HIGHLIGHTS OF KENTUCKY’S ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY expectations FOR ALL STUDENTS

Kentucky adopted rigorous English language arts and math standards now in place in 45 other states and the District of Columbia.  Kentucky has also raised the bar students must clear to demonstrate learning, and paid particular attention to developing resources for coursework and professional development for teachers of students with disabilities and English Learners.  Kentucky is a participating State in both consortia under the Race to the Top Assessment program and has been a member of the World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment consortium for English language proficiency standards and assessments since 2006.
IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ALL STUDENTS

Index System Based on High Expectations and Multiple Measures: Kentucky has developed an index that includes student achievement in reading, math, science, social studies, and writing; achievement of historically disadvantaged student groups; growth in reading and math; measures of college and career readiness; and graduation rate for high schools.  Over the next several years, Kentucky will also phase in the results of teacher and principal evaluation systems as well as program reviews in the arts and humanities, practical living and career studies, writing, kindergarten through grade 3 programs, and world language.  Kentucky will use this system to identify schools in one of three categories, and will differentiate support for schools based on their classification.  
Ambitious Performance Targets: Kentucky established new performance targets for reading, math, writing, science, and social studies that will cut the gap to proficiency in half within five years.  Kentucky will report progress against these targets for the State as well as each district, school, and student group.
Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps: Kentucky will identify the schools in the State with the greatest challenges for groups of students as “Focus schools” and demand interventions to improve student performance.  To identify schools with large achievement gaps, Kentucky has created a new group made up of low-income students, English Learners, students with disabilities, and historically underperforming racial and ethnic groups.  To ensure that subgroups of students are not ignored, Kentucky will also identify schools where individual subgroups are extremely low-performing, and require specific gap-closing interventions in all Focus schools.
Kentucky’s use of a combined subgroup will result in 99 percent of schools being held accountable for the performance of low-income students, English Learners, students with disabilities, African American students, Hispanic students, and Native American students.  Under No Child Left Behind, only 21 percent of schools were accountable for students with disabilities, and only 25 percent were accountable for African American students.
Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools: Kentucky will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and ensure that districts implement meaningful interventions in these schools.  All Priority schools must implement one of the four School Improvement Grants models, and must create long-term improvement plans through the State’s Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (CSIP) process.  
Building Capacity for School Improvement: Kentucky will require all schools and districts in the State to develop a CSIP or a Comprehensive District Improvement Plan (CDIP), as well as to conduct a data-based needs assessment involving parents, students, and the community.  State-level teams will review these plans, assess weaknesses, evaluate implementation, and recommend interventions to address concerns.  
Increased Accountability and Support for Districts:  Kentucky will identify Priority and Focus districts based on overall achievement and subgroup performance, and will require these districts to review and revise their CDIPs to address areas of low performance.  The State has also created the Office of District 180 to provide support to Priority schools and districts, and will assign staff to monitor the revision and implementation of improvement plans in other low-performing schools and districts.
Creating a Well-Rounded Education: To encourage schools to focus on a well-rounded curriculum, Kentucky will hold schools accountable for student performance in science, social studies, and writing in addition to reading and math.  Kentucky will also include measures of college and career readiness such as ACT scores and industry certifications, and program reviews in non-tested areas.

SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTruCTION AND LEADERSHIP

Kentucky will develop a statewide teacher and principal evaluation and support system with the option for districts to develop their own systems that meet the same validity and reliability standards.  The State developed evaluation frameworks, revised these frameworks based on stakeholder and expert input, and approved final regulations in June 2012.  Field testing will include teachers in both tested and non-tested subjects as well as special education teachers and teachers in language instruction programs.  Kentucky has also proposed new teacher quality accountability measures that are based on effectiveness as well as qualifications, and will require low-performing districts to develop and submit plans and funding agreements with specific strategies to increase the quality of instruction and improve student growth and achievement.
