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Honorable Arne Duncan

Secretary of Education 

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary Duncan,

The Colorado Department of Education (CDE) respectfully requests a waiver of Section II.B.9 (a) of the final requirements of the ARRA 1003(g) School Improvement grant program which reads:


 9. (a) If not every Tier I school in a State is served with FY 2009 


school improvement funds, an SEA must carry over 25 percent of its FY 


2009 funds, combine those funds with FY 2010 school improvement funds, 


and award those funds to eligible LEAs consistent with these 


requirements. This requirement does not apply in a State that does not 


have sufficient school improvement funds to serve all the Tier I 


schools in the State.

The Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind, a Tier I school, has declined participation in the FY 2009 School Improvement grant program.  It is the only Tier I school that has declined participation. CDE requests permission to award its FY 2009 1003(g) funds to the ten Tier I and nine Tier II schools that are being served.  No Tier III schools are being served with FY 2009 funds.   If this waiver request were approved, CDE would not carry over 25 % of its FY 2009 funds to be awarded along with FY 2010 funds.  

 Carrying over 25% of FY 2009 1003(g) funds would result either in CDE’s inability to serve approximately 5 of the Tier I and Tier II schools during the 2010-11 school  year or a budget reduction of $8,231,519 for the schools to be served.  A budget reduction of that amount would mean that each of the schools served would receive approximately $433,238 less in funding over the three year period.  The school for the Deaf and the Blind is a unique campus.  Delaying the availability of these funds for award runs contrary to the sense of urgency we have in serving as many at-risk students and turning around as many schools as we can in the upcoming school year.  We want to do all we can to ensure that a large number of students are not deprived of the opportunity to have their school improved as a consequence of the decision of one campus to decline participation.

 Attached, you will find a copy of each participating school’s proposed budget that shows the amount of FY 2009 funds allocated over the three year grant period.  While CDE has approved each of the school’s budgets, approval will not be 
considered final until CDE has received USDE approval of its carryover waiver request. During this first round of awards, CDE proposes to award $36,540,040 of available funds leaving a carryover amount of $1,204,637 (3%).  The remaining three percent of funds will be rolled into CDE’s FY 2010 1003(g) award and distributed in its entirety during the next round of Colorado Tiered Intervention Grants.  Please note that the $13 difference between the total award amount included in the budget summary sheet and the total amount of the actual budgets is due to rounding error. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at 303-866-6780 or by email at chapman_p@cde.state.co.us.  

Sincerely,
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Patrick Chapman

Executive Director

Office of Federal Program Administration

Colorado Department of Education

Cc:
Dwight Jones, Colorado Commissioner of Education


Zollie Stevenson, Director, Student Achievement and School Accountability (SASA), USDE


Carlas McCauley, Assistant Director, School Improvement Grants, SASA, USDE


Syna Morgan, Office of School and District Improvement, Colorado Department of Education


Wendy Dunaway, Office of School and District Improvement, Colorado Department of Education


Tammy Clementi, Office of School and District Improvement, Colorado Department of Education

Colorado Department of Education

1003 (g) Funding Allocation By School

ARRA 1003(g) award:

$33,611,909

Regular 1003(g) award:

$  6,119,330

Total 1003(g) award:

$39,731,239
5% CDE Administration:

$  1,986,562

Award Amount Available

$37,744,677
Amount Awarded:

$36,540,027
Carryover Amount:

$  1,204,650

	Name of School
	Reform Model
	School Configuration
	Size of School
	 Year one Budget 
	Year Two budget
	Year Three Budget
	Three Year Totals

	*Sheridan--Ft. Logan
	Transformation
	K-5
	284
	$796,190 
	$796,190 
	$796,190 
	$2,388,570 

	*Mesa 51--Clifton
	Transformation
	K-5
	493
	$866,037 
	$866,037 
	$866,037 
	$2,598,111 

	*Center--Haskins
	Transformation
	K-5
	315
	$555,505 
	$555,505 
	$555,505 
	$1,666,515 

	*Adams 14--Hanson
	Transformation
	K-8
	513
	$670,060 
	$670,060 
	$670,060 
	$2,010,180 

	*Pueblo--YAFA
	Transformation
	Charter HS
	200
	$526,227 
	$526,227 
	$526,227 
	$1,578,681 

	Pueblos--Central
	Transformation
	9-12 HS
	1001
	$933,076 
	$933,076 
	$933,076 
	$2,799,228 

	Pueblo--Roncalli
	Transformation
	6-8 Middle
	619
	$737,377 
	$737,377 
	$737,377 
	$2,212,131 

	Pueblo--Risley
	Turnaround
	6-8 Middle
	295
	$701,325 
	$701,325 
	$701,325 
	$2,103,975 

	Pueblo--Pitts
	Turnaround
	6-8 Middle
	510
	$719,867 
	$719,867 
	$719,867 
	$2,159,601 

	*Pueblo--Freed 
	Turnaround
	6-8 Middle
	339
	$687,937 
	$687,937 
	$687,937 
	$2,063,811 

	DPS--Skyland
	Closure
	Charter HS
	101
	$35,790 
	$0 
	$0 
	$35,790 

	DPS--Rishel
	Closure
	6-8 Middle
	261
	$15,387 
	$0 
	$0 
	$15,387 

	*DPS--Phillips
	Closure
	Elementary
	178
	$36,413 
	$0 
	$0 
	$36,413 

	*DPS Greenlee
	Turnaround
	K-8
	593
	$752,172 
	$752,172 
	$752,173 
	$2,256,517 

	*DPS--Gilpin
	Turnaround
	K-5
	333
	$420,011 
	$420,011 
	$420,011 
	$1,260,033 

	DPS--Lake
	Turnaround
	6-8 Middle
	568
	$694,411 
	$694,411 
	$694,410 
	$2,083,232 

	DPS--Noel
	Transformation
	6-8 Middle
	740
	$925,527 
	$925,526 
	$925,527 
	$2,776,580 

	*DPS--Montebello
	Transformation
	9-12 HS
	1684
	$1,129,450 
	$1,129,450 
	$1,129,450 
	$3,388,350 

	DPS--North
	Transformation
	9-12 HS
	953
	$1,035,640 
	$1,035,641 
	$1,035,641 
	$3,106,922 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 9980
	$12,238,402 
	$12,150,812 
	$12,150,813 
	$36,540,027 


Note:  Budget figures are rounded to nearest dollar

*Tier I schools
[image: image3.png]Improving
Academic
Achievement





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png]