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ABSTRACT
Project Title:  District of Columbia Opportunity Scholarship Program:  CFDA: 84.370A
Organization:  Serving Our Children  1660 L Street NW, Suite 1000, Washington DC 20036
Contact:  http://servingourchildrendc.org/
Serving Our Children is applying to become the administrator of the District of Columbia Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP).  This program authorizes scholarships to District families seeking the opportunity to send their children to a participating private school.  The population to be served is exclusively low-income students, generally defined as students from households whose income does not exceed 185 percent of the poverty line.  The OSP program is currently administered by the D.C. Investment Trust Corporation (the Trust).  The Trust has indicated that it no longer intends to administer the OSP program.  Furthermore, the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) has noted that this organization has failed to implement effective systems to manage data, and supervise schools.  Serving Our Children seeks to improve the program by pursuing the following goals, and has the expected outcomes below:
· Goal #1:  Implement major technology upgrades and establish systems and policies that will significantly improve data collection, program management and school oversight.

· Goal #2:  Establish a comprehensive community outreach/assistance program to ensure that the maximum number of eligible students are aware of and able to apply for scholarships.
· Goal #3:  Simplify and streamline the application process to make it accessible to as many eligible students as possible.
· OUTCOMES:  Provide effective and efficient program management and oversight, and improve educational outcomes for low-income and undeserved students in the District of Columbia by awarding scholarships to eligible students to the greatest extent possible.

