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This article explains how to find all files and data groups that collect a specific type of data, such 
as count of students by disability status. 
 
The Data Framework, located within ESS, is useful for this task. To access the Data 
Framework, log in to ESS and then from the left-hand menu on the Home page, select ESS, 
then Data Framework.   
 
Use the Categories link to view a list of all data types collected within EDFacts.  You may then 
search the Categories to view associated permitted codes and category sets. You may also 
search within the permitted codes to view their definitions and a list of all files that collect data 
with those codes.   
 
In our example, searching for “disability status” within Categories, then selecting Disability 
Status (IDEA) from the search results yields:  
 

 
 
This information offers you the data groups for which each category set was collected.  You can 
then look up the names of the corresponding file specifications using ESS > Data Framework > 
Data Groups to find which files collect those data elements.  


