Volume VIII, Issue 6
[image: image1.jpg]o
BTN Sﬂllll lll GIIIIII'I" GGG





July 2015

FEATURE
U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan Encourages Family Engagement and Announces a Set of Rights for High-Quality Education for Children

On June 26, during a speech to the 2015 National Parent Teacher Association Convention and Expo in Charlotte, North Carolina, Secretary Arne Duncan announced work by the Education Department that complements outreach to parents—from the Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships, to tools that can help families and students select the best colleges for their needs, to support of Parent Training and Information Centers and Resource Centers and a set of rights for children’s education.  

The Secretary also stated that parents are critical assets in education. He spoke of a 15-year study by Dr. Tony Bryk and his team in Chicago public schools where he discovered five features of a school that determine whether or not learning can thrive.  The five features are:  

· a clear vision for instruction; 
· a staff with the capacity to see that vision through; 
· a student-centered learning environment; 
· skilled leadership; and 
· active and engaged parents. 
Schools that contained all five features at once were 10 times more likely to improve than schools that didn’t.  Dr. Bryk also identified a “special sauce” that emerged whenever you mixed all five features together thoroughly: a deep wellspring of trust between parents and educators. For more information go to http://www.ed.gov/parent-and-family-engagement;  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-education-secretary-arne-duncan-announces-set-rights-help-parents-seek-high-quality-education-their-children ; and  

http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/06/the-critical-voice-of-parents-in-education-2/.

FACT SHEET: PROTECTING STUDENTS FROM ABUSIVE CAREER COLLEGES 

Over the past six years, the Education Department has taken unprecedented steps to hold career colleges accountable for giving students what they deserve: a high-quality, affordable education that prepares them for their careers. The Department established tougher regulations targeting misleading claims by colleges and incentives that drove sales people to enroll students through dubious promises. The Department has cracked down on bad actors through investigations and enforcement actions. The Department also issued “gainful employment” regulations, which will help ensure that students at career colleges do not end up with debt they cannot repay. The Department will continue to hold institutions accountable in order to improve the value of their programs, protect students from abusive colleges, and safeguard the interests of taxpayers.

The Education Department recently announced new steps in this work, particularly to address the concerns of students who attended schools owned by Corinthian Colleges Inc. To view those steps and read more, go to https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about/announcements/corinthian.
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Core Knowledge for Parents

"Parents need to know that the Common Core provides ways for all students to learn, regardless of their background or poverty."
VIVA teacher Therese Gordon (Toledo, Ohio) during a meeting at ED to discuss teachers' recommendations in Common Core State Standards: The Key to Student Success.
EFFECTIVE PRACTICES
Community is a vital part of a child’s development - academically, socially, and physically.  ChesMRC is an example of how an organization in the community contributes to the well- being of the child, family and community.
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ChesMRC

ChesMRC is the Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center After School program, a 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) in Easton, Maryland that partners with Talbot County Public Schools serving  120 students and their families. Staff at ChesMRC work to build trusting relationships with families, most of whom have immigrated to the U.S. from Guatemala, to help make them feel more comfortable in a new environment.    Center staff has one-on-one conversations with each parent to identify immediate needs and to help them develop long-term strategies for achieving the outcomes they desire for themselves and their children. 

Based on their needs, ChesMRC provides adult educational programs to parents of students who participate in their 21st CCLC program.  ChesMRC has a strong partnership with Chesapeake College, where parents take English language classes. Their Resource Center connects all of their families to private and public services and has a physical space where community members and organizations can share information with families. 

Additionally, ChesMRC provides driver’s license classes and various immigration clinics and workshops. They work to provide leadership training and support so that families can eventually step up to help run the center .  For additional information contact Karen Parker Thompson, Manhattan Strategy Group, Family Engagement Resource Provider (FERP), Mid-Atlantic Region at 703-461-7544 or karenthompson21@msn.com or Matthew R. Peters, Director, Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center at 410-924-4022 or mateo@chesmrc.org.

OCCUPY Schools
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No, this was not an attempt on the part of parents to take over a school, but rather an Initiative started by a group of concerned mothers. In early 2012 Russlynn Ali, then Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Education, held a conference call to discuss the findings of a study conducted by the Department. The study reported that African-American students have less access to challenging courses in high school; are taught by lower-paid and less experienced teachers; and are over three times more likely to be suspended or expelled from school than their white peers.
The concerned mothers on the call were women from the organization Mocha Moms, Inc. What they heard was UNACCEPTABLE and they vowed to do their part to help put an end to these devastating statistics. They believe  that the CHANGE begins with them and out of a desire to improve outcomes for all children grew the vision for Occupy Schools™.  Mocha Moms across the country began to visit schools and encourage parents,  and other family members, to become partners in their children’s education.  They even developed a pledge that has parents, interested community representatives and others commit to making a difference for all children to have academic success. For more information, contact Chelif English Figaro, Esq. at chelif@aol.com. 
Parents Demand Better Schools

Secretary Duncan stated early in his administration that he wanted American parents to be more like the parents he had heard about in South Korea, below is an example of such parents:

When Redwood City, California parent, Maritza Leal, tried five years ago to find a public school that would academically challenge her daughter, she wasn’t satisfied with the school district’s options. She knew that several of the lowest performing schools for English language learners and Latino students across all of Silicon Valley were in her district. A friend told Maritza of a charter school in San Jose with an excellent academic record, and she immediately enrolled her daughter. Though the commute was long, it was worth it to get her child a good education. But Maritza wasn’t satisfied just to have her daughter receive this opportunity; she wanted all children afforded the right of an outstanding education. Maritza knew it was essential to shine the spotlight on the need for new high quality schools in her community, especially for the underserved population that lived in the shadows of the Silicon Valley technology boom. With the support of a non-profit organization, Maritza and a group of parents became strong advocates for their children and learned how to organize their community to change the future of their children. In June of 2014, after a year and a half of knocking on doors, meeting with local elected officials, and doing hundreds of hours of relationship building with other parents in the community, Maritza and other parents saw their dream come true. The Redwood City School Board voted unanimously to approve the opening of two new public charter schools the group had been fighting for. 

To learn more about the work of these amazing parent advocates in the San Francisco Bay Area, contact parent leader Maritza Leal directly at Maritzaleal25@yahoo.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS

U.S. Department of Education Announces New ‘Skills for Success’ Grant Competition

The U.S. Department of Education announced a new Skills for Success grant competition to support the social and emotional development of middle-school students. This competition will award $2 million this year to help educators develop students’ resilience, growth mindsets and other essential skills for academic success. These projects will help identify effective approaches that can be replicated in middle schools across the country.
School districts or partner non-profit organizations (including institutions of higher education) that are interested in enhancing middle-school students’ social and behavioral skills are encouraged to apply.  The application deadline is July 29, 2015. To learn more, please visit http://www2.ed.gov/programs/skillssuccess/index.html.
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Nominate a Bright Spot in Hispanic Education
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics launched a national call for Bright Spots in Hispanic Education. Bright Spots are evidence-based programs, models, organizations, or initiatives that invest in key education priorities for Hispanics and are helping close the achievement gap. 

Approved Bright Spots will be included in a national online catalog that will be released in September during their 25th anniversary celebration. Bright Spot nominations are due July 17, 2015. 
Intern at ED? 

An internship at the U.S. Department of Education is one of the best ways students can learn about education policy and working in the civil service.  To view the list of requirements and fill out the application for Fall 2015, Go to http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/06/my-ed-internship-a-full-experience/.  The deadline is July 15, 2015.

RESOURCES
Tools for Students

A new Disney movie, Inside Out, helps kids figure out what is going on inside their heads. There are activities and games for younger children to help them learn to understand their emotions while having fun.

Take Your Kids to a Park

To help engage and create the next generation of park visitors, several federal agencies have partnered to make sure every child across the country has the opportunity to experience America's public lands and waters in person throughout the 2015-2016 school year. A

 HYPERLINK "http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNjI1LjQ2NDU4ODQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDYyNS40NjQ1ODg0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzY4NTQ3JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FycmllLmphc3BlckBlZC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWNhcnJpZS5qYXNwZXJAZWQuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&132&&&http://www.doi.gov//everykid/index.cfm" ccess an 

 HYPERLINK "http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNjI1LjQ2NDU4ODQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDYyNS40NjQ1ODg0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzY4NTQ3JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FycmllLmphc3BlckBlZC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWNhcnJpZS5qYXNwZXJAZWQuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&133&&&http://www.doi.gov/everykid" Every Kid in a Park pass to get free access to national parks, national forests, national wildlife refuges, and more.

Education Matters

The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called “Education Matters.” Education Matters highlights key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Looping EOP Planning into Summer and Fall Professional Development Activities

Planning staff professional development opportunities for summer and early fall? Consider the REMS TA Center's FREE Trainings by Request (TBRs) for developing or enhancing your school's Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). REMS TA Center offers a variety of trainings for delivery on-site at your school, school district, or institution of higher education (IHE). The REMS TA Center will provide training materials, as well as one or more expert trainers and REMS TA Center staff support for the event hosted at your site. All of these services are provided at no cost to the school, school district, or IHE.

REMS TA Center’s Train-the-Educator (TtE) and Train-the-Trainer (TtT) TBR formats provide opportunities to refresh your skills, increase staff preparedness, and train future trainers who will serve on your school's emergency planning team. REMS TA Center’s staff is available to provide on-site training on several topics. For a list and to learn more visit Trainings by Request web page.
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Plan Now to Make Summer a Healthy Time in Your Community

At the beginning of March — National Nutrition Month — our partner agency, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, announced an ambitious goal of serving 200 million meals to children and teens in low-income communities this summer through their Food and Nutrition Service program.  
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Be Engaged, Get Involved!

There are many ways for Parents and Families of Head Start children to become involved and stay engaged in your children’s education and future.  Read more here.
TIP OF THE MONTH
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Celebrate July 4th
The fourth of July is the birthday of our nation. The Declaration of Independence, the document which declared 
Americans freedom from British rule, was crafted between June 11 and June 28, 1776 then approved on July 4, 1776. To commemorate July 4th, Americans celebrate and enjoy the freedom that comes from that historic document. The day is also one for honoring our military personnel and American heritage. In celebrating the fourth of July 

· share the history behind the day. 

· Visit a museum and/or library. 

· Honor a veteran.
Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
Olga Pirela 

Region I 

(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

POCH Building

5 Post Office Square

9th Floor, Room 24

Boston, MA 02110

617-289-0100

Olga.Pirela@ed.gov 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303
404-974-9450 

Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St., 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 
1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov
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