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Implementing the Every Student Succeeds Act

Page Content

​ 
The Department has issued a Dear Colleague letter to states offering initial guidance about a few of the most immediate and pressing questions as states, school districts, and schools transition from No Child Left Behind to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA. In addition, the Department launched the rulemaking process with a Request for Information (RFI) seeking advice and recommendations for Title I regulations under the ESSA. 
The Department held two public hearings in January to collect feedback on transition to the new law.  Stakeholders presented comments during these meetings. More information can be found at the ESSA web page.  Questions may be directed to ESSA.questions@ed.gov.

EFFECTIVE  PRACTICES

Engaging families, schools and communities in the improvement of children’s academic and social growth is vital.  Read about two programs that make a difference in the schools they serve.

People Animals Love (PAL)  

 PAL Club and PAL Camp

PAL Club and PAL Camp are an afterschool and a summer program that is dedicated to teaching young children animal science, animal care and empathy for something smaller and helpless.  The STEM- based curriculum provides students with an extensive amount of vocabulary words, and gives students reading comprehension skills that transfer into their daytime learning. For the past seven year PAL has been providing “out of school time” programs to the children of Stanton Elementary School, located in southeast Washington D.C. 
PAL students are recorded to have better science and math scores, improved social skills, and a heightened sense of empathy and compassion after spending just one year in the afterschool program.

To learn more about the program, visit the web site at http://www.peopleanimalslove.org/ or contact C. Madison “Brick” Brewer at info@peopleanimalslove.org or call 202-966-2171. 
The Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership

The Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership is an alliance of parents and professionals working together to improve outcomes for students with disabilities by enhancing communication and collaboration between families, educators and the community. 

The Partnership includes parent mentors, who are parents of children with disabilities hired by the district to support family engagement, as well as special education directors and other administrators, teachers, and support personnel within the district. The mentors work to increase parent participation in IEP meetings, provide information related to improving reading and math, and help parents locate needed services and supports. Mentors also work with teachers, staff, and administrators to integrate family engagement into school and district activities and to build a culture in which family engagement is expected and valued. 

They often work with community partners to increase vocational training and job opportunities as well as recreational options for students. To learn more, visit http://www.parentmentors.org/about-us/. For more information about the program please contact Anne M. Ladd, Family Engagement Specialist, Division for Special Education Services and Supports, Georgia Department of Education at aladd@doe.k12.ga.us or call 404-657-7328. 

EVENTS

Annual National Title I Conference

The National Title I Association hosted its annual conference January 28 – 30, 2016 in Houston, TX. There were plenary sessions on the Every Student Succeeds Act as well as several breakout sessions related to family and community engagement. To view conference highlights, go to https://www.titlei.org/conference 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  
Schedule of future ParentCamps:
Washington D.C.

      April 18
Pittsburgh, PA                  June 19       

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/.

RESEARCH  

A Family Engagement Infographic Research Brief

The needs of Chinese Americans have historically been masked by the Chinese Model Minority myth.  A study led by Dr. Sandy Baba uncovered how stakeholders could go beyond the myth and develop adequate resources for young children and their families.  The 48-month research study of low-income Chinese American immigrants investigated culturally and linguistically appropriate and responsive components of existing family engagement programs to identify successful elements of parent education and engagement frameworks in early care and education settings.  To learn more and read the entire report, go to http://sandybaba.pen.io/or contact Sandy Baba, PhD at sandybabaece@gmail.com.
Report: Achievement Gap Starts in Crib, not in Classroom

Providing universal prekindergarten to children in poverty is a no-brainer, but it isn't enough to close the achievement gap, according to a new report. In Washington D.C. alone, there is a "tale of two cities," the report concludes, suggesting there must be a far more comprehensive set of support services for children and families in need, including home-visit programs (Chandler, Washington Post).

Teenagers Aren't Getting Enough Exercise

Get Off the Couch

Researchers attached GPS devices to teenagers to track when and where they were getting physical activity. The result: on average, teens are physically active for only 23 minutes per day while at school, making up the majority of the 39.4 minutes they are physically active during their entire day. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that adolescents get 60 minutes of physical activity per day, yet only 1 in 10 actually do (Rabin, New York Times).

RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

For the month of February Kids.gov features a Star Wars theme for children grades K-8. Click here to start the adventure. 
To order publications, click here.
Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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February 14 Valentine’s Day
The holiday is named after Saint Valentine who was martyred on February 14 in the year A.D. 270 during the reign of Roman emperor Claudius II who forbade young men to marry.

Tip

Volunteer at a shelter or give food to the homeless to show you care.  
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February 15, President’s Day
President’s Day is a legal holiday celebrating the combination of George Washington’s and Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday. 

Tips

Read George Washington's Farewell Address and Abraham Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation.  Reflect on their contributions to the United States and think of how you may show your patriotism for your country.

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Taylor Ramsey

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3899

taylor.ramsey@ed.gov
Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303
404-974-9450 Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St. 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA, KS, MO, NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov 

_________________________________________________________________
Contributors: Linda Kuzmack, Anne Ladd, Arlene Hernandez, and Anna Leach
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett

Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html_______________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. [image: image7][image: image8]
