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4th and 5th Grades
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S206A080004 University of South Florida---Research Proposal Services division of Sponsored Research

Project Abstract Recognizing Extraordinary Accomplishments of Children (REACH), a four-year project proposed by the Gifted Education Program in the Department of Special Education at the University of South Florida (USF), is designed to address the reading achievement of elementary-school age gifted English Language Learners (ELLs) and students from economically-disadvantaged backgrounds (L-SES) and to increase the representation of ELLs and L-SES learners in the district’s program for intellectually gifted students. 

Project Objectives and Activities The REACH Project seeks to increase parent nominations for the gifted program of students designated as ELLs and those from L-SES backgrounds. Project personnel, district Supervisors in Gifted Education and ESOL, and parents of ELLs will (a) develop culturally-sensitive gifted program recruitment materials, including community forum topics to facilitate dialogue with parents and families of potentially gifted ELL students and those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds; (b) disseminate information and discuss characteristics and unique cultural considerations of giftedness with families of ELLs and L-SES students through forums in project school communities; and (c) monitor referrals, screening, and identification of these special populations of students for gifted programs. Secondly, through this project we aim to identify learners with advanced rates of language acquisition, proficiency, and literacy relative to peers of similar linguistic and socioeconomic backgrounds and use this information as a basis for referring students with accelerated rates to screening for giftedness. To achieve this objective, the project personnel will (a) access district records of reading, language, and achievement scores of grade 3 students in project schools, and (b) analyze student language and literacy scores for rate of growth and level of performance. Additionally, the project will identify learners with nonverbal strengths (90th percentile or higher) as potentially gifted learners in order to further increase the pool of potentially gifted learners to be screened for the gifted program. During this project we will develop the professional knowledge of teachers of ELL and general education related to the characteristics, needs, and education of gifted students from diverse backgrounds. We will also develop teachers’ professional and practical knowledge of reading enrichment (Schoolwide Enrichment Model Reading Framework; SEM-R ) as it relates to gifted student characteristics, needs, and services by (a) training 4th and 5th grade REACH Project 2 

ELL and general-education teachers in gifted education and the reading-enrichment model (SEM-R) during summer sessions. Applicable Priorities This project addresses applicable priorities by seeking to (a) improve the capacity of schools to plan, conduct, and enhance practices for identifying underrepresented gifted students; and (b) assist schools in serving these unique populations of gifted students. Proposed Project Outcomes Through the REACH project, we will increase the representation of ELLs and L-SES students in gifted programs and provide for the increased reading fluency and comprehension of these and other students in treatment schools. Number of Participants to be Served One hundred and five (105) teachers (of 4th and 5th grade general education and ELL students) will receive (a) training in gifted education and (b) training in the SEM-R reading-enrichment model (five teachers of the gifted from treatment schools will also participate in the SEM-R training during year 1). Approximately 3000 students will be included in the reading-enrichment intervention group (approximately 1500 students in grade 4 during year 1; and 1500 students in grade 5 during year 2). Three thousand (3,000) students will comprise the control group (grades 4 and 5). Nonverbal assessments will be administered to all grade 3 students in the 10 project schools. Number and Location of Proposed Sites Ten K-5 elementary schools in Hillsborough County School District (Tampa, Florida), the 8th largest in the country, will be included in the project. An average of 1.7% of the total school population for these sites was identified for gifted programs, and of this small percentage of learners identified, 85% are non-Hispanic and 15% are Hispanic, though the percentage of Hispanic students in project schools ranges from 39% to 79% (mean=50.1%). The ELL population in these schools ranges from 19% to 58% (mean=29%; average of 13% identified as gifted among treatment and control schools), and all project schools are designated as Title I, with more than three-fourths (77.5%) of the students qualifying for free and reduced priced lunches.
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Grantee:


The College of William and Mary – School of Education




City/State:


Williamsburg, VA

Contact:


Michael P. Ludwick

Target Grade Level:

Grades 6-8

Funding:


$370,847 (Year One)
S206A080033 The College of William and Mary---School of Education

ABSTRACT

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 clearly delineates the need for higher standards and more powerful

curriculum interventions in our schools. The difficulty of translating national content standards into effective curriculum models that reach a wide range of learner abilities, particularly those of our top students who come from diverse background, cannot be over-stated. Recent curriculum development initiatives and follow-up studies in gifted education have begun to respond to this void in the primary grades in reading and science, but very little work has examined achievement and attitudes for at-risk, gifted middle school students. An additional problem lies in the lack of fit between middle school and gifted education models. Finally, little research has examined the effectiveness of a “hybrid” model of gifted education; the major components of advanced, differentiated content, combined with the tenets of enrichment and talent development, on at-risk students’ achievement and motivational levels. This proposal will demonstrate how the implementation of advanced, research-based curriculum in social studies, combined with the major components of enrichment and talent development, can raise achievement and motivation levels, improve creative and critical thinking skills, and enhance civic awareness and involvement, for underachieving, yet promising learners in diverse settings. In addition, all learners will benefit from immersion in the methodologies, tools, and dispositions of practicing social scientists. By employing high quality multicultural, technology-infused content and by working with teachers, practicing social scientists, and students to enhance learning expectations in general classroom practice, this project will serve to infuse important tenets of gifted education onto the general landscape of education reform for all.

The project is designed around four key objectives: 1) to implement, refine and extend research-based social studies curriculum units in grades 6-8, 2) to pilot test innovative talent development strategies aimed at reversing underachievement and enhancing civic awareness and involvement for at-risk students, 3) to develop and implement curriculum development models for teachers and broader school communities, 4) to conduct research on short term and longitudinal student learning and motivation gains, and the mechanisms that may help to reverse underachievement in at-risk middle school students. Major outcomes of the project will include the implementation and refinement of six social studies curriculum units (grade 6-8), the development of professional development and community mentorship models emphasizing collaborative relationships, contributions to the longitudinal research base on effective interventions, and use and development of authentic assessment tools that may serve as models for future state assessments in social studies.
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Grantee:


University of Southern California – Contracts and Grants



City/State:


Los Angeles, CA

Contact:


Amechi Akpom

Target Grade Level:

Grades 2-5

Funding:


$321,018 (Year One)
S206A080045 University of Southern California – Contracts and Grants

Abstract 

Demographic data from the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) indicates that there is a disproportionate number of gifted students representing cultural, linguistic, economic, and experiential diversity. As an example African‐American learners make up 11.2% of the overall District population while they comprise only 7% of the identified gifted/talented learners and 14.6% of the students in special education classes. Comments from Senator Louis Correra (May, 2008) regarding inequities in the identification of gifted students and the mission statement of the University of Southern California’s Rossier School of Education dedicated to making changes in urban education all underscore the need for Project Linking Learning. 

Project Linking Learning is a model program for gifted and potentially gifted diverse students in underrepresented, Title 1, urban, underperforming schools. It is structured to develop the cognitive and affective elements of a differentiated curriculum appropriately designed to the nature of giftedness and the culture of the school. Project Linking Learning has two components: (1) an after‐school autonomous and controlled, site‐based program providing differentiated curriculum (2) an in‐classroom program connecting the student participants’ experiences in the after‐school program with the heterogeneous classrooms at the same site. The intent of the after‐school program is to function as a scaffold to impact the in‐classroom experiences with a differentiated curriculum accessible to all student participants in each classroom environment.  Project Linking Learning is a scale‐up of a pilot study that functioned for a ten‐week period at a Title 1 school with a majority African American population. The data from this pilot research study provided reinforcement of its efficacy and effectiveness as a prototype to serve and identify a greater number of diverse students as gifted. Findings concluded that an after‐school, controlled environment offering differentiated curriculum to diverse students in grades 2‐5 can serve as a catalyst to develop the intellectual abilities of gifted students and serve to promote an awareness of students’ potential as gifted individuals. Data also supported that the learning center approach to differentiated curriculum in the in‐classroom component facilitated a “spill‐over effect” and the uncovering of the awareness of the potential of giftedness among students in a heterogeneous classroom. A concomitant of the research was the qualitative data supporting the elements included within the differentiated curriculum: prompts of depth and complexity, “Thinking Like a Disciplinarian,” and the use of learning centers as a delivery model for differentiated curriculum. 

The implementation of Project Linking Learning also will include inquiries related to the replication of this model across the school district and its eventual operation at 50 schools: two after school classes at each school serving 50 students, ten to twelve regular in‐classroom programs linked to the after‐school components serving approximately 200 students at each school. 
PR AWARD #:
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Grantee:


St. John’s University




City/State:


Jamaica, NY

Contact:


Jared E. Littman

Target Grade Level:

Grades 3, 4, and 5

Funding:


$183,800 (Year One)
S206A080036 St. John’s University

ABSTRACT

The proposed project seeks to scale-up and evaluate the Mentoring Mathematical Minds

(M3) curriculum, an enriched and accelerated approach to math that has been shown to be effective at raising the math achievement of elementary gifted students from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Educators in eleven high poverty urban elementary schools have been successful at implementing this approach with significant gains between pre and post test mean scores and between control and instructional groups. Thus, the project addresses the absolute priority for the scale-up and evaluation of M3, designed to increase the number of gifted and talented students with limited English proficiency achieving at high levels.

The goals of the M3 approach are to develop critical and creative thinking skills, problem solving skills, and “mathematician like” ways of problem solving. The M3 curriculum has included a total of 12 units, with 4 units for each of 3 levels for students in Grades 3, 4, and 5. The contents are based on the NCTM (2000) content standards, including number and operations, geometry or measurement, data analysis or probability, and algebra. Previously, the M3 has been successfully implemented with 11 high poverty elementary schools with culturally diverse learners in Connecticut and Kentucky. In this scale-up application, we propose the expansion of this approach. The first year, Stage 1, will involve extensive preparation for implementing M3 such as identification, integration of linguistic scaffolding for LEP students with the M3 curriculum, training of teachers, and the structuring of groups of LEP gifted students. In the 2nd year, Stage 2, the M3 program will be expanded to an additional 10 urban public and private elementary schools (grades 3-5) in New York City with 300 students and 60 teachers for 1 year. The M 3 will thereafter be implemented with 200 urban public and private elementary students in 20 elementary schools in 4 states for 3 years in Stage 3. Local liaisons will be those who have already been trained by our research team members in the graduate courses to serve as coaches to the 60 participating teachers. A pre- and posttest control group design with repeated measure will be used with cluster-randomized assignment. Advanced statistical procedures including multilevel modeling methods and various ANOVA as well as follow up procedures will be used to explore specific group and individual differences. Schools will be selected by the ability and willingness of school personnel to meet the methodological research requirements such as random assignment of students and teachers to treatment or control, implement the treatment materials, and administer assessment instruments in a timely manner. The use of liaisons will facilitate the scale-up process, enabling this approach to be implemented at schools where the administrators and teachers are interested in participating in the professional development and planning for implementation of gifted education programs for their LEP gifted students. It is expected that the M3 will increase the number of LEP gifted students who perform at high levels in Math. They will develop English language proficiency skills greater than their peers who are not exposed to challenging math programs.
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S206A080039

Grantee:


The Chester Community Charter School--Instruction

City/State:


Chester, PA

Contact:


Dr. Louise Vitiello

Target Grade Level:

Grades 2-8
Funding:


$446,373 (Year One)
S206A080039  The Chester Community Charter School – Chester Instruction

Project Abstract
Project objectives: (1) To increase the number of gifted and talented students from underrepresented groups who, through gifted and talented education, perform at high levels of academic achievement; and (2) To significantly increase the academic achievement in reading and mathematics among the school-wide student population, including students in all sub-groups (race/ethnicity, income, native language, gender, ability/disability).
Project activities: Chester Community Charter School has partnered with Drexel Neumann Academy and Widener University to design a longitudinal research study that will evaluate the impact of the pedagogy of gifted education used in Renzulli’s School-wide Enrichment Model with a population of urban students who are economically disadvantaged (89%), members of minority groups (92% African American; 7% Hispanic), or enrolled in special education (28%). 
Applicable priorities: The proposed project meets the absolute priority of “scaling up” and evaluating a model designed to increase the number of gifted and talented students from underrepresented groups who, through gifted and talented education, perform at high levels of academic achievement. 

Proposed project outcomes: (1) National and state standardized tests of student achievement will indicate statistically greater growth among students in the treatment group compared with those in the control group in years 1 and 2 and sustained growth in years 3 through 5. (2) These various measures will document an annual minimum 5 percent decrease in the number of both regular and special education students scoring in the below proficient categories among students in the SEM treatment. 
Number of participants to be served: 1,887 students and 96 teachers. 
Number and location of proposed sites: 6 school buildings in Chester, Pennsylvania. 

PR AWARD #:


S206A080015

Grantee:
Saddleback Valley Unified School District—Second Language Department



City/State:


Mission Viejo, CA

Contact:


Dr. Gloria Ann Roelen

Target Grade Level:

Grades K-6 



Funding:


$442,500 (Year One)
S206A080015 Saddleback Valley Unified School District – Second Language Department

Project Empowerment: From Promise to Practice

Abstract

Need: Saddleback Valley Unified School District (SVUSD) has a great need to increase its capacity to identify and nurture the interests, talents, and abilities of young, gifted and potentially gifted children, especially those from underrepresented groups, while making a positive impact on the achievement of all students. This project will implement J. Renzulli’s research-proven Schoolwide Enrichment Model (SEM) at three demonstration schools in district. The three Title I schools have virtually no economically disadvantaged and LEP students identified for the district’s gifted and talented program services. We have not actively recruited culturally diverse and economically disadvantaged students for gifted services, and we do not have a well-defined and articulated process in place for identifying and serving them. Neither teachers nor administrators have had training on how to recognize unique talents and gifts of these groups. With changing demographics and a significant reduction in state and local resources, we are faced with major challenges in achieving our tasks.

Goals: Our project has four interrelated goal clusters: 1) increasing the number of gifted and talented students from underrepresented groups and ensuring academic excellence for all students using a research-based SEM that emphasizes active challenging and enriched learning, differentiation, cluster grouping, curriculum compacting and alternative assessments; 2) implementing family education programs, parent outreach, and cross-cultural training activities designed to empower parents; 3) developing collaborative networking to promote social, emotional and academic growth of children; and, 4) providing an ongoing quality professional development program that will build the capacity of personnel to identify and meet the enrichment needs of its diverse student population, especially those from underrepresented groups; improve the utilization of alternative forms of assessment, and promote cross-cultural/ cross-training experiences for school and collaborative staff, and students.

Program Design: This project develops an organizational plan for delivering enrichment and acceleration for all students especially those who may be gifted or potentially gifted from underrepresented groups. Through an integrated continuum of services we will focus on individual student, teacher, and family strengths to build a broadened concept of giftedness. Target schools will exemplify effectiveness of the research-based SEM and expand its use to the other 23 elementary schools in the district. Through inclusionary practices and an enrichment and acceleration of the teaching/learning process, we will change the mind-set of schools, district, and community members from viewing language minority and economically disadvantaged children as problems to looking at their talents, strengths, national heritage, culture, and customs as resources for future growth of all children and teachers.

Collaboration: This project will develop a Collaborative Network with representation from the University of California, Irvine, the Orange County Department of Education and the Orange County Performing Arts Center. These grant funds will be braided with Title I, EIA and district General Funds to mutually integrate and support our planning objectives and program outcomes.

Evaluation: We will use a quasi-experimental design to measure the effectiveness of the project, as well as formative and summative assessments. Instrumentation will include observation, inventories, interviews, satisfaction surveys, and other ratings of student success, professional development, and parent empowerment. Student achievement will be measured by standardized test performance complemented by alternative assessment strategies including portfolios to ensure fair, reliable and valid measurements for all students.

PR AWARD #:


S206A080027

Grantee:
Purdue University—Sponsored Program Services discovery Park Pre-Award




City/State:


West Lafayette, IN

Contact:


Marcia Gentry Ph.D.

Target Grade Level:

Elementary Grades

Funding:


$448,052
S206A080027 – Purdue University – Sponsored Program Services Discovery Park Pre-Award

ABSTRACT 
This proposal describes the scaling up of the Total School Cluster Grouping Model (TSCG), a specific, research-based, total-school application of cluster grouping combined with differentiation. The focus of TSCG is to meet the needs of students identified as gifted, while also improving teaching, learning, and achievement of all students. By helping improve general education practices, TSCG facilitates the development and recognition of talent and potential among populations traditionally underserved in gifted education programs. Longitudinal, quasi-experimental research on TSCG has shown that student achievement increases, teachers widely implement gifted education strategies with all students, and more students are identified as high-achieving and fewer students are identified as low-achieving. Recent research has also shown that TSCG improves achievement and increases the numbers of students identified as gifted who come from economically disadvantaged families and from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. These research findings make TSCG ideal for a Priority One scale-up research project. TSCG, based on the PI’s longitudinal research on the model, has 3 primary goals: to increase the number of students from underrepresented groups who, over time, are identified as gifted; to increase student achievement in reading, math, and science; and to improve teacher-practices by helping teachers learn to use strategies from gifted education. In the scaled-up application proposed here, 50 treatment and 50 control schools will be involved in a large-scale, multiple-site, multiple-context implementation. These sites have tentatively been identified in 7 regions to reflect a balance of rural, mid-sized city, and urban settings, each with between 25% and 80% of their student populations coming from one or more targeted underrepresented-as-gifted populations (i.e., economically disadvantaged, ELL, culturally diverse). Final selection of schools will be based on demographics that meet the grant priority and willingness to meet the conditions of the research plan, including random assignment to treatment or control; willingness 

to provide leadership teams to facilitate implementation; commitment to implement the treatment; and timely provision of identification and achievement data. All students and all teachers in the study sites will be included in the research, making for a robust sample. The research team, consisting of gifted education and content experts, will provide start-up information and training of leadership teams, web-based support, and delivery of 7 on-line gifted-education professional-development modules designed to promote understanding of gifted students, recognition of talent among underserved populations, and implementation of gifted-education differentiation strategies in language arts, math, and science. Thus, planning and training in Year 1 will be followed by treatment implementation and repeated-measures identification and achievement data collection in Years 2, 3, and 4. Year 4 will serve as a planning and training year for control sites, and in Year 5 data collection at the treatment schools will continue. Also in Year 5, control schools and interested private schools will receive assistance as they implement TSCG. An experimental design with randomized cluster assignment to treatment or control will be used. Treatment effects will be examined using a 3-level growth-curve model to explore specific school, group, and individual differences as well as to discern whether the individual growth of students in the treatment program is greater than that of the control group. Comparing the growth curves of the treatment and control groups will allow determination of treatment effectiveness. Teacher perceptions and practices will also be assessed both quantitatively and qualitatively at treatment and control sites. Leadership teams in each school will facilitate model implementation and inform practice as the model is scaled up for widespread implementation. Findings from the study, in addition to leadership-team, and gifted-education staff-development training modules, will be widely disseminated for replication, research, and programming purposes.
PR AWARD #:


S206A080064

Grantee:


West Allis-West Milwaukee School District—Instructional Services


City/State:


West Allis, WI

Contact:


Michelle Swain

Target Grade Level:

K-12

Funding:


$150,000
S206A080064  West Allis-West Milwaukee School District – Instructional Services

Abstract 
West Allis-West Milwaukee School District (WAWMSD) proposes to “scale up” and evaluate the implementation of a Gifted and Talented Program rooted in the School-wide Enrichment Model (SEM). This model has been chosen due to its proven effectiveness in increasing the number of Gifted and Talented students from underrepresented groups. Project CLAP (Enrichment through Creativity, Leadership, Academic Achievement/Aptitude and Performing and Visual Arts) stems directly from the need to refine identification procedures and programming/enrichment opportunities for a more diverse group of students who possess a broader range of gifts and talents. Project CLAP initially allows four selected school sites that are significantly diverse (age, demographics, grade level, etc.) to personalize the identification and learning experiences according to their own population and school culture. These schools include Madison Elementary, Pershing Elementary, Lincoln Intermediate and West Allis Central High School which serve over 2,500 students. The SEM model will effectively serve the district’s high-ability students in a variety of educational settings and in schools serving diverse ethnic and socioeconomic populations. 

	Project CLAP Goals & Measurable Outcome Objectives 

	Goal 1: IDENTIFICATION Increase the number of Gifted and Talented students from underrepresented groups who may not be identified through traditional methods. 

	Objective 
	Measurable Outcomes 

	(Objective 1a) Create a more accurate profile of gifted and talented students through the use of best practice for identification in the under-represented areas of creativity, leadership, visual & performing arts. 
	Increased enrollment in the Gifted and Talented program within creativity, leadership, and visual & performing arts categories by 25%. 

	(Objective 1b) Increase the number of identified gifted and talented students from culturally diverse, economically disadvantaged, Limited English Proficient and special needs populations. 
	Increase enrollment of minority students, students qualifying for free/reduced lunch, LEP and special needs students by 25%. 


The first year of the project focuses on professional development, development of expanded identification procedures, formation of School-wide Enrichment Teams, collection of data regarding ability, interest and learning profiles of students and adults, along with development of curriculum and enrichment opportunities to promote high-end learning. In the second year of funding, a minimum of two schools will be added to the project. In the third, final project year a plan will be developed for district-wide scale up and sustainability. Project evaluation and continuous program improvement will be ongoing throughout the project. The project meets each of the five components required as part of the Absolute Priority in order to implement and scale up a replicable model for enhancing the performance of underrepresented Gifted and Talented students. Project CLAP will enable WAWMSD to continue and strengthen its commitment to identifying and serving all Gifted and Talented students.

PR AWARD #:


S206A080012

Grantee:
Round Rock Independent School District—Gifted and Advanced Academics




City/State:


Round Rock, TX

Contact:


Susan Stuckert

Target Grade Level:

Grades K-5

Funding:


$130,109 (Year One)
S206A080012  Round Rock Independent School District – Gifted and Advanced Academics

ABSTRACT—Round Rock ISD—Javits Gifted and Talented Program Grant Application

Round Rock Independent School District is a rapidly changing district located in central

Texas. The district currently has a student population of over 40,000 of which 23.5% of students are considered economically disadvantaged, and 31.2% are determined “at-risk” for academic failure. The rapid growth and diversification of the student body without significant changes to the procedures for identifying and serving gifted students within the district has created a grave inequity for students from underrepresented groups. Subsequently, the Talented and Gifted (TAG) program does not reflect the diverse make-up of the district. Utilizing sound and evidence-based programs which meet the needs of a diverse student body, RRISD proposes to support increased student identification and academic support for students from underrepresented student groups in the TAG program through a demonstration project which will lead to equitable identification of students and provide tiered supports for students once identified to ensure academic success. The largest percentage of project effort will be focused on the implementation of strategies from evidence-based professional development for administrators, classroom teachers, and TAG specialists. Three goals inform project activities: 1) Increase identification of appropriate students from underrepresented student groups; 2) Increase the academic achievement of students from underrepresented student groups in the TAG program; and 3) Provide quality professional development for TAG specialists, classroom teachers, administrators, and counselors which impacts student identification and success. Primary activities include diversity and cultural competency training, Understanding Poverty and Giftedness in Poverty (Slocumb-Payne) training, and implementation of supplemental nomination and assessment tools, development of bridge curriculum once students are identified, and school-wide enrichment opportunities.
