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I wish you success with your project activities, which are of great importance to the mission of
ACF.

Sincerely,

p- d A. Hansell
Actlng ASSIStMt u-

Enclosure
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11-17

services to children; and

WHEREAS, section 642B(a)(2)(A) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
purposes of the Head Start Act; and

WHEREAS, section 642B(b)(1)(A)i) of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. § 9837b(b)(1)(A)i)) requires the Governor to "designate or establish a
council to serve as the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and
Care" in order to receive the grants from the federal government; and

WHEREAS, section 29-13, Hawaii Revised Statutes, provides that
the Governor "may accept, on behalf of the State, the provisions of any act of
Congress making grants or allotments of federal-aid moneys available for
expenditure in the State" and section 26-41, Hawaii Revised Statutes, authorizes
the Govemor to establish such temporary boards and commissions as the
Governor "may deem necessary to gather information or furnish advice for the
executive branch” and to prescribe the temporary board or commission’s
"organization, functions, and authority”; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to sections 26-41 and 29-13, Hawaii Revised

Statutes, the Honorable Linda Lingle, as Governor of Hawaii, established a

Order No. 10-06, dated April 12, 2010, as amended by Executive Order No. 10-

09, dated December 2, 2010, to comply with section 642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head
WHEREAS, the responsibilities of that council, as set forth in

section 642B(b)(1)(D) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. § 9837b(b)(1)(D)), are

State: and
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WHEREAS, the Early Learning Council attached to the Department
of Education was established in 2008 by section 302L-3, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, to "develop and administer the early learning system . . . to benefit all
children throughout the State”; and

WHEREAS, membership of the Early Learning Council complies
with the minimum membership requirements set forth in section 642B(b)(1)(C) of
the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. § 9837b(b)(1)(C)); and

WHEREAS, the duties and responsibilities of the Early Learning

Council comport with the duties and authorities of a council to serve as the State

WHEREAS, section 642B(b)(1)(B) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C.
§ 9837b(b)(1)(B)) provides that the Governor "may designate an existing entity in
the State to serve as the State Advisory Council"; and

WHEREAS, having both the temporary Hawaii State Advisory
Council and the Early Learning Council creates duplication of efforts and
confusion within the State, and is contrary to our goal of coordinating early child
education effort;
NOW, THEREFORE, |, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor of
section 642B(b)(1) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. § 9837b(b)(1)), do hereby
order as follows:

1.  Executive Order No. 10-06 and Executive Order No. 10-09 are
rescinded.

2. The Early Learning Council established by section 302L-3, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, is designated as the State Advisory Council on Early
Childhood Education and Care, to comply with section 642B(b)(1) of the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. § 9837b(b)(1)).

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any of the provisions stated herein

are subject to amendment by Executive Order.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused

to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Hawai'i.

DONE at the State Capitol, Honoluly
State of Hawai', this _ & 9re"

EIL ABERCROMBIE
Governor of Hawai

Attorney General
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1. DATE ISSUED:
09/14/2011

2. PROGRAM CFDA: 93.505

3. SUPERSEDES AWARD NOTICE dated:

except that any additions or restrictions previously imposed remain in effect unless specifically rescinded.

4a. AWARD NO.:
1 X02MC23128-01-00

4b. GRANT NO.:
X02MC23128

5. FORMER
GRANT NO.:

6. PROJECT PERIOD:

FROM: 09/30/2011 THROUGH: 09/29/2013

7. BUDGET PERIOD:

FROM: 09/30/2011 THROUGH: 09/29/2013

AUTHORIZATION (Legislation/Regulation)
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, P.L. 111-148
Social Security Act, Title V, Section 511(b)(42 U.5.C. 701), as amended by
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010
Affordable Care Act, P.L. 111-148
Social Security Act, Title V, Section 511 (42 U.5.C. §701), as amended by
Section 2951 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010
(Public Law 111-148)
Social Security Act, Title V, Section 511 (42 U.5.C. §711), as amended by
Section 2951 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010
(P.L. 111-148).

8. TITLE OF PROJECT (OR PROGRAM): Affordable Care Act (ACA) Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood

lome Visiting Program

9. GRANTEE NAME AND ADDRESS:

STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
1250 Punchbowl! Street
Honolulu, HI 96813-3378

10. DIRECTOR: (PROGRAM DIRECTOR/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR)
Cindy Hirai
STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

741 A Sunset Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816

11.APPROVED BUDGET:(Excludes Direct Assistance)
[X] Grant Funds Only

| 1 Total project costs including grant funds and all other financial

participation

b . Fringe Benefits : $108,998.00
c . Total Personnel Costs : $389 632.00
d. Consultant Costs : $0.00
e . Equipment $0.00
f. Supplies: $29,810.00
g. Travel: $36,167.00
h . Construction/Alteration and Renovation : $0.00
i . Other: $68,960.00
] . Consortium/Contractual Costs : $1,086,869.00
k. Trainee Related Expenses : $0.00
| . Trainee Stipends : $0.00
m . Trainee Tuition and Fees : $0.00
n. Trainee Travel : $0.00
0. TOTAL DIRECT COSTS . $1,611,438.00
p. INDIRECT COSTS (Rate: % of S&GW/TADC) : $61,562.00
q. TOTAL APPROVED BUDGET : $1,673,000.00

i. Less Non-Federal Share: $0.00

il. Federal Share: $1,673,000.00

12. AWARD COMPUTATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
a. Authorized Financial Assistance This Period $1,673,000.00

b. Less Unobligated Balance from Prior Budget Periods

|. Additional Authaority $0.00
il. Offset $0.00
c. Unawarded Balance of Current Year's Funds $0.00
d. Less Cumulative Prior Awards(s) This Budget Period $0.00

e. AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THIS ACTION $1,673,000.00

13. RECOMMENDED FUTURE SUPPORT: (Subject to the availability of
funds and satisfactory progress of project

Not applicable

14. APPROVED DIRECT ASSISTANCE BUDGET:(In lieu of cash)

a. Amount of Direct Assistance $0.00
b. Less Unawarded Balance of Current Year's Funds $0.00
c. Less Cumulative Prior Awards(s) This Budget Period $0.00
d. AMOUNT OF DIRECT ASSISTANCE THIS ACTION $0.00

ALTERNATIVES:
A=Addition B=Deduction C=Cost Sharing or Matching D=0Other

Estimated Program Income: $0.00

15. PROGRAM INCOME SUBJECT TO 45 CFR Part 74.24 OR 45 CFR 92.25 SHALL BE USED IN ACCORD WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

[B ]

16. THIS AWARD IS BASED ON AN APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO, AND AS APPROVED BY HRSA, IS ON THE ABOVE TITLED PROJECT
AND IS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS INCORPORATED EITHER DIRECTLY OR BY REFERENCE IN THE FOLLOWING:

a. The grant program legislation cited above. b. The grant program regulation cited above. ¢. This award notice including terms and conditions, if any, noted below under REMARKS. d. 45 CFR Part 74 or 45
CFR Part 92 as applicable. In the event there are conflicting or otherwise inconsistent policies applicable to the grant, the above order of precedence shall prevail. Acceptance of the grant terms and conditions is
acknowledged by the grantee when funds are drawn or otherwise obtained from the grant payment system.

REMARKS: (Other Terms and Conditions Attached [ X]Yes []No)

Electronically signed by Dorothy Kelley , Grants Management Officer on : 09/14/2011

17. OBJ. CLASS: 41.45

18. CRS-EIN.:
1986000449A4

19. FUTURE RECOMMENDED FUNDING: $0.00

11 - 3895600

$1.673,000.00
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NOTICE OF GRANT AWARD (Continuation Sheet) Date Issued: 9/14/2011 8:42:15 AM

HRSA Electronic Handbooks (EHBs) Registration Requirements

The Project Director of the grant (listed on this NGA) and the Authorizing Official of the grantee organization are required to register (if not
already registered) within HRSA's Electronic Handbooks (EHBs). Registration within HRSA EHBs Is required only once for each user for each
organization they represent. To complete the registration quickly and efficiently we recommend that you note the 10-digit grant number from box
4b of this NGA. After you have completed the initial registration steps (i.e.,created an individual account and associated it with the correct
grantee organization record), be sure to add this grant to your portfolio. This registration in HRSA EHBs Is required for submission of
noncompeting continuation applications. In addition, you can also use HRSA EHBs to perform other activities such as updating addresses,
updating emalil addresses and submitting certain deliverables electronically. Visit https://grants.hrsa.goviwebexternal/login.asp to use the
system. Additional help Is available online and/or from the HRSA Call Center at 877-Go4-HRSA/877-464-4772;301-998-7373.

Terms and Conditions

Failure to comply with the special remarks and condition(s) may result in a draw down restriction being placed on your Payment
Management System account or denial of future funding.

Grant Specific Condition(s)

1. Due Date: Within 30 Days of Award Issue Date
Submission of a Bio Sketch/Resume for the EBHV Project Director.

2. Due Date: Within 30 Days of Award Issue Date
Submission of a copy of the the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement reflecting 15.8%.

Grant Specific Term(s)

1. Requirements for CCR:

Unless your entity is exempt from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, it 1s iIncumbent upon you, as the recipient, to maintain the
accuracy/currency of your information in the CCR until the end of the project. Additionally, this term requires your entity to review and update
the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently if required by changes in your information or another award

term.
Requirements for DUNS numbers:
If you are authorized to make subawards under this award, you :

- Must notify potential subrecipients that no entity may receive a subaward from you unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.
- May not make a subaward to an entity unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.

2. As required by the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109-282), as amended by section 6202 of Public
Law 110-252, recipients must report information for each subaward of $25,000 or more in Federal funds and executive total compensation
as outlined in Appendix Ato 2 CFR Part 170 (http:/mww.hrsa.gov/grants/ffata.html). Subawards to individuals are exempt from these

requirements.

3. An approved performance measurement system and data collection plan must be in place prior to program implementation. The grantee is
expected to work with the Health Resources and Services Administration on an ongoing basis throughout the grant period to complete the
development of operationally defined performance measures for each benchmark area and the specification of data collection processes in

order to support program accountability and future ongoing quality improvement.

Attendance at a two to three day, federally-initiated grantee meeting Is required.

Standard Term(s)

1. All discretionary awards issued by HRSA on or after October 1, 2006, are subject to the HHS Grants Policy Statement (HHS GPS) unless
otherwise noted in the Notice of Award (NoA). Parts | through Ill of the HHS GPS are currently available at
ftp:/fftp.hrsa.gov/grants/hhsgrantspolicystatement.pdf. Please note that the Terms and Conditions explicitly noted in the award and the HHS

GPS are In effect.

2. The HHS Appropriations Act requires that when issuing statements, press releases, requests for proposals, bid solicitations, and other
documents describing projects or programs funded in whole or in part with Federal money, all grantees receiving Federal funds, including but

not limited to State and local governments, shall clearly state the percentage of the total costs of the program or project which will be financed
with Federal money, the dollar amount of Federal funds for the project or program, and percentage and a dollar amount of the total costs of
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NOTICE OF GRANT AWARD (Continuation Sheet) Date Issued: 9/14/2011 8:42:15 AM

the project or program that will be financed by nongovernmental sources.

3. Recipients and sub-recipients of Federal funds are subject to the strictures of the Medicare and Medicaid anti-kickback statute (42 U.S.C.
1320a - 7b(b) and should be cognizant of the risk of criminal and administrative liability under this statute, specifically under 42 U.S5.C. 1320
/b(b) lllegal remunerations which states, in part, that whoever knowingly and willfully: (A) Solicits or receives (or offers or pays) any

remuneration (Including kickback, bribe, or rebate) directly or indirectly, overtly or covertly, in cash or in kind, in return for referring (or to
Induce such person to refer) an individual to a person for the furnishing or arranging for the furnishing of any item or service, OR (B) In retum
for purchasing, leasing, ordering, or recommending purchasing, leasing, or ordering, or to purchase, lease, or order, any goods, facility,

services, or item ....For which payment may be made in whole or in part under subchapter XllI of this chapter or a State health care program,

shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than $25,000 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or
both.

4. ltems that require prior approval from the awarding office as indicated in 45 CFR Part 74.25 [Note: 74.25 (d) HRSA has not walved cost-
related or administrative prior approvals for recipients unless specifically stated on this Notice of Grant Award] or 45 CFR Part 92.30 must
be submitted in writing to the Grants Management Officer (GMO). Only responses to prior approval requests signed by the GMO are
considered valid. Grantees who take action on the basis of responses from other officials do so at their own risk. Such responses will not be
considered binding by or upon the HRSA.

In addition to the prior approval requirements identified in Part 74.25, HRSA requires grantees to seek prior approval for significant
rebudgeting of project costs. Significant rebudgeting occurs when, under a grant where the Federal share exceeds $100,000, cumulative
transfers among direct cost budget categories for the current budget period exceed 25 percent of the total approved budget (inclusive of
direct and indirect costs and Federal funds and required matching or cost sharing) for that budget period or $250,000, whichever is less. For
example, under a grant in which the Federal share for a budget period is $200,000, if the total approved budget is $300,000, cumulative
changes within that budget period exceeding $75,000 would require prior approval). For recipients subject to 45 CFR Part 92, this
requirementis in lieu of that in 45 CFR 92.30(c)(1)(11) which permits an agency to require prior approval for specified cumulative transfers
within a grantee's approved budget. [Note, even If a grantee's proposed rebudgeting of costs falls below the significant rebudgeting threshold
iIdentified above, grantees are still required to request prior approval, if some or all of the rebudgeting reflects either a change in scope, a
proposed purchase of a unit of equipment exceeding $25,000 (if not included in the approved application) or other prior approval action
iIdentified In Parts 74.25 and 92.30 unless HRSA has specifically exempted the grantee from the requirement(s).]

5. Payments under this award will be made available through the DHHS Payment Management System (PMS). PMS is administered by the

Division of Payment Management, Financial Management Services, Program Support Center, which will forward instructions for obtaining
payments. Inquiries regarding payments should be directed to: ONE-DHHS Help Desk for PMS Supportat 1-877-614-5533 or
PMSSupport@psc.hhs.gov. For additional information please visit the Division of Payment Management Website at www.DPM.PSC.GOV.

6. The DHHS Inspector General maintains a toll-free hotline for receiving information concerning fraud, waste, or abuse under grants and
cooperative agreements. Such reports are kept confidential and callers may decline to give their names if they choose to remain anonymous.

Contact: Office of Inspector General, Department of Health and Human Services, Attention: HOTLINE, 330 Independence Avenue Southwest,
Cohen Building, Room 5140, Washington, D. C. 20201, Emall: Htips@os.dhhs.gov or Telephone: 1-800-447-8477 (1-800-HHS-TIPS).

7. Submit audits, If required, in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, to: Federal Audit Clearinghouse Bureau of the Census 1201 East 10th
Street Jefferson, IN 47132 PHONE: (310) 457-1551, (800)253-0696 toll free http://harvester.census.gov/sac/facconta.htm

8. EO 13166, August 11, 2000, requires recipients receiving Federal financial assistance to take steps to ensure that people with limited

English proficiency can meaningfully access health and social services. A program of language assistance should provide for effective
communication between the service provider and the person with limited English proficiency to facilitate participation in, and meaningful

access 1o, services. The obligations of recipients are explained on the OCR website at http://Mmww.hhs.gov/ocr/lep/revisedlep.html.

9. This award Is subject to the requirements of Section 106 (g) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,as amended (22 U.S5.C. 7104).
For the full text of the award term, go to http:./mww.hrsa.gov/grants/trafficking.htm. If you are unable to access this link, please contact the
Grants Management Specialist identified in this Notice of Grant Award to obtain a copy of the Term.

Reporting Requirement(s)

1. Due Date: 10/01/2012
Submit a progress report on data collection efforts for each of the six benchmark areas, which would include an update of all data collected

on all constructs within each benchmark area including definitions of what constitutes improvement, sources of data for each measure

utilized, challenges encountered during data collection efforts, and steps taken to overcome them. Grantees should refer to the Funding
Opportunity Announcement for further information on this reporting requirement.

2. Due Date: 01/30/2014

The grantee must submit a Federal Financial Report (FFR) no later than January 30, 2014. The report should reflect cumulative reporting
within the project period and must be submitted using the Electronic Handbooks (EHBs).
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NOTICE OF GRANT AWARD (Continuation Sheet) Date Issued: 9/14/2011 8:42:15 AM

Failure to comply with these reporting requirements will result in deferral or additional restrictions of future funding decisions.

Contacts

NGA Email Address{es):

Barbara Yamashita ~ |Point of Contact | | barbara.yamashita@doh.hawali.gov
Loretta J Fuddy Authorizing Official loretta.fuddy@doh.hawaii.gov
Cindy Hiral Program Director cindy.hirai@doh.hawaii.gov

Note: NGA emailed to these address(es)

Program Contact:

For assistance on programmatic issues, please contact Penny Kyler at:
MailStop Code: Home Visiting

HRSA/MCHB/DCAFH

90 7th St

FL 8

San Francisco, CA, 94103-6709

Email: pkyler@hrsa.gov

Phone: (415)437-8566

Fax: (415)443-7664

Division of Grants Management Operations:

For assistance on grant administration issues, please contact Mickey Reynolds at
MailStop Code: 11-03

HRSA/OFAM/DGMO

5600 Fishers Lane

RM 11A-16

Rockville, MD, 20857-0001

Email: mreynolds@hrsa.gov

Phone: (301)443-0724

Fax: (301)594-4073

Page 4
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Letters of Support

Early Learning Council (State Advisory Council)

Hawain Early Intervention Coordinating Council (HEICC)

Early Learning Intermediary Organizations (12)
The Head Start Association of Hawaii1 and Outer Pacific (HSAH-OP)
Hawai1 State Head Start Collaboration Office (HSCO)
Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC)
Hawaii1 P-20 Partnerships for Education - P-3
PATCH (People Attentive To Children of Hawaii) Child Care Resource & Referral
Hawaii1 Association for the Education of Young Children (HAEYC)
Hawai Careers With Young Children (HCYC)
Childcare Business Coalition (CBC)
Eleu Native Hawaitian Early Childhood Roundtable
Good Beginnings Alliance (GBA)
Hawai1 Baptist Early Education Association
Kia'l ka 'tke
Congressional, State and County Leaders (10)
Hawaii State Congressional Leaders
Oftice of the Lieutenant Governor
Hawai1 State Legislature
Hawai1 Council of Mayors (HCOM)
Hawai1 Board of Education
Workforce Development Council
Department of Defense
Department of Business Economic Development & Tourism
Governor's Coordinator On Homelessness
Hawai1 State Library System
Educational and Comprehensive Health Partners (24)
Aloha United Way
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
Calvin Sia, M.D.
Catholic Charities Hawaii
Child & Family Service (CFS)
Easter Seals Hawaii
Girl Scouts of Hawaii
Hawai1 Association of Independent Schools (HAIS)
Hawai1 Charter School Review Panel (CSRP)
Hawai1 Charter Schools Network (HCSN)
Hawaii1 Educational Policy Center (HEPC)
Hawaii Institute for Public Aftairs (HIPA)
Hawai1 Primary Care Association (HPCA)
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Hui for Excellence in Education (HE'E)
KCAA Preschools of Hawaii
Mau1 United Way
Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL)
Partners 1n Development Foundation (2 Letters)
PHOCUSED
Read to Me International
Special Parent Information Network (SPIN)
The Finance Project
The Learning Coalition
YMCA of Honolulu
Foundations (7)
Atherton Family Foundation
Consuelo Foundation
Hawaii Community Foundation
Keiki Funders Network of Hawati
Omidyar Family Enterprises
Samuel N. & Mary Castle
W K. Kellogg Foundation
Post Secondary Institutions (5)
Chaminade Unmiversity of Honolulu
University of Hawaii - Center on Disability Studies
University of Hawaii - Center on the Family
University of Hawaii - Curriculum Research & Development Group
University of Phoenix
Native Hawaiian Focused Trusts and Organizations (6)
'Aha Punana Leo

ALU LIKE, Inc.
Institute for Native Pacific Education and Culture (INPEACE)
Kamehameha Schools
Native Hawaiian Education Council (NHEC)
Queen Liliuokalani Children's Center
Business Organizations (5)
Economic Development Alliance of Hawail (EDAH)
Hawai1 Bankers Association (HBA)
Hawai1 Business Roundtable
Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
Unions (3)
Hawai1 Government Employees Association (HGEA)
Hawai State Teachers Association (HSTA)
The Pacific Resource Partnership
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HAWAI'l EARLY INTERVENTION

COORDINATING COUNCIL
1350 South King Street Suite 200 Honolulu, Hawai‘1 96814

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor, State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawai‘1 96813

Dear Governor Abercrombie,

I am writing to express the strong support of our HAWAI'l FARLY INTERVENTION
COORDINATING COUNCIL (HEICC) for Hawaii’s application to the U.S. Department

of Education for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant.

The HEICC advises and assists the Director of Health 1n the 1) identification of the
sources of fiscal and other support for services for early intervention programs, 2)
assignment of fiscal responsibility to the approprniate agency, 3) promotion of interagency
agreements, and 4) preparation of applications and amendments. The HEICC also
advises and assists the Department of Education regarding the transition of toddlers with
disabilities to preschool and other appropriate services.

We understand that Hawaii’s Early Learning Challenge application proposes a
collaborative and systematic approach to addressing five critical areas of reform: (1)
enhancing the integration and coordination of programs, policies, and services (in part
through establishment of a Hawai‘1 State Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing
and implementing a tiered quality rating and improvement system based on demanding
statewide program standards, (3) improving early learning and development outcomes,
with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the size and quality of the early
childhood education workforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and progress (mainly
through a validated assessment at entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal data system
connected to the state‘s P-20 system).

The HEICC would like to support this application because of its commitment to the
thousands of families in Hawai‘1 who have young children with disabilities. The council
1s committed to assisting in the goal of increasing access to high quality programs for
these children and families. We look forward to collaborating to ensure awareness and
support of the grants goals. We will do whatever we can to assist 1in training and
communication of parents and professionals in the development of a comprehensive
system for birth to five year olds.

We look forward to continued productive collaboration in improving the quality and
accessibility of Hawaii’s early learning and development systems so all of our children,
including those with high needs, are ready to succeed 1n school and 1n life when they
enter kindergarten.

Sincerel
Sigeerely.
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ET N

- Debbi Amaral

MEO Head Start
99 Maha&aﬂ | Street
Wailuku, HI 96793
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The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor, State of Hawaii
Executive Chambers, State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Fam.liy suppmt services m over 3 2@0 pregnam W{Jmem mfants, tﬂddiﬁrs, preschmlem and thmr famlhes The
mle fzaf tha HSC: is m prtwde a pmnt @f mntact. re Hmd Startﬂmiated msues am:i Sewmes m dwei-:and

high needs {ii-} enhancmg thE S’IZE ancl qualsf;;i*:ﬂf the eariy chﬂdhmd educatmn Wﬁrkmrce énd (5} measurmg
putcomes and progress (main ythmugh a validated assessment at entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal
data system connected to the state’s P-20 system).

-reﬁ::srm agenda gaaig mc!uded in tms apimatmm mciudmg makmg specmc RTT abgﬁctwes the agenda mftha
Early Learning Council {Smte Advisory Council}’s Direct Services Sub-Committee which includes public and

;;_-rwate re;:aresentatwn Thmugh its membership ona number ﬂf&ﬂﬂ}" childhmd admmy munmis and wark

E.ea.rmng and devempmmt system fﬁl‘ a” Gf Our }mung kmkag éSpémaﬂy th'@se wath hzgh needs

Sincerely,

Chris S. Jackson * N
Head Start Collaboration Director




Special Education
Advisory Council

Ms. I

Ms.

Ivalee Sinclair, Chair

Martha Guinan, Vice

Chair
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Ms. §

Sue Brown

‘Mr. Robert Campbell,

Liaison to the Superintendent

Ms.
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Deborah Cheeseman
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Dr. David Fray
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SEAC
Special Education Advisory Council
919 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 101
Honolulu, HI 96814
Phone: 586-8126 Fax: 586-8129
email: spin@doh.hawaii.gov

September 26, 2011

Honolulu Hawau 968 13
Dear Governor Abercrombie,

The Special Education Adwsory Cou n-c il -(SEAC’) Hawaiifi"-*s- State
Advisory Panel under Part B o

Educanen Act (IIEA) would hke to EKPI’ESS our strong support of

on a W1de varlety of specml educatlon and related 1ssues. Among our
j_pnmary tasks are adwsmg the lepartment Of Educatltn on the unmet

.Annual Perfe:)rmance Report process Three of these 1nd1cators focus
on preschool children with disabilities—preschool outcomes, least
restrictive environments for 3-5 year olds and timely transitions from
early intervention to preschool. '

:dlsablhtles and oth@r chll::ren at hlgh rls.k, of leammg dlfﬁcultles lt does
s0, in part by pmwdmg trmmng and too_ls t@ quahty ea.rly chﬂdhmd

:that early c.hlldhmod educators w1ll have greater ﬂemblhty to meet the

unique needs of students with dlsablhtle-s or students who are at risk of

disabilities.
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Gv;wemor le Abercramhle

Ivalee Sinclair
Chair
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September 29, 201 |

'Hﬂnﬂil._uzlui H-a_w_asl. | -9 68 -I_ _3

Dear Governor Abercrombie;

f:n behalf of Hawat i P 20 Partneirshlps for Educatmn we are wr:tmg tc::n express our stmng

( ;s: early |earmng
?mitlatwe Hawa 1 Pm3 we are strengthenmg the eariy chlldhmad component of the educatu:m

a tuared qu t}f ratmg a,nd lmprwement system based on strmgent statew;de program
standards; (3) improving early learning and development outcomes, with a focus on children
wath h:gh needs, (4) enhancmg the size and quaht}r -f the early -childhocd educattcm workforce

income areas; a.nd (3) suPpmr‘tmg the grant xmplementatton throu_gh cc:.nntmued collaboratlan andi
work group membership with partnering agencies.

TUNIVERSITY OF HAWAF » S%NCM i3 MIMEW ﬁ..ﬁ hf- £
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Karen C. Lee
Executive Director




PATCH

Supporting Hawail’s Child Care Needs

Oahu - Main Office
650 lwilei Road
Suite 205
Honolulu, HI 96817-5318
Tel (808) 839-1988
Fax (808) 839-1799
www.PatchHawail.org

Preschool Open Doors
650 lwilei Road

Suite 205 |

Honoluiu, HI 96817-5318
Tel (808) 791-2130

Fax (808) 839-1799
Toll-Free 1-800-746-5620

Maui

95 Mahalani Street

Suite 28-2A

Wailuku, HI 96793-2274
Tel (808) 242-9232

Fax (808) 242-4672

Kaual

4485 Pahe'e Street
Suite 124

Lihue, HI 96766-1335
Tel (808) 246-0622
Fax (808) 246-0069

East Hawail

305 Wailuku Drive
Suite 4

Hilo, HI 96720-2437
Tel (808) 961-2020
Fax (808) 935-7867

West Hawaii

79-7393 Mamalahoa Hwy.
Unit 4A

Kealakekua, HlI 96750-7/928
Tel (808) 322-3500

Fax (808) 322-0100

Member of:

National Association

of Child Care Resources
Aloha United Way

Kauai United Way |
Hawaii Island United Way
Better Business Bureau
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- _ October 5, 2011
The Honorable Ame Duncan, Secretary '

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius,

I am wrnting to express the unwavering support from PATCH — People
Attentive to Children, for Hawaii’s application to the U.S. Department of
Education for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge grant.

PATCH 1s Hawai1’s only statewide child care resource and referral agency
with offices in Honolulu, Kauai, Mawm, Hilo and Kona. We have been
helping families find child care and balance the needs of home and work
since 1976. Each year we assist over 10,000 families 1n their quest for
quality, affordable child care 1n Hawaii. We are also dedicated to
improving the child care sector by recruiting and training people to become
child care professionals. Nearly 3,000 people take the hundreds of free
classes we offer each year in the area of early childhood education and care.
We also offer individual technical support for child care professionals,

especially those who work with children of special needs and children of
military families.

We understand that Hawaii’s Early Learning Challenge application
proposes a collaborative and systematic approach to addressing five critical
areas of reform: (1) enhancing the integration and coordination of
programs, policies, and services (in part through establishment of a Hawai
State Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing and implementing a
tiered quality rating and improvement system based on demanding
statewide program standards, (3) improving early learning and development
outcomes, with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the size
and quality of the early childhood education workforce, and (5) measuring
outcomes and progress (mainly through a validated assessment at entry to

kindergarten and a longitudinal data system connected to the state‘s P-20
system).

PATCH stands ready to commit its resources toward these five areas of
reform. Many of our staff have been and will continue to be engaged
workgroup members. PATCH has already been an active partner for the

- last year 1n the development of a tiered quality rating and improvement
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PATCH

supporting Hawaii's Child Care Needs

Oahu - Main Office

650 lwilei Road

Suite 205

Honolulu, HI 96817-5318
Tel (808) 839-1988

Fax (808) 839-1799
www.PatchHawaii.org

Preschool Open Doors
650 Iwilei Road

Suite 205

Honolulu, Hl 96817-5318
Tel (808) 791-2130

Fax (808) 839-1799
Toll-Free 1-800-746-5620

Maui

95 Mahalani Street

Suite 28-2A

Wailuku, HI 96793-2274
Tel (808) 242-9232

Fax (808) 242-4672

Kauai
4485 Pahe'e Street

Suite 124

Lihue, HI 96766-1335
Tel (808) 246-0622
Fax (808) 246-0069

East Hawail

305 Wailuku Drive
Suite 4

Hilo, HI 96720-2437
Tel (808) 961-2020
Fax (808) 935-7867

West Hawalili

79-7393 Mamalahoa Hwy.

Unit 4A

Kealakekua, Hl 96750-7928

Tel (808) 322-3500
Fax (808) 322-0100

Member of:

National Association

of Child Care Resources
Aloha United Way

Kauai United Way

Hawaii Island United Way
Better Business Bureau
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system for family child care providers on behalf of the Department of
Human Services. Through our many programs, we have specifically
supported children with high needs, including those with developmental
delays or those from poverty and/or military households. We have also
supported those very same children toward the transition to Kindergarten by
offering a subsidized preschool experience.

We look forward to continued productive collaboration in improving the
quality and accessibility of Hawaii’s early learning and development
systems so all of our children, including those with high needs, are ready to
succeed 1n school and 1n life when they enter kindergarten.

Yours truly,

Katy Chen

Executive Director
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Hawai‘i Careers with Young Children (H]’f“?YC)

Workforce and Professional Development System Building Collaborative

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
waemm‘ 'Stat@ cf Hawaii

_gamthe knc}wledge and Skllls they need to prlwde qual}ty’ services m Chlidren and famﬂles and,.
| , HCYC was funded by Kamehameha Schools to develop a
-plan ‘t(fs brmg the e-"{ls-‘tmﬁ componen‘ts of a workforce and professional development system

- Dﬂeﬂler mm a f@rmal S}fstem as wel}. as dwel@p £m5 1mplemem new comonents . In 2010,

%ystems (CAES.Q??OES) was estab-hshed _
‘We understand that Hawaii’s Early Learning ;fji:-QhaHﬂngﬁ application proposes a
-mllab@mtwe and 5} stematw apmach m addmssmg ﬁm (:::nhcai dreas @f refarm (1) enhancing

-_pr.gmm Standm ds (3) 1mpmwng eaﬂy lem‘mng and development outwmes Wl‘th a fwus on
chlldren Wlth hlgh needg (4) enhancmfﬂ' the Slze and quﬂ.hty Of theearly chﬂdhood educatlon

werkfoma mmp@nems n the 1mplemmﬂatmn Gf tha.,f RTTT Ura:nt that erﬁlame the size and
quality of the ECE workforce.

We look forward to continued productive collaboration in improving the quality and
as:@e:;‘?,51hﬂl_ﬁ_z; Uf H:m ml S t?:ﬂﬂ% lmmmg &nd dm emsmem sxfstems so al.l Gf Our chﬂdmn

| 1, Projes ---ff'f:?;.;-aﬂa@ez;’ Facilitator and
;f hﬁ Hawa;u Careers with Young Children Steering Team

PP PP PP Tt




The Cole Academy
The Hawai'i Baptist
Farly Education

Association

KCAA Preschools
of Hawai'i

Kama'aing Kids
Rainbow Schools
Seaqull Schools

Waianae Coast Early
Childhood Services

Ligison:
Christing Cox
2707 So. King St.
Honolulu, HI

96826
(808) 941-9414

cc:ox@kcaapreschods.org
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CHILDCARE BUSINESS COALITION

Committed to Quali’cy Fducation

September 30, 2011

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius:

The Childcare Business Coalition (CBC) would like to express our support for Hawaii’s
application to the U.S. Department of Education for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
grant.

Our members serve 4,600 children in 65 licensed centers statewide, and provide quality early
cducation and care to more than 40% of the Child Care and Development Fund-funded children
enrolled 1n center-based care in Hawaii. We understand the importance of providing high need
children with a quality early learning experience and are excited about the opportunities that the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant would bring to our State, to our programs and
staff, and to the children and families that we serve. As a member organization of the Early Care
and Education Consortium, an alliance of America’s leading national, regional and independent
providers, we work at the local, State and national level to promote quality center-based care.
Hawaii's Early Learnming Challenge application proposes a collaborative and systematic approach to
addressing five critical areas of reform and ultimately including the establishment of a Hawaii State
Department of Early Childhood. The Childcare Business Coalition supports this effort.

CBC member organizations have a long history of working in partnership with the State
Department of Human Services (DHS) on a variety of imitiatives to better serve high need children
and their famulies and look forward to the opportunity to work with DHS, the State Department of
Education and the Governor’s Office to improve outcomes for high need children.

Sincerely,

Christina Cox
LL1aison

6754

Pl
Pt

156C Hamakua Drive Kailua, Haw
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9/28/2011

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie

Governor, State of Hawaii
Executive Chambers, State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawan 96813

Dear Governor Abercrombie,

We are writing to express the strong support of our ‘Eleu Roundtable for Hawaii’s application to
the U.S. Department of Education for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge grant.

‘Eleu 1s a consortium of Native Hawaiian early childhood organizations that come together on a
monthly basis to ensure that "services are being provided where needed". The group shares best
practices, to collaborate and share resources so that limited funds are best utilized and leveraged.
‘Eleu 1s a voluntary gathering of agencies that currently include: ‘Aha Punana Leo, ALU LIKE,
the Institute for Native Pacific Education and Culture (INPEACE), Keiki O Ka Aina Family
Learning Centers (KOKA), Na Kamalei- KEEP, and Partners in Development (PID). Together,
‘Eleu provides family child interactive programs (FCILP) across the state to thousands of
children and their parents/caregivers, offering high quality, innovative and culturally sensitive
programs. Having convened for more than 6 years as ‘Eleu and for several more before formally
deciding to become an entity, ‘Eleu has presented collectively at the national level, offered an
opinion editorial for print, put on a conference for statf, developed standards and guidelines
(with the 1ntent to be nationally accredited), agreed upon common assessment tools and are
currently looking 1into a umiversal registration form and common database for all agencies.

We understand that Hawaii’s Early Learning Challenge application proposes a collaborative and
systematic approach to addressing five cnitical areas of reform: (1) enhancing the integration and
coordination of programs, policies, and services (1n part through establishment of a Hawan State
Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing and implementing a tiered quality rating and
improvement system based on demanding statewide program standards, (3) improving early
learning and development outcomes, with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the
size and quality of the early childhood education worktforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and
progress (mainly through a validated assessment at entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal data
system connected to the state‘s P-20 system).

‘Eleu 1s committed to work with the state of Hawaii to address the five critical areas of reform.
Building a solid foundation at the Early Education level will improve the entire educational
system of Hawai1. We thoroughly support this application.
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We look forward to continued productive collaboration in improving the quality and accessibility
of Hawait’s early learning and development systems so all of our children, including those with
high needs, are ready to succeed 1n school and in life when they enter kindergarten.

Sincerely,
‘Eleu (Native Hawaiian Early childhood Round Table)
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--------------- W VoicesFor HawaiVs Children

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius, September 27, 2011

As Executive Director of Good Beginnings Alliance (GBA), Hawait’s leading policy and
advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring young children are sate, healthy and ready to
succeed, 1 strongly support the Hawaii’s application tor the U.S. Department of Education’s
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTTT-ELC) competition.

(GBA has been a long-time leader tor a comprehensive quality early childhood system tor
Hawaii, and we are very excited about this tremendous opportunity. We helped pioneer the
Hawai'1 State School Readiness Assessment (HSSRA) that has provided an annual measurement
of schools ready to recerve students and students ready to succeed in school since School Year
2004-2005. This assessment offers an excellent starting point for the development of a
Kindergarten Entry Assessment for all of Hawaii’s public school students. We are also
supporting the State Department of Education’s implementation ot the early childhood learning
component of its RTTT reform etforts.

Thanks to the generous tunding from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, GBA 1s part of the P-3
programs working to align K-3 programs with their early education partners. GBA’s role 1s to
lead the public will campaign (Be My Voice Hawaii) that will convince citizens and the
Legislature of the critical need to tund a comprehensive quality early childhood system. The P-
3 Demonstration Sites have made great gains, and these evidence-based models will be
replicable statewide and align well with Hawair’s RTTT-ELC efforts

RTTT-ELC tunding will ofter Hawaii the much-needed investment in early education as a
connection to the K-12 public school system, leading to children entering kindergarten ready to
succeed. We are delighted to partner with our state to ensure success for our children.

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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Kia‘ika'ik

“The Knowledge 1s Guided”
The Director’s Association of the State of Hawail

September 29, 2011

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor, State of Hawaii
Executive Chambers, State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawani 96813

Dear Governor Abercrombie,

[ am writing to express the strong support of our Kia' I ka'ike Directors Group for Hawaii’s
application to the U.S, Department of Education for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

grant.

Kia’l ka 'ike 1s an organization of professionals who care for children, youth, and their families.
Established in 1999, Kia’i ka 'ike provides professional development opportunities for directors
and leadership of early care and education programs. Educational opportunities, networking and
support, resource collaboration, and advocacy are offered where members share their knowledge

and experiences,

We understand that Hawaii’s Early Learning Challenge application proposes a collaborative and
systematic approach to addressing five critical areas of reform: (1) enhancing the integration and
coordination of programs, policies, and services (in part through establishment of a Hawaii State
Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing and implementing a tiered quality ratmg and
improvement system based on demanding statewide program standards, (3) improving carly
learning and development outcomes, with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the
size and quality of the early childhood education workforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and
progress (mainly through a validated assessment at entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal data

system connected to the state‘s P-20 system).

Providing quality education for young children 1s of the utmost important in today’s world. The
community needs the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge funds. Kia’l ka "tke supports
this application and will contribute to the grant implementation. Our members participate in
workgroups and partnerships. We have hosted several meetings informing directors on
coordinating their programs with the quality initiatives. We advocate for collaboration and
integration of services for positive outcomes for children. Kia I ka 1ke’s goal and purpose 1s to
cultivate diversity and enhance the quality of life for children and families by providing
professional development opportunities. A quality workforce is the key to a quality program.

PO Box 240878, Honolulu, HI 96824
Tel: (808)735-3197 Fax: (808)737-9833 www . kiaikaike.org

info(@kiaikaike.org
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Page 2 o1 2

Kia I ka ike supports the grant and look forward to continued productive collaboration in
improving the quality and accessibility of Hawaii’s early learning and development systems so
all of our children, including those with high needs, are ready to succeed in school and in life

when they enter kindergarten.

Sincerely,

Jglyn€ Arasaki
“hairperson
Kia 1 ka ike Directors Group
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Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 6, 2011
The Honorable Arne Duncan The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary Secretary
U.S. Department of Education U.S. Department of Health and Human
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. Services
Washington, DC 20202 200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201
Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius,

We would like to congratulate you for your foresight and collaboration in
developing the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge program and providing
states with the opportunity to compete for substantial funding to enhance their early
childhood learning and development systems. Hawaii is among the states applying,
and we believe that the investment of Early Learning Challenge funds in Hawaii will
lead to real and sustainable progress. Hawaii’s diverse cultural traditions place
special value on nurturing children, so the people of Hawaii are naturally highly
supportive of efforts on behalf of young children. In addition, our new Governor,
former Member of Congress Neil Abercrombie, has identified early childhood
education as one of the top policy priorities for his administration. As Governor
Abercrombie has remarked, “Our values are clear: in Hawaii, we put children first.
We have always felt an obligation to future generations and we act on that
obligation even when that means sacrificing something today.”

The State of Hawaii’s commitment is underlined by the Governor’s recent
appointment of Ms. Terry Lock as his Early Childhood Coordinator, a Cabinet-
level leadership position within his own office. The Coordinator will advise the
Governor about sound early childhood programs and policies, coordinate efforts
across departments, and promote public-private partnerships. The goal is to lay the
groundwork for the eventual creation of a Hawaii State Department of Early
Childhood that will help ensure resources and services are well coordinated and

effectively directed towards supporting children, especially those with high needs, to
enter Kindergarten ready to learn and succeed in life.

We are therefore confident that Early Learning Challenge funding for Hawaii will
lead to success in addressing the five key areas of reform proposed in the State’s
grant application: (1) enhancing the integration and coordination of programs,
policies, and services (in part through the establishment of a Department of Early
Childhood), (2) designing and implementing a tiered quality rating and
improvement system based on consistent and demanding statewide program
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standards, (3) improving early learning and development outcomes, with a focus on
children with high needs, (4) enhancing the size and quality of the early childhood
education workforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and progress (mainly through a
validated assessment at entry to kindergarten).

In closing, we want to reiterate our support for Hawaii’s Early Learning Challenge
application and hope you will give full and appropriate consideration to Hawaii in
this competition. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Aloha,
/ |
DANML K. INOUYE DANIEL K. AKAKA
United States ator United States Senator
MAZIE K. HIRONO | COLLEEN\HANABUSA

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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October 3, 2011

The Honorable Ame Duncan, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Ave., S'W.

Washington, DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. S W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius,

As Mayors of the four Counties of the State of Hawai1, we wish to declare our strong
support for Hawaii’s application for Race To The Top — Early Learning Challenge funding from
the U.S. Department of Education. We believe that the ambitious goals 1n this proposal are both
feasible and necessary for substantially increasing the proportion of children, especially those
with high needs, who enter kindergarten ready to learn and succeed in life. This initiative 1s 1n
tune with the traditional cultural values shared throughout the Hawaiian Islands that give highest
priority to caring for and nurturing our keiki (the Hawaiian word for children).

With Early Learning Challenge funding, Hawai1 will be able to accelerate 1ts progress in
addressing the following key areas of reform for 1ts early childhood learning and development
systems: (1) enhancing the integration and coordination of programs, policies, and services (in
part through establishment of a Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing and
implementing a tiered quality rating and improvement system based on consistent and
demanding statewide program standards, (3) improving early learning and development
outcomes, with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the size and quality of the
early childhood education workforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and progress (mainly through
a validated assessment at entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal data system connected with the
state‘s P-20 system).

Taking the long range view, we see early childhood systemic reform as an essential
component of Hawaii’s efforts to create a highly educated workforce through lifelong learning.
Our shared vision 1s to build a knowledge-based economy that 1s true to our values and that
generates a living wage for our young people.



APPENDIX PAGE 40

We pledge to do everything 1in our power to support implementation of the high quality
state plan delineated in the application. We harbor no 1llusion that this will be an easy task. We
stand united 1n our desire to have early childhood learning and development systems that will be
the envy of the nation, where excellence 1s expected of and embraced by all. Hawaii’s children
deserve nothing less.

Pepgr Carlisle

Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr:>

Mayor and County of Honolulu Mayor of Kauair County

William P. Kenoi Al an vk~

D QY e -

Mayor of Hawai1 County ayr of Maui C ounty

Arakawa

NMavor Bernard Carvailio, Ji. Mayor Alan Arakawa
County of Hawaii ity and County of Homwlulu County of Kaua'i County of Maw:

Mavor Bily kenoi

Mavor Peter Carlisle

25 Aupuan Street 330 Senth King Sireet- J444 Rice Street 200 South High Street, 97 Floos
Hilo, Hawai*1 96720 Honolulu, Hawai1 96813 Lilnt'e, Hawnit 96766 Wailuku, Hawan 96793
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NEIL ABERCROMBIE MARIAN E. TSUJI

GOVERNOR CHAIRPERSON
JAMES P. HARDWAY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
STATE OF HAWAII
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, SUITE 417
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96813
www.hawall.qov/labor/AWDC
Phone: (808) 586-8672 / Fax: (808) 586-8674

Email: jhardway@hawaii.gov

September 20, 2011
The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
400 Maryland Ave., S.W. 200 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20202 Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius

The Hawan Workforce Development Council (WDC) 1s 1 strong support of Hawaii’s application to the U.S.
Department of Education (USDOE) for the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge grant.

The WDC 1s a private-sector led public agency responsible for advising the Governor on preparing Hawai's
workforce development infrastructure to support economic development and employment opportunities for all. The WDC
1s also the Statewide Workforce Investment Board for purposes of receiving monies under the federal Workforce
Investment Act (WIA) of 1998. The WDC also develops and updates Hawai's comprehensive five-year strategic
workforce investment plans and oversees workforce investment activities in the state.

Hawai's Early Learning Challenge application proposes a collaborative and systematic approach to addressing
five critical arcas of reform: (1) enhancing the integration and coordination of programs, policies, and services (in part
through establishment of a Hawai State Department of Early Childhood), (2) designing and implementing a tiered
quality rating and improvement system based on demanding statewide program standards, (3) improving early learning
and development outcomes, with a focus on children with high needs, (4) enhancing the size and quality of the carly
childhood education workforce, and (5) measuring outcomes and progress (mainly through a validated assessment at
entry to kindergarten and a longitudinal data system connected to the state’s P-20 system).

The WDC strongly encourages the USDOE to consider the Hawai application as it will not only improve the
carly childhood educational system 1n Hawaii, but 1t will also further the workforce development goals of the State of
Hawan. The WDC 1s a strong advocate and partner in the Hawan Department of Education (HIDOE) efforts to design
and adopt a mandatory career and college ready diploma for all public school students. Additionally, the WDC is
currently collaborating with and providing funding to HIDOE etforts to establish a state longitudinal data
system. Further, the WDC 1s committed to assisting in the implementation of this grant through assistance in 1dentifying
and coordinating additional resources, as well as providing outreach to our stakeholders.

The education of our future workforce, especially 1n the arca of early education, 1s of paramount importance to
the members of the WDC and to all stakeholders 1in the workforce development system. We look forward to continued
productive collaboration 1n improving the quality and accessibility of Hawaii’s early learning and development systems
so all of our children, imncluding those with high needs, are ready to succeed 1n school and 1n life when they enter
kindergarten.
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NEIL ABERCROMEIE
GOVERNOR

RICHARD C. LIM

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS,
MARY ALICE EVANS
_ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM =~ ™ eerurvoncomn
No. 1 Capitol District Building, 250 South Hotel Street, 5th Floor, Honolulu, Hawaii 66813 Telephone: {B0O8) 588.2355
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2359, Honoluiy, Hawaii 96804 Fax; {808) 586-2377

Web sile: www. hawaii.gov/dbedt

September 21, 2011

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryiand Avenue, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S V.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretanes Duncan and Sebelius:

As the Director of Business and Economic Development activities in Hawaii, | would like
fo add my strong personal endorsement to the application for the Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge program. The relevance of this program to business and economic
development is both intuitive and quantifiable.

Early care and education (ECE) that provides high quality learning experiences for
Hawall's children, will inevitably lead to better prospects for our economic future. By our
estimates, the ECE industry is similar in size to the number of all building and construction
employment Iin the state, exceeding real estate, crop production and computer system design.

Further, we project a high return on investmenti for early education. |n Hawaii, for every
$1 invested in high quality early childhood learning, we can expect nearly $4.20 in return by
developing a well-prepared citizen and minimizing the need for state and federal social benefits.
At the same time, the ECE industry enables parents to work and to take advantage of
educational opportunities, which further their careers.

surveys of our local business community consistently highlight the need for a better
gualified and trained workforce, suited <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>