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October 2015

FEATURE
President Barack Obama Joined U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan in Iowa on Sixth Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour 
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President Barack Obama joined U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on the Sixth Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour to North High School in Des Moines, Iowa. 
 

The September 14th-18th tour, “Ready for Success,” celebrated how states and local communities are working to increase access and opportunity from early learning through college. 

View a video trailer about the bus tour here. For a map of the excursion, click here.
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English Learner Tool Kit
The U.S. Departments of Education (ED) and Justice (DOJ) recently announced the completion of the English Learner (EL) Tool Kit to support states, districts and schools in ensuring access to quality education and meeting their legal obligations to ELs. The EL Tool Kit is a companion to the English Learner Guidance released jointly by the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice in January 2015. The guidance reminds states and school districts of their civil rights obligations to EL students and Limited English Proficient (LEP) parents and the EL Tool Kit provides helpful ways to meet those obligations. 

The tool kit is just one part of the ED’s work to expand equity and opportunity in education as it  honors of Hispanic Heritage Month and the 25th anniversary of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics. (See additional information below.)
 

The tool kit is free and accessible to the public and can be easily downloaded and printed. For more information about the toolkit contact Office of English Language Acquisition at 202- 401-4300 or visit their website at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ParentCamp
The U. S. Department of Education will host its first ParentCamp October 26, 2015. 

ParentCamp strives to bring parents together to talk about the things that matter most to them. Educators and students are welcomed to be in attendance. 

Future ParentCamps will be held in Regions II, IV, V, VII, and X.  For date, time, and more information contact a member of the family engagement outreach team in your region, listed  under the Family Engagement Outreach Team, or go to the website, http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.
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THE BRANCH MILITARY PARENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER 

There is a new Technical Assistance Center, Branch Military Parent Technical Assistance Center, (MPTAC).   Known as The Branch, the MPTAC is available to assist Parent Centers to increase their visibility with and support for military families within their communities. They are rapidly developing universal information and tools that will be useful for parent centers.

The Branch has --

· A dedicated website which contains resources. 

· Three dedicated staff to support parent centers across the country and families. Find each state contact here. 

· A map of the US and US territories that links to the military installations in that region.  

· Resources in a library, including one-pagers organized by  topic areas such as: military courtesies, Exceptional Family Member Program, TRICARE (military insurance), permanent change of station, Department of Defense Educational Agency  schools, Early Intervention and Educational and Developmental Intervention Services (EDIS), Medicaid, and childcare. 

· The Branch plans to release a quarterly e-newsletter that will include information from fellow Parent Centers, military subject matter experts and resources.

For more information, go to www.branchta.org. Contact the Branch by calling 1-253-565-2266 or email vfarnsworth@wapave.org.  

Click here to find the Parent Training and Information Center or Community Parent Resource Center serving your state and community.
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13 Tips for Starting Preschool-SP

Is your child entering a preschool program for the first time? These tips from National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) may help both you and your child make a smooth transition. 
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Talk, Read, and Sing Together Every Day!

Tip Sheets for Families, Caregivers and Early Learning Educators
Research has found that providing children from birth to five with consistent, language-rich experiences –talking, reading, and singing – can have important benefits on their brain development and future school success.

The U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services, in partnership with Too Small to Fail, have created the "Talk, Read, and Sing Together Every Day" tip sheets. These resources can help enrich a child's early language experiences by providing research-based tips for talking, reading, and singing with young children every day beginning from birth. 

All tip sheets are available in English and Spanish, and can be downloaded for free.

To learn more and see the list of resources, click here.

Ensure Children are Reading by 3rd Grade 

National Black Child Development Institute's (NBCDI) is collaborating with its affiliates and national partners to focus on the particular strengths and needs of Black children and families in the broader context of a shared goal: ensuring that all children are reading proficiently by the end of 3rd grade. For Black children, only 15 percent are reading proficiently in 4th grade. Several of NBCDI’s affiliate communities have signed onto the Campaign for Grade Level Reading and are doing their part to help children embrace reading and improve their academic performance.  Read more here.


Phishing

Phishing scams come through fraudulent e-mails asking you to verify your personal information. In another type of scam, called vishing, a scammer may contact you over the phone to request personal information. Though their tactics might change, all scammers have the same objective: to get your personal information.
Find out more about phone and online scams and how you can avoid them. If you have questions, contact us.
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Veterans and Military Families’ Web Page

The U. S. Department of Education’s Veterans and Military Families’ web page will soon feature a new look and be found under a new link. For more information, please contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.

25th Anniversary of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics
2015 marks the 25th anniversary of the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics. In honor of this historic celebration, the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics during the Hispanic Heritage Month highlighted the tremendous progress Latinos have made and are making in education. The Initiative released on September 15 the “Latinas in the U.S., 2015” report and the “Bright Spots in Hispanic Education” online national catalog, echoing the  theme, “Latino Progress: Then and Now.” 

To learn more about the Latinas report, the Bright Spots catalog, and the Initiative’s anniversary efforts, visit: www.ed.gov/HispanicInitiative.
EFFECTIVE PRACTICE
21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC)

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education provides nation-wide family engagement support to State Education Agencies (SEAs) and their 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) through the implementation of the Family Engagement Resource Providers (FERP) Project.  The Manhattan Strategy Group, program administers of the FERP Project, oversee FERPs in 10 regions, including Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, and other U.S. territories in the Pacific Ocean.  

Family engagement experts develop relationships and collaborate with SEAs and 21st CCLC grantees to provide high-quality technical assistance. FERPS offer effective ways to engage families and strengthen partnerships between families, 21st CCLC OST (out-of-school time) programs, schools, and communities. These partnerships ultimately support the academic enrichment of students who attend 21st CCLC programs. For more information about FERP contact Sally M. Wade, FERP Project Director, at swade@manhattanstrategy.com or 202-904-2880.
Below is an example of how partnerships are formed and aid in the communities improving student outcomes:
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True Blue Neighbors Connect 

A pilot program hosted by The University of Tulsa True Blue Neighbors and Cox Communications is a first of its kind for Cox Communications, nation-wide.  The program aims to bridge the digital divide for low-income families with school-age children. True Blue Neighbors Youth Mentoring Programs, a 21st Century Community Learning Center program, has forged this community partnership to bring broadband access to families. 

In addition, nearly 70 students and their families will receive Dell Chromebooks and Cox High Speed Internet through the Connect 2 Compete program.  
For more information Click Here to Explore True Blue! and
contact Danielle Hovenga, Director of Community and Neighborhood  Engagement, True Blue Neighbors, The University of Tulsa, Office of Public Affairs, Research and Economic Development at danielle-hovenga@utulsa.edu or call (918)631-3303 office or Sonia Johnson, Executive Director,
21st Century Community Learning Centers, Parent and Community Engagement, Oklahoma State Department of Education, at Sonia.Johnson@sde.ok.gov or call
405.522.6225  
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RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

Kids.gov is the U.S. government's official web portal for kids, where children may learn and play in a safe place. For the month of October Family, School, and Community Engagement features healthy eating.  Click here to learn How to Make Healthy School Lunches for Your Children.
To order specific publications from this site click here.
Take Your Kids to a Park

To help engage and create the next generation of park visitors, several federal agencies have partnered to make sure every fourth grade child across the country has the opportunity to experience America's public lands and waters in person throughout the 2015-2016 school year. Access an Every Kid in a Park pass to get free access to national parks, national forests, national wildlife refuges, and more.
Education Matters

The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters. Education Matters highlights key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Looping EOP Planning into Summer and Fall Professional Development Activities

Planning staff professional development opportunities for summer and early fall? Consider the REMS TA Center's FREE Trainings by Request (TBRs) for developing or enhancing your school's Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). REMS TA Center offers a variety of trainings for delivery on-site at your school, school district, or institution of higher education (IHE). The REMS TA Center will provide training materials, as well as one or more expert trainers and REMS TA Center staff support for the event hosted at your site. All of these services are provided at no cost to the school, school district, or IHE.

REMS TA Center’s Train-the-Educator (TtE) and Train-the-Trainer (TtT) TBR formats provide opportunities to refresh your skills, increase staff preparedness, and train future trainers who will serve on your school's emergency planning team. REMS TA Center’s staff is available to provide on-site training on several topics. For a list and to learn more visit Trainings by Request web page.
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Be Engaged, Get Involved!

There are many ways for Parents and Families of Head Start children to become involved and stay engaged in your children’s education and future.  Read more here.

TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in October
October 4 National Diversity Day 

Celebrate and embrace who you are, and who you aren’t. Celebrate and embrace your race, gender, nationality, religion, and disability. Find ways to learn about various cultures and celebrate differences. 
Tip 

Invite others to prepare a dish that reflects a certain culture.
Watch a film or read a book that deals with diversity or intolerance.
Invite someone from a different culture to speak to your classroom. 
October 5 World Teacher's Day
Teachers deserve a little recognition, and some thanks and appreciation. Teachers not only educate, but they help to shape and frame children's beliefs, values, and behaviors. 

Tip


Parents and students offer thanks and recognition to a teacher. A simple "thank you" or a nice card or note would be nice. 

October 9 National Stop Bullying Day 

Bring awareness of the need to stand up against and put and end to bullying.

Tip

Go to http://www.stopbullying.gov/ for ways to prevent and recognize bullying.

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Taylor Ramsey

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3899

taylor.ramsey@ed.gov
Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303
404-974-9450 Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St. 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA, KS, MO, NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov 

___________________________________________________________________
Contributors: Arlene Hernandez, Anna Leach, Sheila Proctor, Danielle Hovenga, Sonia Johnson, Heather Hebdon, Debra Jennings, and Steven Hicks
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett

Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.[image: image16]
