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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Postsecondary Education
National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity
June 7, 2012
Honorable Arnie Duncan
Secretary of Education

U.S. Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary Duncan:
Thank you for the invitation to provide you with recommendations for the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. 
On behalf of the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI), I am transmitting to you for your consideration our report of twenty-four recommendations pertaining to higher education accreditation.  These focus on three aspects of postsecondary education— the triad of entities responsible for educational quality assurance; the scope, alignment, and accountability of accreditation activity; and regulatory burden and data needs of the Title IV programs.  Also included are a minority recommendation and background on the Committee’s process for developing this report.  
The functions and activities of the NACIQI provide it with a variety of perspectives on the shifts, challenges, successes, and good practices of the various segments of the quality assurance enterprise.  The Committee stands ready to advise and assist you as needed in ensuring educational quality and effective stewardship of the federal investment in higher education.







Sincerely,








/s/






Jamienne S. Studley






Chair, NACIQI 
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