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This document is intended for use by state education agency (SEA) EDFacts coordinators and program office staff at the US Department of Education in their conversations with federal program staff within SEAs.

EDFacts is a U.S. Department of Education (ED) initiative to put performance data at the center of policy, management and budget decisions for all ED K-12 educational programs.  EDFacts collects aggregate data from SEAs at the SEA, local education agency (LEA) and school levels.  No student-level data is collected.   Timely and complete data are critical to efforts to promote transparency and performance-based accountability within ED. 

· Final regulations published on January 25, 2007 to amend 34 CFR Part 76 require that SEAs use the EDFacts reporting system for submission of all data collected by EDFacts beginning with data collected for SY 2008-09.  

· The Office of Management and Budget reviews data collection requests from individual ED program offices to determine if the data are available from EDFacts.  In order to reduce burden on SEAs, proposed collections of data that can be obtained through EDFacts are not approved.

· Federal program offices use EDFacts data to the maximum extent possible to meet their data collection requirements from SEAs for programmatic reports to Congress, for performance measures required by the Government Performance Results Act, and for statistical research.  Examples of reports using EDFacts data include the Consolidated State Performance Report, the Annual Report to Congress on the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, and the Gun-Free Schools Act Report. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) uses EDFacts data for the non-fiscal Common Core of Data (CCD). In addition, all EDFacts data are housed in a central data warehouse.  Ad hoc reports requested by policy makers are created using EDFacts data stored in the data warehouse. 

· Timeliness of EDFacts submissions is critical.  Due dates are provided for all files in the EDFacts File Due Dates list available at www.ed.gov/edfacts.  Many other resources for EDFacts submissions are also available on this web page. 

· File specifications are available for all files at www.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/edfacts/file-specifications.html.   These specifications provide instructions for building and transmitting the required data files.  Policy guidance for reporting data is included in the file specifications under Section 2.0. 
· State program office staff should work with the EDFacts coordinator in their state to submit data through EDFacts.  A list of the state EDFacts Coordinators can be found at www.ed.gov/edfacts under ‘Contact Us.’  EDFacts coordinators are encouraged to talk to the appropriate program office staff in their state for any policy questions related to the required data before contacting ED for guidance. 

· The EDFacts Partner Support Center is available to assist states in preparing and submitting the required data files.  (EDEN_SS@ed.gov) 
· ED program offices continue to be responsible for the analysis and publication of data collected through EDFacts. Therefore, SEA staff may continue to receive questions from the program offices and/or their contractors concerning the submitted data.

· Consequences for late, incomplete or non-submission of EDFacts data are outlined below. 

· States that do not submit complete and timely EDFacts data needed for the non-fiscal CCD may not be included in the data sets or reports produced by NCES using CCD data.

· States that do not submit complete and timely data may not be included in special reports produced with EDFacts data for the Secretary’s Office and Congress.

· States that do not submit complete and timely data for programs for which their state is receiving grant funds may be subject to one or more of the following consequences: 

(1) The state may be omitted from programmatic websites that publish the data 

(2) The state may be omitted from programmatic reports prepared for Congress 

(3) The state may be cited for failure to submit timely and/or accurate data

(4) The state may be monitored by ED’s Risk Management Services 

(5) The state may have conditions attached to grant funds

(6) The state may have grant funds withheld
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