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Benetech & Bookshare

Innovation.  Scale.  Collaboration.

 Bookshare is an online library of 

accessible media for readers 

with print disabilities

 Accessible books as digital text

used as audio, electronic braille, text+speech, 

enlarged text
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Bookshare

believes that people 

with print disabilities 

should have the same 

ease of access to 

books and periodicals 

that people without 

disabilities enjoy. 



Bookshare Content 

120,000 titles + Periodicals

 2000-5000 books added every month

 Publisher partners: 130 (100 US)

 18 University presses

 40 additional with post-secondary content

 Over 70% of books added this year will be 

from publishers
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University Press Partners

 Cambridge University Press

 Columbia University Press

 Gallaudet University Press

 Harvard University Press

 Hong Kong University Press

 MIT Press

 NYU Press

 Princeton University Press

 Stanford University Press

 University of British 

Columbia Press

 University of California 

Press

 University of Chicago Press

 University of Michigan Press

 University of Minnesota 

Press

 University of Ottawa Press

 University of Wisconsin 

Press

 University Press of Colorado

 Yale University Press
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Flexible Format

 Bookshare files work with any AT software that 

supports DAISY text files

 Many examples: JAWS, Kurzweil, etc.

 Two free ebook readers available to Bookshare

members

 Works with AT hardware that plays/displays text

 Braille displays

 Specialized DAISY players (that support text)

 Works with standard devices

 Cell phones

 MP3 players
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Who Bookshare Serves

Over 145,000 members

 140k are students with print disabilities

Over 10,000 schools and other organizations

Over 8000 post-secondary student members

30 university partners provide scanned books

 We improve the quality where needed—all are 

proof-read
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Thorny Problems…

Problem: What is accessibility? 

Problem:  How do you sustainably serve 

ALL students who need accessible 

materials?

Problem: How do people find accessible 

materials from lots of sources?

…Require Innovation & Partnership
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What is Accessibility? 

Text, images, math, video, interactivity

Solutions: 

 EPUB3: text accessibility from creation

 DIAGRAM

Crowd sourcing, standards, open source, 

tools for commercial vendors to lower cost

 Video work by Smith-Kettlewell/NCAM

 Software & games: standards & tools

Lots of smart people & technology advances
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DIAGRAM Center

Digital Image And Graphic Resources for

Accessible Materials Center

 Funded by Federal Office of Special Education 

Programs (OSEP); begins May 2010

 Partners: NCAM & US Fund for DAISY

 Research technologies for accessible image &  

graphic content in AIM

 Develop technologies, tools, 

practices and training

Ex.: Image description in textbook
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How do you sustainably serve ALL students 

who need accessible materials?

Solution: Market Models that leverage 

commercial, public and non-profit resources

Different approaches:

 Creators selling AIM through their own 

portals

 Creators using distributors of AIM as 

specialty distribution channels 

Creators = Publishers, software co’s, faculty, students 
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O’Reilly DAISY from Bookshare
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How do people find accessible 

materials from lots of sources?

Solution: Federated Search/Device Access 

 Let’s make it easy to find all the 

accessible materials out there

 Our API:

40+ partners using our API to build better AT 

and federated search solutions

We hope all other players join us to maximize 

the availability of AIM

Example API user seeing value in Bookshare

partnership: Access Text Network

12



Bookshare API Examples
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Policy Perspectives

 What we don’t support: 

 Enlargement of Chafee

 Removal of Chafee

 What we do support: 

 Rulemaking to improve the usefulness of Chafee

 Confirm specific learning disabilities as a physical 

impairment – strike organic brain dysfunction

 It causes massive confusion in the field, additional 

expense and limits access to materials for people who 

qualify for them

We are only talking about 

students with significant disabilities that affect print 
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Conclusion 

 Bookshare is highly successful and fulfilling major 

needs after a short time and relatively limited 

funding

 Serving students in the next 5-10 years requires 

new innovation—technology and business models

 The market, nonprofits and government entities in 

education must work together—need all 3 legs of 

the stool to serve students with disabilities
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Books without Barriers
Thank you!
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