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FEATURE
John King Confirmed as Secretary of Education

The Senate confirmed John King as Secretary of Education on March 14th.  Mr. King will continue to lead efforts to work toward high-quality preschool for all, preparation of all children for college and a career, making college more affordable, and protecting Americans from the burdens of student debt.  Mr. King knows from his own life experience how education can transform a child’s future.  As Secretary of the U. S. Department of Education, Mr. King will continue to work to open the doors of opportunity to all of America’s children.

New U.S. Department of Education Report Highlights Colleges Increasing Access and Supporting Strong Outcomes for Low-Income Students 

As part of the Obama Administration’s commitment to helping all Americans complete a quality, affordable college education, the U.S. Department of Education released on March 24, 2016 a report highlighting the efforts of colleges and universities to promote access, opportunity and success among low-income students, and identifying areas of much-needed improvement.  

Title IV of the Higher Education Act1972 reauthorization brought us the Pell Grant program, the cornerstone of federal student aid, created to provide student support programs to help low-income students enroll in and afford higher education. The report, Fulfilling the Promise, Serving the Need: Advancing College Opportunity for Low-Income Students, shines a light on institutions across the country that have a strong record of success when it comes to ensuring that low-income students are not just attending college, but are completing their degrees.  The report highlights schools that excel in providing Pell-eligible students with access to college, as well as schools with strong performance on measures of college success for students eligible for Pell Grants and recognizes the important role many community colleges play in serving more than 40 percent of our nation’s undergraduates. 

The release of this report will complement efforts to accelerate the momentum to strengthen college performance at all corners of the country. To learn more go to, http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/new-us-department-education-report-highlights-colleges-increasing-access-and-supporting-strong-outcomes-low-income-students. 

EFFECTIVE  PRACTICE

Socializing Ends, Partnerships Begin

In 2014 North Elementary School in Okeechobee, Florida adopted WestEd’s Academic Parent–Teacher Teams (APTT) system to help families play a more informed and active role in their children’s education. APTTs give families concrete information on their children’s academic progress and provides them with skills, strategies, and resources to use at home to reinforce targeted grade-level learning goals. APTT was developed in 2009 in the Creighton Elementary School District (Arizona) by Maria Paredes, now a WestEd senior program associate. With the implementation of APPTs at Creighton, parents began to see that genuine partnerships with their child’s school were helping them build capacity to help their children improve academic achievement. 

Although comparative data on students’ academic performance pre- and post- APTT implementation is not yet available, principal, Pat McCoy, believes that those children whose parents participated in APTT at North last year will make “significantly more progress” than those whose parents did not. 

The more families are empowered to engage with schools and support their children’s learning, the better off all students will be. With a focus on strengthening and professionalizing family–school partnerships, student learning time will be extended to 365 days a year. Learn about the approach used at North Elementary School. 
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted in this newsletter for their work in engaging and partnering with parents and community for the academic success of all children. 
2015 National Blue Ribbon School - Baton Rouge Magnet High School  

Baton Rouge Magnet High School (BRMHS), located in the Mid‐City area of Baton Rouge, Louisiana is a dedicated magnet school with a focus on academics and the arts. Staff members believe strongly that collaboration with their parents and community makes for a successful school program. The parents of students serve on the School Improvement Team, assist as volunteers, attend parent workshops and receive telephone notifications from the principal regarding upcoming activities and important school information. Engaging family and the community plays a significant role during the school year. 

The development of dialogue with diverse community groups has forged a working relationship with representatives from the Parent‐Faculty Club, BRHS Foundation, Mid‐City Redevelopment Alliance, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), local universities, Louisiana Resource for Educators, Exxon‐Mobil, and the Louisiana Bar Association. These groups collaborate to plan facility improvements, support the curriculum, and assist teachers with instruction that makes a great impact on the school’s program. The organizations are committed to ensure that all students have opportunities to enjoy personal and academic success. School departments have also developed community partnerships to actively support student success. The science and math teachers partnered with Exxon Mobil Engineers to allow students to experience real life applications of science, math and technology. The visual and performing arts department formed a partnership with the Baton Rouge Little Theatre and the Baton Rouge Ballet Theatre, where students spend long hours working on and performing in community productions. 

For more information about Baton Rouge Magnet High School contact the principal, Mrs. Nanette McCann, at ngreer@ebrschools.org or visit their website http://www.brmhs.com/. 
EVENTS

ParentCamp

The U. S. Department of Education in partnership with Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium, Inc. (MAEC) and The Maryland English Language Learning Family Involvement Network (MELLFIN) will host its first ParentCamp International on April 18, 2016. Representatives from the Maryland State Department of Education, Prince George’s, Montgomery and Fairfax County School Districts collaborated with ED staff to plan the event and recruit parents and facilitators to attend. ParentCamp strives to bring parents, students and educators together to talk about the things that matter most to them. 

Future ParentCamps will be held in Regions II, III, IV, V, VII, VIII and X.  For dates, times, and more information go to the website, http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mississippi Might Grade Parents on Their Involvement
In an effort to increase parental involvement in schools, a proposal has passed the Mississippi House that would grade parents -- unsatisfactory, needs improvement, or satisfactory -- on their involvement in their children's education. The bill came out of research and school visits conducted by legislators who realized how evident parent involvement is in high-performing schools (Mannie, Hechinger Report). 

ED Calls for Equity for Students of Color with Disabilities

In order to address data that show children of color with disabilities are more likely to be educated in settings outside of the general classroom and removed from the classroom for discipline reasons ED issued a proposed new rule to address the disparities that exist. Acting Secretary King said, “This effort is not about reducing the number of children who are identified as having a disability. It's a matter of making sure the right services are getting to the right children in the right way … [this is ] something we can and must fix. And we can do it with this proposed rule.” Comments can be made to the Federal Register notice until May 16.
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  
Schedule of future ParentCamps:
Washington, D.C.
      April 18
Glen Ellyn, IL

      April 30

Washington, D.C.
      May 18
Pittsburgh, PA                  June 19       

Washington, D.C.                July 11

Washington, D.C.                Oct 14
For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/ .
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
 

With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between presidential executive orders and executive actions? Click here to find out 
 

View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started  on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in April
April 7 World Health Day 
April 7 commemorates the founding of the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1948. World Health Day seeks to draw attention to a major global health concern each year.
Tip:

Focus on one area of your family’s health to improve, visit http://health.gov/. 

April 22 Earth Day

Earth Day seeks to bring attention to and promote efforts dedicated to the protection of the environment.  This day started as a U.S. observance in 1970 as a way to bring about awareness of ecological problems.


Tip:

Learn how you can help protect the environment, visit https://www.epa.gov/earthday.

April 29 Arbor Day

Arbor Day is a celebration of trees and their importance to providing shelter, stabilization for the ground, and beauty to the beholder. In 1970, President Richard Nixon declared Arbor Day a federal holiday and it is observed the last Friday in April each year.

Tip:
Visit a park and consider what plants you will plant in your area. To learn more about Arbor Day, visit http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/recon/jb_recon_arbor_1.html.  

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Taylor Ramsey

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3899

taylor.ramsey@ed.gov
Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303
404-974-9450 Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St. 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA, KS, MO, NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov 
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