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Operator:  Good day and welcome to the ESEA conference call with Secretary Arne Duncan.  Today's conference is being recorded.  
At this time for opening remarks and introduction, I'd like to turn the conference over to Ms. Jodi Gillette; please go ahead, ma'am.

Jodi Gillette:  Thank you so much, Kayla and thank you, Tribal Leaders, for joining us on this Department of Education call.  The purpose of the call is to discuss the Elementary and Secondary Education Act reauthorization and to hear your feedback on the Department of Education's plan of action on tribal consultation.  
I am Jodi Gillette with the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House and I'm happy to welcome you here all this afternoon.  We host these types of calls on a regular basis in the spirit of tribal consultation and information sharing with the goal of giving you an opportunity to speak directly to our policy makers and senior Obama administration officials.

These calls are not intended for press purposes.  President Obama is committed to strengthening the nation to nation relationship; as well as the Native America – American community generally.  As you all know the president signed the presidential memorandum on tribal consultation last November to ensure regular and meaningful consultation, collaboration, and communication between your nations and the federal government.

This call is one of many ongoing discussions on the ESEA reauthorization and it will not be the last.  Secretary Duncan and his staff are committed to a continuing dialogue with you on this topic.  
Currently we have Charlie Rose, the General Counsel for the Department of Education, who will start us off with a few remarks.

Charlie Rose:  OK, thank you very much, Jodi.  Again, my name is Charlie Rose and I service the General Counsel at the U.S. Department of Education.  And I just want to share with you a few observations as we have this conference call this afternoon and also while we wait for the secretary to join us.  

First, on February 3, 2010, the secretary transmitted to the Office of Management and Budget, and to the White House, the Department of Education's plan of actions for implementing Executive Order 1375, the consultation and coordination with Indian tribal governments.  I want to underscore what Jodi mentioned and also what Secretary Duncan will mention and that is that we're very interested in your comments on this call regarding the plan of actions that we have submitted.

In drafting the plan of actions, we spent considerable time here at the department consulting among ourselves but also with our colleagues at the White House and in the Department of the Interior on the principles that should guide our plan of actions.  And in section 2 of the plan of actions, we have four principles that been identified and we urge you to review those principles and give us your comments on those as well.  In addition on section 3, we have a narrative that identifies what we have done up to this point in our consultations and meetings with Indian country.

And then, finally, in part 4 of the plan, we have some specific actions that we are suggesting.  First and foremost we want to identify the goals of this plan of actions and then we want to as you can see in part B, development of the consultation policy here at the Department of Education; we have asked in the development of our consultation policy at the Department of Education the assistance of the White House ((inaudible)) and also our colleagues at the Department of Interior, specifically Assistant Secretary EchoHawk and his team.  But as we move through this we want to hear your thoughts and advice to us as well.

In section C, you'll see that we plan on scheduling consultation meetings and you will be receiving information shortly.  We have some planned consultation meetings for April and May.  In section D, we identify action items regarding intra-agency coordination.  There's no doubt that here at the Department of Education, we also need to do a better job of coordinating the various offices that do have contact with and influence over our education policies that affect Indian country.  
And on section E, you'll see interagency collaboration.  I want to underscore this point for a moment.  We are very committed and we're very thankful that our partners at the White House and also at the Department of the Interior have reached out to the Department of Education and are willing to work with us.

We believe that through this interagency collaboration – and we hope to extend that collaboration to our other agencies such as Health And Human Services, Department of Energy and the like – to achieve a greater power in serving the needs of Indian country than we can as agencies acting individually.  So this interagency collaboration is an important part of the overall plan of actions that we have here at the Department of Ed and I think also across the federal government.

And then finally in our plan of actions, we have a strategy of communication and outreach and even though this doesn't reference specifically the consultations because they're referenced in the other section that I mentioned, I think the consultations are certainly the foundation for the communication and outreach strategy.  
However, we are contemplating here using other strategies such as more effective use of our Web site, better use of the technology that's available to us, providing a directory to you of the officials here at the Department of Education; so that you can contact us more readily and more accessible.  And then finally, providing some background on those of us that are here so you know when you contact the Department of Ed who you're dealing with.

So that's part 1, the plan of actions.  The second part of this call as Jodi mentioned is to discuss with you the reauthorization of ESEA.  And let me just highlight a few points here of information.  On March 17, a week from today, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pension Committee has scheduled a hearing on ESEA reauthorization.  There was one, I believe, yesterday but there's another hearing scheduled for Wednesday.  
And then also there's a hearing scheduled on Wednesday as well, at the House Education and Labor Committee; George Miller's committee in the House and the Senate Committee is chaired by Senator Harkin.  Secretary Duncan will be at both hearings, I believe, to testify on the subject of ESEA reauthorization and we expect that at those hearings that we will be discussing in more detail the administration's vision and plan for the reauthorization of ESEA.

So I can tell you that, generally, we have several overarching principles for our approach to ESEA reauthorization.  First, we want to raise the bar for all students and we want to close the gap.  This has been a charge that we take very seriously and a mission that we want to achieve.  But we're not going to achieve that mission without the help of all of you at the local level.  Second, we want to be tight on goals, loose on means.  What that means is that NCLB from our perspective allowed the states to essentially set their own standards, their own goals and the like.  
While we're not looking at the federal level to set standards for states, we view that as a state right and in fact today, the National Governors Association along with the council of chief state school officers announced the common core standards for English language, arts and mathematics and we urge you to go to their Web site or go to the press briefing that those two entities have and to see what they publish today but we are wanting to work with the NGA and the chief – the council of chief state school officers and the common course standards initiative.  
But what we want to do in ESEA reauthorization is to have clear goals, clear objectives of where we want the system of American education to go.  For example, the president a couple of weeks ago or actually more than a few weeks ago, last summer, I believe, announced that by the year 2020, he wants to see 60% of all the nation's youth with a college degree, whether that's a 4-year degree or a 2-year degree.  
This overarching goal for our system of public education in this country is really the overarching goal that we will be using ESEA to achieve along with the other initiatives the president has laid out for us in his education agenda.  
So when we say tight on goals, that's what we mean.  We don't want a system where we have 50 different goal posts so to speak but we have a unifying vision.  What we mean as loose on means is that NCLB was a one size fits all sort of a blunt instrument approach; either you are failing school or meeting AYP.  
And the prescriptions that were set forth in the NCLB in order to address the school that were failing to meet AYP were very, very tight.  We believe that the best ideas come from the local and state levels and when it comes to reforming our system of education and achieving the goal that I just mentioned, we want to give local school districts and states the tools they need to succeed, to use the creativity that they have in order to improve education.  
Let me just review with you briefly three other overarching principles and then I'll turn it over to Secretary Duncan for his comments.  The third is we want to use ESEA reauthorization to foster innovation and reward success.  Those schools that are doing the right thing that students are achieving at the levels that allow them to be competitive in this global economy, we want to reward those, we want to put those up in this country as hallmarks of success that need to be replicated throughout.  
Fourth, we want to support students graduating ready for college and a career.  And then finally, we want to build on the four assurances that were in the Recovery Act.  And just briefly, those four assurances were standards and assessments, college and career ready standards internationally bank mar – benchmarked with better assessments.  
Second, we want to see a better and more effective use of data by states and local school districts to improve the overall system of American public education.  Three we want to use ESEA as set forth in the Recovery Act through the four assurances to improve the quality of educators, teachers, principals, superintendents and the like.  
And then fourth, we want to put a spotlight on the lowest performing schools in this country and work on turning those schools around; standards and assessments; great teachers and leaders; use of data and turning around the lowest performing schools.  So those are the overarching principles in our approach to ESEA.  
So as I turn it over to Secretary Duncan, we look forward to receiving your comments this afternoon on our proposed plan of action and also hearing what's on your mind when it comes to ESEA reauthorization.  So Secretary Duncan?

Arnold Duncan:  Thanks to all of you for joining us today and we're looking forward to hearing your ideas on how we can improve the ESEA through reauthorization, especially as it relates to American Indian and Alaskan Native students.  We also would like to see feedback from you on the proposed al plan of actions the department prepared to respond to the present November 5 memorandum on tribal consultations.  
And that proposed plan is currently posted on our Web site.  I'd also like everyone to know that this is just the beginning, simply the beginning of our conversations.  Senior department officials will be traveling to South Dakota, New Mexico, Alaska, and Oklahoma in the upcoming months to hold formal tribal consultations on ESEA reauthorization and the development of the department's official consultation policy.  
And if you have any comments or questions that we don't get to hear today, please e-mail them to us at tribalconsultation@ed.gov, again, tribalconsultation@ed.gov.  As we look at reauthorization of ESEA, we're committed to honoring the trust relationship between the federal government and tribal nations.  Throughout ESEA, we're maintaining a focus on improving the achievement of all students especially the most disadvantaged.  
We know that too many students, including a disproportionate number of Native students, are not being served well by the education system.  And we need ways to close the achievement gap between Native students and other students.  Where American-Indian reservations face specific challenges because of poverty or their rural character, we need to provide support and think creatively about what we can do to help.  
We also need to improve assessments so that they fairly and accurately measure student progress and growth and we need to ensure teachers have this data to drive better instruction.  Most importantly, we need ways to ensure that all of our students are being taught by effective teachers and leaders.  And this mean supporting the teachers and leaders we have and bringing that next generation of young people of great talents into our classrooms.  

We know that schools on reservations face particular challenges in this regard and we'd love to hear your thoughts on how we can help.  Although we're looking to move towards consolidated competitive programs in many areas, one place we're not doing that is in the programs that are designed to serve specific groups of students that are most at risk, including Native students.  And we're maintaining dedicated funding for the programs to serve American Indian, Native Hawaiian and Alaskan Native students.  
And we'd like to improve tribes' access to other formula and competitive programs.  We're also exploring the possibility of elevating the role of tribal education departments in reauthorization.  I'll stop there, and again, thanks so much for taking the time to talk with us and we look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas.  
Jodi Gillette:  Thank you, Secretary Duncan.  We also have joining us for the question and answer portion of the call, Kimberly Teehee, Senior Adviser on Native American Affairs for the White House Domestic Policy Council; Wizipan Garriott, Senior Policy Adviser to the assistant Secretary, Larry EchoHawk at Indian Affairs at the Department of Interior and Tracie Stevens, Senior adviser for Assistant Secretary EchoHawk as well.

But right now, we're going to go into a question and answer session, and we're so grateful that many of you have joined us here.  And we would like to respectfully ask that you hold your comments until the tribal officials have had the opportunity to speak.  And we'd also ask that you state your name and organization clearly and that you keep your questions to one question, so that many people can have the opportunity to ask.  
Operator, Kayla, please bring up the first caller.

Operator:  In the feedback portion of the call will be conducted electronically.  If you do have a question or comment at this time, you may signal to join the queue by pressing the star key followed by the digit 1.  If you're using a speaker phone, please make sure that you're mute function is turned off to allow your signal to reach our equipment.  Once again, please press star 1 to join the queue for any feedback or comments at this time.  
We'll go first to Suzi Wright.

Helen Fenrich:  Actually, this is Helen Fenrich and I am Governmental Affairs Liaison for the Tulalip Tribe and I'm also a tribal member of Tulalip and a grandparent raising children.  So my concerns are real huge when it comes to education.

Our first request is to ask for a seat at the table from the beginning on the reauthorization and we want that, well, even more than one seat.  We want those to have meaningful relationships while building this consultation process.  And I think I already said this before, there's a lot of consultation processes out there already that work, maybe we don't have to build it again.  Thank you.

Charlie Rose:  Thank you.  And – this is Charlie Rose with the Department of Ed to, to respond and certainly our intent to include all stakeholders in the process of the ESEA reauthorization.  We have, in fact, in meetings, other conferences and events and through informal consultations of – had discussions with Tribal Leaders on their concerns with NCLB and their objectives for changing NCLB in the ESEA reauthorization.

We are, as I mentioned earlier, wanting to see ESEA reauthorized this year.  So our approach is to be as inclusive as possible.  The Secretary has, I think, since day one particularly demonstrated through the learning and listening tour that he engaged in last year going to upwards of 35 states and sending a senior leadership around the country to also engage in listening or learning has demonstrated commitment to do that.  But that commitment remains and as we move forward in this legislative session, we want to see that commitment strengthen.

Jodi Gillette:  Our next caller, Kayla.

Operator:  OK, next to Matt Franklin.  Please go ahead, sir.

Matthew Franklin:  Hi.  It's an honor to be on the call and thank you all for hosting.  I'm very pleased to see that not only the Department of Interior but the Department of Education has come together to listen to our questions.

My concern is that there hasn't been an outpouring of Tribal Leadership engaged in education – and I really like to see – your mechanism, I see in your action items to develop – to engage Tribal Leadership.  Not only on committees, but to host consultations meetings and I'm willing to host one in California where there's probably about 111 tribes, highly recognized tribes and we are very different in California because we're not really bureau funded schools where we operate Title VII programs.  And I would really like to see the department commit to outreaching to hear some of the concerns out in the West.  
And if there's anything I could do to help that out, it would be most definitely – last week at the Indian Affairs committee, I did volunteer to testify if anything to help the reauthorization pass.  And if you need any leadership in California, I will rally some of the troops and get them the support of passing this and having our leadership fully support your efforts to commit to Indian country and their children.  Thank you.

Jodi Gillette:  OK.  Thank you, Matt.  And I'll be sure to connect the Department of Education with your contact information to ensure that we follow-up on your suggestion.  Next caller?

Operator:  We’ll go next to Jefferson Keel.

Jefferson Keel:  Good afternoon.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.  And I want to thank everyone for being here.  As president of the National Congress for American Indians, I appreciate all the work that the White House is doing.  I want to thank Kim and Jodi for being on here particularly, and the work that they do.  Well, it was just good to hear from you and Tracie.  
I know that a couple of weeks ago Assistant Secretary EchoHawk testified about the need you know the great need in Indian country for our schools.  And one of the things that he focused on was you know the grants and programs and services that are offered by the Department of Education, sometimes those are not available to the tribes you know.  And I want to make sure that those grants and programs are available to tribes, so that they can assist in getting the education needs to our students.

You know that has a great deal to do with teacher retention, being able to get teachers and other professionals to come and work in Indian country.  And I'd like to see an increased focus on that.  So if you have any comment on that.  Thank you.

Charlie Rose:  Sure.  This is Charlie Rose.  Thank you for your comment.  One of the things that we've learned in our conversations with Tribal Leaders like yourself is that there needs to be a more concerted effort in this country to grow your own type programs, to better teacher preparation programs, to ensure to the maximum extent possible that American Indian children are also having the opportunity to be taught by American Indian adults.  
And certainly we want to use the ESEA reauthorization process, as well as to the extent possible Recovery Act grant programs in order to further that objective.  But your point is well taken, and it's something that we want to pursue through these vehicles that I identified.  Thank you.

Jodi Gillette:  Kayla, do you want to bring up the next caller?

Operator:  Next caller is Amy Bowers.

Amy Bowers:  (Aiy-yu-kwee), this is Amy Bowers.  I'm a member of the Yurok Tribe, and I also work at the Native American Rights Fund as a staff attorney.  In that capacity, I represent the Tribal Education Department's National Assembly.  I thank all of you for participating in this call and allowing us the opportunity to voice our concerns in regards to the ESEA.  Specifically, I wanted to raise one comment with respect to Title I of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Currently, this is the largest program that serves Native children, 92% of Native kids attend public schools.  
So although the Title VII programs are incredibly important, if we are serious about following up on President Keel's recommendation, that tribes have increased access to grants and programs, we need to provide a role for tribes in Title I.  
TEDNA, and as Charlie Rose and others are aware of, has recommended that tribes receive state education agency status within tribal geographic territories.  This would resolve a number of the problems and concerns that we have heard throughout Indian country.  Specifically, it will allow them to develop some of their own standards and assessments, increase the data it, with – the data on Indian children, as well as control some of those programs that are serving Indian children.  So thank you.

Arnold Duncan:  Amy, I'm sorry.  This is Arne.  Can you – this is a really interesting point but can you make – can you just sort of, summarize for me the switch you want us to make again.  One more time, please.

Amy Bowers:  In Title I, we want tribes to be eligible to perform state education agency services within tribal geographic territories.
Arnold Duncan:  Got it.  Got it.  
Charlie Rose:  Yes.  This is – this is Charlie.  And the issue you know the issue is – the issue that we've discussed with TEDNA and others, and is being raised here, really goes to the structure of the system, and the how to use the role of Tribal Education Departments more effectively to advance reform and improve this system than we currently do.  
And the Tribal Education Departments, as all of you know are a function of the tribes and they have an important role to play in the delivery of education to American Native students.  And the interaction with Tribal Education Departments with local school districts, with state Education Departments, with the federal government, is an issue that in order for the overall system to use effectively, needs to be addressed.

And we appreciate the advice and the input, and look forward to continued collaboration on this point, not only with the Tribal Leaders but also with the Department of the Interior, because the Bureau of Indian Education in the 185 or so schools that it operates is an integral part of making this overall system work.  Wizi, I don't know if you want to make a comment here.

Charlie Rose:  No?  OK, next caller?  Kim?  Kim Teehee.

Kimberly Teehee:  Amy, I – thank you so much for your comments.  And we did receive this afternoon – the TEDNA recommendations for how (TEDNA) will be strengthened in ESEA.  And we look forward to reviewing those and work with our agency partners to do so.

Wizipan Garriott:  Hi this is Wizi, sorry, I couldn't get to the mute button in time.  But I just wanted to reiterate Charlie's point about our support in this area.  And we've reviewed those recommendations as well and look forward to working with Department of Education and Kim and her colleagues on this.

Jodi Gillette:  Thank you, Wizi.  Next caller?

Operator:  Well the next is to Ryland Bowechop.  
Ryland Bowechop:  (Obosko-kayak), the Makah Tribal Council would like to know, is there thought out there and that we look at the AYP, Adequate Yearly Progress formula, and the impacts on small public school districts that struggle with cell size and the tipping point that is critical from year to year?  
The Makah Tribal Council would like to look at AYP more from a measurement of growth from year to year by school district as opposed to a determination of an effective school and district.  Districts and schools should receive support and recognition on a yearly basis for improvement made at each grade level rather than an average across grade levels which can severely impact schools with low numbers in each cell.

Arnold Duncan:  I think we're very much going in a direction that you'd like us to go.  That – we're going to have a much less focus on absolute test scores which tell you some things but mask lots of other things and have a much greater focus on growth and gain, and how much a student's improving each year.  We also want to focus more on graduation rates because we have to make sure – many more of our students around the country are graduating.  So more growth; more gain, less on absolute, and on – NCLB, it seemed to me that there are like 50 ways to fail and very few ways to succeed, and almost no recognition for success.  
And so where you see schools – where schools or school districts, where, year after year, students are making real progress, we want to find ways to reward that, to encourage it, to learn from it, and that if you have in a school you know two children in one sub group, who don't make adequate progress, that doesn't mean the whole school is a failure, it means you need to work harder with those couple of students.  
So we want to have many more carrots and less sticks.  Much more focus on growth and gain, in trying to recognize places where students are improving every single year.

Jodi Gillette:  Thank you.  Next caller?

Operator:  We’ll go next to Rita Locklear.

Rita Locklear:  Yes.  This is Rita Locklear.  And I want to thank the Tribal Leaders that have previously voiced their concerns and opinions.  Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for this opportunity and it is truly an honor to speak.  I am a director of a Title VII program.  I'm also a 32 year veteran with the Education Program, a former teacher, counselor, and safe schools coordinator.  So I've been with education for a long time.  And we have a very large Title VII program in our school district in North Carolina.

My concerns about the upcoming legislation are many.  We are a public school district, and we serve over 11,000 American Indian students here at Robinson County.  I would like to know if you plan to specifically reach out to the Title VII coordinators in this country and to hear from those of us who work directly with our schools, principals, and students, and are there any sessions that you – again specifically, plan to do with the state recognized tribes and especially those in the southeastern part of the United States.

Charlie Rose:  This is Charlie Rose.  Thank you for your question and the answer to your question is yes.  We do want to intend to reach out to the Title VII coordinators.  I think that's an excellent point and it's one that we're appreciative that you've allowed us to make here this afternoon, but we do intend to reach out to the Title VII coordinators …
Operator:  And we'll go next to Ryan Wilson.

Ryan Wilson:  Hi guys, I just want to thank everybody again, especially you, Secretary Duncan, and Kim, and Wizi, and Charlie, and everybody that's on the call.  I'll be real quick.  My question is, on the efforts to improve these lowest performing schools and to really get the money out on the ground where it's needed, what can the department do to actually guarantee that these tribal communities are going to get these resources and where I'm kind of going with this is you know is to suggest that you guys put more thought and some tribal set asides.  
And we've looked at all these initiatives that are being rolled out and it's basically on competitiveness and there isn't really a guarantee that that money is going to get to the tribal communities that really need it the most and we've seen this, of course, with (Race to the Top) but it's not just that, it's with these effective teaching initiatives that you guys are going to do and you know basically every other initiatives so what can we do to really guarantee that that money is going to reach Indian country.  Thank you.
Charlie Rose:  Thank you, Ryan.  Thanks for being on the call.  We at the – as you mentioned that at the Department of Education, we have several grant competitions that are on-going, and we hope that we can continue those grant competitions as we indicated earlier and in future years.  
The issue that you raised is one that we are looking at in terms of how we structure grant competitions, and the official – the further issue that you raised you know how we structure grant competitions when we – in order to ensure that grant competitions is a level playing field and offers everyone a fair ability to compete in the grant competition.  
Again is one that we take very seriously and that we pursue in order to protect the integrity of the grant competitions.  So what – some of the things that we've been looking at are competitive preferences, for example, for programs that are devoted to America-Indian students and the like.  
So the other thing that we can also provide is technical assistance and the Department of Education does that, it's ongoing now but I think implicit in your question, Ryan, is that we need to do more of that in Indian country.  So I think that's another vehicle that we can look at in pursuing these.  There are others that are out there and we can follow up with you after this to talk more about those but those are two things that come to mind.  Next call?
Operator:  We'll go next to Leonard Forsman.

Leonard Forsman:  Hello, thank you all for being on the call and from the Suquamish Tribe up here in Puget Sound in Washington State.  And I was calling regarding the assessment standardization and a lot of the talk has been about common core standards, improving state standards and all we understand that that some of the goals there that the administration has, and I think some of those are important and valuable.  
However I've repeatedly mentioned this before that Native culture and education, and Native languages, and all the things that are important for our students, the tribal history is an important part of the curriculum you know we – still have some concerns regarding as we standardize in a se – these assessments and the standardized curriculum, that we remember the importance of a holistic and unbiased look at our history.  
And also involving tribal culture and language in the curriculum because we know that's an important factor in improving and in the closing of the achievement gap.  And I just wanted to make sure I made that point.  And I thank everybody for their work and I'm looking forward to working with you in the future.

Charlie Rose:  This is Charlie again.  Leonard, thank you very much for participating on the call.  It's nice to hear your voice again.  We – in pursuing of the standards and assessments issue, which is you know and as I mentioned earlier is one of the four assurances, are conscious of the unique role that standards and assessments play in American-Indian education for the reasons that you so eloquently articulated.

And we believe, as we've said earlier, that the ultimate adoption of standards and the ultimate promulgation of assessments that are aligned to those standards is a state and local function.  It's not a national function, although, we certainly, at the national level, want to use our resources and our other vehicles that are available to us, such as the ESEA reauthorization to promote better standards and more effective assessments.  
But that, by no means, precludes the promulgation of standards and assessments that reflect the unique needs and desires of Indian country.  And so the point that you're making is one that we take to heart and it's one that we want to be supportive of.

Jodi Gillette:  Wizi or Tracie, do you have anything that you want to add?

Wizipan Garriott:  Hi, this is Wizi Garriott and thank you for that question.  I just wanted to say one thing and that – to emphasize that in our ongoing discussions here at Interior, both with Indian country and with the Department of Education, that one of the big topics of discussion is looking at ways in which we can help support tribes in developing their own tribal-specific standards and assessments that can both meet the language and cultural needs of the tribe, while at the same time, being academically rigorous in other areas.  
And again, I just wanted to emphasize that that's a big topic of discussion that we're having.  And you know I appreciate you emphasizing that.  I would also ask that as you continue to think about this and perhaps you can provide us with some very specific ideas in which way – specific ideas of ways in which we can do that.  Thank you.

Jodi Gillette:  Thanks, Wizi.  Next question?  
Operator:  We'll go next to Maryjane Oatman-Wakwak.

Maryjane Oatman-Wakwak:  ((Inaudible)) and thank you all of the Tribal Leaders for being on here as well as all of – everybody else that put the effort forward to initiate these calls.  As stated, my name is Maryjane Oatman-Wakwak.  I'm a member of the Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho and I serve as the Indian Education Coordinator for the State Department of Education and president elect of the National Indian Education Association.

My concern is over state longitudinal data systems and tribal education authorities' access to student level data.  In Indian country, we do have a high rate of mobility among Native students.  They transition in between public and bureau school systems, as well as neighboring reservation communities in other states.  What measures are being taken to ensure that state accountability and data systems and bureau school data systems are conversing with tribal education authorities?  That's it.

Charlie Rose:  This is Charlie again.  Thanks for raising this issue.  It's an issue that is raised when we engage in these conversations particularly about ESEA reauthorization, and also as you probably know, data, as we mentioned earlier, being one of the four assurances, and also the grant programs that we have funded through Recovery Act focused on state longitudinal data systems and technology and the like reflect the point that you raise.

So we do have the, I think, various vehicles out there to work with states and local school districts and tribes on this issue, and we do want to do so.  We also want to do so in a manner that's respectful of the – and protective of the privacy rights that this country affords to children and their families.

So in terms of moving forward here, we tend to make this issue of data collection and data use across these various entities a point that we want to have some hard discussions about, get your input on to see how we can, going forward, make the state longitudinal data systems that states are developing effective so that they give us the information that we need to improve our system of public education, yet do so in a way that protects the strong interest that this country has as reflected in FERPA and other statutes in protecting the privacy of children and families.  
Jodi Gillette:  Thank you, Charlie, our next caller.

Operator:  And we're going next to Michael Rabideaux.

Michael Rabideaux:  Thank you for the opportunity to join this important conversation.  I am a building principal and superintendent of the Fond du Lac Ojibwe School located on the Fond du Lac Reservation in Minnesota.

I like what I'm hearing about some of the comments about the tribes being afforded the opportunity to participate in this very important conversation.  Two things, I'm not speaking for any other reservation but for the Fond du Lac Reservation.  There are 11 reservations here in the state of Minnesota.  Fond du Lac is one member of the seven Ojibwe Reservations that constitute the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.

I would like to support the comment that was made that tribal governments become the ESEAs for all matters pertaining to the NCLB education programming within the boundaries of our own lands.  This would be for public, BIE operated and tribal contractor grant schools as well.  We would like language in the NCLB authorization for direct funds to tribal governments of at least 5% of all the generated Title I programming moneys.

The second area briefly that I would like to introduce is that all tribal schools have the opportunity to develop and follow their school improvement plans, via an accreditation process because yes, all of our schools are fully accredited.  And that they be in conjunction be required in tribally controlled schools act and allow all of us to used NCOB Title I funding the way we determine it be used in our program to improve.

The second point on that has much to do with OIP and especially the Bureau of Indian Affairs' neglect to follow through with their own 51st state responsibilities especially in Title II in the preparing training and recruiting highly qualified teachers and principals specifically in part D, the enhancing education through technology.

The bureau was awarded funding that it would provide grant moneys to schools throughout the nation.  We have not been informed of any schools being funded.  We'd like to know what the bureau is doing with the $50-plus million that it was awarded to pass on to schools that wrote grants for it.  They should have been awarded in October, they haven't been.

The other point just briefly in the Title VI flexibility and accountability area of the (ECS EAX) in the adequate yearly progress.  The Ojibwe School, like about 1500 other school districts in the nation are now in corrective action too since school improvement won.  We have not received any additional funding from the bureau that has been identified in our corrective action plan.

Yes, we are one of those schools that are apparently in the words of (Al Franken) struggling to make AYP and that struggle could be greatly enhanced if the bureau would follow its own CFR requirements and fund us.  Again, I thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and Fond du Lac will look forward to more comment as we move forward.

Wizipan Garriott:  Hi, this is Wizi Garriott.  I want, I want to make give everyone else an opportunity to answer questions but, Mr. Rabideaux – let's have a further conversation about that.  I want you want you to give me a call perhaps later this afternoon, and I can be reached at 202-208-7352.

Jodi Gillette:  Thank you, Wizi.  And thank you, Mr. Rabideaux.  We're going to move to the next caller.

Operator:  The next question comes from Helen Fenrich.

Helen Fenrich:  Good morning all.  It's not really a question.  I want to inform Mr. Rose that we'll be submitting written testimony because it would take us all day to get all the testimony that we put together on this call.  And I just wanted to – you said something about data and they're lots and lots of data in Tulalip, Washington, on how our children are doing in school and it's not very good.  We have two schools that are failing.

I have five grandchildren and I'm raising some 5th grade to kindergarten and three of those children are in IEP.  And we worked really hard with them but then they still have them in the IEP.  So that's my statement and I am – you will be expected to be getting our testimony shortly.  Thank you.

Charlie Rose:  OK.  This is Charlie.  Thank you very much.  We appreciated the fact that you'd take the time to put your statements in writing and submit them to us.  And make – and I'm not sure where you're going to send the information but if you want to send it, your statement directly to me, please feel free to do so.  My e-mail is Charlie, C-H-A-R-L-I-E,.rose@ed.gov.  
Also, as I already mentioned and let me take a moment to just reiterate this, you can also send the statements, comments or any other information that you'd like to at tribalconsultation@ed.gov, T-R-I, B as in boy, A-L-C-O-N-S-U-L-T-A-T-I-O-N@ed.gov.  
Jodi Gillette:  Thank you, Charlie.  The next caller?

Operator:  And we'll go next to Gay Kingman.

Gay Kingman:  Hello.  My name is Gay Kingman and I'm the executive director at Great Plains Tribal Chairman's Association and I'm an old educator.  I started teaching back in '63 on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  But I was also on the transition team that created the Department of Education.

And our tribes have sent – submitted a position paper to Assistant Secretary Larry Echo Hawk.  I will show that with the rest of you.  But I'd certainly like to commend all of you for this outreach that you're doing from DOE to tribal governments.  And I also really agree with the inter-tribal, intra-agency collaboration that's going to take place and I see it happening here on this phone call.

And I'm glad that the Department of Education will be coming to South Dakota.  We'd like to help you if you need any assistance in that effort.  We have the variety of schools.  We have tribal schools.  We have cooperative schools, VIE, and public, and then we have a lot public schools and then we have the bulk of the tribal colleges grasped within our region.  Our forefathers sought to have our own educators and therefore we have the bulk of contract schools and we have the bulk of tribal colleges.

I'd also request that you include the inter-tribal organizations as you go forward with your consultation because the organizations are made up of the tribal governments on their boards and that's a very good vehicle for consultation.

One of the requests that we have made is that the appointments to the National Advisory Council on Indian Education happen as soon as possible.  So if you have them available as you go forward with this reauthorization of ESEA, I think that would be of great assistance.  
The tribal education department is another area that the Great Plains Tribes believed strongly in.  They haven't been adequately funded, but if we have the tribal education departments, we could set up our own standards and codes.  And the Great Plains supports the two previous callers, Fond du Lac and I believe it was Tulalip in having tribes as their own State Education Departments.  Some of the states like where we reside in South Dakota do not enjoy a good full cooperation with our state agencies.  And so, this would go a long way toward improving that.  
The other thing is, we need to do more partnerships at the local level.  The tribal colleges that we have within our region, if they could be empowered more to work with our tribal schools and our Tribal Education Departments, it would really be helpful.  And lastly, I suggest that both BIE or DOI or – and the Department of Education revisit the Memorandum of Understanding that was signed between BIE and Department of Education because it was done without tribal consultation and it has not worked effectively for us at the local level.  
And that would be those two main things, that's the appointments and the revisiting of the MOU, I think would help us.  Those are the considerations that I have and I appreciate your consultation here at this phone call.  Thank you.  
Charlie Rose:  Gay, this is Charlie Rose.  Thank you for participating.  Let me just share with you a few comments, one is on the National Advisory Commission.  
We are in the process of going through the names that have been identified in working with the White House and ensuring that those individuals can be nominated and seated on the council as soon as possible, so we're hoping to move forward with that and we appreciate your patience on that regard.  But it is a priority along with the director of the White House Tribal Colleges initiative here.

Also, on the Memorandum of Understanding, in our conversations with our colleagues at the Department of the Interior, it's a subject that has come up.  The need to take a look at that memorandum to make sure it's working, not only for the agencies, but also for the tribes and ultimately, most importantly for the students.  So that's on our agenda as well.  
And on that regard, I'll add that last week, on March 4, Del Laverdure, who's the deputy assistant secretary for Indian Affairs whom you see is in the call with us as well as Tracie, came over here at the Department of Education and met with Arne Duncan and briefed him on how we can work more effectively together with the Department of the Interior.  And also some of the key issues from their perspective you know facing Indian country, language, and culture, the capacity of the TED's facilities and the like.

And – so that has been very helpful and I wanted to mention that to you because I wanted to conclude my comments and reaction to your call by thanking you for the work that you did to bring the Department of Education to life.  We hope that the leadership that President Obama's providing and the vision and energy that Secretary Duncan is bringing to the Department of Education reflects the kind of work that you had in mind for the department when you were instrumental in founding it years ago.  So thank you.

Operator:  And as a reminder, it is star one if you have a question or comment at this time.  We'll go next to Maggie George.

Maggie George:  Hello, yes.  This is Maggie George.  I'm the program/deputy director with the American Indian Science and Engineering Society in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I guess in reference to the ESEA reauthorization, what are, I guess, as far as goals, what are the goals as far as really looking at Indian education or just education from the P-20 perspective because you know I think one of the biggest issues that we have in Indian countries is our students are not graduating from college.  And even if they do graduate, they go to college much later.  
You know how are we going to – how – what are, I guess, the visions or the goals of making and helping our students make that transition from staying in high school.  You know I know that in the states there are many opportunities – I know here in New Mexico for dual credit and those kinds of opportunities so students are engaged in school beyond high school or while still in high school.  And so I just wanted to see what is in the works there or what are your thoughts on that?  Thank you.

Charlie Rose:  Thank you.  This is Charlie again.  Let me just share briefly a couple of thoughts since we're coming up on the 2:30 mark here.

First is as a threshold matter, we want to see students that are graduating from high school have the college and career-ready skills that they need to succeed.  So when we look at the P through 20 continuum that you mentioned, we certainly have to do a much better job of ensuring that students stay in school at a couple of critical junctures.  
One is that 8th grade to 9th grade juncture, but once they're in high school and make it through the first year, that they remain and when they graduate, they have the skills to go forward, so that's kind of a foundation that we're pursuing.

And the either end of the spectrum then, one of the initiatives that we're working on with Congress and the White House is the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act.  And I mention that because two pieces of that are important.  One is that it contains a significant part of our early childhood agenda which would fund the early childhood challenge and that would allow us to work with interested parties across the country, but also with Tribal Leaders on improving early childhood in this country so they're better prepared moving forward.

And second, on the higher end piece, included in that is the American Graduation Initiative which we want to use in order to improve community colleges and the like.  So that's kind of a long way of saying that as a threshold matter, we want the students to graduate with the skills they need and then we want to support them through community colleges and tribal colleges and universities, through other colleges and universities in this country by providing greater accessibility to colleges, by being able to provide grants and other loans to students so they can better afford colleges.

So the point that you raise is a significant one and it's one that we are pursuing with those agenda items that I mentioned, and let me just finally comment on P through 20 Councils.  From our perspective, those are an important initiative at the state level in order to coordinate the system of public education.  

And you know I commend you for being actively involved in these – in your P through 20 Council because as I mentioned, it's an important initiative in coordinating the entire spectrum of public education and it's something that doesn't always get done to the point that it needs to – because there are certain points across the chain that we have in public education where students oftentimes slip through the cracks.  

And I think P through 20 Councils are an important part of the strategy to closing those loopholes and having the system work better for our students.  So thanks.  One more question, please.

Operator:  And we'll move on next to Verna – I'm sorry, Verna Fowler.

Verna Fowler:  Good afternoon, and thank you, Secretary Duncan for this wonderful opportunity.  I have only three comments.  My name, as you know is Verna Fowler.  I'm the founding president of College of Menominee Nation, a tribal college located on the Menominee Indian Reservation in Keshena, Wisconsin.

Three comments; for the reauthorization of ESEA, can the tribal colleges please have a seat at the table?  My reasoning is this.  I get the students from these underperforming schools and I spend an inordinate amount of money doing remediation before I can even get them into college.  
But once I get them there, they are very successful and they have gone on to mainstream institutions and we have – we have increased the educational level on our reservation and we have many professionals, graduates from our college working for our tribal departments as well as off reservation areas.

So I think tribal colleges should – who are working with these students have much to offer in that regard.  I’d also like to help you think about considering at tribal college set aside.  Right now, I use state gaming money to develop a bridge program for our high school students to the college.  So I take some of the upper – and some of the even not necessarily the better performing students – the high school then chooses the candidates but what we do is offer dual credit.  
And so many of these students who were – who have difficulty at the high school thrive in an environment where there is a safe and higher expectations and quality education being offered, and it saves parents tuition money; once they graduate with us, they transfer to mainstream institutions and only have 2 years to finish their baccalaureate degree.  
It's been a wonderful opportunity for many of our students that we've been able to help.  I would also – the second comment I'd like to make is to fill the leadership positions that are vacant in terms of Indian education, in particular, the White House Initiative for Tribal Colleges.  I have served on both boards appointed by Clinton and President Bush.  Those boards have been extremely effective for tribal colleges.

And thirdly, I just offer our college campus if you need to host the Midwest meeting of Tribal Leaders in regard to ESEA, I'm more than happy to work with you and make that opportunity available to Tribal Leaders in the Midwest.  I thank you for listening and for this wonderful opportunity and I wish you good luck and well in your work.  Thank you.

Charlie Rose:  Thank you very much for your kind words and your offer.  A couple of concluding comments from the Department of Education then I'll turn it over to Jodi.  First is, we appreciate the offers of many of you to assist us in hosting consultations and other meetings throughout the country.  We have noted your offers and we will be following up with you on those but we appreciate it.

Second is that on behalf of Secretary Duncan, I want to thank all of you for participating and I hope that you appreciate that while these challenges that we have facing us are enormous, we do have a strong commitment to meeting those challenges and doing what's in the best interest to improve the education system in this country for all children but also very importantly, American-Indian children.

And, the Secretary's participation in this discussion with the tribal officials on our approach to ESEA reauthorization and also the plan of actions that we've submitted to the White House, I think is an important step in demonstrating that commitment.  
Third, I want to thank my colleagues from the White House and also Department of Interior for participating in this call with us; Jodi Gillette and Kim Teehee from the White House and (Lisa Pangueriad) and Tracie Stevens from the Department of Interior.  It's always a privilege to work with them and be involved in these types of joint efforts and we look forward to continuing that work together.

So with that, I'll turn it over to Jodi for a couple of concluding remarks.

Jodi Gillette:  I just want to thank everybody for taking time out of your day to join us here on the call and I also would like to thank you for all the work that you do to ensure that the education needs of our Native children are improved and that we have a good vision going forward and thank you so much for all of your comments and suggestions that you're providing.  We'd also like to just reiterate that this is a first of many discussions that we'll have in the future with the – through the Department of Education and the Department of Interior.

We want to remind you of the e-mail address, the tribalconsultation@ed.gov is where we'd like to have you submit your comments or suggestions or any kind of written material that you might have.  And I just want to thank everybody at the Department of Education for hosting this conference call here.  Thank you so much.

Charlie Rose:  Thanks.

Operator:  This does conclude our call for today.  Thank you for your participation.
END
