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Instructions for Use of Framework for Evaluation by Nominating Authorities 
In completing the evaluation of the school and nomination to ED, the nominating authority should assess the nominees’ achievement in all three Pillars and corresponding Elements.  Nominees demonstrating exemplary achievement in all three categories according to all Pillars and Elements will be ranked highest.
Pillars: The three Pillars are: 1) reduced environmental impact and costs; 2) improved health and wellness; and 3) effective environmental and sustainability education.  In the framework, the Pillars are listed under Column A.

Elements: Column B then lists the key Elements of each Pillar.  These Elements provide more detail and high level objectives for each Pillar.

Categories: Column C organizes the Objectives in Column D into Categories.

Practices: Column D offers nominating authorities a list of possible Objectives that they might use to assess a schools’ achievement in the corresponding Element of each Pillar.  
Demonstrating Achievement: Column E then suggests some existing metrics which nominating authorities may suggest that schools provide when completing their applications to authorities for their consideration in nomination to ED in order to demonstrate progress toward the specified goal. 
Resources: Column F provides nominating authorities and schools with a sampling of online resources for further information.  A more complete list of resources is located on the ED-GRS website at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/resources.doc.
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