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More than 40 national disability and education groups representing higher education, general and special education interests are working together as the National Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Task Force to promote the use of UDL in today’s diverse classrooms. For more information on the Task Force and its members, see www.udl4allstudents.com. 

A key goal of the National UDL Task Force is to encourage the use of UDL principles in assessment design to ensure the accurate measurement of what students know and can do.
UDL is a framework and set of principles that provide flexibility in how information is presented, how students respond or demonstrate knowledge, and how students are engaged in learning. Focused on ensuring that ALL students have equal opportunities to learn and to demonstrate achievement, it reduces barriers in education, including assessment barriers. For more general information on UDL see www.cast.org and www.udlcenter.org. 
In Section 3.2.28 of the Assessment Technology Standards Request for Information, regarding accessibility, the following question is asked: How are issues related to Universal Design for Learning (UDL) relevant to standards for accessible use? Since most of the accessibility questions in this section refer to students with disabilities, we first want to make the point that UDL ensures accessibility for ALL students, including English language learners who are discussed in Section 3.2.29. 
In his letter to Congress about the National Educational Technology Plan Secretary of Education Duncan states that the plan calls for using state-of-the-art technology and Universal Design for Learning (UDL) concepts to enable, motivate, and inspire all students to achieve, regardless of background, languages, or disabilities.

The National Educational Technology Plan contains the following statement: 
Technology allows the development of assessments using Universal Design for Learning principles that make assessments more accessible, effective, and valid for students with greater diversity in terms of disability and English language capability (page 31)
An important element of UDL is the principle that students should be provided multiple means of expression so they can accurately demonstrate their skills and knowledge. Digital assessments will be able to embed many more supports for accessibility than traditional assessments. For example, students who have reading difficulties will not be able to accurately show what they know on a math test that does not support their ability to decode the questions and answers. The ability to use a read-aloud feature removes a barrier for this particular issue. 
In addition, there are students who have comprehension difficulties, which could be disability- or second language-based that would limit their ability to accurately demonstrate their knowledge on a test if the wording is unnecessarily difficult for the construct. A solution in this case might be the use of simpler language and /or a glossary feature to define words that are not part of the vocabulary being tested. These are just two examples of the ways in which the UDL framework, including the principles, guidelines and checkpoints can be used to enhance the physical and cognitive accessibility of assessments without compromising the construct being assessed. See http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/udlguidelines for the specifics of the UDL framework. 
The National UDL Task Force thanks you for the opportunity to provide information on UDL and assessment accessibility through the RFI. In addition, the Task Force is available to participate in future discussions on this issue and would very much appreciate that opportunity. Please contact Ricki Sabia at rsabia@ndss.org if the Task Force members can be of assistance or if you have any further questions. 
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