Attachment C





NAAL Table of Specifications


for 1985 and 1992 Assessments





Estimated Number� of Tasks by


Content Domain and Process





Difficulty�	1985		1992		Subtotal		


			Range


		


Total Number of Items		85		81		166





PROSE		149-468	14		27		41


	Locating			  4 		17      		21 


	Integrating			  0		  7 		  7 


	Generating			10 		  3 		13 


	-------------			------------	------------	---------


	Subtotal			14 		27 		41 





DOCUMENT		  69-396	55		26		81


	Locating			37		17		53 


	Cycling			  6		  0		  8 


	Integrating			  6		  6	    	12 


	Generating			  6		  3	 	  8 


	-------------			------------	------------	---------


	Subtotal			55		26		81	





QUANTITATIVE	191-436	11		28		39


	Addition			  3		  6		  9 


	Subtraction			  2		  7		  9 


	Multiplication			  1		  5		  6 


	Division			  1		  4		  5 


	Combination			  4		  6		10 


	-------------			------------	------------	---------


	Subtotal			11		28		39











 











Percentage of Tasks by	


Structure or Format of Materials	1985		1992		Total





	Exposition			  6		15		  21


	Narrative and Poetry		  1		  5		    6


	Tables				23		10		  33


	Charts and Graphs		  4	  	  6		  10


	Forms				13		  6		  19


	Maps				  1		  2		    3


	Miscellaneous			  4		  4		    8


					------		------		-----


					52		48		100	





Percentage of Tasks by


Adult Contexts/Content		1985		1992		Total





	Home and Family		  7		  7		  14


	Health and Safety		  3		  1		    4


	Community and Citizenship	12		20		  32


	Consumer Economics		11		  5		  16


	Work				13		  2		  15


	Leisure and Recreation	  6		13		  19


					------		------		-----


					52		48		100








Factors That Affect Task Difficulty





Prose and Document:  	Number of features in directive


				Number of features, distractors, plausible answers in text or document


				Level of inference required


				Length and density of text or structure of document





Quantitative�:		Particular operation called for


				Number of operations needed to perform task


				Embeddedness of numbers in printed materials


				Level of inference required to identify operation (set up and solve?)











Scoring Guides Examples





For many tasks:	


1 = correct


	2 = incorrect


	9 = response of “don’t know”


	0 = no response or blank





For some tasks, especially generating tasks:  





Example for Dickinson poem: *correct response


	  1 = no response written or blank


	  2 = literal interpretation


	*3 = thematic interpretation


	  9 = response of “don’t know”


	  0 = no response or blank


       


Example for home equity loan task: *correct response


  	  1 = speaker states something other than explanation for computation, or gives 


an incorrect explanation


  	  2 = speaker explains one but not both of steps in computation, or is vague about steps


	*3 = speaker explains the two basic steps in computing required in task


	  9 = response of “don’t know”


	  0 = no response





Response Mode:	


			underline or circle the information


			copy the information


			produce an answer (infer or explain)


� The numbers in BOLD come from the NAAL Technical Report, forthcoming.  Other numbers are inferred from descriptions in text.


� These numbers reflect the range of scale scores associated with each item.


� Other factors that may affect the difficulty of Quantitative Tasks include respondent’s knowledge and use of whole numbers, decimals, percentages, fractions, and time (hours and minutes) and familiarity with using calculators.








