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Oregon Department of Education

Public Service Building, 255 Capitol Street NE, Salem, Oregon 97310

Phone (503) 947-5600 • Fax (503) 378-5156 • www.ode.state.or.us

September 15, 2010

Carlas L. McCauley, Ed.D 
USED, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave SW 3W222
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Carlas:

I am writing on behalf of the Oregon Department of Education to request a waiver of the US Department of Education’s requirement that we carry forward 25% of our FY2010 allotment of Title IA 1003(g) funds. While we understand the purpose of the carryover is to provide funding for schools that elected not to participate during the current school year, we are convinced, however, that these funds will provide greater impact in improving the schools in Title IA Improvement if they are made available to the currently funded schools than if those funds are withheld for future expenditures.
Oregon’s allotments under both regular Title I and Title I ARRA 1003(g) funds total $34,453,339. The School Improvement Grants would be funded from the 95% of these funds to be allocated to the LEAs. This 95% would total $32,730,672. If we were to withhold 25% of this allocation for a second round, $8,182,668 would be unavailable for the current year with only $24,548,004 to be spent on our initial applicants.
Having identified six Tier I schools and twelve Tier II schools, we have been able to arrange funding for twelve of these schools and includes all of the schools for which funding was requested. Districts have selected the Transformation Model for each of the twelve schools. Only one of our Tier I schools (BizTech High School in Portland Public School District) has not requested funding for the coming school year, a reasonable decision given that the district has requested and negotiated funding for three buildings in Tier I.
While districts have requested funding for twelve schools, the funds budgeted for each building are significantly below the levels requested and have resulted from conscientious, thorough negotiations with staff at each district and school. We are convinced that the amounts included in the table below are appropriate and necessary 
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for transition efforts among applicant schools. These amounts would require a total allotment of $32,730,670 if we are successful in the pursuit of this waiver.

If this waiver were granted, we would be able to fund schools at an appropriate level for the 3 years of the grant period. The funds request and final negotiated amounts for each school are listed below:
	District (In order of Achievement – lowest to highest and in order by Tier)
	School
	Student Count
	Requested Amount
(3 Year Total)
	Negotiated Award
(3 Year Total)

	Portland Public Schools
	Spanish-English International School*
	211
	$3,062,168 
	$2,350,000 

	Salem-Keizer SD
	McKay High School*
	1900
	$6,000,000 
	$5,607,610 

	Portland Public Schools
	POWER High School*
	234
	$3,743,000 
	$3,000,000 

	Salem-Keizer SD
	Hallman Elementary School*
	529
	$4,653,498 
	$3,000,000 

	Portland Public Schools
	ACT High School*
	284
	$3,062,168 
	$2,350,000 

	Bend LaPine
	Marshall High School**
	193
	$2,525,699 
	$2,000,000 

	Salem-Keizer SD
	Roberts High School**
	1088
	$2,686,896 
	$2,000,000 

	Oregon City
	Service Learning Academy**
	110
	$2,435,886 
	$1,475,220 

	Klamath Falls City
	Eagle ridge High School**
	172
	$1,906,625 
	$2,000,000 

	Jefferson County 509J
	Madras High School**
	867
	$4,612,671 
	$3,707,840 

	Ontario
	Ontario High School**
	832
	$4,837,890 
	$3,240,000 

	Salem-Keizer SD
	Early College High School**
	242
	$2,256,576 
	$2,000,000 

	Statewide Funding

	(*Tier I; **Tier II)

	6662
	$41,783,077
	$32,730,670
Leaves balance of $2
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If, on the other hand, we are required to carry forward 25% of the funding, this would result in a reduction in total funding by $8,182,668. Such a reduction would force significant across the board reductions in funding (likely to create significant challenges in achieving goals) or elimination of three or four schools from the current negotiated funding. Either outcome is contrary to the intent of the School Improvement Grant as provided by your offices.

Sincerely,
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Tryna M. Luton 
Director of School Improvement and Accountability 
Office of Educational Improvement & Innovation 
Phone: (503) 947-5922

Cell: (503) 508-1268 
Email: tryna.luton@state.or.us 
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