

































































































































































Puerto Rico's application for Race to the Top funding does not comprehensively and coherently address plans for
building a stale system that increases the quality of Early Leaming and Development Programs for Children with
High Needs so that they enter kindergarten ready to succeed. ~ While Puerto Rico's State Plan seeks to
integrate and align resources and policies across Participating State Agencies through statewide implementation
of Pasilos, the Tiered Quality Rating and improvement System pilot, important details for how the system will be
taken to scale across the lemitory are not provided. Throughout their responses to the criteria, Puerto Rico is
migsing critical information including goals, key activities, timelines and benchmarks, the parties responsible for
implementing each activity and other key personnel! assigned o the activity, appropriate financial resources for
successful implementation, requested supporting evidence, and specifically how they will meet the needs of
Children with High Needs. Their reform agenda includes developing a Workforce Knowledge Framework,
aligning training and education with the Framework, and supporting Early Childhood Educators in improving their
knowledge, skills, and abilities. To promote early leaming and development outcomes for children they propose
enhancing their Early Learning and Development Standards and knowledge and commilment of the Standards.
While their plan 1o develop an Early Leaming Data System was well developed and provided all of the elements
needed, their narrative for developing a Comprehensive Assessmeni System did not demonstrate a clear
understanding of valid and reliable assessment and was missing clear goals, timelines, and benchmarks for
successful completion.
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