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ParentCamp International
The U.S. Department of Education held its first ParentCamp International on April 18. ED personnel from offices across the Department worked in partnership with the Maryland Department of Education, the Maryland English Language Learning Family Involvement Network, the Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium and with Maryland’s Howard, Prince Georges, and Montgomery County Schools as well as with Fairfax County Public Schools in Virginia to host this wonderful event.  Other federal agencies including the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Federal Trade Commission, U.S. General Services Administration (Kids.gov), Health and Human Services, and the U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services joined in providing a welcoming atmosphere and resources for all ParentCamp participants.

More than 200 parents, children, and educator/parent connectors representing over seventeen different languages participated in the day’s events. 




Secretary John King, a surprise guest speaker, greeted the group and told them of Department of Education efforts for ensuring equity and excellence for students across the nation.
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James Cole, General Counsel, delegated the duties of Deputy Secretary, welcomed ParentCampers and provided opening remarks about the importance of parents and families as essential partners, alongside educators and schools, in shaping the educational future of their children. Go to, http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn  to see highlights of the day’s events.
EFFECTIVE  PRACTICE

Home Visits

At a recent gathering of parent advocacy groups and organizations, the guest speaker, U. S. Sen. Roy Blunt (Missouri), an advocate for enabling parents to be their children’s best first teachers, shared a touching story that revealed the benefits of an effective practice, home visiting.  Parents as Teachers parent educators are trained to build strong interpersonal relationships as they work with parents on parent-child interaction, childhood development and family well-being. They’ve learned that actively listening, observing, asking probing questions, and then acting on the information obtained are crucial components for engaging parents in raising healthy, happy children. 

The story was about a Parent as Teachers parent educator who, during a home visit, posed a simple but compelling question. After several home visits the parent educator had had opportunities to observe the family.  The parent educator being in the home building, not only a relationship of trust but observing the dynamics of the family, was able to recognize certain things in the child that may have gone undetected for years.  But it was a trained eye that caught the problem.  The parent educator on one such visit asked, “When did your son stop looking directly at you?”  The answer was eye opening.  The mother and father said that he had never really done so.
The family and the parent educator discussed the child being evaluated.  Upon further diagnosis their son was found to have autism spectrum disorder. 

Today, years later, the mother helps other families dealing with autism.  
Sen. Blunt’s story emphasizes the effectiveness of professionally trained parent educators interacting with families through personal home visits. 
Partnering with parents to support their child’s learning and development in the comfort of the family home allows time to develop relationships, detect possible learning challenges, and provide meaningful guidance and support. Parent as Teachers is an organization that promotes the optimal early development, learning and health of children by supporting and engaging their parents and caregivers.
For more information on Parents as Teachers go to http://www.parentsasteachers.org/. For tips on observing your child, go to http://www.parentsasteachers.org/component/content/article/384
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted in this newsletter for staff work in engaging and partnering with parents and community for the academic success of all children. 
2015 National Blue Ribbon School -Liberty Corner School
The Liberty Corner community is a section of Bernards Township, NJ where the small town “feel” still permeates. Within that community is a school that makes every effort to include their parents and families by building capacity with parents so every child will succeed. The school believes that when parents are informed and lines of communication are open, mutual respect is forged for the benefit of the children.

In an effort to assist many of the children who needed additional time to practice skills taught in the classroom, the school instituted a volunteer program. Parentvolunteers were then trained by the school’s Reading Specialists in a Reading and Writing Workshop format.  Volunteer trainings and presentations enable parents to better understand the school’s curricular goals and objectives and learn how to work more effectively work with their own children while reinforcing and strengthening the home/school partnership and impacting student achievement. 

Additionally, parents collaborate with staff members on the Character Education Committee, School Safety Team and the Crisis Management Team providing input and feedback from a parents’ perspective to enhance programs and initiatives as well as ensure the safety and well‐being of our students. To learn more about the volunteer program at Liberty Corner School contact Dr. James Oliver at joliver@bernardsboe.com  or call (908) 204‐2550. 
EVENTS

ParentCamp

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Glen Ellyn, IL

      April 30

Pittsburgh, PA                  June 19       

Washington, D.C.                July 11

Washington, D.C.                Oct 14

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/  or http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent Power BootCamp

The National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI) is partnering with the U. S. Department of Education (ED) to host a one-day convening of parents and caregivers to equip them with information to empower them as advocates for their children’s education. 

When

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM (EDT) 

Where

US Department of Education 
Barnard Auditorium 
400 Maryland Ave. SW Washington D.C. 20202 

Seating is limited. Reserve your space today. To register, click here.To learn more about NBCDI, go to www.nbcdi.org. 
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2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 20-22, 2016 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more information and to register, go to: https://www.cvent.com/events/owning-our-movement-maximizing-our-impact/registration-3872b4dd0d3d4b60bd1861e61d3c572a.aspx  or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 

Prior to the conference a ParentCamp will be held at David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on June 19, 2016.  All are welcome to attend.  Parentcamp is FREE. To register, go to http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2447154/ParentCamp-Registration.

ED Calls for Equity for Students of Color with Disabilities

In order to address data that show children of color with disabilities are more likely to be educated in settings outside of the general classroom, and more likely to be removed from the classroom for discipline reasons, ED issued a proposed new rule to address the disparities that exist. Acting Secretary King said, “This effort is not about reducing the number of children who are identified as having a disability. It's a matter of making sure the right services are getting to the right children in the right way … [this is ] something we can and must fix. And we can do it with this proposed rule.” Comments can be made to the Federal Register notice until May 16.
Parents' Day
Parents' Day is July 24.  Parents' Day was established in 1994 to celebrate and recognize the important role of responsible parenting in every day family life.  President Bill Clinton signed a congressional resolution to commemorate Parents’ Day in an effort to promote family commitment and parental responsibilities. Families are a fundamental human institution; they are bonded by unconditional love and commitment.
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
 

With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between presidential executive orders and executive actions? Click here to find out 
 

View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in May
May 3 National Teacher Day 

Around 1944, an Arkansas teacher, Mattye Whyte Woodridge, wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt about the need to recognize and honor the nation's teachers. In 1953, Mrs. Roosevelt persuaded Congress to proclaim a day in May as National Teacher Day. 

Tips

· Host a breakfast or lunch for your school’s teachers

· Write a thank you note to your child’s teacher

May 8 Mother's Day 

It is a day to honor and respect mothers for their many sacrifices; a day to show them how important they are to us.  In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation recognizing the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day.

Tips 

· Take your Mother some flower and thank her for all she has done

· Call your Mother to just say Hi and thank you.

May 21 Armed Forces Day 

President Harry S. Truman supported the creation of a day for the nation to unite in support and recognition of our military members and their families. 

Tips

· Do community service to honor our people in the armed services.

· Visit a Veteran’s Hospital

May 24 Brother's Day 

National Brother Day celebrates brothers and their contributions to families. 
Tips

· Call your brother to let him know you love him

· Take your brother out for lunch 

May 30 Memorial Day 

In 1971, Congress declared May 30 a national holiday to honor and remember those who died while serving in the military.  

Tips

· Fly the U. S. flag

· Attend a Memorial Day parade.

· Visit veterans in nursing homes.

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
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