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The Syracuse City School District, a large, urban district in upstate New York, demonstrates great need for improved library resources and services. The District will use Improving Literacy through School Library funds to implement the SYR: Say Yes to Reading initiative. SYR will target five of the District’s Title I elementary schools, identified as being neediest in terms of poverty, special needs (including limited English proficiency), current library collection and service, and past performance on English language arts assessments. Through SYR, each of the five targeted schools will: 1) acquire up-to-date school library media resources, particularly nonfiction literature that that is rich in diversity, vocabulary and background information; 2) acquire advanced technology, including computers, printers, cameras and Smartboards or projectors, and incorporate their use into the curricula to develop and enhance students’ skills in retrieving and making use of information and in critical thinking; 3) facilitate Internet links and other resource-sharing networks, and launch a campaign to increase use of the District’s Library Links web portal; 4) provide professional development designed to improve literacy in grades K-3 and to improve collaboration among school library media specialists, teachers and administrators; and 5) offer 240 additional hours per year of before- or after-school library service, and provide two evening family events, expanding access to school libraries during non-school hours for students and families.

