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Coordinator:	Welcome everyone and thank you for standing by. At this time, all participants are in a listen-only mode. During the question-and-answer session you may press star, 1 on your touchtone phone.

	Today’s conference is being recorded, so if you have any objections, you may disconnect at this time. And now, I would like to turn the call over to the Press Secretary of the United States Department of Education, Sandra Abrevaya. You may begin.

Sandra Abrevaya:	Hi everyone. Thanks for joining us on the call today. The Secretary will deliver some remarks and then open it up for questions. And Carmel Martin, the Assistant Secretary for Policies will also be available to answer questions.

Arne Duncan:	Thanks again for all of you for joining, and today’s vote by the House of Representatives is just a tremendous victory for school children, for America’s children around the country. It is providing a financial lifeline for schools that are facing what might be the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. They need to make tough choices to balance their budgets. In community after community, that has meant laying off teachers, school nurses, and counselors. This has also meant cutting programs that are critically important to keep children learning.

	Today’s historic vote means school officials won’t need to make those tough calls. This bill is officially responsible solution to the crisis facing our schools. Congress is providing $10 billion to states to save jobs for educators, as well as $15.1 billion in funds from Medicaid. This money is enough to fund 150,000 jobs of educators who otherwise would be laid off.

	In July, the Independent Center for Education Policy reported at 75 percent of school districts that received stimulus funds expect to cut teaching positions in the upcoming school year. With the support of this jobs bill, these educators will be helping our children learn instead of looking for work. This is the right thing to do for our children. It’s the right thing to do for education of our teachers. It is the right thing to do for our economy, both in the short-term and in the long-term.

	I’d like to thank the Congressional leadership for their hard work and courage in making this happen. Along the way over the past couple of months as we fought this, many, many people told me this bill was dead and it didn’t have a chance. And as you know, the debate over this bill hasn’t always been easy, but in the end everyone worked together to get this job done.

	Now that the Congressional debate is finished, the Department of Education is ready to distribute this money as quickly as possible. My department already has created a draft of an application and hopes to publish it over the next week or so. Just as we did in the first round of funding under the Recovery Act Stabilization Fund, our team will be working hard to get the money out the door as quickly as possible so it’s in the hands of the people who need it at the district and local level. We feel a huge sense of urgency here.

	This money is intended to support jobs in the 2010-11 school year. In some states, the school year is about to begin, so we have a huge sense of urgency to get this money out the door right away. The money will go to states by a formula based on population figures. States can distribute their money based on their primary funding formula or the one they use to distribute Federal Title I funds. Our staff is working on detailed guidance about how the states can distribute the funds, and how districts can allocate them.

	We are going to streamline our application process so that states will be able to submit their applications literally in days. We anticipate that we’ll be able to award state’s entire application within two weeks of receipt of their approved application. Under the Recovery Act, we’ll have the financial safeguards in place to make sure that this money is spent as Congress intended it to be spent. Through the Recovery Act, we were able to attract that money, save jobs in support of reform.

	States have been able to support the jobs of more than 300,000 educators with Recovery Act resources, all while supporting reform that advanced student learning. This new money from the Jobs bill will continue to support those reforms. Jobs and reform go hand in hand. You can’t advance reform if teachers and other educators aren’t on the job.

	All across the country, schools are getting ready to open. Because of the Jobs bill that the President will literally sign this evening from the Oval Office, teaches will be returning to the classroom, nurses will be prepared in their offices, and counselors will be getting ready to help the students who need their support.

	School Boards and Superintendants will be able to resume after school learning, extracurricular activities, and other critical programs that offer our students a well rounded education. Every child in this country deserves a world class education, and this is a huge step in the right direction. With the support of the Jobs bill, we will continue to educate our way to a better economy for today and for tomorrow.

	Thank you, and Carmel and I will open it up for any questions you might have.

Coordinator:	Thank you. Again, if you would like to ask a question, you may press star, 1 on your phone. It will prompt you to record your name as well as your affiliation, so please make sure you do that so that I can introduce you with your question.

	If you would like to withdraw your request, you may press star, 2. Again, that’s star, 1 to ask a question. One moment.

	Okay. (Jack Torre) with Columbus, Ohio, you are - line is open.

(Jack Torre):	Thank you very much. I’m calling from our Washington Bureau. Mr. Secretary, my question is this. Does the law require states to spend all the education money in school year 2010 and 2011, or can they hold it back for the following year if they have more of a budget crunch?

Carmel Martin:	This is Carmel Martin. The legislation said that the funding was for the ’10-11 school year. Under a pre-existing law, a school district can carry over funds until the following school year, but they technically have until September of 2012 to spend the funds. But, we are - but, they will be encouraged to spend it in the ’10-11 school year if possible.

Arne Duncan:	What this means for Ohio, just so you know. There’s a tremendous gain there. This means an additional $361 million for Ohio, and we anticipate this can save as many as 5500 educator jobs around the state.

(Jack Torre):	Thank you.

Coordinator:	Okay. Stephanie Banchero with the Wall Street Journal, your line is open.

Stephanie Banchero:	Hey, Arne. This is Stephanie Banchero.

Arne Duncan:	Hey, what’s up.

Stephanie Banchero:	How are you? I’m curious about how you feel about the food stamps being cut to fund this.

Arne Duncan:	Well, Congress had to make some hard choices here. But as you know, the food stamp increase will still be in effect for the next four or five years, so the spring of 2014. And in the meantime, low income families will get the healthcare they need thanks to FMAP. And so, Congress had to make some hard, hard choices, but those increases will be in place for the next four or five years, and that healthcare support through FMAP is hugely important to low income families.

	But, Congress had no easy choices. No easy choices in making this happen.

Stephanie Banchero:	Thank you.

Coordinator:	Donna Blankenship, your line is open, and can you please state your affiliation.

Donna Blankenship:	Yes. This is Donna from the Associated Press. I have a question about the next school year after this one. What are we planning to do in 2011-12 if schools still need money for teachers’ salaries?

Arne Duncan:	Well, we’re focused right now Donna on this school year.

Donna Blankenship:	Right.

Arne Duncan:	And, we really wanted to avoid a huge catastrophe this year. As you know, the economy is slowly starting to bounce back, and we’re hopeful we’ll be in a much better spot next year. But right now as you know Donna, we just felt this huge sense of urgency. We didn’t want to see class size sky rocket. We didn’t want to see after school programs eliminated. We didn’t want to see extracurricular programs eliminated. We had a lot of school districts that were going to four day weeks rather than five day weeks.

	And as you know, our children need more time not less, and so we just felt we had to step in. We’ve worked on this for months and months, and lots of folks told us that you know, it didn’t have a chance, that you know we were wasting our time, and just couldn’t be more pleased and proud that the Fed passed it last week and the House followed through today. This is a real, real act of courage that I think that should manage short-term and long-term benefits for our children and for our country.

Donna Blankenship:	Thank you.

Coordinator:	Next, we have Alyson Klein with Education Week. Your line is open.

Alyson Klein:	Hi, Mr. Secretary.

Arne Duncan:	Hey Alyson. How are you doing?

Alyson Klein:	Good. One problem as you know with the first round of stimulus money was that some states diverted funds meant for education to other purposes. Can you talk about how this new bill and the Department can safeguard against that?

Arne Duncan:	Yes. I’ll have Carla walk you through the details of how we’re going to do that, but obviously there’s this huge, huge need out there, and frankly even with these resources there’s still going to be tough cuts. So if anybody you know wants to play games or mess around, we’ll simply stop funding them and you know, put that money to states where there’s real need. So, we’re not going to have any tolerance for folks you know trying to divert money or play games. But, Carmel can walk you through it, how we’re going to try and safeguard (unintelligible).

Carmel Martin:	So Alyson, we can talk offline about the details because they’re relatively complicated. But essentially, that’s what the Maintenance of Effort provisions in the bill are designed to guard against. So, there is a possibility that a state might need to reduce its level of funding for education. But if it’s disproportionately cutting education, than the Maintenance of Effort provisions would be an obstacle to them doing that.

	There’s also the explicit provision here about not spending the money on rainy day funds or to pay off state debts, which was something that was less clear in the SFSF context. And there’s a real focus here on education, whereas in the Recovery Act there was some broader uses of funds.

Alyson Klein:	Okay. Thank you.

Coordinator:	Greg Toppo your line is open, and can you please state your affiliation.

Greg Toppo:	Hi. USA Today. Secretary, I just wanted to ask you a question about the number that you mentioned earlier, the $150,000. I mean, we’ve heard a lot of numbers in the past...

Arne Duncan:	$161,000 to be more precise.

Greg Toppo:	$151,000. Okay.

Arne Duncan:	$161,000.

Greg Toppo:	Oh, $161,000. Okay.

Arne Duncan:	Yes. I’m sorry.

Greg Toppo:	I guess I want to just make sure I know how you guys got that number. I mean, I remember last winter and spring we were talking about $300,000, and there’s some indication that maybe the cuts aren’t as bad as they seemed at first, just because you know districts are cutting salaries and you know having furloughs and whatnot.

Arne Duncan:	Right.

Greg Toppo:	Can you talk about how comfortable you are with your new number?

Arne Duncan:	That’s right. Well, we always said $300,000 was the high end. We always said between $100,000 and $300,000. We had a broad range there, as you know Greg, because this was a moving target. And we think this number is fairly solid, and this is based upon actual - you know the need and cuts we’re seeing around the country. And, we think this is a good - again, nothing can be absolutely firm. We think this is a good estimate of the potential cuts that can be saved with these funds.

Greg Toppo:	I guess maybe a follow-up would be do - I mean from what you've seen, have you seen states and districts sort of acting responsibly in the face of you know, bigger possible cuts?

Arne Duncan:	Yes. And to be clear Greg, this money does not alleviate every cut that’s going to happen out there. I mean, there’s still unmet need out there in some states. They’re just being - you know are going through devastating times. So, I think the reality Greg is the vast majority of districts around the country have literally been cutting for five, six, seven years in a row. And, many of them you know are through you know fat, through flesh, and into bone.

	And, I’ve talked to educators who have been you know working for 30, 40 years. Many of them said they’ve never seen a time as tough as this financially. I mean, this is really, really difficult. And so, I think - you know, we’re not (unintelligible). We can’t always (unintelligible) everyone, but many, many districts have been making very tough cuts in very you know trying circumstances trying to do the right thing.

	But at the end of the day, what we were so concerned about were children who were really going to get hurt this year if we sit in the sidelines. I thought the cost of inaction would have been very, very high in terms of the quality of education for children around the country. And so, this is a major step in the right direction.

	Many folks still have to make tough decisions. Again, this isn’t like you know they’re going to be completely out of the woods, but a huge step in the right direction to make sure children’s education was not hurt, and that was my biggest fear.

Greg Toppo:	Got you. And, I just had one quick question. You know NPR the other day, they quoted - I think it was Neal McCluskey from Cato saying we basically - you know, school have been on sort of a hiring spree the past couple of years, and that this is what amounts to a right-sizing of the teaching force. What’s your reaction to that?

Arne Duncan:	Well, as I said in my opening statement, that the Center for Education Policy talked about 75 percent of districts - three-quarters of districts - you know, a huge overwhelming percent opening the school year with less staff than before, and we don’t want to see class size go from 25 to 40. We absolutely want people to be efficient and smart about this.

	You know in many places, the student to counselor ratio is way, way, way too high out of whack. Social workers being laid off. None of this is good for children. None of this is good for education. And so, we want people absolutely to be responsible to be efficient, but these again - the depth of these cuts I think most - many folks in the American public don’t understand how tough these cuts have been for a number of years in a row.

	And this is - you know, it’s about our - maintaining our -giving our children a chance to compete in a globally competitive economy. And, our children are competing for jobs with children in India and China. And where we’re reducing time, where we’re reducing hours, where we’re narrowing the curriculum, limiting extracurricular and after school programs, none of that’s good for children. None of that’s good for education. None of that’s good for the long-term health and vitality of our country’s economy. So, stakes here are very, very high and we had to do the right thing here. I’m just so pleased and proud that that happened.

Greg Toppo:	Okay. Thanks so much.

Coordinator:	Okay, Bob Keefe with the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Your line is open.

Bob Keefe:	Thanks for taking my call. I’d like to drill down a little bit more on the cut estimates that you all are putting out. Can you explain for me - for instance in my state, you say 5700 I believe or close to 5700 teacher jobs will be saved. But, how does that figure in with the jobs that have already been cut in Georgia for instance. Can this money be used to hire back teachers that have been laid off, or is it just to maintain the jobs that are there now?

Carmel Martin:	This is Carmel. It absolutely can be used to hire back the teachers that have been laid off. That’s the number of jobs that would be supported by the amount of money that Georgia’s entitled to under the legislation, and they could use it to hire, re-hire, or employ existing employees.

Bob Keefe:	But, it is contingent on employment specifically, or for - frankly, what’s to keep states from using this to expand their football teams or something like that, rather than pay for teachers?

Carmel Martin:	They must be used for compensation and other benefits associated with educators. It could be teachers or other employees supporting education at the school level. It cannot be used for non-salary purposes. It also can’t be used to pay for administration at the district level.

Bob Keefe:	Thanks.

Arne Duncan:	To be very clear, Carmel is exactly right. This money is to support educator jobs. But because we can do that, our hope is that we won’t see extracurriculars cut across the country. And, many places again are eliminating summer school, eliminating the after school, eliminating the extracurriculars; all those things are critically valuable. If our resources can be used to help keep teachers teaching kids in a classroom, the district can use other resources to make sure students are getting that well rounded education.

	(Unintelligible) for Georgia, it’s be - the flexible resources would be about $322 million.

Bob Keefe:	Thank you.

Coordinator:	John Mooney, your line is open and please state your affiliation.

John Mooney:	Hi. John Mooney with the New Jersey Spotlight News Service in New Jersey. How are you?

Arne Duncan:	Great.

John Mooney:	Can you flesh out a little bit do states have to apply - literally apply for this? Are there conditions they need to meet? And what if they don’t apply? I saw there was some pieces in there that if they don’t apply, the Department itself would direct the funds. Can you flesh that out a little bit?

Arne Duncan:	So, Carmel can walk you through the details. Basically, we’re going to have a streamlined application process. We literally have a conference call tomorrow with Governors and State School Chief Officers. We want to work very, very quickly. Get the bureaucracy out of the way. Get this desperately needed money through states and into districts as quickly as we can, in a matter of weeks. And there’s just huge need out there, so we’re going to very, very quickly. Carmel can walk you through how the application process is going to work.

Carmel Martin:	So as the Secretary said, we are putting out a very streamlined application. We are hopeful that states will fill that out and it should only take them a matter of days to do so. They do have to make assurances that they will meet the Maintenance of Effort provisions that I mentioned before, which is essentially that they’re maintaining their support for education or not cutting it disproportional to other areas.

	They also have to have an approved Phase II application for the SFSF money in the - that was part of the Recovery Act. And once they have file the application, we’ll review that very quickly. We’re hopeful that we can respond to applications within a two week period, and then hopeful that they - we’ll be able to give the states their allocation. So, this money could get to the local level within - by early September.

Arne Duncan:	We think - I’ve had lots of concern about the level of cuts in New Jersey. Lots of concern about you know, critical needed services and educational opportunities disappearing. What this means to the state of New Jersey is $268 million that can save a minimum of 3900 jobs. And we were very, very concerned about children in New Jersey and around the country being short changed due to cuts. And, this hopefully is a huge step in the right direction for your state’s children.

Coordinator:	(Isake Milton) your line is open, and please state your affiliation.

(Isake Milton):	I’m here with Dallas South News. My question is I know that this is a short-term solution, but long-term what are you thinking? What are your plans?

Arne Duncan:	Well obviously, we had a short-term crisis here. Now what this means for the state of Texas, and we’re very concerned about cuts there, this is a $830 million for Texas. This can save over 14,500 teacher jobs. We wanted to avert a crisis this year. The economies will continue to bounce back and hopefully be stronger as we go into next fall. But right now, we wanted to keep teachers teaching. We wanted to keep students and class size where they weren’t sky rocketing. This is an investment in education. This is an investment both in the short-term and the long-term in our country’s economic health.

	So, this is the right thing to do at the right time for the right reasons. And again, I couldn’t be more proud of Congress’s leadership and courage, the Senate last week, and the House today.

(Isake Milton):	Thanks.

Coordinator:	Brandon Perry, your line is open and please state your affiliation.

Brandon Perry:	Hi. Brandon Perry with the Indianapolis Recorder. Hi, Secretary Duncan. How are you?

Arne Duncan:	Doing great. Thanks.

Brandon Perry:	Just wanted to ask two quick questions. First, you mentioned that you all would like to move quickly in getting these resources to the states. Are you expecting a positive impact to be made possibly this school semester or maybe next school semester?

Arne Duncan:	No. This school semester now. I mean, this money is coming - just so you’re clear. For the state of Indiana, $207 million is going to come to your state. That can save 3600 jobs. So if the President signs this bill into law from the Oval Office later today, your State School Chief Office Tony Bennett, local Superintendants, Boards of Education can know these resources are coming their way and can plan accordingly.

	So whether it’s rehiring teachers that were laid off over the past few months, whether it’s bringing back extracurricular programs or you know, Saturday School; whatever might be working for children, we do not want people to wait until January or February. We want people to ask starting now with the absolute assurance that - you know with a good application from the state, that we can turn around very, very quickly. These resources are coming your way.

	So, we have to educate our way to a better economy. We have to get dramatically better. We can’t afford to take a step backwards, and we need to keep driving reform very, very hard, and this helps to enable us to do that.

Brandon Perry:	And real quickly Secretary Duncan, a major concern in Indiana has been school districts not having enough to operate facilities. Our state’s larger school district has had to close schools and some charter schools have had problems too. What kind of impact will this have on you know, charter schools?

Arne Duncan:	Well, this money goes to all public schools. You know, all public school districts around the country, so this money will help traditional you know schools. It would help charter schools. This will go out to public schools around the country.

	I need to be clear. It cannot be used for facilities, for capital, but this is to support education in public schools, including charters around the nation.

Brandon Perry:	Okay. Thank you.

Coordinator:	Connie Llanos with the Los Angeles Daily News your lines open.

Connie Llanos:	Good afternoon.

Arne Duncan:	Good afternoon.

Connie Llanos:	So, I wanted to ask if you could tell me about how the Jobs bill will effect California. And if possible, if there’s any way to estimate what it will mean for Los Angeles Unified School District?

Arne Duncan:	You know, this is a huge deal. And California as you know, has struggled as much as any state in the country. And we pushed so hard for this bill. Quite frankly, California was always - they’re at the top of my list of states that we really wanted to help.

	So what this means for California, it means an additional $1.2 billion that could go to the State of California literally in a matter of weeks. It could save north of 16,500 educator jobs around the state. I’m not sure - you could figure out what percent of funds - of the state funds that LA Unified normally gets, and you could use that as an estimate. I don’t know that number off hand. But for the State of California, there’s $1.2 billion, 16,500 jobs.

	We know frankly, California you know will still have unmet need. Your challenges you’re facing are tremendous, but this is a huge step in the right direction, and we really want to partner and see reform continue to move forward in LA, in the State of California. Lots of good work going on there, but as you know, a long way to go. Didn’t want to take a step backwards, and this is a huge, huge step in the right direction.

Connie Llanos:	Can I ask a follow-up question to that? Because our state hasn’t finalized its budget, there was some concern at our local district, (IUSB), that the district wouldn’t be able to see the money this - for this school year. And, I hear you stressing that you want it to be used this school year. How will the state’s inability to have a budget effect school districts?

Arne Duncan:	You have to (unintelligible) the state. But again, if we get an approved application in the next couple of weeks, we’re going to turn that money right around in a week or two after that. So, if California can get us a good application and we approve it, California could see this money in the next four to six weeks. And so, we feel a huge sense of urgency.

	The State of California has a big opportunity to step up, figure this thing out. And again, we’re going to you know, streamline the application. We’re getting the bureaucracy out the way and we want to do the right thing to help the state, but the state has to get us a good application, and do that very, very quickly.

Carmel Martin:	And, the state will have 60 days from the point at which they file their application to provide the data that we need to ensure that they can meet the Maintenance of Effort provisions of the law. So, there’s various ways that they can demonstrate that they’re maintaining their effort in education funding. They’ll have to provide us data about that, which will be connected to their budget deliberations. But, they’ll have some time to provide that to us.

Coordinator:	Okay. Next we have William Lutz with The Lone Star Report.

William Lutz:	Hello. One of the things that’s happened here in Texas is you know, our Governor has been somewhat critical of an amendment to this bill added by Congress from Lloyd Doggett. And, I’ve heard education officials here in Texas argue that because we have to maintain effort through 2012, that if the stimulus is not renewed, we may have to come up with that amount of money in future years from state sources.

	Is the state on the hook to continue the stimulus dollars all the way through 2012?

Carmel Martin:	Sorry. I’m sorry. Could you just repeat the end of that question there? Are they required to...

William Lutz:	Basically, I’ve had local education leaders here in Texas argue that if we accept the $830 million from this bill that the Maintenance of Effort provision that Lloyd Doggett added to the legislation would require the State of Texas to continue to spending that amount up until 2012, even if the stimulus is not renewed in 2012 by the Congress. Is that true?

Carmel Martin:	So, there are special provisions related to Texas that Congress added to the legislation. It does require the state to make assurances with respect to their state support for education for the next several years. They don’t have to - to meet that Maintenance of Effort requirement, they could do it either by the percentage that they’re providing to education - so again, if the amount of money the State of Texas provided to education decreased, that they would just need to demonstrate that the cuts were proportional to cuts in other areas, so it didn’t look like - so it’s not education being singled out.

	But, there are special provisions for Texas that Congress included in the law. And we’re going to work very closely with the folks in Texas, including the folks in your Governor’s office and the State Education Agency to help you work through how the provisions relate to Texas. And, we’re committed to doing everything we can to help the state - to Texas to get their portion of the funding in this bill.

William Lutz:	Thank you.

Coordinator:	And Tom Benning, your line is open. Please state your affiliation.

Tom Benning:	Hi. This is Tom Benning with The Dallas Morning News. I actually have a follow-up on the previous question. With the Doggett amendment, how firm are you all going to be in enforcing that Maintenance of Effort, particularly in comparison to the Maintenance of Effort that applies to all the states in the country?

Carmel Martin:	So, we’re legally obligated to follow the law, and we’ll do that with respect to those provisions, just like we’ll do with respect to the other provisions of the legislation. But we’re going to work closely with the state, because we want to ensure that the schools there receive the needed funds as soon as they can.

Tom Benning:	Governor Rick Perry had said that you know, enforcing that would - in unconstitutional because state officials are not allowed to guarantee future spending. I mean, would a good faith you know, effort or agreement to you know keep the (spending) intact rather than more of a contract per se, if you would? Would that be acceptable? I mean, what are - how can Texas go about doing this without you know, violating their own constitution?

Arne Duncan: We’ll be working with every state including Texas to make sure the right thing happens for children. For the State of Texas, to be clear, the numbers - this means $830 million and could save over 14,500 teacher jobs around the country. So, the stakes are very, very high. We are absolutely going to follow the law, and we’re obviously going to work very closely with Texas elected officials, political leaders, education leaders, as well as leaders from around the country.

	Again, we’re starting tomorrow with a conference call to work through these issues and to make sure that school districts with desperate need get the help they need to keep children learning.

Tom Benning:	Thank you.

Coordinator:	Next we have (Carly Brown). Please state your affiliation. Your line is open.

(Carly Brown):	(Central Park It’s On Point). I just wanted to ask - especially here in Washington D.C. with 400 teachers being laid off, how this bill will affect those students - those teachers? And, did you mention that schools will have to apply for funding - for this funding?

Arne Duncan:	That’s correct. They need to get to us an application, and we have it streamlined. And as Carmel talked about, demonstrate their Maintenance of Effort. What this means for the District of Columbia is an additional $18 million going to the District, and we estimate that this could save a minimum of 200 jobs. And, we look forward to working very closely with the District of Columbia to get these resources out absolutely as quickly as we can.

(Carly Brown):	I should also ask what are your remarks on Republican Leader Boehner saying that there’s no money for this amount in the budget?

Arne Duncan:	This money doesn’t - this bill as you know is fully offset. Did not add a dime to the Nation’s deficit. And, this is a time of crisis. We had to support our children. We have to educate our way to a better economy. This is an investment in our short-term and our long-term health and vitality of our country. And so, this is the right thing to do at the right time for the right reasons, and does not add a nickel to the long-term deficit. We shared those concerns.

(Carly Brown):	Thank you.

Coordinator:	Angela Gartner, your line is open. And, please state your affiliation.

Angela Gartner:	Yes. The News-Herald. Angela Gartner. Good afternoon.

Arne Duncan:	Good afternoon.

Angela Gartner:	I wanted to - how this will - I’m from Ohio, so I wanted to see how this would effect tomorrow - I’m sorry, effect Ohio? How’s it...

Arne Duncan:	Ohio - and I know there’s - visited there a number of times. There’s some great work going on, but as you know there’s tremendous need there and there’ve been some significant cuts. For Ohio, this means more than $361 million, and at least 5500 educator jobs could be saved. So, it’s a huge influx of resources to Ohio. That state’s working very, very hard trying to go in the right direction, and this hopefully will provide a huge amount of relief at a time of tremendous need.

Angela Gartner:	And so, you’re saying that this is going to be you know, given to Ohio as long as they fill out the application within the next three or four weeks?

Arne Duncan:	We hope to get this money out over the next couple of week. Our (efforts) will be working with Governor Strickland starting tomorrow, and we’ll have the application available in the next couple of days. We’re moving very, very swiftly on this.

Angela Gartner:	And, where is - where’s the $361 million? I mean, I know it’s coming down from the $10 billion, but how is this being funded? You said it wouldn’t add a dime to the National deficit, so where’s that coming from?

Arne Duncan:	All of this bill was funded by tough cuts that Congress made in other areas. And so, this is an investment in education. This is an investment in our future. And, this was done without adding any money to the deficit by making tough cuts in other areas. Fully offset.

Angela Gartner:	Can you say what kind of cuts?

Arne Duncan:	There were lots and lots of cuts from lots of different places, so that information is readily available and we can get that to you offline.

Coordinator:	And (Peter Callahan), your line is open.

(Peter Callahan):	Thank you. Mr. Secretary, Washington state, I was not having much luck finding districts that were planning layoffs. Several hundred notices had gone out in the spring, and many of those have been recalled. And, the few districts I’ve talked to are reluctant to make new hires right now with one year funding.

	What might they be able to do with this money under what seems to be a very strict provisions in the amendment to do what you think they should be doing, which is to boost education immediately? Because otherwise, a district near here said, “We’ll hang on to the money and use it to lessen the impact of the drop off of stimulus money next school year.” So, what might you think they’d be able to do to do that?

Carmel Martin:	They can use this money for salaries and other benefits to folks working at the school level. It could be - used to pay principles, academic coaches for students that are struggling, to catch up teacher trainers in schools to help teachers to improve their practice. School counselors, social workers, physical/occupational therapists. There’s a fairly broad spectrum of personnel who this money can be used to support their jobs.

	What we found is often in school districts - I don’t know about the circumstances in Washington specifically, but often in school districts where the teachers were not laid off, many times districts were able to do that by cutting other critical services to students. So, this funding could be use to support some of those services in the form of salaries and compensation of the benefits for people delivering services to students.

(Peter Callahan):	Okay. Would it have to be a new hire from this point forward though? Or, could it...

Carmel Martin:	It does not have to be a new hire.

(Peter Callahan):	It could supplant existing funds that were going to those sources?

Carmel Martin:	It can be used for existing employees. Districts also could - they do have the legal right to use the funds through the next school year, if that was appropriate.

(Peter Callahan):	Okay. So, they could be - in some cases, that’s not a supplanting or a Maintenance of Effort issue. They could use some of this money for salaries for existing employees?

Carmel Martin:	Yes. They have to - the state needs to maintain its commitment to education funding.

(Peter Callahan):	Okay. Thank you.

Arne Duncan:	And just to be clear for everyone on the call. These grants here, this is not some kind of competition amongst states. This money is - was again, just based upon a good application to us. This money in the amounts that we’ve laid out -- you can find it on our Web site -- it will go to every single state and the District of Columbia.

Coordinator:	And, that is all we have time for today. Thank you for participating.

Sandra Abrevaya:	Thank you everyone. If you have any additional questions, you can send them to staff at ed.gov. Thank you.

Coordinator:	That concludes today’s conference. Thank you for participating. You may disconnect your lines.


END
