret that, but
     
     I just want to mention that the Navajo Nation is a sovereign
     
     nation that has preexisted the United States for hundreds of
     
     years, and we thank President Obama for making the comment and
     
     to honor our sovereign status, and we appreciate that, but that
     
     should not be the only time you come out.
     
          There is also a treaty that we have and also the U.S.
     
     Constitution, and I would like to put those together, and as a
     
     Federal officer, I hope you read your U.S. Constitution this
     
     morning, because it's a sacred document that tells you how to
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     govern the relationship between us.
     
          The Constitution says -- the Constitution at Article 6 and
     
     the laws of the United States, which shall be made in pursuance
     
     thereof, and all treaties made of which shall be made under the
     
     authority of United States shall be the supreme law of the land,
     
     and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby anything in
     
     the Constitution or laws of any state to the contrary,
     
     notwithstanding.
     
          Please read that clause if you haven't done so, because now
     
     I turn your attention to the Treaty of 1868.  You took an oath
     
     to the U.S. Constitution, and when you did so, you also took an
     
     oath to protect the Treaty of 1868.  Please understand that.  At
     
     Article 6 in the Treaty of 1868, the United States government
     
     obliged itself to give us for every 30 children a teacher, and
     
     also to provide for funding, and that the United States also
     
     said that they will see that the Indian agent that is
     
     responsible for this shall faithfully discharge his or her
     
     duties.
     
          You're the Indian agent today, Mr. Rose, and also you're
     
     fellow workers.  You have to abide by this treaty, and we ask
     
     you to respectfully do so, and I would encourage you to have
     
     President Obama, to counsel him to mention Indian education and
     
     the plight of Indian students in his next State of the Union
     
     Address and how he's going to support it, and by doing so, he
     
     will get the nation's attention to be centered on this issue
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     that we need to do better with Indian education.
     
          For hundreds of years, the Navajo Nation and the Navajo
     
     Tribe existed.  Older generation taught younger generation.
     
     That was our method of education.  It worked because we were in
     
     harmony, until the Europeans came.  Then things changed.  We
     
     realize we have to live with that now, but as I noticed on
     
     June 17, the United States Congress is beginning to lose respect
     
     for the Navajo Nation.
     
          The Senate Indian Affairs Committee -- I think that
     
     Congress -- or Senator Udall sits on that -- failed to invite a
     
     representative of the Navajo Nation to speak on behalf of the
     
     Navajo Nation.  That is wrong, and when the U.S. Congress did
     
     that, they showed disrespect to us, and I hope that will change,
     
     and I hope Senator Udall will teach his fellow senators to
     
     respect the Navajo Nation, because Navajo students constitute
     
     the largest Indian student body in the United States, and
     
     whether you like it or not, you cannot ignore them, and you have
     
     to allow a representative to speak for them, and that is so
     
     important.  I just wanted to mention that.
     
          So in honoring the Navajo Treaty and to abide by the U.S.
     
     Constitution, we ask that you do not treat the Navajo Nation
     
     just as one of the 500 tribes.  You have to respect the treaty.
     
     You have to respect the uniqueness of the Navajo Nation and what
     
     it's trying to tell you, and you have to respect our way of
     
     teaching our own children, and we do need help, but we ask you
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     to help us.
     
          In that sense, we ask you as part of the Re-authorization
     
     Act, under Federal law, recognize the Navajo Nation as the
     
     primary jurisdiction over Navajo education within Navajo land,
     
     whether it's BIE, whether it's state, Arizona, New Mexico, or
     
     Utah, that by Federal law, if you would allow for primary
     
     jurisdiction over education matters as it affects Native
     
     children.
     
          You know, we would appreciate that, and also, allow the
     
     recognition of the status in the regulation and begin to change
     
     it.  Because the treaty says so, we ask you to come out every
     
     year for yearly consultation until we get this thing right, and
     
     our students are progressing at a level that we agree to.
     
          AYP is important, and I ask that you keep accountability
     
     there, but this should remain in a modified form, and we ask you
     
     to give grant to Navajo Nation to develop AYP standards and also
     
     to develop programs to implement it.  Make it a measure at AYP
     
     that state schools and other schools have to consult with the
     
     Navajo Nation as the measure of AYP.
     
          If you can use attendance as an AYP measure, why not also
     
     use consultation with Indian Tribes and the Navajo Nation as a
     
     measure of AYP?  (Applause) If the states do not do so, they
     
     fail their AYP.  That's why then they get a zero, because that
     
     is more important, I believe, than the other parameters.
     
          Under AYP and also under Federal law, we encourage you as
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     new leaders -- I've said so already -- to encourage language and
     
     to promote culture teaching.  We ask you to develop programs to
     
     adapt our language to computer language and allow for grants to
     
     do so.
     
          Our students are now using computers, but it's all in
     
     English.  The English student is becoming an English only.  We
     
     want it to be adapted to Navajo language.  Also, we ask you to
     
     allow for charter schools to promote Navajo culture and also to
     
     promote Navajo language, and that should be put in a preeminent
     
     place to do so.
     
          We often use AYP standards to tell us sometimes, and we
     
     treat Indian kids as being dumb.  Indian kids are not dumb.  You
     
     know, we have a lot of monies that do not reach us; and
     
     therefore, we do not allow for the tutoring program.  We do not
     
     allow for -- for programs to teach them about ACT or SAT and
     
     many other things, and also teaching the buses.
     
          We have to bus them at 5:00 in the morning, and that is why
     
     we have a problem with the scores.  Impact Aid, we ask you under
     
     new Federal law to not allow the state to take credit for Impact
     
     Aid.  (Applause) This affects us in the state of New Mexico
     
     tremendously.
     
          If we were allowed to keep AYP or Impact Aid, we would have
     
     something like a Ganado pavilion, but now we don't because the
     
     state of New Mexico like the state of Kansas and Alaska, which
     
     takes credit for this.  This went all the way up to -- this
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     issue went all the way up to the U.S. Supreme Court, and we lost
     
     by one vote at the U.S. Supreme Court level.
     
          We ask you to change that policy and allow the Navajo
     
     Nation to keep the Impact Aid in the state of New Mexico.  For
     
     higher ed., the Federal government now rejects over 50 percent
     
     of Navajo students that apply for scholarships.  There are over
     
     8,000 Navajo students that applied for scholarships last year.
     
          Our mothers, fathers, grandparents told these kids every
     
     morning, wake up, wake up, go to school, go to school, go to
     
     school, and finally, they reached that stage where they would go
     
     to college and want to go to college, and they applied for a
     
     scholarship, and the Federal government through BIA rejected
     
     over 50 percent.
     
          I submit that when you reject Navajo students on -- for
     
     scholarships, you are breaking this Treaty of 1868, and so we
     
     ask you to not break any more treaties, and rather fund these
     
     students at 100 percent level because the treaty demands you to
     
     do so.  (Applause).
     
          Then, also, we ask you to follow Navajo students and other
     
     Indian students all the way through college, because the
     
     education does not stop at the 12th grade door.  It stops until
     
     they are in -- a productive member of our society in the
     
     workforce.
     
          One of the things that we're finding also is that a lot of
     
     the monies that is being used for higher ed. goes to
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     remediation.  We ask you under this Federal law to allow for an
     
     assessment of penalty against state schools.  You could do so by
     
     the amount of remediation we have to do to try to take care of
     
     Navajo students, and so by having this assessment of penalty, it
     
     allows the state to take our education of Navajo students more
     
     seriously because they know they would be penalized.
     
          One thought, also, is to -- for you to maybe allow the
     
     option for Navajo Nation to consolidate all Federal Indian
     
     education programs, the grants that you give us, JOM, Title VII,
     
     Impact Aid, all may be under one roof, one consolidated roof,
     
     and give us the option to merge it together to help out Navajo
     
     students, rather than having it all be singularly controlled,
     
     which only increases the bureaucracy and only increases the
     
     costs that allow us the option with the Navajo Nation to
     
     consolidate this.
     
          Along with that, be lenient with waivers to us.  The Navajo
     
     Nation, as we experiment to do a better way with -- to do better
     
     with Indian education, and so as Federal laws are implemented,
     
     and also, with Head Start, we ask that -- and I'm proud of
     
     Torreon Chapter and Torreon School.  They're here today.
     
          They've implemented, and they're beginning to implement the
     
     turning over of their Head Start Program over to their grant
     
     school, so that you could then have one continuous ladder from
     
     early education all the way up to elementary education and on to
     
     high school, but do not punish them by taking away their Head
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     Start dollars.  Rather, allow the Head Start dollars go to the
     
     grant school, so that they could begin to teach young Navajo
     
     children out of Torreon and other parts of Navajo country.
     
          This reminds me of Chief Mandito, who stated that education
     
     is a ladder, and so we ask you to help us in doing that ladder.
     
     Also, as part of Indian education, allow the grandparents to
     
     come back into our classrooms.  They were our teachers a long,
     
     long time ago.  (Applause)
     
          The grandparents are the wisest of Indian communities, and
     
     they should be allowed to teach culture and language, and they
     
     should be respected as regular teachers and be compensated as
     
     regular teachers.  Develop a program to where you could give
     
     them the equivalency of an education, not only with a master's,
     
     but also in other areas, academic endeavors, so that you could
     
     compensate them, as well.  So we ask you to do that.
     
          You need to develop a different way for parental
     
     involvement in Indian country for Indian parents.  Also, please
     
     fund and encourage ways to keep quality teachers in Navajo
     
     Indian country, no matter the skin color.  If there are good
     
     white teachers, Caucasian teachers, black teachers, that have
     
     come and that love our kids and that want to teach our kids,
     
     give us a way to keep those quality teachers there.
     
          One way to do it is housing.  Another way to do it is pay.
     
     Another way to do is increased training in keeping those
     
     teachers there.  They respect us.  They respect our kids, and we
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     want them to stay.
     
          Also, for transportation, we ask that you work out a way to
     
     work with the states, BIA, private school and other, and to
     
     allow for cross boundary transportation of Indian students,
     
     especially Navajo students.  We don't want to be accusing each
     
     other of raiding each other's students and then deny the parents
     
     quality education when they want to have their kids go across
     
     the border to go to school to a better school.  At the moment,
     
     that is happening, and it's robbing Indian kids of good quality
     
     education.
     
          I encourage you to follow the New Mexico Indian Education
     
     Act, for all states to develop such a comprehensive act,
     
     (Applause), and to address the mobility of Indian students.  I
     
     encourage you, also, for parallel funding of vocational
     
     training.
     
          We need Navajo kids not only to be doctors, lawyers, and
     
     veterinarians, but we also want them to be welders.  We want
     
     them to be carpenters and many other things.  It takes the two
     
     of them to build a society, and we want parallel funding for
     
     vocational training.
     
          The other thing, too, is technology.  You don't have to
     
     extend wires to every Navajo home or communities now.  You could
     
     do it by way of wireless communication.  The cities -- Rio
     
     Rancho, New Mexico, have opened up their whole city for wireless
     
     mesh.  Why can't we do it for Indian country?  It is easy to do
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     so now.
     
          If we just invest our dollars into that, we will be able to
     
     allow wireless communication to all Navajo hogans, and the
     
     students will check their grades, will learn about George
     
     Washington, will read the speech of President Obama, your boss,
     
     and many other things on the wireless, so that they could be
     
     more in tuned with what their educational need is and also to
     
     progress.  So we ask you to do that.
     
          We're proud of Navajo Technical College.  We can do this
     
     ourselves.  Give us the money.  Navajo Technical College has
     
     done a wonderful job for us in Eastern Agency, (Applause), and
     
     they're implementing -- they're implementing the Internet to the
     
     hogan program over there.  This allows us for library -- digital
     
     libraries to be installed.
     
          I encourage you to develop a Big Brother, Big Sister type
     
     of program, cyber-mentoring between Navajo children that are
     
     going to college and pay them to cyber-mentor Navajo students at
     
     the hogan level.  Imagine an Arizona State University student
     
     cyber-mentoring a Navajo student out at (inaudible) at the hogan
     
     level through a wireless mesh.  You can do that now.  You
     
     shouldn't be lazy to implement it.  You shouldn't be stingy with
     
     your money to do that.  Please do so.  (Applause).
     
          We're losing a lot of students through disciplinary
     
     measures at the state schools, and they just don't care.  They
     
     have them go walk home, and we lose them.  When the student --
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when the schools fail Indian students, Navajo students in our
     
     case, we as policymakers and Navajo leaders end up with having
     
     to take care of them because the schools themselves have failed
     
     them in the first place.
     
          Do not allow schools to fail the Indian students.  Do not
     
     allow them to discipline Navajo students without an alternative
     
     education.  Hold them responsible for that.  Attach the dropout
     
     rate and the disciplinary rate to the superintendent's pay, so
     
     that if the dropout rate goes up, (Applause), then the
     
     superintendent's pay should also go down in a parallel fashion.
     
     That's how you keep them accountable.
     
          Also, the after-school program.  My daughter asked me to
     
     mention this.  So she wants a summer program that will allow for
     
     hands-on experience, and I agree with her.  When you have
     
     students going to school all year, and then for the summer are
     
     not allowed to implement and use their hands and use their mind
     
     to go and do something that they learned in their high school or
     
     their college, then that education is lost.
     
          There is no progressive, there is no continuity, and I
     
     agree with my daughter in saying that do that for us, and pay
     
     these high school students to do so.  Let them go lay cement.
     
     Let them measure the volume of cement.  Let them measure the
     
     cubic feet it takes to do so.  Let them measure the way at what
     
     rate you need to mix those things.
     
          Let them learn about medicine if they work at a humane --
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     animal humane society when they're vaccinating puppies.  Please
     
     do so because that's how we end up allowing for this continuity
     
     in Indian education or Navajo education.
     
          So I just wanted to mention those things, and go back to
     
     reminding you about respecting our treaty and reading your
     
     Constitution.  If we just do that, we will be a great nation
     
     also, and our Native Americans will be able to participate.
     
     (Native Language)  (Applause)  Also, I respectfully ask to be
     
     excused later on because we have to meet with Cuba schools to
     
     talk about Navajo students.  I have to drive three hours to go
     
     meet with them.  Thank you.
     
          KALVIN WHITE:  Thank you for those fine comments.  A couple
     
     more introductions.  We have our president from our local Dine
     
     College, Dr. Furley Clark.  Will you please stand.  Then we have
     
     Dr. Joe Martin, Joseph Martin, from Northern Arizona University,
     
     special adviser to the President.
     
          We're going to break for lunch at this point in time.  The
     
     food is already in the back.  We're respectfully asking all
     
     tribal leaders, preferably those from visiting tribes, to start
     
     off and go pick that food up and find your place and enjoy that.
     
     Thank you.
     
                    (The Tribal Leaders Consultation
     
                     was recessed at 12:35 p.m., and resumed
     
                     at 1:00 p.m., as follows:)
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              MR. BENALLY:  We're going to continue with our 
     
     tribal leaders testimony here.  Get your food, kindly 
     
     take a place where you can eat and sit quietly.  I know 
     
     it's a social time to visit while you're eating.  You 
     
     say this is the best fry bread I had, and boy, I was 
     
     craving this mutton stew.  Keep that to a whisper.  
     
              We're going to continue with our tribal leaders 
     
     here at the table, and to make their presentation.  And 
     
     looks like we have -- there's a name there.  Ferlin 
     
     Clark, but he's not there yet.  Ferlin Clark, please 
     
     report to the bucking chute.  Your bull's waiting.  
     
              Remember tribal leaders, what we're going to 
     
     kindly request of you, we have about six sheets of 
     
     people that want to present, so we're going to ask you 
     
     to kindly put it between three to ten minutes 
     
     presentation.  And then to focus your presentation on 
     
     the reauthorization of the ESEA.  To focus your 
     
     presentation to that.  So we're going to go ahead and 
     
     begin.  
     
              Can I have your -- can we have your kind 
     
     attention?  Hey, hey, hey!  Can we have your kind 
     
     attention here?  We have our next presenter.  Thank you.  
     
              MR. CLARK:  Thank you again, Dr. White.  All my 
     
     kind relatives here this morning, this afternoon and 
     
     into this evening, I want to just say thank you to the 
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     Department of Education.  
     
              My name is Ferlin Clark.  I'm the president of 
     
     the oldest and largest community college in the United 
     
     States, Navajo Community College.  It was the vision, 
     
     the prayers and songs of our elders, the late Raymond 
     
     Osbury, Nelson Naiman, of the Tribal Council, that 
     
     created Navajo Community College.  When the treaty of 
     
     1868, Article 6 says for every 30 students, a competent 
     
     teacher to teach elementary branches of an education was 
     
     to be provided.  
     
              And in that specific treaty language, when you 
     
     have 80 percent of reading, writing, math, students are 
     
     coming in at eighth grade level to our charter college 
     
     and our community college, we have a concern.  I believe 
     
     Senator Tsosie alluded to that earlier.  
     
              But it was through the Navajo Nation and their 
     
     exercise of sovereignty and the leadership that the 
     
     Navajo Community College Act of 1971 was created.  
     
     Because there was a lot of issues related to education, 
     
     government, health, community service and development.
     
              So, through the Navajo Nation Council, the 
     
     Navajo Community College Act was created and then the 
     
     University Assistance Act was created in 1975, amended 
     
     and authorized again in 1978.  
     
              We're in the midst of that reauthorization 
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     today.  So I want to speak kindly to that.  But for my 
     
     Navajo relatives (Native Language.)   To speak for our 
     
     students and our faculty, our past, our present and our 
     
     future.  
     
              I also want your -- call upon all of our Navajo 
     
     relatives here to join me in recognizing one of our own 
     
     Navajo (Native Language), cultural professional person 
     
     from the Shiprock area.  She comes -- I know she comes 
     
     from a family of renowned cultural leaders and spiritual 
     
     leaders.  She was recently appointed by President Obama 
     
     to lead as an executive director of the White House 
     
     Initiative on Tribal Colleges, what we call WHITCU.  
     
              She represents all the tribal colleges in the 
     
     United States, Dr. Maggie George.  Can you please stand, 
     
     Maggie?  And everybody, give her a firm hand.    
     
              (Applause)
     
              MR. CLARK:  Of course, Dr. Deborah Dennison, 
     
     and her lineage, in her path, also came through Navajo 
     
     Community College.  I know my brother there who is 
     
     moderating this event is also a -- someone that has -- 
     
     his footprints came through Navajo Community College.  
     
              A lot of our leaders here, Willie Tracy, a lot 
     
     of our leaders back here, throughout this kind of a 
     
     ceremonial-type structure, went through Navajo Community 
     
     College.  We're in the process of growing our own 
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     educators, administrators, board of regents, and I think 
     
     I speak to that, to that point.  
     
              Recently, the Navajo Community College Act was 
     
     modernized to be called the Dine College Act in 2008, 
     
     and so right now the Tribally Controlled Colleges and 
     
     University Act is being reauthorized, and the Navajo 
     
     College Act, Subpart B, is being amended, being fixed.  
     
     And so we want you to insert the language for Navajo 
     
     Community College, Dine College.  
     
              Although there are colleges today that exist 
     
     today in the United States --
     
              THE COURT REPORTER:  I can't hear them.
     
              (Court reporter flagging moderator to control 
     
               noise.)
     
              MR. WHITE:  Hold on.  We need to request all of 
     
     you in the back, our recorder from the U.S. Department 
     
     of Ed. is having problems recording the presentation 
     
     here.  So can we all -- I'll ask you to keep your 
     
     conversation to a very, very minimal.  Thank you.
     
              MR. CLARK:  You know, recently I know the 
     
     Senator Bingaman and I know the different House and 
     
     Senate members have passed a legislation that allows 
     
     tribal (inaudible) institutions like Arizona State 
     
     University, University of Arizona, UNM, to allow them to 
     
     be identified as tribal (inaudible) institutions.  
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              As tribal colleges, we feel like we fight over 
     
     a small pot of money to sustain language, culture 
     
     history, our way of life, and we are chartered on the 
     
     reservations by a board of regents, by the Tribal 
     
     Council.  
     
              And so, being a spokesman for the American 
     
     Indian Higher Ed Consortium, we want to make sure that 
     
     we protect some of those resources for our purposes; 
     
     language, culture, history and philosophy.  
     
              So I want to make sure that that specific Title 
     
     III language also continues to include tribal colleges.  
     
     We also receive funding as land grant institutions, 
     
     three sources of funding, extension program, and also 
     
     research.  Very valuable research programs that allow 
     
     our students to, for example, conduct research.  
     
              On the northern part of the Navajo Nation, 
     
     there's a high level of arsenic in some of these 
     
     groundwater and water aquifers, and our students are 
     
     studying that, that violation, that contamination of 
     
     those water wells.  And so, our relatives are drinking 
     
     that water.  They are also using that water to bathe, 
     
     also use that water to grow their plants, also use that 
     
     water to feed their animals.  And so, as you probably 
     
     eat today, maybe that water was fed for that sheep.
     
              If you would, Navajo and Dine, we are also on 
     

95
     
     
     the verge of developing renewable, sustainable energy.  
     
     Technology can only take us so far.  But the technology 
     
     of fire is so important.  To have our students, our 
     
     children, grandchildren, from here in to the future to 
     
     understand the language, culture, history, philosophy, 
     
     to understand that cultural significance of that fire, 
     
     for example, and protecting those intellectual property 
     
     rights, and making sure that our students maintain that.  
     
              We're on the verge of our elders passing on and 
     
     there's such a need to have their knowledge, story, 
     
     songs perpetuated, protected, sustained.  Some of it is 
     
     so vital, some of it is so sacred, that we need to 
     
     develop our own policies here.  
     
              So with that, I also request that our future 
     
     students and even our Navajo educators here today, that 
     
     some of us received Pell grants, or we had to take 
     
     loans.  I know the IHS provides loan forgiveness for 
     
     scholars, students going into Master's, doctoral level 
     
     work at all different levels.  That perhaps those 
     
     students, us, that we come back home, that we could also 
     
     be provided that loan forgiveness of our loans.  Is that 
     
     right?  Ladies and gentlemen?  Scholars?  That's -- 
     
     that's growing our own.  
     
              And in our own spirit, when that treaty that 
     
     was signed, that specific provision of 30 students per 
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     one student, I want to take it one step further of what 
     
     Senator Tsosie was talking about.  
     
              Between the agreement between the United States 
     
     Government and the Navajo Nation, there was that 
     
     agreement.  I think the Navajos, after 100 years, 
     
     created a college, but the agreement is -- is 
     
     reciprocal.  I don't think the Navajo Nation has ever 
     
     asked the federal government to say "Give us a report on 
     
     what you have done," the government, as far as language, 
     
     culture, history, in creating professional people, 
     
     sustaining land, language, culture, history, but also 
     
     providing professional people.  
     
              I think it would be a good idea for the federal 
     
     government to provide a report to us to say, "This is 
     
     what the treaty is, this is what it said, and this is 
     
     our report."
     
              So that way, there is a reciprocal agreement 
     
     between the United States government and the Navajo 
     
     government.  I think that would be a great consultation, 
     
     and a great hearing and listening time.  And then, maybe 
     
     sit down and do as they did, as they were making peace 
     
     treaties, right?  Sit down, use a tobacco, the pipe, 
     
     rolled tobacco, and sit there and use that to make 
     
     peace.  
     
              And then to also take it one step further.  
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     Plant that tree of hope and maybe treat those wantum 
     
     belts.  So kind of renew that, that commitment that the 
     
     Navajo people have and the federal government people 
     
     have here.  
     
              So I want you to speak on behalf of that.  I 
     
     want to speak on behalf of our students.  We are in 
     
     states of New Mexico and Arizona.  And of course, they 
     
     are very different.  But the language, culture, history 
     
     that is -- that exempts the teaching of language, 
     
     culture on these reservations, even by the states, the 
     
     BIE contract, private, parochial and tribal colleges is 
     
     really something we want to protect.
     
              I want to just extend our request to help us in 
     
     modernizing and reauthorizing the Dine College Act of 
     
     2008 and encourage reauthorization.  In that language, 
     
     it says "such sums as may be necessary."  When the late 
     
     Dean Jackson was president of NCC, he went to Congress 
     
     and he asked for 2 million a year for eight years, or 
     
     for four years.  That's 8 million.  
     
              It just sat there.  We picked it up, we put 
     
     some song, prayer, tobacco, corn pollen, and we said, 
     
     "We want this."  It's still alive, it's still valid.  So 
     
     we put that before the Congress.  And it was at a Senate 
     
     Health Committee, before the great advocate for Indian 
     
     rights passed away, the late Senator Edward Kennedy, on 
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     the Health Committee, they took out that 90 million.  It 
     
     was $90 million; 15 million times six years.  
     
              We worked four years tirelessly to get that 
     
     authorized and it got to the Health Committee and took 
     
     that such sums as -- took out the money and put in such 
     
     sums as may be necessary.  My colleague who cared knows 
     
     about that.  So we want to take that as such sums as may 
     
     be necessary to say put a dollar figure in there.  Our 
     
     facility, our (Native Language) Center is slowly 
     
     sinking.  It's a 40-year old building.  
     
              So in protecting -- not this building here, in 
     
     (Native Language) -- we want you to stay here, go visit 
     
     the reservation for a little while, maybe take in a 
     
     (Native Language), or hit one of the local flea markets.  
     
     There's a really good live cultural economy on the 
     
     Navajo Nation.  
     
              So I want to extend my appreciation to 
     
     Dr. White and education committee members and the 
     
     superintendent here and all of our Navajo educators   
     
     (Native Language).  
     
              MR. WHITE:  Thank you.  Thank you, Dr. Clark.  
     
     Pass the mic around.  Like I said earlier, go around 
     
     this way, then.  Maggie George, you're up.  Remember, 
     
     identify yourselves, state your name clearly, and who 
     
     you're representing, and make your statement short and 
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     concise.  Thank you.  
     
              MR. BITSILLY:   My name is Tim Bitsilly.  
     
     (Native Language).  In the language.  I'm going to speak 
     
     that for a little while here.  In addressing the people 
     
     that are here this afternoon.  (Native Language.)  I 
     
     want to thank you.  Preservation not preserve.  (Native 
     
     Language) to revitalize it.  I'm just merely saying that 
     
     it's up to a mother and to a father and to the 
     
     grandparents, as it was stated in a natural order that 
     
     was given to us as the Dine people.  And somewhere along 
     
     the way, we were labeled and things began not to be in 
     
     balance.  
     
              And as time goes on, it seems, appears to be 
     
     like it's more or less getting out of proportion.  Maybe 
     
     because we are not that revitalized what it is that we 
     
     are learned with.  
     
              Whatever is instilled in us through the ages 
     
     has character and has personality.  But as we go along, 
     
     there's an attitude that we have picked up and the word 
     
     assimilation was stated, and that was uttered.  To us 
     
     and to me, as I observe and see, there's suffering.  
     
     There's suffering everywhere, especially on the Indian 
     
     people.  And so for that reason, these are the treaties 
     
     are being -- being brought out.  Those peace treaties 
     
     were there for a reason.  
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              And as Senator Tsosie was saying, the 
     
     constitution articles are there for purposes.  And each 
     
     and every one of us, as I was saying in my prayer, that 
     
     we are as one.  But then again, why are we encouraging 
     
     and saying that this is how it's going to be?  People 
     
     should already understand, it should be something, it 
     
     should be an instinct, human instinct, as it was 
     
     bestowed upon us.  
     
              I am traditional, I am Native American church 
     
     and I am almost also belong to a denomination.  I don't 
     
     hold rhetoric or I don't hold anything against anybody 
     
     because it's all the same.  The tri-union, that's the 
     
     way it should be.  The federal government, the Indian 
     
     people, and whatever goes in between there to sustain 
     
     anything pertaining to life.  
     
              So anything that goes, I've seen a lot of 
     
     things in my lifetime.  But then again, what's in the 
     
     heart, I've heard someone say it's going to come from 
     
     the heart.  Pete Zah.  Any time someone uttered a word, 
     
     it's to be absorbed.  I, for one, make an effort to make 
     
     sure that it penetrates.  
     
              And I heard the word perpetuate.  That's where 
     
     we want to be as a people.  It was that way in the past, 
     
     and in the Navajo Nation Code Talkers, for one is 
     
     something that's very significantly valuable throughout 
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     the whole country.  
     
                  So, in conclusion, thank you for your time, 
     
     thank you for your listening ears.  If there's something 
     
     that I said that might hurt somebody, please excuse me.  
     
     Thank you.
     
              (Applause)
     
              MR. FRAZIER:  Herb Frazier.  (Native language.)  
     
     My name is Herb Frazier.  I, along with some of my 
     
     colleagues, Tim Kienitz, Sharon Jensen and Colleen 
     
     Bowman are representing Central Consolidated School 
     
     District.  We are over in the New Mexico portion of the 
     
     Four Corners area.  And I'd like to just go ahead and 
     
     read the position paper for our school district.  This 
     
     statement is to publicly state the intentions of Central 
     
     Consolidated School District with regard to the 
     
     reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
     
     Education Act, formally known as the No Child Left 
     
     Behind Act, and the Navajo Nation's Title X initiative 
     
     to create a state education agency.
     
              Let it be known by all concerned that the ESEA 
     
     is committed to securing and providing quality 
     
     educational services to meet the unique needs of all 
     
     students attending Central Consolidated School District 
     
     in the communities of Naschitti, Newcomb, Shiprock, Ojo 
     
     Amarillo and Kirtland, New Mexico.  
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              We share a common bond with the Navajo Nation, 
     
     in that CCSD is focused on providing educational 
     
     programs designed to meet the unique needs of every 
     
     Navajo student attending our schools.  To help meet the 
     
     long-term needs of the Navajo students, we recently 
     
     established the Heritage Education Center, located at 
     
     the Shiprock Administrative office complex.  
     
              The center provides a physical location for the 
     
     Indian Education Committee and community to discuss 
     
     plans to enrich and advance the educational experience 
     
     of Navajo children.
     
              We recognize the challenges facing our students 
     
     as measures dictated from the federal and state levels 
     
     influence the ways in which we deliver educational 
     
     services to our students.  And we also recognize the 
     
     opportunities that exist to improve and expand those 
     
     services by partnering, in good faith, with the Navajo 
     
     Nation through the Division of the Dine Education and 
     
     their governing board.  
     
              It is our desire to establish a partnership 
     
     with the Navajo Nation, Division of Dine Education, to 
     
     better provide educational services to the children 
     
     residing on the Navajo reservation.
     
              We support the goals of the Navajo Nation to 
     
     govern the educational direction of its people, and 
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     would like to be active partners and help to achieve 
     
     this goal on behalf of its enrolled tribal members as 
     
     directed by the communities and the school district.  
     
     School board we serve.
     
              According to the research and information that 
     
     we have received, this goal has been actively pursued 
     
     for many years and now the time has come to support the 
     
     complex yet beneficial work to realize this goal for the 
     
     Navajo students.  
     
              In conclusion, every step along this journey 
     
     must keep the students' needs in the forefront and all 
     
     of us involved and impacted by the Navajo Nation's 
     
     decisions must keep in mind that students will always 
     
     come first.  As educators, our primary responsibility is 
     
     to protect the interests of all students so that they 
     
     can learn, grow, succeed and contribute to the 
     
     communities and world in which we live.  Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. ROSE:  Mr. Frazier, I just wanted to ask 
     
     you a quick question.  The school district that you're a 
     
     member of is a regular public school?  
     
              MR. FRAZIER:  That's a regular public school of 
     
     New Mexico.
     
              MR. ROSE:  New Mexico?  
     
              MR. FRAZIER:  Yes.  
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              MR. ROSE:  But the school district is located 
     
     on tribal lands or?  
     
              MR. FRAZIER:  We have three separate 
     
     communities:  The Kirtland area, Ojo Amarillo area is 
     
     one community.  The other communities are Shiprock area, 
     
     and Newcomb, Naschitti.  Shiprock and Newcomb, Naschitti 
     
     areas are on the reservation.  
     
              MR. ROSE:  I'm just picking up on the tribal 
     
     education agency and the tribal education issue.  I 
     
     appreciate your testimony on that.  I'm just wondering 
     
     if you could comment a little bit further on that, in 
     
     terms of how you would see the school district 
     
     interacting with the LEA and ultimately with the state.  
     
     Would the state continue to play a role or (inaudible) 
     
     interact, then, primarily with the LEA?  The answer is 
     
     probably in this document.  Thank you.  
     
              MR. FRAZIER:  At this point in time, what we 
     
     know on that is that's a complex question.  And of 
     
     course, the educational school boards, the policy makers 
     
     at the state level, and the policy makers at the Navajo 
     
     Nation level, as well as the local communities, have to 
     
     learn about -- all the factors that are involved in 
     
     that.  And at this point in time, from our school 
     
     district, we're focusing on the concept of collaboration 
     
     and cooperation in this journey of the tribe's goals to 
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     attain a state education agency level.  So at this point 
     
     in time, it's a cooperation and collaboration from our 
     
     operation.  
     
              This central -- the Heritage Education Center, 
     
     we handle Johnson-O'Malley, Title VII Educational 
     
     program, and some 874 Impact Aid money.  But the new 
     
     challenge that was given to us by our administration is 
     
     to look for best educational practices in the education 
     
     of indigenous people, and of course, in our case, it's 
     
     Navajo students, and to get the community, to get the 
     
     tribal organizations involved, perhaps more than we ever 
     
     have in the past.  And so, that's the direction that 
     
     we're headed at this point in time.  
     
              MR. ROSE:  Thank you.  
     
              MR. PINO:  Navajo Nation.  Good afternoon, 
     
     everyone.  Back home at the Pinehill Clinic, I will hear 
     
     a lot of times when I go there and see people waiting to 
     
     be seen and then finally when they are coming out of the 
     
     doctor's office, and then wait again and I hear people 
     
     say "Finally" when they're ready to be given their 
     
     medicine.  Hours of daggone waiting.  Thank you.  
     
     (Native Language.)  
     
              I don't want to go back and talking about the 
     
     treaties and all that stuff.  We done -- done away with 
     
     that stuff a long time ago, so that's what cause us to 
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     start our own school when local public school was closed 
     
     back in 1968, '60, Gallup McKinley County School.  So 
     
     that my people, long before that self-determination that 
     
     we start our own local school out at ground zero.  It 
     
     was not a BIA school or there was no, no any kind of 
     
     school.  It was just others, ground zero, that's how we 
     
     started.  
     
              As I said, my name is Leo L. Pino.  I'm in the 
     
     -- I am one of those trustee representatives on the 
     
     school board.  Then we're running the Pinehill School 
     
     down in the Ramah Navajo Reservation in northwest New 
     
     Mexico.  We're running a school from K to 12.  It's a 
     
     grant school now.  
     
              We start at 6:30.  Ramah Community School 
     
     started back in 1960, as I said, from the ground zero 
     
     because we needed to have an education.  We needed to 
     
     have our students to continue to reside and attending 
     
     local school and not to be sent away to the BIA school 
     
     like into other states for away and the parents did not 
     
     want that to be continued.  
     
              Although -- (Native Language) Gallup McKinley 
     
     County school (Native Language) '68 to '69, (Native 
     
     Language.)  President Nixon in 1975 made a self- 
     
     determination (Native Language.)  
     
              40 years of operating our own school in our 
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     community, and we're celebrating the 40th year now 
     
     coming in October at the Ramah Navajo fair at the 
     
     Pinehill's school campus.  
     
              So all of you are invited, not some.  All of 
     
     you are invited to come out and celebrate those 
     
     celebrations that were due to celebrate our 40th year of 
     
     operating the K to 12th school.  I told you the starting 
     
     of the Pinehill School because the local school was 
     
     changed.  With that we have a program, other education 
     
     programs, so we are able to operate besides the 
     
     education divisions.  
     
              We had the human -- Health and Human Services 
     
     Division, a Wellness Center and Health Emotion Center.  
     
     And we had the Community Service Division.  A radio 
     
     station, KTTB FM, 89.7.  House Improvement Program.  
     
     Native American print shop and scholarship, education 
     
     family services.  Community service.  Administrative 
     
     services, provide services for the reason of business, 
     
     personal and property and procurement offices.  Post 
     
     office, grants and contract, and technology department.  
     
              We have a recommendation developed by the 
     
     superintendent of school, Mr. Sam Alonzo.  He was back 
     
     there with Mr. Long, awhile ago while we're eating.  
     
              Sam, can you stand up?  Are you still here, or? 
     
     Yeah, he's back there against the wall, by the serving 
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     line.  Thank you, Mr. Alonzo.  Mr. Alonzo is a Vietnam 
     
     vet and he is a local educator.  After Vietnam, he went 
     
     to Haskell and got his degree and then continued to 
     
     pursue his high education other schools, and became a 
     
     school teacher, math teacher.  So he's been around San 
     
     Juan County School and Gallup McKinley County School.  
     
     Then came back.  Now he's a superintendent for close to 
     
     ten years.  
     
              This gentleman, I tell you, he's amazing.  He's 
     
     really on top of all these things, especially these new 
     
     law, No Child Left Behind Act.  So that's -- that's 
     
     where this recommendation coming from.  Regarding the 
     
     reorganization of elementary and secondary act, 
     
     regarding Indian funded school, submitted to U.S. 
     
     Department of Education, submitted by Sam Alonzo 
     
     superintendent of Pinehill School, Ramah Navajo 
     
     Reservation, submitted on behalf of the board of 
     
     trustees.  
     
              He has the heading for ESEA commendation, 
     
     meaning that what the community and the school itself, 
     
     and the student, the old people that are involved in 
     
     this education, again to accept the NCLB.  He has one, 
     
     two, three, four, five items.  
     
              He's stating that we applaud a foundation and 
     
     place established by NCLB, standard basin form, state 
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     assessment, state assistance, state accountability 
     
     assistance, state quality teacher assistance and many 
     
     more.  And there's others to the statement.  
     
              And then another bullet here saying we applaud 
     
     and support the efforts of the president's initiative to 
     
     a complete education, in quotation, which involves 
     
     everyone, student, parents, teachers, community 
     
     promoting literacy.  
     
              And the next bullet, every Native American can 
     
     maintain a higher district, and we need support to 
     
     implement quality literacy program.  
     
              There's another bullet here, our school 
     
     mission, to collaborate with all state (inaudible) in 
     
     providing well rounded education with opportunity that 
     
     enhances lifelong learning.  Fits hand in glove with the 
     
     president's initiative.  
     
              Another bullet here, we support the president's 
     
     initiative that involves college pathways and 
     
     accelerated learning.  
     
              Next one, we support the science technology, 
     
     engineering, math initiative.  The last one, we want the 
     
     very best for Ramah Navajo children and others.  
     
              The next recommendation to this reauthorization 
     
     on the ESEA, he's stating that NC -- NCLB Act, which we 
     
     are to rise the ESEA, incorporates and strategy proposed 
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     by President Bush.  One includes accountability for 
     
     state school district and schools, greater choice for 
     
     parents and student, especially those in low performing 
     
     school.  More flexibility for state in the use of 
     
     federal dollars, a strong emphasis on reading, 
     
     especially for our youngest children.  
     
              And then he has another statement in terms of 
     
     supporting -- ESEA supports a world class education 
     
     system, but it needs to consider local, Native American 
     
     community as a high need district and help us toward 
     
     making this world class status.  
     
              He has another statement here in regards to the 
     
     local community controls school needs.  And we have -- 
     
     he has about eight of these.  So I just going to read 
     
     the introduction statement to these elements.  
     
              One is to promote innovative model that focuses 
     
     on knowledge and enhancement and promotion of education 
     
     models to raise the bar for standard base perform along 
     
     for accountabilities for raising student achievement and 
     
     closing achievement gap.  And he had under those, the 
     
     rationale.  And this reflects to the NCLB.  
     
              The next statement here is to improve AYP 
     
     determination.  To reauthorize ESEA should encourage use 
     
     of growth model, focus on individual student 
     
     achievement, to promote education, accountability, 
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     determination.  And he had a rationale statement under 
     
     that.  
     
              Next one is authorize ESEA should encourage 
     
     proper inclusion of English language learners, ELL.  And 
     
     state assessment in the matter that is most meaningful 
     
     that considers the full range of ELL student.  And that 
     
     he has the rationale that reflects to the NCLB.  
     
              The next one is that the reauthorize ESEA 
     
     should encourage proper inclusion of student with 
     
     disability in the state assessment and accountability 
     
     system in a meaningful way, considering the full range 
     
     of student disability.  He has that rationale 
     
     statement.  
     
              The next one is the enhancement of teacher 
     
     quality.  The ESEA reauthorization should provide, 
     
     promote providing incentive to bureau school to create a 
     
     best teacher pool of Native Americans that continually 
     
     promotes highly qualified teacher standard.  He has the 
     
     rationale.  
     
              Next statement is the assessment system.  The 
     
     reauthorized ESEA should encourage use of state and 
     
     bureau-wide assessment model that improves teaching and 
     
     learning and promotes reliable AYP determination by 
     
     allowing usage of multiple assessment on the rationale.  
     
              Next one is the reauthorize ESEA should 
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     encourage consequences and diversified way.  There 
     
     should be an honest effort in targeting intervention to 
     
     the lowest performing student, so that does not meet AYP 
     
     and continue to work with school that makes significant 
     
     plan in addressing underperformance and rationale.
     
              About finished here, so hold on.  My paper got 
     
     stuck together because I guess I talk too fast.  The 
     
     next one is the reauthorization of ESEA should retain 
     
     and provide additional resources at the state bureau 
     
     level that reflects the increased role and 
     
     responsibility placements on state bureau under ESEA for 
     
     assistant -- for systemic -- S-Y-S-T-E-M-I-C -- systemic 
     
     action to improve student achievement and close the 
     
     achievement gap by the rationale.  
     
              This is what we have from the school, so the 
     
     reason why Mr. Alonzo had this document this way is 
     
     we've gone through, back and forth, and side and up and 
     
     down on all the things that have been said even by the 
     
     treaties.  So we know what people are talking about.  
     
     But I'm sorry to say it is a treaty -- a treaty issue, 
     
     it shouldn't be the issue today.  
     
              It should be us that we're dealing with the 
     
     education, what do we do to go forward, what education 
     
     assistant that we have, rather than trying to go back 
     
     and rehash something that was made once and is done gone 
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     with it.  But from that, we should be able to go forward 
     
     and do what we need to do and the way we did with the 
     
     Ramah Pinehill School.  
     
              From ground zero, we didn't complain about the 
     
     treaty or whatever or the constitution of the United 
     
     States, but we -- we knew what they were and where they 
     
     were.  I think a lot of times to me -- I don't want to 
     
     put anybody, or offend anyone -- too much education may 
     
     be too much of a problem.  So, that's given at the level 
     
     that we don't want to overeducate ourself.  And that's 
     
     not making no progress in the school system.  
     
              Thank you very much, and God bless all of you.  
     
              (Applause)
     
              MR. BENALLY:  Dr. Martin.  
     
              MR. MARTIN:  (Native Language.)  Thank you very 
     
     much for the opportunity.  Mr. Rose, thank you for your 
     
     trip out to Navajo land.  My name is Joe Martin, and I 
     
     am a professor at Northern Arizona University in 
     
     Flagstaff.  I teach classes to aspiring principals and 
     
     superintendents.  Like many of my colleagues, I'm a 
     
     former superintendent, spent most of my public life in 
     
     some aspect of running school systems, not just in 
     
     Arizona, but across the country.  
     
              I used to work in your office, in the Office of 
     
     Education when Bill Demlet was the commissioner, early 
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     on, what used to be called Title IV, now Title VIIII.  I 
     
     had a chance to work in different parts of the country, 
     
     all related to running schools.  (Native Language.)  I 
     
     know that the majority of the comments that you receive 
     
     have to do in some way with more money.  I think that's 
     
     the crux of everything that so far that you've heard, is 
     
     that more money.  I've listened to a lot of different 
     
     commentaries in my lifetime as an educator, and the 
     
     question about whether if more money actually results in 
     
     to better education.  Does that really produce a better 
     
     result?  
     
              And I'm sure that that's something that I think 
     
     I've heard President Obama mention a few times.  I've 
     
     heard the Secretary make reference to that aspect, 
     
     whether more money leads to a better education.  I think 
     
     some of my colleagues pointed out earlier that in 
     
     Arizona, our leaders don't think so.  They don't believe 
     
     that.  They think that it's hard work, it's dedication, 
     
     it's commitment, it's diversifying, and just finding a 
     
     better way to do things that we can do without the added 
     
     funding, is what seems to prevail in the state of 
     
     Arizona.  
     
              I want to point out to you that I don't know if 
     
     you're familiar with the Rural School Community Trust.  
     
     They are one of the premier institutions around the 
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     country that look at this question of whether if more 
     
     money results into better results.  
     
              Whenever you have a chance, I think you should 
     
     read the document they did about five years ago.  It 
     
     went around the country and looked at mostly rural 
     
     schools, rural school setups, some impoverished by 
     
     poverty, others not so much.  
     
              It looked at all the different indicators that 
     
     research says makes for a good school.  Good leadership, 
     
     good teachers, good parent support, partnerships with 
     
     business communities and so on, access to post secondary 
     
     institutions like community colleges and universities 
     
     and so on, and trying to make some sense out of that.      
     
              How -- how well does this really fit in the 
     
     rural communities?  Some of things that they come across 
     
     -- now, their response is that it does make a 
     
     difference.  Funding does make a difference.  How they 
     
     rationalize that and how they sorted out the results on 
     
     that is that the theme seems to be that particularly for 
     
     rural -- rural school students, because of the 
     
     environment, where you have a lot closer knit family, 
     
     kids get used to having adults paying attention to them 
     
     all the way from the early age into their teenage, and 
     
     into adult life.  They enjoy, they benefit from the idea 
     
     of having someone pay attention to them.  
     

116
     
     
              And I think it's that kind of education 
     
     environment that more money, additional funding can 
     
     provide.  The smaller the school, particularly for high 
     
     schools -- not too long ago, some of you way have read a 
     
     lot of the research that's being done by Bill Gates, 
     
     Bill and Linda Gates.  They put in over $5 million to 
     
     look at high schools in particular.  Their finding also 
     
     complements what these folks have found in Rural School 
     
     Community Trust.  That the smaller -- the smaller the 
     
     schools, the better attention that kids get.  Whether 
     
     it's in impoverished schools or in high achieving 
     
     schools.  That smallness translates into their 
     
     recommendation, I believe, from Bill Gates, is that high 
     
     schools should not be larger than 500 kids.  That also 
     
     translates into smaller class size.  
     
              When you have a smaller class size, that's 
     
     almost a guarantee that kids who fall by the wayside get 
     
     better attention.  I think you've heard a lot of people 
     
     speak to the idea that we do have our share of students 
     
     who need that attention.  
     
              So, I got five minutes.  I'm going to try to 
     
     honor the young lady's sign over here.  My point is 
     
     this:  I think that Indian kids need that smallness.  
     
     They can benefit from that.  I think the most -- the 
     
     most important thing about this whole analysis I've read 
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     from the Rural School Community Trust and Bill Gates is 
     
     that how people define success, how success is defined.  
     
     You can imagine for that conversation how long that 
     
     conversation would take if you were to get into a lot of 
     
     detail.  How they define success, how it impacts 
     
     expectations, because on the surface level right now 
     
     what seems to us that how we define success is 
     
     determined by AYP, is determined by test scores, is 
     
     determined by grades, and so when a student gets a small 
     
     -- gets a C or a D, then that labeling kicks in.  
     
              I think how we define success ought to be 
     
     somewhere in the conversation right now so that it takes 
     
     into consideration the rural issues, the ruralness of 
     
     the things that this research points out.  
     
              The last thing I want to say is that I don't 
     
     know how much impact we have on other programs within 
     
     the U.S. Department of Education, but at the moment, for 
     
     the last -- since 1999, '98, we've been getting, 
     
     receiving funding from the U.S. Department of Education 
     
     to train principals and superintendents.  But we only 
     
     get the funding to pay for the principal candidates.  I 
     
     think it would behoove in the community, in the tribes, 
     
     if you add a provision to support funding to support 
     
     candidates that want to go on and become a 
     
     superintendent.  It only supports the principal's 
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     categories, as you well know right now.  It doesn't 
     
     support superintendents.  There's a need for that.  So I 
     
     hope that you can include that.  
     
              And the last thing I want to say is that I do 
     
     have a -- a prepared statement I'm going to give you 
     
     regarding just a No child Left Behind reauthorization 
     
     process.  So I'm going to share that with you, perhaps 
     
     through an e-mail.  Thank you very much.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. BENALLY:  Thank you, Dr. Martin.  Lena 
     
     Tyler Nakai, (inaudible) school board member.  
     
              MS. NAKAI:  (Speech in Native Language.)  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. BENALLY:  Ervin Chavez is a Dine' Bi Oital 
     
     board member.    
     
              MR. CHAVEZ:  I want to just make some comments 
     
     and raise, I guess you can say, a few issues.  My name 
     
     is Ervin Chavez.  I'm on the -- a member of the Navajo 
     
     Dine' Bi Oital School Board, Executive Board for the 
     
     Navajo Nation.  The executive board Ashley, as just as 
     
     an introduction, is an association that's established by 
     
     the Navajo Nation Council that's approved July 19 of 
     
     2005, through the Navajo Education Assistance Act of 
     
     Title X.  
     
              So Title X, that code created establishment of 
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     the executive board for the Navajo School Board 
     
     Association.  There is about 65 local community school 
     
     boards that serve the BIE funded schools on the 
     
     reservation.  
     
              One thing I just want to make some comments, is 
     
     I realize that these visitors from the Washington, D.C. 
     
     you're dealing with I guess the renewal of the 
     
     Elementary Education Act.  But we still wanted to at 
     
     least address some appropriations, issues that I think 
     
     some of those things were brought up this morning.  
     
              And the reason for that is we want to be on 
     
     record to show those appropriation shortfalls and 
     
     concerns.  I just want you to bear with us on those.  , 
     
     (Inaudible) I will be presenting about six issues.  I'm 
     
     not going to take a whole lot of time.  I'll get to the 
     
     point and then come in with some recommendations.  
     
              Likewise, Darnell will be doing the same thing.  
     
     What I'm going to do is I'm going to give you a document 
     
     that was signed by the board here, so that's for your 
     
     records.  If I can pass this down.  And we'll go by 
     
     that.  
     
              So, I'm not going to go starting at the front 
     
     of the page there, but starting probably about the third 
     
     page down.  
     
              First issue that -- the first issue that I 
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     wanted to bring up is the tribal grant support cost 
     
     previously referred to as the administrative cost 
     
     grants.  Statutory reference 25 USC 2008, administrative 
     
     cost grants for tribally operated schools in the BIE 
     
     school system.  The recommendation there again, this is 
     
     what I'm talking about with appropriation. 
     
              The recommendation that we have is in the 2005 
     
     budget request, fully fund the tribal support costs for 
     
     the tribe to operate the school in the amount of 70.2 
     
     million.  Much of the reason for that is the chronically 
     
     poor level of funding continues to pose an enormous 
     
     barrier to prudent and successful school operation.  
     
     Inadequate funding for these costs forces tribal and 
     
     tribal school boards to either supplement these budgets 
     
     with tribal funds or divert scarce educational programs 
     
     to make up for the administrative funding shortfall.  
     
              This situation is a direct negative impact to 
     
     tribes right to exercise Indian self-determination, in 
     
     essence by imposing a penalty for taking over school 
     
     programs.   
     
              Tribal control.  School needs to be funded at a 
     
     hundred percent.  The other thing that we want to raise 
     
     with you is the BIE needs to submit a separate budget 
     
     for first year grant school -- grant support costs for 
     
     school.  That will convert to tribal operation.  And a 
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     Congressional directive implementing to add this amount 
     
     to the subsequent year budget requests.  
     
              Because every time a new school comes on line, 
     
     it really does decrease the level of administrative 
     
     costs for the -- for the rest of the schools that are in 
     
     the system already.  
     
              The next issue I wanted to address is the 
     
     Bureau of Indian Affairs operations budget issues.  
     
     Statutory reference again is 25 USC 2007.  
     
              The recommendation we want to make to you is 
     
     Congress should direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
     
     annually inform Congress of the amount needed to fund 
     
     the Indian School Equalization Funding in accordance 
     
     with the calculation of Student unit and structural 
     
     value, and the student unit residential value, as 
     
     required by the secretary's own regulations.  
     
              BIE schools are inadequately funded, making the 
     
     cost of long daily bus routes to bring kids from school 
     
     to distance home to school buildings that are ill heated 
     
     and inadequately maintained to educate a valiant 
     
     teaching staff whose noncompetitive salary levels make 
     
     it doubly hard for school boards to recruit and retain 
     
     the highest quality of teachers.  
     
              Add to this fact is our administrative costs 
     
     are grossly underfunded that the few administrators we 
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     can afford must perform mulitiple responsibilities.  
     
     This jeopardizes the Navajo schools' ablility to 
     
     maintain prudent management control procedures.   
     
              Again, I think some of this was alluded to 
     
     earlier about the conditions that the roads are, that we 
     
     have to bus kids across Navajo reservation schools.  A 
     
     lot of times -- because when one gentleman that 
     
     referenced a February snowstorm which shut down Congress 
     
     in Washington, D.C.  That snow also basically froze the 
     
     reservation schools, and in essence what it did was it 
     
     impacted the attendance.  And that seems to be a real 
     
     issue with that.  So that's one thing that we want to 
     
     make sure that you understand.  
     
              The regulations contain a methodology for 
     
     determining the amount needed for educational and 
     
     residential programs.  Since 2005, BIE regulations (25 
     
     CFR) have contained methodology for determining the 
     
     minimum amount need for BIE educational and residential 
     
     programs.  It calls for student value -- student value, 
     
     instructional values, excuse me, and a student 
     
     residential value.  
     
              But no Interior Secretary has ever calculated 
     
     these values to extend the ISEF budget request based on 
     
     this.  The ISEF has solely been formulated for 
     
     distributing funds to schools, not for identifying the 
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     amount needed.  That's the difference, and that's one 
     
     thing I would really urge you to take a look at and 
     
     read, and start going through that.  
     
              The safe and secure school initiative.  
     
     Recommendations that we have is to require BIE to 
     
     establish line item funding and secure budget to cover 
     
     costs of hiring security staff who are special trained 
     
     and experienced to meet their requirements of Safe and 
     
     Secure School Initiatives at each school, making schools 
     
     safe for students and staff.  
     
              As it is, we have to look for funds to try to 
     
     recruit security guards and all, and a lot of security 
     
     issues at the schools.  
     
              The other issue that we want to talk about 
     
     again here is appropriations.  I realize that again, 
     
     you're not responsible for that, but we -- we are -- 
     
     what we're saying is Facilities Operation and Facilities 
     
     Maintenance.  Public Law 107-110, Section 1124, 
     
     Recommendation.  
     
              Provide school facilities, school operation 
     
     funding of at least 109.8 million, which would be an 
     
     increase of 56 million over the FY level act to a level 
     
     of $59.4 million.  The facility made this funding at 76 
     
     million which would be also an increase also.  And the 
     
     reason for that is -- and I'm probably making these 
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     comments because you already know some of these things, 
     
     what it's used for.  Facilities operation is used for 
     
     electricity, heating, fuels, communications, ground 
     
     maintenance, vehicle rental, refuse collection, 
     
     custodial services, pest control, water, sewer, 
     
     fire/intrusion monitoring, and facilities operation 
     
     program management.  That's the facility operations.  
     
              Under the Facilities Maintenance, those things 
     
     that are used for is preventive, routine cyclic, and  
     
     unscheduled maintenance for all school buildings, 
     
     equipment, utility systems, and ground structures.  This 
     
     includes maintenance services for HVAC systems, boilers 
     
     and other pressure vessels; furnaces, fire alarms and 
     
     sprinklers; radio repeaters; security systems; utility 
     
     system, water needs, and other outdoor spaces such as 
     
     sidewalks, driveways, parking lots and landscaping.  
     
              Those are things that all this money is used 
     
     for.  It continues to be underfunded.  As with the AC 
     
     Grant, student transportation funding and storages in 
     
     the facilities must be covered by diverting resources 
     
     from the educational program for Indian children.  
     
     Often, however, needed maintenance is just not performed 
     
     at all.  A lot of times it just goes by the wayside.  
     
              Another issue we want to bring to your 
     
     attention, we strongly feel that the establishment of a 
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     tribal committee to advise the Secretary of the Interior 
     
     on the policy issues and budget development for BIE 
     
     schools.  As it comes it is sporadic, basically once a 
     
     year.  Statutory reference:  Native American Educational 
     
     Improvement Act of 2001.  
     
              The reason for this is the establishment of an 
     
     advisory committee as described here, consisting of 
     
     tribally owned, operated, selected representative via 
     
     the Secretary and BIE school budget and policy matters.  
     
              The rationale for this is to add a provision to 
     
     the Native American Educational Improvement Act 
     
     requiring the Secretary of the Interior to establish an 
     
     advisory committee comprised of representatives of 
     
     tribes and tribal organizations which operate BIE- 
     
     funded schools to provide advice on policy matters, 
     
     development of the annual budget request for the BIE 
     
     elementary and secondary school system.  
     
              It should be provided by the secretary, and 
     
     should be no less than four times a year.  
     
     Representatives should be selected by the tribally-
     
     operated schools in each BIE Line office.  
     
              The other issue, another issue is the tribally 
     
     control school.  Amendment TCSA, which prohibits BIE 
     
     from imposing extensive conditions on school operated 
     
     through a TCSA grant.  
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              When Congress enacted the Tribally Controlled 
     
     Schools Act in 1988, one of its main objectives was to 
     
     reduce the bureaucratic domination experienced by tribes 
     
     and tribal school boards whom are elected to operate 
     
     schools through Indian Self-Determination Act contract.  
     
              That's the other issue that we want to make 
     
     sure that I think those amendments need to be made.  As 
     
     it is now, the conditions on some of the funding, and 
     
     even threats to withhold funds, a lot of stuff is going 
     
     on, and I think this is something that really needs to 
     
     be addressed at that level.  
     
              So with that, I'm going to turn it over to 
     
     Darnell to make some more comments on this.  
     
              MS. JUNE:  (Native Language.)  And that with my 
     
     clan is speaking in another language.  I'd like to thank 
     
     you all for being here and giving me a few minutes here.  
     
     And I know she raised a ten minutes, but I'll try to 
     
     make it four minutes if I can.  
     
              And as a woman warrior, to advocate for our 
     
     children and as a mother and grandmother and a steward 
     
     of education, we all speak for those who cannot be here 
     
     to speak for themselves, but will one day be here to 
     
     advocate for their children.  We set a presidence for 
     
     them to follow, a positive truthful journey and change. 
     
     (Native Language).   
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              We have a lot to do, meaning that we have a lot 
     
     of work to do.  So, gentlemen, fix your collars, tighten 
     
     your ties, women shake your dresses and roll up your 
     
     sleeves and let's get to work here.  I will read to you 
     
     a little bit of the six initiatives that I would bring 
     
     forward, and make it as bearable as I can.
     
              But these are necessary initiatives to be 
     
     brought.  Accountability systems.  We need to provide 
     
     for the use of multiple measures of academic 
     
     achievement, and accurately determining our knowledge 
     
     and performance of our children, as opposed to judging 
     
     them of success.  
     
              Provide for use of locally developed 
     
     (inaudible), including observational standards of 
     
     portfolios.  Consider a part of multiple assessment 
     
     system that is applied to any federal accountability 
     
     workbook.
     
              Provide increased resources to support parent 
     
     and family involvement in school programs and close that 
     
     gap of both the educational and learning achievements.  
     
     Our rationale for that is that the federal government 
     
     must shift its current emphasis on accountability away 
     
     from penalties and sanctions.
     
              Increase technical support, incentives, and 
     
     federal investments.  Accountability methods must 
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     include recognizing that students are worthwhile, and 
     
     they come from different environments, different support 
     
     bases, and learn at different rates.  
     
              And I know through experience of raising 48 
     
     foster children, and raising three to adulthood, and I 
     
     know that the obstacles are negative for them, it's 
     
     stacked.  They've already -- are not achieving as it is, 
     
     and they've come from homes that are having 
     
     disabilities, dysfunctions, and they need something to 
     
     feel worthwhile.  So, these awards, these incentives, 
     
     are very important.
     
              Student attendance, affects of weather, affects 
     
     our achievement of AYP.  Adverse weather conditions 
     
     through the experience of this past year, snow, rain, 
     
     mud and our road, the road conditions.  
     
              A small experience that I had, I was caught out 
     
     in canyon.  I took my little granddaughter's family back 
     
     home from school.  And in doing that, I got trapped in a 
     
     canyon for about ten days.  And I could not get up the 
     
     canyon with my truck, and I kept sliding back down into 
     
     the gullies, and then the mud.  
     
              So we stayed there, and luckily, we had this 
     
     emergency kit that we keep in our truck at all times.  
     
     But I had to re-experience hauling wood, hauling water 
     
     and keeping our children warm, and just thank goodness 
     

129
     
     
     we didn't have any real emergencies.  
     
              But I found that those children that we had 
     
     taken home missed school.  And for that reason, it 
     
     counted against the school that they were going on the 
     
     average yearly profits.  So we need to re-evaluate those 
     
     things.
     
              High school graduation rates.  Provide 
     
     incentives for schools that improve their on-time 
     
     graduation rates.  Provide incentives for schools that 
     
     establish programs for late graduation to influence 
     
     students to remain in tailored programs rather than to 
     
     drop out.
     
              Our rationale behind that is to address 
     
     American Indian low graduation rates and for federal 
     
     policy to recognize schools for implementing late 
     
     graduate programs.
     
              And of course, our pre-kindergarten, early 
     
     childhood programs, Baby FACE, FACE, Headstart, 
     
     providing funding for BIE funded schools for family and 
     
     child education programs to ensure access and to and 
     
     funding for high quality, pre-kindergarten programs.  It 
     
     works for three- and four-year-olds to enhance and 
     
     expand their learning.
     
              Our rationale behind that is that provisions of 
     
     high quality, pre-kindergarten programs and opportunity 
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     for family participation in their child's learning 
     
     program can narrow achievement gaps and improve student 
     
     changes, chances for success in school.  
     
              And teacher and administrator and school board 
     
     effectiveness.  Provide adequate funding for 
     
     professional development for administrators, teachers, 
     
     school board members, so that we can study and formulate 
     
     change for effective school programs through 
     
     partnership.
     
              And working with universities and promotion of 
     
     research-based programs.  Our rationale behind that, in 
     
     K through 12 education, teacher quality is the most 
     
     important in-school factor.  Determines how well our 
     
     students are learning.  
     
              Further, increasingly, studies to school 
     
     leadership as the most impact factor in improving and 
     
     the learning environment.  
     
              And I leave with you several key words that 
     
     have been brought out in all of our initiatives and the 
     
     people that have spoken today.  And that is:  Trust, 
     
     open communication, responsibility, accountability, 
     
     performance, proficiency, commitment.  
     
              Remember your oath.  Service, partnership, 
     
     healthy mind and spirit to learn.  Collaboration, 
     
     cooperation, self-worth, believe in themselves.  Help 
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     our children to believe in themselves, because when they 
     
     are two, through infancy, or from the time that we put 
     
     our children into your hands, we have to help them to 
     
     believe in themselves, that they are worth something, 
     
     that they are unique and that they're valuable.  
     
              And that is where I come from, as a mother and 
     
     as a grandmother.  They are such wonderful spirits.  And 
     
     I don't want to see anything negative happen to them.  
     
     Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. RUSSELL:  My name is Monty Russell.  I'm 
     
     the superintendent for Rough Rock Community School.  
     
     Thank you for this opportunity. Rough Rock is unique.  A 
     
     lot of what we talk about around this table is because 
     
     Rough Rock was created in 1966 as the first Indian 
     
     community controlled school in the country.  It was 
     
     before there was Indian self-determination, before there 
     
     was (inaudible) Control Act.  
     
              And I think the way that school got funded 
     
     shows the creativity that was used then that is needed 
     
     now.  They used the Buy Indian Act in order to start 
     
     that school.  Who would have thought of that now when 
     
     you have all these rules and regulations then?  
     
              I think that's something that we need to do is 
     
     bring with education, is bring a little creativity back 
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     in to that.  And with that, I think some of my comments, 
     
     and I'll submit the written on its own.  But one of the 
     
     things that I'd like to just focus on is we've heard and 
     
     you've heard a today a lot about leveling the playing 
     
     field.  
     
              My dad, who started Rough Rock Community School 
     
     then, the late Paul Russell, used to always say that the 
     
     problem is the rest of the country is running a hundred 
     
     yard dash and Indians are asked to run a hundred and ten 
     
     yards.  And yet, we're expected to get to the finish 
     
     line and win then.  
     
              And so, we need to level that playing field.  
     
     And throughout this document, I see the word "rewarded" 
     
     a lot.  And rewards are based on again, you start at a 
     
     common place and you're rewarded.  Or you start 
     
     somewhere and everybody from where they begin and where 
     
     they end, they're rewarded for a year's growth in 
     
     education, they're rewarded for something.  
     
              But we need to have a common language, when we 
     
     talk in the Indian country and when you're talking to 
     
     the rest of the country.  And I don't think that 
     
     actually is happening.
     
              The other half that I'm speaking for you today 
     
     on is I'm the -- one of the co-chairs for the Department 
     
     of Interior Negotiated Rule Making Committee, No Child 
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     Left Behind school facilities.  These titles and 
     
     committee names get longer and longer, it seems like, 
     
     with each new passage of the SCA.
     
              And in there, I mean one of the common things 
     
     research has shown, that adequate facilities impact 
     
     student achievement.  It's obvious.  It's night and day.  
     
     But yet, in Indian country, we have to continually prove 
     
     that point.  And so, it takes a lot of energy for us to 
     
     continually state the obvious.  At some point, we'd like 
     
     to say from that side of the table, "We believe you, 
     
     let's move forward."  
     
              But so, I'd like to read a statement that's 
     
     based on that committee, before I get back to my role in 
     
     Rough Rock.  To achieve benchmarks identified in No 
     
     Child Left Behind Act and therefore -- and thereby to 
     
     ensure the success of our children, quality educational 
     
     facilities and exemplary educational programs must be 
     
     provided for Indian, native Hawaiian and Alaskan Native 
     
     children.  
     
              Research shows that there is a direct 
     
     correlation between facility environment and student 
     
     achievement.  Congress must provide the necessary 
     
     funding to provide such facilities and programs.  
     
     Otherwise, the role and mandates set out in No Child 
     
     Left Behind Act cannot be achieved and the act itself 
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     becomes an empty promise.  
     
              I think that state also has a lot of impact 
     
     about what we're talking about today.  We -- we talk a 
     
     lot about the consultation progress.  Again, I'd like to 
     
     think that when I read your action plans, that seems to 
     
     be the goal.  And yet, in education, you talk about the 
     
     results, results oriented, that we're looking at how do 
     
     they achieve on these tests.  
     
              And yet here, it's like we're patting ourselves 
     
     on the back with the idea that we came to the table, and 
     
     as Dr. Zah said earlier, you were forced to come to this 
     
     table.  So we shouldn't be thanking you for that.  
     
              And you know, I'm not saying it in a negative 
     
     way, but I think we have to look beyond just the 
     
     talking.  What are the actions?  What specifically in 
     
     here, maybe the next charter or the next thing to be 
     
     reactions taken based on these consultations so we can 
     
     see?  
     
              Because I know, sitting on this other 
     
     negotiated rule making committee, when I go out and I 
     
     listen to people, they say, you know, "All they're going 
     
     to do is let you talk, nod their head, and turn away."  
     
     You know, where are you going to actually see that 
     
     there's actually action?  
     
              So it might be nice to actually identify in 
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     detail steps or actions that were taken based on these.  
     
     I know at the end of this it says next steps, but go 
     
     into a little more detail.  I'm going to run through a 
     
     list here, and I won't go past five minutes from here.
     
              One, because Rough Rock school is a school 
     
     that's based on a philosophy of both and approach, both 
     
     Navajo and/or English as opposed to either Navajo or 
     
     English, there needs to be an AYP definition that is for  
     
     schools like ours that have a Navajo language emergent 
     
     program.  
     
              Two, we need increased funding for language 
     
     emergent programs.  Until you can sit on the side and 
     
     say language programs are not extracurricular, but they 
     
     are about our survival, you don't understand why it's 
     
     imperative to say, 2, 3, 4 million is not enough.  It 
     
     has to be taken to show that in this case it is more 
     
     than just words.  Support means money.  And sadly, 
     
     that's the kind of world that we live in.
     
              I mentioned about increased funding for 
     
     educational facilities.  I'd like to focus the last 
     
     part, just teacher training programs.   
     
              The IHS has a model.  My sister is a doctor.  
     
     She signed up for this program, she passed it, and then 
     
     upon completion of med school, she had to give certain 
     
     years back to IHS.  If we really feel it's important, we 
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     all know the biggest impact is the teacher in the 
     
     classroom.  
     
              And we're also talking about this being a model 
     
     for everyone that goes to high school be ready for 
     
     college.  Let's start that growth plan.  Let's start 
     
     that grow your own, saying "Grow your own teachers at 
     
     high school," so that we have kids that are in high 
     
     school saying, "I want to be a teacher," and they can 
     
     apply for this program, they can go through college, 
     
     they can go back to their reservations or other 
     
     reservations, and their loans or whatever are forfeited.  
     
              If we really want to make an impact, that's 
     
     where we have to start.  It's not enough just to show 
     
     them the door to a college, there has to be a purpose 
     
     once they get through that college, and to try to do -- 
     
     and there already is a successful model out there, IHS.  
     
     How can we tie that in?  
     
              I think the other thing is we need to have more 
     
     studies on student achievement, and funding, you know, 
     
     for Indian education.  The adverse programs have to be 
     
     targeted and flexible enough to accommodate native 
     
     culture, and not so restricted and refined that you 
     
     can't do anything.  And that's what we find at Rough 
     
     Rock.  
     
              Again, we're a very different school from other 
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     places.  And the last point is that a school like Rough 
     
     Rock, which is a K-12 school, we have a vocational ed. 
     
     program.  We are penalized because Carl Perkins is 
     
     (inaudible) to the state of Arizona, and the state of 
     
     Arizona is going to take care of its schools first.  
     
              Go back to the 1 percent set aside or 
     
     something, like our schools, there aren't that many in 
     
     there that are K-12 schools, where we can get our 
     
     funding directly from the Department of Ed.  We don't 
     
     have to wait for the leftovers that come to the state.  
     
              Right now, we can't afford -- we just closed 
     
     down our vocational educational program, because we 
     
     cannot afford to fund it on our own, year after year 
     
     after year.  All we got from the state was $13,000.  We 
     
     all know that's not going to buy us anything.  
     
              Changing that would have a great impact.  Not 
     
     just for college, but it also says careers.  Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)    
     
              MR. BENALLY:  The number of speakers is still 
     
     increasing.  We have (inaudible) Lightfoot here.  Then 
     
     we're going to go to Willie Tracy.  Then from there 
     
     we'll go to Gloria Hale-Showalter, Milton Jim, Daniel 
     
     Maiz.  That's how we'll go.  Maybe we'll even bring the 
     
     ten minutes out to five minutes.  We have a lot of 
     
     people out here.  We have limited time.  We want to give 
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     everybody a chance.  We have visitors here.  
     
              MS. WHITEFOOT:  I'm Patricia Whitefoot, 
     
     president of the National Indian Educational 
     
     Association.  The Navajo Nation Department of Dene, 
     
     Education Consultation.  
     
              I greet you in the language of my ancestral 
     
     people, the Acoma Nation.  I am also Navajo as well.  
     
     And I come from the State of Washington on the Acoma 
     
     Reservation, and I come here as a president of the 
     
     National Indian Educational Association.  So I want to 
     
     say thank you.  
     
              I'm also pleased that the Department of 
     
     Education is here.  On behalf of the National Education, 
     
     we've been able to travel to all the consultation 
     
     sessions and we have one more that we'll be attending up 
     
     in the Northwest of the affiliate tribes of the 
     
     Northwest Indians on July 15, and with a (inaudible) 
     
     Tribe and the diversity of the tribes in the Northwest.  
     
              To begin with, I just wanted to also cite 
     
     statements that were made by President Obama when we 
     
     attended the Tribal Leader summit in Washington, D.C. on 
     
     November 5 at the White House.  
     
              President Obama, joined by members of Congress, 
     
     several Cabinet secretaries, and other senior 
     
     administrator officials met with leaders invited from 
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     all 564 tribes, federally recognized tribes, to forge a 
     
     stronger relationship with the tribal governments.  
     
              In doing so, the president took a major step 
     
     toward fulfilling his promise to engage tribal leaders 
     
     to ensure their voices are heard in Washington.  
     
     President Obama said that Washington can't and shouldn't 
     
     dictate a policy agenda for Indian country.  The 
     
     president told the assembled tribal leaders of the 
     
     Administration of Indian officials, "Tribal nations do 
     
     better when they make their own decisions.  That's why 
     
     we're here today," acknowledging -- 
     
              (Applause) 
     
              MS. WHITEFOOT: -- acknowledging the history of 
     
     marginalization of Indian peoples, of promises broken 
     
     and treatises violated, and of failed Washington knows 
     
     best solution.  President Obama called for a new and 
     
     better future, and a future which tribal nations are 
     
     full partners.  
     
              And so, with that, I think you know Washington 
     
     did hear, and they came out with a blueprint report 
     
     which is part of the reason that we're here.  And on 
     
     Page 22, if you will notice the Department of Education 
     
     did devote a significant amount of attention to Indian, 
     
     Native American, native Hawaiian, Alaskan native 
     
     education.  
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              And that the department is going to be provided 
     
     greater flexibility to use the funds to carry out 
     
     programs that it needs of students.  It's going to 
     
     include native language immersion, and native language 
     
     restoration of programs as were shared here.  It's also 
     
     going to strengthen the role of tribal education 
     
     departments that have been discussed here, and then 
     
     require that participation of parents of Indian children 
     
     in the design of programs.  
     
              So on Page 22, it already does exist, and so 
     
     Washington and the Department of Education are beginning 
     
     to fulfill the goals of tribal consultation.  And with 
     
     that, I do have just the National Congress of American 
     
     Indians and the National Education Association have been 
     
     working on joint tribal priorities for Indian education.  
     
              We have had bimonthly conference calls with the 
     
     National Congress of American Indians and the National 
     
     American Indian Education Association.  
     
              We have five -- well, we have about six now 
     
     priority areas that we are focusing on.  They include 
     
     strengthening tribal control of education, which we have 
     
     heard discussed here today; invest in culture and 
     
     language revitalization, we've heard that today; focus 
     
     on native teachers, administration, administrators and 
     
     leaders; promote inter-agency collaboration; and then 
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     also consultation.  
     
              In addition to that, we had a meeting with the 
     
     Department of Education last week with American Indians 
     
     in Rapid City, South Dakota.  Other matters that we're 
     
     continue to discuss is the restoration of the Assistant 
     
     Secretary position with the Department of Education for 
     
     and Indian -- for an Indian (inaudible).  Again, that's 
     
     to restore that position that was there before with the 
     
     federal agency, the Department of Education.  
     
              And then in addition to that, as I've heard 
     
     discussed here, is also to address the health and safety 
     
     needs of our native children and of our families.  
     
     Having been on Tribal Council with my own tribe, I 
     
     understand the full breadth and depth of the need that 
     
     we have in our tribal communities.  
     
              I'm certainly pleased to be here today.  I just 
     
     wanted to also highlight some of the resolutions that 
     
     were passed last week in South Dakota.  We had 
     
     resolutions that were passed.  
     
              Basically, they support allowing the Department 
     
     of Education, similar to the requests being made by the 
     
     Navajo Nation, to recognize accrediting bodies for the 
     
     tribal colleges and universities and other tribal 
     
     component schools.  To support the national tribal 
     
     priorities for Indian education, urge the Department of 
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     Education to conduct tribal consultation on the new race 
     
     and ethnicity guidance for the collection of federal 
     
     education data.  
     
              Support the protection of our premier national 
     
     Native American Higher Education Program of Fort Lewis 
     
     College in Durango, Colorado.  Support the elevation 
     
     office of the Indian education position to Assistant 
     
     Secretary within the Department of Education.  Support 
     
     the establishment of funding -- that one was tabled.  
     
     Sorry.  
     
              Increase capacity of tribal colleges for 
     
     elementary and secondary teacher training and to 
     
     strengthen the capacity of tribal colleges for education 
     
     research.  And support the legislation allowing the 
     
     Department of Education to recognize the separate 
     
     accrediting body for tribal colleges and universities.  
     
     I'm sorry, I reread that.  
     
              And two others are U.S. Department of Interior 
     
     Education needs to address governance and management of 
     
     Haskell University, and the Southwestern Indian 
     
     Polytechnical Institute.  And we also acknowledged need 
     
     for funding parity within the federal system.  
     
              So, this is a brief summary of some of the work 
     
     we've been doing with the National Department of 
     
     Education.  I want to applaud the Department of 
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     Education for the blueprint and blueprint for the voices 
     
     of Indian country.  Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MS. HALE-SHOWALTER:  Thank you.  Good 
     
     afternoon.  Gloria Hale-Showalter.  (Native Language).  
     
     Good afternoon.  I want to welcome those of you that are 
     
     guests from U.S. DOE, our tribal representatives, 
     
     leaders, parents, all of us that are here today.  
     
              Like I said, I'm Gloria Hale-Showalter.  I 
     
     currently work with a school district in New Mexico.  
     
     That's the Grants Cibola County Schools.  I'm here on 
     
     behalf of the various schools in New Mexico who receive 
     
     -- here we go again -- Impact 8 funding.  That's law 
     
     103-382.  
     
              Impact 8 is federal funding to public schools 
     
     in lieu of property taxes.  We did hear Mr. Tah speak to 
     
     that, Mr. Frazier, former Senator Tsosie, and some other 
     
     speaking to Impact 8.  
     
              I wanted to emphasize this today.  Impact 8 has 
     
     a reauthorization sitting in Congress for the last three 
     
     or four years.  I know that Dr. Debbie Dennison spoke 
     
     extensively to the Arizona Impact Aid Association and 
     
     what the Arizona schools are doing.  
     
              Let me tell you about New Mexico.  We did hear 
     
     that earlier today.  That is, the equalization law is 
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     being utilized and in the State of New Mexico, currently 
     
     the State of New Mexico takes away 75 percent of our 
     
     funding.  
     
              So, for instance, if -- the Gallup McKinley 
     
     County School is a very good example.  They receive 
     
     approximately a little over $37 million.  Do your math.  
     
     Take away 75 percent.  It goes into the coffers of the 
     
     State of New Mexico, and then it's redistributed to all 
     
     the public schools, all 89 in New Mexico, and 
     
     distributed to the public schools whether they have 
     
     Native American students or not.  
     
              Now, what's wrong with that picture?  There is 
     
     no equalization in that formula.  So I represent Grants 
     
     Cibola County Schools.  We get $4.3 million.  We have to 
     
     give up a little over $3 million.  We're left with 25 
     
     percent.  
     
              So when I speak to my Indian parents and the 
     
     Indian lands that surround Grants Cibola County Schools, 
     
     which is the Pueblo of Acoma, Pueblo of Laguna, the 
     
     Navajo Nation at Baca Chapter, I said take, for 
     
     instance, this dollar here (indicating), take this 
     
     dollar and you get change, get four quarters.  
     
              75 -- 75 cents goes to the state.  We're left 
     
     with 25 cents to spend in our district.  And State of 
     
     New Mexico is known for the native kids performing at 
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     the lowest performance on the state assessment, which of 
     
     course determines AYP.  
     
              Currently, I'd like to ask if U.S. DOE could 
     
     somehow, the administration, push to get this 
     
     reauthorized on Impact 8 forward, because since that 
     
     reauthorization, there's a section called 8009 that 
     
     speaks to equalization.  And it's saying -- it's 
     
     rewording the language and the law to reword it, 
     
     reimplement it, where states cannot apply for 
     
     equalization unless they are meeting the per-pupil, per 
     
     capita act, the national level or above.  Currently, New 
     
     Mexico is below.  So that's one recommendation.  
     
              No. 2, take a look at the subgroups under AYP 
     
     when you get your report card.  Nobody spoke to that 
     
     today.  I heard a lot about AYP.  You have not only your 
     
     general students that perform on the state test.  You 
     
     have subgroups.  Special education, ELL, free and 
     
     reduced lunch programs, students.  Those all make a 
     
     difference in that calculation of whether you're going 
     
     to make AYP or not.  
     
              Some schools don't have those numbers so they 
     
     rise to the top and do make AYP.  Somehow that needs to 
     
     be relooked at and recalculate that into the formula.  
     
              Lastly, the New Mexico Indian Education Act of 
     
     New Mexico is one of the -- probably the best acts that 
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     came along, and that requires us to work with tribal 
     
     communities, the parents, and the students in our state.  
     
     We have to work on that partnership.  
     
              Because I heard a lot today about not meeting 
     
     with tribal representatives or parents.  We're required 
     
     to do so, and I'm really pleased that we're making that 
     
     effort in New Mexico, but there is no police or no one 
     
     monitoring how effective that is.  
     
              But when Senator Tsosie, or former Senator 
     
     Tsosie speak to Impact 8, I think somebody mentioned 95 
     
     percent.  I think it is Dr. Sandoval.  It is 75 percent 
     
     versus 25 percent.  Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)
     
              MR. BENALLY:  Go ahead let's all stand up and 
     
     stretch out a little bit.  Milton Jim come to the 
     
     microphone.  
     
              MR. JIM: (Native Language) For the same reason 
     
     I wanted to see the Congress over here, the wonder of, 
     
     so I can ask them to do a favor.  On the way back on the 
     
     plane, you got homework to do on the way back.  
     
              So, that's the same thing I came from, these 
     
     gentlemen came out with.  Was BIE back in three years 
     
     ago, that we convert to (inaudible).  At that time, we 
     
     notice that halfway the budget, we only got 65 percent.  
     
              So, in May 17 -- May 19, like two months ago, 
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     last month, they reauthorized for us for another three 
     
     years.  So this time, we want the whole hundred percent 
     
     of the (inaudible) so we can do a lot of things for our 
     
     students.  See, our students very important as our first 
     
     priority for us out there in Torreon.  
     
              So we say that to our family, to the families 
     
     of our students, to third grade kids.  So that's the 
     
     only thing that we really kind of, really, or excuse me, 
     
     start something with our grants this year.  See, three 
     
     years we could have used a lot of money for our -- our 
     
     projects.  
     
              So we appreciate for that, and then whatever.  
     
     There's a lot of things in here, but there's a young 
     
     lady over here just give me instead of ten minutes, just 
     
     raise me five minutes.  So at the same time, I have 
     
     another meeting back at home, so I'll just go ahead and 
     
     leave this with you and then you can read it.  
     
              And another thing is we -- there's a lot of -- 
     
     we do a lot of recruitment, but the only thing that 
     
     we're having problems with our facilities, that we need 
     
     some more addition to our school, and new buildings, and 
     
     also the main problem is the teachers, the teachers' 
     
     housing.  
     
              Right now, we only have five -- five houses -- 
     
     no, six houses and then four trailers.  The four 
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     trailers have been there for over 20 years.  So, that's 
     
     the main thing.  So every time there's a teacher apply 
     
     for -- from outside of New Mexico, and first thing they 
     
     ask is for housing, and then we get stuck there.  
     
              So, this is my second year, second time that 
     
     I've been here to ask for that.  I think it was the same 
     
     time last year, too, so I haven't seen anything 
     
     feedback.  I even went to Washington back in February, 
     
     talked to our Senator Bingaman and Udall.  So, after 
     
     that, I haven't got any feedback or any letters or 
     
     anything like that.  So, give them a message for me that 
     
     they both -- they should have a picture on their wall.  
     
     So I will appreciate that.  
     
              And then other than that, you know, like I 
     
     said, everything in here that we need for our school.  
     
     And so, only got three minutes left, so that's the only 
     
     thing I came for.  I appreciate that we ran into each 
     
     other here.  Then, you know, I came at the right time.  
     
     So everything that what I want for my school is all in 
     
     here.  Okay?  I thank you very much.  
     
              (Applause) 
     
              MR. BENALLY:  David Maiz.  
     
              MR. MAIZ:  Hello, Panel from Washington.  We 
     
     are glad you're here listening to our concerns today.  
     
     My name is David Maiz.  I'm a principal at Red Rock Day 
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     School, with the New Mexico Navajo North Agency.  And I 
     
     for one support the No Child Left Behind.  I know 
     
     there's a lot of things that are wrong with it, but in 
     
     New Mexico Navajo North, we have ten schools and out of 
     
     the ten schools, six of our schools made AYP.  
     
              (Applause)    
     
              MR. MAIZ:  So, you know, we talk a lot about 
     
     accountability.  That's what's working, you know.  On 
     
     some of the blueprints that you guys have for the reform 
     
     is having highly qualified teachers.  And if you hold 
     
     teachers accountable, and you raise the standards, now 
     
     you have to jump this high (indicating).  Some will do 
     
     it, but many will not.  And we heard a lot of things 
     
     about the grow your own.
     
              I have on my staff, five Navajos.  I'm full-
     
     blooded Navajo.  So, these are my people.  I love my 
     
     people.  But, these people that are on my staff, they 
     
     are paraprofessionals right now.  And they went through 
     
     a local -- one of the local colleges that have an Indian 
     
     education program for teachers.  
     
              What I'm seeing is a lot of these programs are 
     
     pretty watered down.  And we need to change that.  We 
     
     need to -- 
     
              (Applause)
     
              MR. MAIZ:  -- higher the standards so when we 
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     graduate, we're getting highly qualified teachers.  
     
     We're getting so that we have grow your own that are 
     
     highly qualified.  The people in my school cannot pass 
     
     the state certification test, because the program that 
     
     they went through was pretty watered down.  I know for a 
     
     fact, because I was one of them.  
     
              When I was working at (inaudible), I went 
     
     there, and at that time bilingual was the thing to do.  
     
     And every semester, all we did was another plan, and it 
     
     was identical to the length of the one that we did the 
     
     year before, or the semester before.  So we really need 
     
     to raise the standards.  
     
              And I think as Navajo people, as Indian people, 
     
     we need to quit making excuse for ourselves (Applause)    
     
     and start saying that we can do it.  We can -- we can 
     
     perform at these higher levels.  Because I did it 
     
     myself.  Because I went to the University of South 
     
     Florida.  
     
              I graduated with honors.  I didn't have -- I 
     
     didn't go on a scholarship.  I didn't go on any grants 
     
     or anything.  I'm still paying back the loan that I -- 
     
     that I borrowed from Uncle Sam.  So, you know, as Navajo 
     
     people, as Indian people, we can do it.  At my school -- 
     
     we're located in northwestern Arizona.  And we have 
     
     buses that leave our campus around 4:30 and start 
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     picking up kids.  
     
              We have one that runs clear back into New 
     
     Mexico and then comes back into our -- into the state of 
     
     Arizona.  And I have kids that get on the bus, like 
     
     we've heard before, at 5:30 in the morning, 5 o'clock in 
     
     the morning, and they get to our school tired.  
     
              So -- and then we have road conditions.  A lot 
     
     of these roads are unpaved, unimproved, and we're having 
     
     to deal with a lot of maintenance costs.  And you know, 
     
     when we do our ISEP count for funding through the BIE, 
     
     they only give us this much, you know, based on the 
     
     mileage.  What they don't realize is those mileages are 
     
     really rough roads.  
     
              I have pictures that I could send to you guys 
     
     with mud that deep (indicating) out in Red Valley Cove 
     
     area, with buses getting stuck almost every day.  And 
     
     that really affected our attendance and our -- and our 
     
     budget.  The other thing that we're really lacking out 
     
     there is I still live in Torlina, my former school, and 
     
     I drive 50 miles one way to get to Red Rock.  
     
              The reason why I'm doing that is, other than 
     
     Red Rock, there is are no housing, unless you call a 
     
     small cubicle that looks like a little match box all 
     
     closed together, four of them.  That, to me, is just 
     
     really inadequate housing.  I've been advertising for 
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     teachers all across the country.  
     
              And the first thing they say is, "Do you have 
     
     housing?"  
     
              "Well, no."  
     
              Because most of my staff drive in from 
     
     Shiprock, which is a 40-minute, one-way drive, and then 
     
     a lot of them live in Farmington, which really cuts down 
     
     on after-school activities, because as soon as it's 4 
     
     o'clock, their car pooling, they're out the door.  So 
     
     they're not putting in the extra time that these kids at 
     
     my school and my community need.  
     
              So I have the dilapidated schools, I have a  
     
     dilapidated building.  My school is falling apart.  And 
     
     the process to ask for more money at the facilities is 
     
     -- I'm always asked, "What is in your backlog, you know, 
     
     what's in your backlog?"  Well, what is a backlog, you 
     
     know? 
     
              So, it's a cumbersome process to where when we 
     
     ask for money, when we ask for needs, we have to go 
     
     through "okay, you need to fill out this form, you have 
     
     to send it in to Albuquerque.  We don't know how long 
     
     it's going to take for them to process it."  
     
              And it's just a cumbersome process with all 
     
     this red tape that goes.  And then about five years 
     
     later, maybe we get the funding or maybe at that time 
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     there's another economic crisis, and we do not get the 
     
     money.  So we need to cut down on the red tape, and make 
     
     it so -- maybe send a representative to Washington to my 
     
     school, so he can see firsthand what's going on at my 
     
     school, at the grass roots level.  
     
              You know, this is -- I'm talking from the grass 
     
     roots level.  And the other thing that we really need, 
     
     and one of the blueprints here for is to have college 
     
     ready students.  I get pre-kindergarten students coming 
     
     to my school, no sense of any literacy, because literacy 
     
     is not valued in the home.  
     
              You know, they come to the school, there's no 
     
     literacy that's been done in the home.  So we're really 
     
     starting at ground level with all these students that 
     
     are coming to our school.  What we really need is a 
     
     preschool, a preschool system that's going to be part of 
     
     -- part of our schools.  So like they say, you know, we 
     
     can start them early, and move them up the line.  
     
              I know there's FACE there, but there's just too 
     
     many requirements that are attached; that they have to 
     
     have a parent that's also getting a GED.  What if the 
     
     parent already got the GED or the high school diploma?  
     
     Then that, you know, that parent doesn't qualify.  
     
              So, we need something that's going to be a 
     
     little bit more manageable, a little bit easier and 
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     that's open to everybody in our -- in the community as 
     
     far as preschool.  
     
              The other one that I'm really looking for is 
     
     the -- the growth model.  The growth model that, you 
     
     know, that they're talking about in AYP calculations.  
     
     Because we introduced the three-tiered model this year.  
     
     A lot of kids that are like at benchmark, that are, you 
     
     know, strategic, and then intensive.  
     
              Okay.  I had a lot of -- because of the poor 
     
     teaching that's been going on, teachers that have not 
     
     been held accountable for so many years in the BIA 
     
     system, we were starting at 12 percent.  
     
              When we went in there this year, and we 
     
     implemented the three-tier model, started holding 
     
     teachers accountable, we're now at 56 percent.  A lot of 
     
     our kids had a lot of growth, but they did not move out 
     
     of the intensive, or they barely move into the 
     
     strategic.  
     
              That doesn't count on the AYP calculation.  We 
     
     have a lot of growth, but as far as the state AYP 
     
     calculations, we didn't move, or hardly moved at all.  
     
     So those are the things that are facing us down here at 
     
     the grass root level.  So I hope you take this back to 
     
     Washington, listen, and thank you again for listening to 
     
     us.  
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              And you know, there are some negative comments 
     
     that were made about Dr. Longie and New Mexico Navajo 
     
     North Agency.  But this man came in with a dream.  He 
     
     came in with a dream and he said, "We need to improve 
     
     our scores.  We need to have higher accountability for 
     
     our teachers, we need to have higher standards, and no 
     
     matter what the standards are, we can do it."
     
              So, that's his push.  That's the push.  And I'm 
     
     behind it.  I think we need to hold ourselves 
     
     accountable.  I'm holding myself accountable.  Because I 
     
     get my work -- myself to work, and I work my tail off 
     
     every day.  And the reason why I do that is because what 
     
     we do is going to greatly affect the next generation.  
     
              And those -- the next generation is the one 
     
     that's going to run this nation.  It's going to run this 
     
     nation.  It's going to make the decisions that's going 
     
     to affect all of us; our land, our resources, everything 
     
     that is going to affect us into the future.  
     
              Thank you.  Thank you for giving us time and 
     
     everybody have a great day, have a safe trip home.  
     
     Thank you.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. BENALLY:  At 3 o'clock, we're going to have 
     
     some refreshments.  So people helping them self.  And a 
     
     15-minute break, and then we'll start up again.  We'll 
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     take a 10-minute break and cut that down by five 
     
     minutes.
     
              (Break taken from 3:05 p.m. to 3:14 p.m.)
     
              MS. NORRIS:  My name is Deborah Norris.  I am 
     
     the director of the Office of Indian Education at the 
     
     Arizona Department of Education down in Phoenix.  
     
              It has been my pleasure to work with all of the 
     
     titles of the reservation school districts in the state 
     
     of Arizona.  Among the many hats that I wear, I do wear 
     
     a Title 1 specialist hat as well.  So I work with 11 
     
     reservation school districts with Title 1, and all of 
     
     the other programs that previously fell under the No 
     
     Child Left Behind.  
     
              I just wanted to give you a few observations 
     
     about some of the programs that I worked with.  Having 
     
     said that, Arizona is a very unique place.  I had the 
     
     pleasure of seeing a national report that was produced 
     
     by the National Caucus of state legislators called 
     
     Striving to Achieve.  It's currently on the Web.  
     
              And one of the interesting subjects they 
     
     brought up was Native American students and the ties to 
     
     poverty and achievement.  The interesting thing was that 
     
     the theories, all of the theories that presented in that 
     
     report didn't always apply to the students in Arizona.  
     
              When I started to ask more questions, it became 
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     clear to me that poverty is not the only factor in 
     
     student achievement in Arizona.  In fact, it is our 
     
     poorest students who are, you know, economically poorest 
     
     students who are doing better than their other peers 
     
     within the Native American ethnic group.  
     
              So, what does that mean?  That means when we 
     
     look at student achievement based on how much money the 
     
     families make, it's actually the students who are living 
     
     in the reservations such as the Navajo Nation who are 
     
     doing better academically.  
     
              And so, we began to look further into that 
     
     data.  And we ask ourselves, Why, why is that the case?  
     
     And we looked for a series of things that we might be 
     
     able to look at to explain that anomaly.  And we used 
     
     the National Indian Education Study.  And we looked for 
     
     reasons to believe that there might be such a thing as a 
     
     reservation advantage.  
     
              Because Native American students who attend 
     
     school districts on reservations are more likely to have 
     
     native language and culture being taught in their 
     
     classes.  They are more likely to have tribal leaders 
     
     visit the schools.  They're more likely to have somebody 
     
     at home to help them with homework, they're more likely 
     
     to participate in ceremonies.  
     
              And among the most important of these is 
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     they're ten times more likely to have a Native American 
     
     teacher in the classroom.  This brings me to the 
     
     comments that I would like to focus on.  
     
              Because of the highly qualified requirements 
     
     that are currently imposed on our potential and aspiring 
     
     teachers within the state, we are limiting the numbers 
     
     of Native American teachers who will be placed in 
     
     classrooms in the future.  And this needs to be 
     
     addressed.  
     
              It is our Native American teachers who are the 
     
     ones who are best able to use student experience in 
     
     their instruction.  And with our (inaudible) test, 
     
     professional knowledge exam, we lose 50 percent of our 
     
     Native American teacher candidates.  And this is the 
     
     highest failure rate of all of the ethnic groups who 
     
     take this test.  
     
              I believe that this needs to be addressed.  One 
     
     of the reasons that it bothers me is because these 
     
     Native American teachers are nontraditional students.  
     
     They are not typically your 18-year-old student who goes 
     
     off to a university and comes back four years later.  
     
     Many times, they have been in the classroom as 
     
     paraprofessionals.  Many times, they are changing their 
     
     careers.  
     
              Perhaps they had a family at a young age, and 
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     they're more likely to have educational programs across 
     
     a smattering of colleges, a few units here, a few units 
     
     there.  In other words, their programs tend to be more 
     
     fragmented.  But otherwise, there's nothing wrong with 
     
     these candidates who have spent four years in college to 
     
     become teachers.  
     
              So, I would like to propose that there has to 
     
     be other ways, alternative methods for getting these 
     
     teachers into the classroom.  They're highly qualified 
     
     and highly effective teachers.  I have asked, you know, 
     
     what is the -- what is the likelihood that we could get 
     
     the testing sites and testing dates here within our own 
     
     communities.  
     
              After all, you know, this is where they will be 
     
     teaching.  After all, you know, native peoples have been 
     
     teaching people within our communities for thousands of 
     
     years.  
     
              So, once again, I would like to just reiterate 
     
     that the aspiring teachers are not, you know -- their 
     
     abilities are not the only factors here.  We have reason 
     
     to believe it could be the setting.  We have reason to 
     
     believe it could be the types of courses they're taking 
     
     and their nontraditional student status.  
     
              So perhaps we could propose grants to provide 
     
     testing dates within our own communities, and test 
     

160
     
     
     students who -- test our potential teachers who want to 
     
     be teachers, in a way that is culturally relevant to us, 
     
     in a study such as this with people supporting them.  
     
              So, I would like to see that.  Perhaps grants 
     
     to work with teachers before they take the testing 
     
     skills, and also again, an alternative path.  
     
              Just very briefly, I would also like to turn to 
     
     another subject, which I hadn't heard anyone really talk 
     
     about, which was the SES services.  I do believe that 
     
     tribes should be able to provide these services.  It 
     
     should be said specifically that tribes not only should 
     
     be identified as potential service providers or grantees 
     
     for things like SES, but also for promised 
     
     neighborhoods, charter management organizations, or even 
     
     education management organizations.  
     
              I hadn't heard anyone bring that up.  But as 
     
     far as the subject of SES goes, the result has been over 
     
     the past six years, watching our Title 1 programs deal 
     
     with this requirement, has been that it has provided a 
     
     significant delay in program dollars to the schools that 
     
     need it the most.  
     
              And what happens is, it sets aside 20 percent 
     
     of the district program that is not being used in the 
     
     most critical areas, and the result is that there tends 
     
     to be dumping at the end of the year just to spend the 
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     money and not send it back to the feds.  So therefore, 
     
     it is not being used for its original intent, which is 
     
     to provide services to disadvantaged students.  
     
              Once again, would just like to bring your 
     
     attention to those three areas.  There's many more areas 
     
     which I can discuss.  Thank you very much for allowing 
     
     me to speak.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. BEGAY:  My name is Donovan Begay.  I'm from 
     
     Shiprock, New Mexico.  I'm a parent of a school in 
     
     Shiprock, New Mexico, and I'm here to give a little bit 
     
     of our recommendations for this AYP.  Adequate yearly 
     
     progress, the ESEA should revise the method used to 
     
     calculate adequate yearly progress.  The current formula 
     
     that is used is a one-size-fits-all calculation that 
     
     does not account for the limited needs of Native 
     
     American children.  The current method of AYP does not 
     
     account for unique purposes on the Indian reservation 
     
     such as the Navajo Nation.  
     
              For example, students of the Navajo Reservation 
     
     live in predominantly rural areas and require greater 
     
     distances to travel.  These students also have unique 
     
     cultural, educational and language needs that are much 
     
     different than students who attend schools in other 
     
     areas.  
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              The current system that is in place means that 
     
     a large majority of schools at the Navajo reservations 
     
     are failing their students.  For example, the three out 
     
     of 18 schools are making AYP from Central Consolidated 
     
     School District, located in the Four Corners of New 
     
     Mexico.  
     
              The parents of Nataavi Nez Elementary School 
     
     strongly recommend that they look at the definition of 
     
     AYP, be recalculated or special exemptions to federal 
     
     law be included to account for these unique differences 
     
     and needs for these students.  The parents of Nataavi 
     
     Nez Elementary School do not believe that one size fits 
     
     all, (inaudible). 
     
              The current No Child Left Behind Act and ESEA 
     
     are leaving many of our children behind.  Federal law 
     
     and the ESEA are pretty clear on detailing the 
     
     underachieving and failing schools where schools can be 
     
     turned around, reconstructed or closed.  
     
              However, one district, Central Consolidated 
     
     School District, is making the wrong approach by 
     
     deciding to close schools.  Nataavi Nez Elementary 
     
     School, which is one of three schools out of eight 
     
     schools in the school district that made AYP.  
     
              The ESEA should include language that makes it 
     
     against the law if not -- if is not already for a school 
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     district to close a school that is making AYP.  Greater 
     
     federal support should be given to schools meeting this 
     
     crucial federal performance benchmark.  
     
              Congress should be also included, the 
     
     reauthorization of ESEA authorizing language that would 
     
     allow federal budgetary mandates to keep schools that 
     
     are making AYP from closing.  
     
              School districts such as Central Consolidated 
     
     School Districts cite budgetary reasons for closing a 
     
     school that is making AYP and sending those students to 
     
     an underachieving and low performance schools.  That is 
     
     downright wrong.  
     
              The federal government should be more -- should 
     
     do more to prevent actions like this from happening.  
     
              Impact aid.  The parents of Nataavi Nez 
     
     Elementary School strongly oppose the current funding 
     
     scheme that the State of New Mexico has in Title B 
     
     Impact 8 dollars.  The current funding scheme puts the 
     
     schools located on Navajo Nation at an unfair 
     
     disadvantage because the State of New Mexico takes 
     
     credit for 75 percent of every dollar that is generated 
     
     by Navajo children.  
     
              This is crucial funding that should be used for 
     
     meeting many of the immediate needs for our children.  
     
     The State of New Mexico is unfairly taking money to 
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     educate our children, students, and diverting the funds 
     
     to other parts of the state.  
     
              It is highly unfair that the communities and 
     
     the schools surrounding Los Alamos National Laboratories 
     
     of New Mexico receive a special exemption for the 
     
     equalization formula.  The exemption for the 
     
     equalization formula has allowed their schools to be 
     
     among the best in the State of New Mexico.  
     
              The parents of that Nataavi Nez Elementary 
     
     School strongly recommends that the ESEA reauthorization 
     
     include language for the equalization formula, or 
     
     specifically exempts Native American land such as the 
     
     Navajo Nation, from this equalization formula, as it has 
     
     for Los Alamos National Laboratory.  
     
              Blueprint for Reform.  The Obama administration 
     
     Blueprint for Reform only mentions tribes and tribal 
     
     government in a one page out of 22-page document.  If 
     
     the federal government truly believes in reforming and 
     
     including tribes as partners of educating for students, 
     
     it should include language throughout the 
     
     reauthorization ESEA that would allow tribes to be true 
     
     partners.  
     
              Such members should also allow tribes to 
     
     compete for a variety of different funding opportunities 
     
     such as Race to the Top.  The current Blueprint for 
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     Reform primarily focused on LEAs and SEAs.  True reform 
     
     should include tribes throughout the whole 
     
     reauthorization blue ESEA and Blueprint for Reform.  
     
              Thank you very much, representative from the 
     
     state of -- or for the United States.  This is the first 
     
     time I really did a public speech, and so I'm really 
     
     nervous, so please forgive me.  
     
              (Applause)   
     
              MR. BENALLY:  Steve Garraro, George Jim, Larry 
     
     Goodman; Steve Guerro, ANSBI.  Jacqueline Wade.  Is she 
     
     not on that?  Tsosie, I think is her last name, school 
     
     board Navajo.  E-mail.  So Tsosie is the last name.  
     
     Frieda Thompson.  Got a lot of doctors' signatures up 
     
     here.  All right.  Thank you.  
     
              MR. KEDELTY:  I'm going to go ahead and get 
     
     right into the our presentation so I don't take too much 
     
     time for those others that are coming after me.  I have 
     
     a statement that I will hand to you as soon as I'm done.  
     
              The school in that Lukachukai, Arizona was 
     
     founded in the 1930s by a local Catholic church.  Today 
     
     the school is known as the Lukachukai School Board of 
     
     Education, LCBE, Inc.  
     
              LCBE was established in 1998 and is a tribally 
     
     operated grant school that received grants.  LCBE's 
     
     motto is commitment to children, commitment to progress.  
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     Due to the deterioration of the school buildings, it is 
     
     extremely difficult to nurture and instruct students in 
     
     a safe and conducive learning environment.  
     
              According to the research by the National 
     
     Indian -- National Indiana Association, NIEA, the 
     
     continued deterioration of facilities of -- on Indian 
     
     land is not only a federal responsibility, it has become 
     
     a liability of the federal government.  Of the 4,495 
     
     education buildings in the BIE inventory, half are more 
     
     than 30 years old and more than 20 percent are older 
     
     than 50 years.  
     
              On average, BIE education buildings are 60 
     
     years old; while 40 years is the average age for public 
     
     schools serving the general population.  65 percent of 
     
     BIE school administrators report the physical condition 
     
     of one or more school buildings as inadequate.  Although 
     
     education construction has improved dramatically over 
     
     the last few years, the deferred maintenance backlog is 
     
     still estimated to be over 500 million and increases 
     
     annually by 56.5 million.  
     
              Of the 184 BIA Indian schools, one-third of 
     
     Indian schools are in poor condition and in need of 
     
     either replacement or substantial repair.  Old and 
     
     exceeding their life expectancy by decades, BIE schools 
     
     require consistent increases in facilities maintenance  
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     without offsetting decreases in other programs, if 
     
     48,000 Indian students are to be educated in 
     
     structurally sound schools.  
     
              Furthermore, at LCBE, Inc., WHPacific evaluated 
     
     the school's buildings on February 12, 2009.  The final 
     
     report stated "the school is actually at a point of no 
     
     return.  It will cost much more than 66 percent of the 
     
     price of a new school to provide the modifications to 
     
     make these buildings safe and secure for the students 
     
     and staff."  
     
              The stakeholders on the Lukachukai Community 
     
     Board of Education will benefit greatly from a new 
     
     school with large classrooms, technologically equipped 
     
     facilities, and safe and compliant buildings for the 
     
     safety of the children.  
     
              The Lukachukai Community Board of Education 
     
     encourages the new administration to take the new school 
     
     construction into consideration and to work elaborately 
     
     to provide our Native American children with adequate 
     
     education facilities.  The children that depend on our 
     
     school to require knowledge are our leaders of tomorrow.  
     
     It is through our children that we can build a 
     
     substantial future that encompasses a western education 
     
     and the cultural values, beliefs, and language of the 
     
     Native American people.  Thank you.  
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              (Applause)
     
              THE COURT REPORTER:  Could I get -- could I get 
     
     his name, please?  I didn't understand what he said.  
     
     Could I get your name, sir, please? 
     
              MR. KEDELTY:  My name is Stanley Kedelty from 
     
     the Lukachukai Community school.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              DR. PAULINE BEGAY:  I would like to also 
     
     address and welcome to Apache County.  I don't think 
     
     anyone welcomed you to Apache County, Mr. Rose.  And all 
     
     those who came from U.S. Department of Education.  Thank 
     
     you.  
     
              I am the Apache County superintendent of Apache 
     
     County, and I have 11 public school districts and 4 
     
     small schools in the county.  I just want to say one 
     
     particular area, I know that all -- all those people 
     
     that were here talk about all these titles that are part 
     
     of the NCLB.  They are Title 1, title 2, all the way 
     
     down to Title 9.  And the one element I want to address 
     
     is the students:  Students have to be willing to learn.  
     
     They have to be willing to learn, and ready to learn.  
     
              You know why?  If they do not use drugs, if 
     
     they do not use substance, alcohol, marijuana, cocaine, 
     
     you name it.  If they don't use it, they are willing to 
     
     learn.  In that area, there's a title there with COB.  
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     We need the drug prevention part as part of the 
     
     reauthorization.  
     
              In our county, according to a study that we 
     
     have done from the county shows that there are more 
     
     students taking alcohol, and the second one is the 
     
     marijuana.  
     
              And I see it happening here.  It's brought from 
     
     outside to the reservation.  If they get caught on I-40, 
     
     they get caught anywhere on here.  And of course, you 
     
     know, our penalties here on reservation is not very 
     
     enforceable.  But if they happen to be on I-40, they are 
     
     taken out to the state.  Now it's going to go into the 
     
     county with the new laws coming in.
     
              So, that area needs to be strengthened.  It's 
     
     not our fault.  The drugs are coming from somewhere.  
     
     They're coming from the other countries.  I see dealers, 
     
     I see the (inaudible).  I see those people that come and 
     
     sell those things.  Even my next door neighbor.  I see 
     
     dropouts because of that.  
     
              I see kids that are -- don't have this -- they 
     
     don't raise their student achievement scores.  It's 
     
     coming down, especially in the middle school area.  And 
     
     I see in our student data in the math area, that scores 
     
     come down like this.  It's okay in elementary.  We don't 
     
     get -- then comes down in middle school, then it goes up 
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     again.
     
              So we see that.  We see that all around us.  So 
     
     that's the area that I wanted to address.  I know that 
     
     no one hasn't said anything about that.
     
              The other one is parental support.  We need 
     
     parental support.  There should be a section in there 
     
     somewhere in NLCB or ESEA or race to the top or whatever 
     
     you call it, the new organization, about parental 
     
     support.  
     
              And I know that we need to re-educate our 
     
     parents.  I know I'm a parent, I'm a grandmother, 15 
     
     grandchildren.  I still need to be re-educated all over 
     
     again, because of what's happening at this modern day.  
     
              So, this much I want to say.  If you want to 
     
     contact me at the Apache schools, my office is in 
     
     St. John's, and my number is 928-337-7539.  Thank you 
     
     for letting me speak.  
     
              (Applause)     
     
              That concludes our list.  So our visitors from 
     
     the East Coast, we'll give this mic back to them.  Then 
     
     Loren is going to do a little ritual here.  Then after 
     
     that, Dr. White is going to do the closing.  
     
              MR. JENNINGS:  First of all, I want to say 
     
     thank you.  We have done six consultations now.  I can't 
     
     think of a single one where people brought such detailed 
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     position statements in such number.  It was incredibly 
     
     obvious -- it was incredibly obvious to me that everyone 
     
     took an enormous amount of time to think through what 
     
     they wanted to say, and we are incredibly grateful for 
     
     your time, your energy, your thoughts, especially those 
     
     of you who have been here since 9 o'clock this morning 
     
     for your attention and your energy.  
     
              One of the things that I did wanted to clarify, 
     
     because it is very important, we talked about this 
     
     frequency in the Department of Education.  This is not 
     
     the first time Navajo country has seen people come from 
     
     Washington, listen, and never come back.  We are 
     
     determined not to be those people in this 
     
     administration, from the president on down.  
     
              So, when the gentleman from Rough Rock was 
     
     looking at the plan that you had and some of the 
     
     packets, we wanted to clarify that that plan was 
     
     developed in response to the idea that we need to begin 
     
     consultations.  We see that plan as the end of the 
     
     beginning of the plan.  We did not also want to repeat 
     
     some of the past where Washington decided on its own 
     
     what the end should be; that these consultations were 
     
     critical for us in figuring out what the agenda should 
     
     be.  
     
              I believe it was Chairman Takala (phonetic) of 
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     South Dakota who said, "We don't want you working for 
     
     us, we want you working with us."  Reality is we're 
     
     going to do both.  We're going to work with you, and 
     
     then we're going to work for you.  In order to figure 
     
     out what you want us to do, we have to work with you 
     
     first through this consultation progress.  
     
              There is a task force which consists of senior 
     
     officers of every office of the Department of Education  
     
     that has already begun meeting, both through the 
     
     consultations we've done in person as well as the 
     
     hundreds of on-line comments we have gotten to start 
     
     figuring out what are the priorities and what are the 
     
     plans.  
     
              The next phase will be bringing those ideas 
     
     back.  So please understand that what you have seen in 
     
     the consultation plan is phase one of what will be an 
     
     ongoing commitment throughout the Obama administration, 
     
     throughout Secretary Dunkins leadership at the 
     
     Department of Education.  
     
              We will be back, we will make commitments, we 
     
     will make plans, we will make changes.  That, I believe, 
     
     is the central message I want to walk away with in 
     
     addition to saying thank you today.  You've given us an 
     
     incredible amount of food for thought, and we look very 
     
     much toward -- towards working with you to set a clear 
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     set of priorities, a clear set of actions and a clear 
     
     set of steps that will make education better for 
     
     children in Indian country.  
     
              (Applause) 
     
              MR. ROSE:  Thank you, Kevin.   A couple of 
     
     thank yous before I share with you a couple of closing 
     
     observations.  Again, I want to thank Mr. Bitsilly for 
     
     the opening prayer.  I also, even though they are not 
     
     here, want to recognize again the students from the 
     
     Little Borrego Pass school who shared with us the pledge 
     
     of Allegiance and also the Star Spangled Banner.  I 
     
     thought they were terrific.  That's really the children.  
     
     And also the Tohatchi Veteran's Association for coming 
     
     with us today and providing the color guard.  
     
              As we move through these consultations, it -- 
     
     they are a journey.  And I know that a couple of 
     
     individuals today, including Chairman Zah, mentioned 
     
     that we are here because of the president's directive.  
     
     I mean, that is true, we're here because of the 
     
     president's directive.  But we're also here on our own 
     
     personal journeys, and for whatever reason, they brought 
     
     us together today.  And time will tell what that reason 
     
     is.  But that reason has to be rooted in action.  
     
              I was struck this afternoon by several things 
     
     that folks shared with us, but I won't go through all of 
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     it in the interest of time.  But I do want to just share 
     
     with you something that occurred to me when we were 
     
     listening to the gentleman whose no longer here, and he 
     
     said "don't overeducate yourself."  
     
              And I thought that was an odd admonition for a 
     
     tribal consultation about education, with the Department 
     
     of Education.  And I was trying to figure out what he 
     
     meant by that.  And I'm not sure this is what he meant, 
     
     but this is what it meant to me.  
     
              Knowledge is transmitted through education.  
     
     But I believe that wisdom is transmitted through 
     
     experience.  And I've had the pleasure of meeting, you 
     
     know, a few people in my life, which I would consider 
     
     wise people.  And there's three things about those 
     
     individuals that have stayed with me through my life.  
     
              One is that the wise have the ears to listen; 
     
     second is that the wise have the eyes to see; and third 
     
     is that the wise have the heart to act.  And if, we as 
     
     adults, have truly heard what our children are telling 
     
     us, have truly seen what our children are doing, then we 
     
     will have the heart to act.  
     
              And I believe, in my heart, that for whatever 
     
     reason, this president, this secretary, these 
     
     consultations, these 560 sovereign nations which were 
     
     here long before, as one gentleman said, the Europeans 
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     came, need to act together.  
     
              And that's going to create a whole set of 
     
     opportunities for our children to realize their dreams, 
     
     like perhaps we've realized ours.  But it's going to 
     
     take wisdom, not just education, but wisdom.  And we 
     
     have to be careful not to overeducate ourselves on this 
     
     journey, but act not just from what we know, but what we 
     
     see and what we hear.  
     
              So, thank you very much for spending this day 
     
     with us, and what you've shared with us we'll carry in 
     
     our hearts, and hopefully we'll see that realized in 
     
     action over the years to come.  So thank you.  
     
              (Applause)  
     
              MR. BENALLY:  We have a few items to share with 
     
     our visitor here.  I'm going to ask Lorena to come into 
     
     this square box on the other side of the arena.  Rose, 
     
     D.E. come in here, Loretta come in here.  Treva, I see 
     
     you over here, come into here into the box.  
     
              And we want to present these bags to Charlie 
     
     Rose.  One bag to Charlie Rose.  (Applause).  Kevin 
     
     Jennings.  Michael Yudin.  Maggie George.  Jenelle 
     
     Leonard.  Benard Garcia.  Bernard is on that side.  
     
     Zolie Stevenson.  Anga Smith.  Anga is coming in.  She 
     
     came in here yesterday.  I think she parachute off.  
     
     Matthew LaCraw.  Adrian Walls.  Ashley Wiegner.  
     


176
     
     
              Now, if the people they want to know what's in 
     
     it, we had a back scratcher.  You know when you're on 
     
     the plane for a long time in Washington, D.C.  Right 
     
     now, it's quarter to 6, so over here we're two hours 
     
     behind.  We have a water, workout, we have a Starbucks 
     
     coffee where you can show that off. Starbucks might not 
     
     like that because that's our design on there.  It has 
     
     Navajo Nation seal.  It has that many -- those were 
     
     arrowheads, so watch out.  And a water bottle.  And some 
     
     pens and some reading information.  Calculator.  We 
     
     share with you a lot of numbers, a lot of fun, so we 
     
     thought we give you a calculator so that...  
     
              And Lorena said to make sure you have a cup of 
     
     coffee with that and show it off in your building, she 
     
     said.  So with that, let's give our visitors a round of 
     
     applause, show them our appreciation that they came all 
     
     the way out here to Navajo country.  And I'm going to 
     
     give it back to the moderator, and he's going to close 
     
     the show.
     
              MR. WHITE.  Thank you, Tim.  And all those that 
     
     presented this afternoon, and thank you for -- to the 
     
     Department of Education staff that helped set up and 
     
     organize our thinking and our planning and implementing 
     
     that to bring this to reality here in the Department of 
     
     education.  
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              I believe this is the first consultation that 
     
     we've had with the U.S. Department of Ed. here at this 
     
     particular building, so.  
     
              Thank you to all the DODE staff.  Also to all 
     
     the schools and individuals that were able to attend and 
     
     present, I know that you were not all able to get the 
     
     mic and speak what you wanted to speak, but there is 
     
     still opportunity for you.  If you look on the agenda, 
     
     they have the website where you can submit your comment, 
     
     your written comments, to the U.S. Department of 
     
     Education.  So you can go that route as well.  
     
              And we try to give as much time to the people 
     
     that we had to make their presentations and we thank all 
     
     of those that have done that.  So with that, we 
     
     appreciate each and every one of you coming here to this 
     
     gathering and to this consultation and to the U.S. 
     
     Department of Education, members, we look forward to 
     
     working with you, and we also look forward to seeing you 
     
     work for us, as was stated by Charlie Rose.  
     
              So with that, thank you for all the good food 
     
     and the good energy in this building, and we'll conclude 
     
     our consultation, have a good trip home and be safe and 
     
     be happy.  You are dismissed.  Thank you!
     
              (End of Consultation meeting.)
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