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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide information necessary to appropriately use school year 2011-12 and school year 2012-13 school level public data files of Limited English Proficient (LEP) students in LEP program from EDFacts. It contains information that is crucial to take into consideration prior to conducting any analyses on the data.

1.2 EDFacts Background

EDFacts is a Department of Education (ED) initiative to govern, acquire, validate, and use high-quality elementary and secondary performance data in education planning, policymaking, and management decision making to improve outcomes for students. EDFacts centralizes data provided by the state education agencies (SEAs) at the SEA, local education agency (LEA), and school levels, and provides the Department with the ability to easily analyze and report the data. Since its inception in 2004, this initiative has reduced reporting burden for SEAs and local data producers, and has streamlined elementary and secondary data collection, analysis, and reporting functions at the federal, state, and local levels.

All data in EDFacts are organized into data groups and reported to ED by SEAs using defined file specifications. The table below indicates the data groups in these files, along with the file specifications through which the data are collected. One file has been provided for SY 2011-12 data and another file has been provided for SY 2012-13 data. These files contain only school level data.
Table 1. File Specification and Data Group
	Data Group Number
	Data Group Name
	File Specification Number
	File Specification Name

	123
	LEP students in LEP program table 
	046
	LEP Students in LEP Program


Please visit www.ed.gov/edfacts to access the SY 2011-12 and SY 2012-13 file specifications.

1.3 Education Levels Reported 

In both SY 2011-12 and SY 2012-13 states submit data at three education levels: state, local education agency (includes school districts), and school levels. However these data files only contain school level data. Beginning in SY 2013-14 states no longer submitted this data group at the school level. 

Each LEA is assigned a 7 digit ID by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The first two digits represent the state and the last 5 digits are unique within that state for the LEA. Each school is also assigned a unique ID by NCES. The school IDs are 12 digits. The first 7 digits represent the district that the school belongs to and the remaining 5 digits are unique to that school within the LEA but the 5 digits may not be unique within the state.

1.4 Date of the Data

Appendix A includes a table showing the date of the last school level submissions for each state at the time of the data pull. The table below indicates the date the files were created and the data current as of date.

Table 2. Date of File Creation and Data Recency

	File
	
	Data current as of:

	SY 2011-12 LEP Students in LEP Program
	
	February 10, 2016

	SY 2012-13 LEP Students in LEP Program
	
	February 10, 2016


1.5 Privacy Protections Used 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records.  FERPA requires that when data are released on groups of students, certain steps are taken to ensure someone cannot ascertain a student’s individual identity (i.e. the data do not disclose individual characteristics of a student).  This may be possible, for example, if the number of students listed in an individual cell in the data table is small enough that certain characteristics of an individual student can be revealed.  In order to protect students’ privacy, ED applied a combination of disclosure avoidance techniques, including suppressing data for very small groups of students, and a modest “blurring” of the data reported for all other students.  Together, these steps protect the information of all students by preventing someone from determining with any reasonable certainty how a specific student performed on the assessments.
The general process by which the privacy protections were applied to the Public Use file is described below. The public files created on February 2016 are reported at the Grand Total aggregation level and, thus, do not include subgroups.  
Step One: Primary Suppression of Data for Small Groups
It is often easy to identify specific individuals when data are presented for small numbers of students. Therefore, ED has suppressed all cells (“All Students” Grand Total) for student counts of DG123 with 1-5 students. These suppressions are identified by *.

Step Two: Adjustment of Data for Groups At or Near 100% of Student Membership
Schools which have an absolute value difference between student count of DG123 and Student Membership (DG39) for all students and each subgroup, with the Racial Ethnic and Sex categories less than 5, have been adjusted for the Student Counts to equal DG39 minus 5. 

2.0 Description of Data 

2.1 Definition

The SY 2011-12 and SY 2012-13 school level LEP students in LEP programs public data files contain the unduplicated number of Limited English Proficient (LEP) students enrolled in English language instruction educational programs designed for LEP students. State education agencies (SEAs) submit the data to EDFacts through File Specification 046: LEP students in LEP programs/ Data Group 123: LEP students in LEP program table. 
In coordination with the state’s definition on Title 9 of ESEA, students in SY 2011-12 and SY 2012-13: LEP students are defined as follows: 

(A) who are ages 3 through 21;
(B) who are enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or a secondary school;

(C) (who are i, ii, or iii) 

(i) who were not born in the United States or whose native languages are languages other than English;

(ii) (who are I and II)
(I) who are a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and

(II) who come from an environment where languages other than English have a significant impact on their level of language proficiency; or

(iii) who are migratory, whose native languages are languages other than English, and who come from an environment where languages other than English are dominant; and

(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be sufficient to deny the individuals 
(i) the ability to meet the state’s proficient level of achievement on state assessments described in section 1111(b)(3);

(ii) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is English; or 
(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society

The permitted values allowable within the data are typically presented as integer variables, providing the count of students in the LEP program. For detailed information about the permitted values and SEA submitted please visit www.ed.gov/edfacts to access the file specifications. 

3.0 File Structure

The LEP Students in LEP Program public files provide numerical data and descriptive information on student counts. The data are collected by Racial Ethnic, Sex, and Disability Status subgroups however these public files provide only the grand total of the number of LEP Students in LEP Programs for each education unit. 

3.1 File Layout

The following table provides the layout of the file.

Number of variables in each file: 9
Table 2. File Layout for LEP Students in LEP Program public files
	Variable Name
	Type
	Length
	Description

	YEAR
	Character
	8
	School Year for which the data was collected

	STNAM
	Character
	250
	State Name

	FIPST
	Character
	2
	Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) code

	LEAID
	Character
	7
	Local Education Agency NCES ID

	LEANM
	Character
	60
	Local Education Agency Name (from NCES Common Core of Data)

	SCHNM
	Character
	250
	School Name (from NCES Common Core of Data)

	NCESSCH
	Character
	12
	School NCES ID

	TOTAL_INDICATOR_DESCRIPTION
	Character
	500
	An indicator that defines the count level. (File only contains Grand Totals) 

	STUDENT COUNT
	Integer
	10
	Number of LEP Students in LEP Program


4.0 Guidance for Using the Data – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. Why are there no data by major racial/ethnic subgroups, gender, or disability status in the file?

Although DG 123 is collected by racial/ethnic subgroups, sex, and disability status, only grand totals are reported in these public files.

2. Is there a unique identifier that can be used to combine/merge these data with other federal data sets?

All rows of data include the NCES assigned school and district IDs (variable names: NCESSCH and LEAID). These identifiers are used within the Common Core of Data and other regular data releases from NCES. They can be used to merge these data with other ED data publications, or with state data publications. Anyone wishing to merge these data with data in files published by other agencies that do not utilize the NCES assigned IDs may first need to match each NCES assigned ID with a state assigned ID. The Common Core of Data (http://nces.ed.gov/ccd) includes both NCES and state assigned ID numbers and could be used to associate each of these records with a state assigned ID number as a first step in matching with files published by individual states.

3. What if I notice something unusual in the data?

Data concerns would need to be corrected by individual states through a resubmission of data files to EDFacts. However, rather than emailing states directly, if you notice something unusual in the data or something that you don’t understand, send an e-mail to edfacts@ed.gov. To assist us in responding to the concern, please format your e-mail as follows:

The subject line of the e-mail should be:

EDFacts LEP Student Public File

The following information needs to be included preferably in this order and with the captions:

· School Year – indicate which school year(s) have the issue(s)

· States – indicate which state(s) have the issue

· LEA/District Name – indicate which LEA/district(s) have the issue

· LEA NCES ID – indicate the NCES ID(s) of the LEA(s) with the issue

· School Name – indicate which school(s) have the issue

· School NCES ID – indicate the NCES ID(s) of the school(s) with the issue

· Description – describe the issue (what did you see, what were you expecting to see) 

Appendix A - Date of the Last Submission by State
The table below contains the last data that an SEA submitted a school level file containing data group 046 LEP Students in LEP programs data for SY 2011-12 and 2012-13 as of February 16, 2016.
	STATE
	SY 2011-12
	SY 2012-13

	ALABAMA
	4/29/2012
	12/18/2013

	ALASKA
	5/9/2012
	3/13/2013

	ARIZONA
	8/29/2012
	8/6/2013

	ARKANSAS
	3/4/2012
	11/3/2013

	BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
	NA
	NA

	CALIFORNIA
	11/27/2012
	12/30/2013

	COLORADO
	4/24/2012
	4/18/2013

	CONNECTICUT
	4/5/2012
	4/15/2013

	DELAWARE
	12/10/2012
	8/27/2013

	DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
	3/4/2013
	7/10/2013

	FLORIDA
	4/24/2012
	4/19/2013

	GEORGIA
	4/27/2012
	5/29/2013

	HAWAII
	10/29/2013
	3/11/2013

	IDAHO
	4/30/2012
	4/1/2013

	ILLINOIS
	3/28/2012
	4/19/2013

	INDIANA
	12/11/2012
	11/22/2013

	IOWA
	3/29/2012
	5/10/2013

	KANSAS
	4/20/2012
	4/3/2013

	KENTUCKY
	10/1/2013
	4/18/2013

	LOUISIANA
	8/8/2012
	4/9/2013

	MAINE
	4/25/2012
	4/23/2013

	MARYLAND
	4/25/2012
	3/1/2013

	MASSACHUSETTS
	4/17/2012
	5/1/2013

	MICHIGAN
	12/5/2012
	5/1/2013

	MINNESOTA
	4/11/2012
	9/24/2013

	MISSISSIPPI
	4/9/2012
	5/2/2013

	MISSOURI
	4/10/2012
	4/30/2013

	MONTANA
	4/4/2012
	4/5/2013

	NEBRASKA
	4/11/2012
	11/14/2013

	NEVADA
	3/12/2012
	10/1/2013

	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	4/19/2012
	4/8/2013

	NEW JERSEY
	4/30/2012
	10/4/2013

	NEW MEXICO
	4/9/2012
	4/30/2013

	NEW YORK
	11/7/2012
	10/16/2013

	NORTH CAROLINA
	4/18/2012
	4/18/2013

	NORTH DAKOTA
	4/19/2012
	4/10/2013

	OHIO
	6/19/2012
	4/18/2013

	OKLAHOMA
	10/11/2013
	10/10/2013

	OREGON
	12/17/2012
	4/1/2013

	PENNSYLVANIA
	4/30/2012
	4/4/2013

	PUERTO RICO
	3/27/2012
	4/29/2015

	RHODE ISLAND
	4/20/2012
	5/6/2013

	SOUTH CAROLINA
	12/18/2012
	4/18/2013

	SOUTH DAKOTA
	4/16/2012
	4/8/2013

	TENNESSEE
	4/24/2012
	3/28/2013

	TEXAS
	5/9/2012
	5/7/2013

	UTAH
	4/18/2012
	4/17/2013

	VERMONT
	3/6/2013
	12/19/2013

	VIRGIN ISLANDS
	5/4/2012
	4/5/2013

	VIRGINIA
	4/18/2012
	4/17/2013

	WASHINGTON
	7/19/2012
	4/17/2013

	WEST VIRGINIA
	3/22/2012
	4/11/2013

	WISCONSIN
	5/8/2012
	4/9/2013

	WYOMING
	4/29/2012
	5/30/2013


�Definition adapted from PL 107-110, Title IX, Part A(25) as reference in http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/edfacts/eden/11-12-workbook-8-4.pdf
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