From: Ron Hager [mailto:ron.hager@ndrn.org] 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 10:17 AM
To: Miller, Tony; Posny, Alexa; Dale, Kareem A.; Roberto_rodriquez@who.eop.gov
Cc: Curt Decker
Subject: FW: News from Wisconsin DPI re Geenfield School District

Thank you so much for investigating the proposal by the Greenfiel Wisconsin School District to use stimulus funds to build seclusion rooms.  The email below from the Wisconsin P&A shows that the Wisconisn Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is refusing to allow the school district to use the funds for this purpose.  DPI cites the pending federal legislation as well as the letter from Secretary Duncan on the importance of PBIS is a framework for creating a more positive school environment and an appropriate use of stimulus funds.  We would love to see the Education Department issue a similar and clear message nation-wide.
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This communication and any accompanying information is intended for use of the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited under the law.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately and return the original to the sender.


From: Jeff Spitzer-Resnick [spitznick@drwi.org]
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 10:04 AM
To: 'Ali, Russlynn'; Ron Hager; Sally Flaschberger
Subject: News from DPI
I just received this news from the Wisconsin Dept. of Public Instruction that should mean that OCR (or any other entity of the federal government) doesn’t need to intervene in the Greenfield matter.  Needless to say we are very pleased that our state is taking this appropriate action and we’ll thank DPI for that.  USDOE may want to consider sharing this as an example for other states.
 

Item No. 1:  Construction  
Due to the federal discussion and possible legislation regarding the use of seclusion, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI), as of this date, will not approve requests submitted to the department for the use of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or IDEA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for construction or remodeling of seclusion rooms.  Pending federal legislation or additional federal guidance, we remind you that seclusion of students must be in accordance with DPI's directives for the appropriate use of seclusion.
U.S. Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan, in a letter to Chief State School Officers this summer, stated that as education leaders, our first responsibility must be to make sure that schools foster learning in a safe environment for all our children and teachers.  Secretary Duncan suggested an appropriate use of IDEA ARRA funding to address behavioral issues is implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS). PBIS provides a framework for decision making that guides the implementation of evidence-based academic and behavioral practices throughout the entire school, frequently resulting in significant reductions in office disciplinary referrals, suspensions, and expulsions.  PBIS is an important preventative approach that can increase the capacity of the school staff to support children with the most complex behavioral needs, thus reducing the instances that require intensive interventions. 
If you have questions about your IDEA budgets, please feel free to contact the consultant responsible for your LEA’s budgets. Thank you for your cooperation on this important issue.
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