Attachment D

Task Order #3

Tech-Prep - Building a Framework for Future Research, Evaluation and 

Program Practice
National evaluations and other studies conducted in the past few years have focused more specifically on processes such as the development, implementation and progress of Tech-Prep but have not emphasized results such as student and program outcomes.  Findings to date and the need to address the requirements of the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) urge us to look at a number of issues regarding the effects of Tech-Prep on students as well as the effects of Tech-Prep on education reform in preparation for a larger impact study.

This task is designed to structure and conduct a planning activity to:

a) build a framework for future Tech-Prep research and evaluation, and

b) explore future directions for program practice. 

The contractor shall:

Subtask 1: Conduct Literature Search

The contractor shall conduct a literature search and synthesize findings from previous studies, articles and state evaluation results.

Product:  Annotated summary of documents that provide a range of views on the above-referenced topic.  The contractor shall complete the literature search within the first four months of this contract.

Subtask 2: Identify Focus Group Participants

The contractor shall identify participants to engage in focus groups. Participants would include local practitioners and representatives from exemplary Tech-Prep sites, state coordinators, business partners, researchers, state evaluators, and School-to-Work systems.

Product:  The contractor shall provide a list of participants to the COTR for review and approval within the first two months of this contract.

Subtask 3: Focus Groups

The contractor shall conduct focus groups to discuss the current status of Tech-Prep and recommend strategies to assess and validate the effect of Tech-Prep on student outcomes

Subtask 4:

The contractor shall prepare and submit a report that describes the process, participant views, and recommendations made by focus group participants (see subtask 3).

Product:  The contractor shall provide a draft report to the COTR within one month of the completion of the focus group meeting.  Within, one week of the receipt of the COTR’s comments on the draft report, the contractor shall submit a final report to the COTR.

Subtask 5:

The contractor shall provide a comprehensive briefing on possible future directions for program 

Practice to the COTR and other relevant Department of Education staff.

Anticipated results include a framework that synthesizes Tech-Prep accomplishments to date, identifies the agreed upon desired outcomes, and proposes ways in which these outcomes can most effectively be measured.  From this information, the Department of Education (ED) will identify measurable benchmarks and parameters that may be used for future comparisons.  The Department will discuss, for example, what empirical evidence support Tech Prep’s benefits or what student assessment measures can be utilized at the secondary and postsecondary levels to document student achievement. This forum and open dialogue will provide information essential to the development and direction of a future study on student outcomes.

In addition to desired outcomes and assessment strategies, this activity will provide a set of recommendations on future directions for program practice to inform OVAE’s leadership and technical assistance efforts in Tech-Prep. This will support the dissemination of evaluation practices and strategies that have been successful in documenting student achievement, and/or promoting the coordination and dissemination of successful indicators of student outcomes. 

