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September 2016
FEATURE
2016 Back-to-School Bus Tour!
Secretary John King and senior ED officials will visit several southeastern states including: Tennesee, Virginia, Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi and the District of Columbia September 12-18. This year’s Bus Tour theme is “Opportunity Across America.”  

The Back to School Bus Tour will highlight exemplary progress in PK-12 schools and institutions of higher education and celebrate local ideas and initiatives that support all students. 
Throughout the tour,

Secretary King will showcase investments the Department has made in each state and discuss initiatives aimed at improving student outcomes.

The dates for each state visit and tour updates can be found at http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-announces-seventh-annual-back-school-bus-tour-%E2%80%9Copportunity-across-america%E2%80%9D. 

Parent Perspectives: Secretary and Mrs. King

In #ParentPerspectives, Secretary King and his wife, Melissa Steel King, shared their voices as parents raising two daughters who attend public school.

EFFECTIVE PRACTICE
Welcoming Environments will be the theme for the summer months.

Southern University (SUNO) College
Southern University (SUNO) College located in New Orleans, Louisiana has been an exemplary example of higher learning outreach to the community and families within their city, providing a welcoming campus for all. For the last eight years SUNO has partnered with Modern Parent Magazine CEO and Editor, Carol Alexander Lewis, to host parent forums.  The forums are sessions of mini-workshops that afford SUNO faculty and experts in the educational arena to reach out to parents and community representatives to train, educate, inform and empower individuals within their community to help all children succeed. Modern Parent Magazine and SUNO have also partnered with state and federal agencies, organizations, associations, and businesses in their outreach efforts.    With the help of SUNO faculty, the forums also include sessions that provide parent liaisons with the necessary coursework they need to work with families and communities. To learn more about the programs and partnerships please contact Dr. Louise Kaltenbaugh at: lkaltenbaugh@suno.edu or call 504-286-5019.
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL
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Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted for the ways in which it engages and partners with parents and community to achieve the academic success of all children. 
2015 National Blue Ribbon School – Vistancia Elementary School located in Peoria, Arizona.
Vistancia is constantly searching for ways to better meet the needs of their students.
Working with families and community is just one of the many strategies to improve student outcomes. School staff consider relationships with families and community as partnerships that require nurturing and communication. They believe it is the school’s responsibility to ensure two‐way communication and the involvement of families in decision‐making. To strengthen the sense of partnership, the school invites families and members of the community into the school to work with the children through programs and volunteer hours. The school’s administration distributes volunteer information via parent newsletters and Vistancia community e‐blasts. Vistancia volunteers range from parents and grandparents of both current and former students to retired district teachers to retirees within the community. The school’s principal has an open door policy where parents are invited into the school to meet with the principal, administrative staff, and teachers. To learn more about the efforts of the school to engage parents, families and community, contact Mrs. Jennifer Kazmar at: JeKazmar@peoriaud.k12.az.us or call 623-773-6500.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Research Shows Nearly Half of American Parents Underestimate the Harm of School Absences

U.S. Department of Education, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and the Ad Council Partner on Absences Add Up campaign to help parents keep their children in school and on a path to success.

New research released August 23, 2016 by the Ad Council found that an overwhelming majority (86%) of parents understand their child’s school attendance plays a big role in helping them graduate from high school. However, nearly half (49%) of parents believe that it is okay for their children to miss three or more days of school per month – and that they won’t fall behind academically if they do. In reality, missing just two days of school per month makes children more likely to fall behind and less likely to graduate.

A student who misses just two days of school each month — 18 days total in the year — is considered to be chronically absent. However, many parents don’t realize that, even when excused or understandable, absences add up and can greatly impact a child’s education. In the United States, more than 6 million children are chronically absent from school each year.

To combat chronic absenteeism, the U.S. Department of Education, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and the Ad Council have partnered to create a public service campaign, Absences Add Up. The campaign features a series of digital and out of home PSAs that drive parents to AbsencesAddUp.org. On the website, parents are empowered with information and resources to help ensure their children attend school each day. Read more…
ParentCamp
The U. S. Department of Education will host ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes on October 14, 2016. The ParentCamp will be held at the U.S. Department of Education,  400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. in Washington, D.C. Parents, students, educators, and community organizations will be brought together to talk about the things that matter most to them.  Register. Read more…
Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference 
The Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference will be held in Washington, DC October 20-22 at the Washington Court Hotel.

Break-out sessions will include topics such as building cultural capacity, out of school time, attendance, and school climate, all in the context of the empowerment model of family engagement.
Registration begins August 1 at www.pthvp.org. Proposals for presentations are due by September 1. For more information, please contact Carrie Rose, Executive Director, at: carrie@pthvp.org or call 916-752-3206.

Green Apple Day of Service
On Saturday, September 24, students, parents, teachers, businesses, and local organizations are given the opportunity to transform schools into safe, healthy, and productive learning environments through local service projects.  Find an event in your area or post your own.
Green Apple is a global movement to put all children in schools where they have clean and healthy air to breathe, where energy and resources are conserved, and where they can be inspired to dream of a brighter future.

To learn more about Green Apple, go to: http://mygreenapple.org/about.

RESOURCES
Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the election process. And with summer almost over, we are highlighting “Back to School” tips.
For Grades K-5 and 6-8
Becoming President: The Requirements

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/requirements/index.shtml
Becoming President: Primaries and Caucuses

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/primaries-caucuses/index.shtml
Becoming President: Conventions to Elections

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/conventions-election/index.shtml
To order the poster, complete the form at:
http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.php?PubID=6099
Kick Off For the School Year

Here are some “Back to School” tips and suggestions:
http://kidshealth.org/en/kids/back-to-school.html 
Helping Parents Get Ready for “Back to School”
https://kids.usa.gov/parents/health-and-safety/general-health/helping-parents-get-ready-for-back-to-school/index.shtml 

Calendars that include events for every month:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/calendar/index.shtml.
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NEWCOMER TOOL KIT
To welcome and expand opportunities for Linguistic Integration and Education, The Department of Education designed a Newcomer Toolkit to help schools support immigrants, refugees, and their families with a successful integration process.  This toolkit will provide information, resources and examples of effective practices that educators can use to support newcomers in schools and communities. To access the full document go to: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/new-comer-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf.

Federal Student Aid Financial Aid Toolkit
The Financial Aid Toolkit from the U.S. Department of Education provides federal student aid information and outreach tools for counselors, college access professionals, nonprofit mentors, and others, and can be accessed here. A demo of the Department of Education’s financial counseling tool can also be found here. For additional resources and regular updates, check out the Federal Student Aid Facebook page. 

Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. 

For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at: 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAParkand on Facebook.
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Labor Day 

Labor Day, the first Monday of the month celebrates the achievements of American workers. 
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September 6 
Read a Book Day 
Tip

Take time out of your busy life, relax and read a good book. 

September 8 
International Literacy Day 
International Literacy Day was created by the United Nations (UN). According to the UN's United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) website: "The aim is to highlight the importance of literacy to individuals, communities and societies." 

Tip
Celebrate and promote literacy all over the world. 
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September 11 
September 911 Remembrance Day 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, the US experienced attacks on the twin World Trade Towers in NYC and the Pentagon in Washington. This horrible and tragic day is etched forever in American’s memories. 

The 911 attacks led us into a new war... the war on terrorism. It also touched and changed forever, the lives of each and every American. 

Tip
Spend a few minutes reflecting upon this event, the victims who died, and their families and friends. 
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September 11 
National Grandparent's Day 

The first Sunday after Labor Day has been designated as National Grandparent's Day which originated in 1978. President Jimmy Carter declared it to be the first Sunday after Labor Day. It’s the one day of the year is set aside to honor our grandparents. 
Tip

Celebrate the special people who are always there with a hug, a kiss, a cookie, something special, or a trip.
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September 23 
Native American Day 2016
This fourth Friday in September is set aside to honor and celebrate Native Americans, the first people to live in the U.S. Still commonly referred to as American Indians, the term "Native Americans" has been used in recent years as a sign of respect and recognition that they were indeed the first people to populate our great and wonderful nation.
Tip

Spend the day learning about Native Americans, the true original settlers in America.

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.

_________________________________________________________________
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Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 
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