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Technical Support Services
1.0 Background:  The Divisions of Elementary, Secondary and Vocational Analysis (DESVA) and the Special Education, Rehabilitation and Research Analysis Division (SERRAD) develop information and recommendations used by executive‑level individuals and offices in making key funding and policy decisions for Department of Education programs.  These officials and offices include the Department's Deputy Secretary, and Secretary; the Office of Management and Budget; the White House; congressional appropriations, budget, and authorizing committees, as well as the offices of individual members; outside organizations; and other government agencies.

DESVA and SERRAD have the capability to run various funding allocation formulas for elementary, secondary, and vocational education programs including Safe and Drug‑Free Schools and Communities, Title I, Education for Homeless Children and Youth, Eisenhower Professional Development, Goals 2000, Vocational Education State Grants, and Adult Education State Grants.  In addition, our technical support contractor has acquired, created, and maintained data files for elementary/secondary, and vocational education ‑‑ including program data bases and broader surveys (Census, the Department's Office for Civil Rights, etc.) ‑‑ to facilitate development of budget and legislative policies and for responding to high‑level requests for program analyses. 

DESVA and SERRAD use extracts of mainframe computer data files and program data bases on their personal computers to provide information and analyses of education policy issues.  The data on which these analyses are based must be highly accurate and timely; inadequate preparation can be serious and compromising for the agency.  Often the information prepared by DESVA is confidential ‑‑ not to be released outside the Budget Service and selected senior officials.  This confidentiality extends to other offices, even within the Department.  Many activities require data analysis and preparation of tables and reports on a rapid turn‑around schedule.

2.0 Objectives:  This task is designed to provide DESVA and SERRAD with technical and analytical support.  The contractor shall: (1) develop, manipulate, or assist staff in running funding allocation formulas for enacted or proposed elementary, secondary, and vocational education programs; (2) create and maintain extract files and program data bases designed for use on personal computers.  These data systems and data files will be used to provide information, recommendations, and analyses on specific elementary, secondary, and vocational education policy issues.

3.0 Activity Areas:  The following specific activities and capabilities are required:

3.1 Funding Allocation Formula Models  The contractor shall develop and maintain data systems that run complex formulas of current and proposed ED elementary, secondary, and vocational education programs.  Program formula development, maintenance, and simulation activities shall be specified as needed.

3.2 Data base Development, Manipulation and Analyses  The contractor shall develop and maintain extract files for use on personal computers using, Excel, Access, or other applications,  as appropriate.  The contractor will often need to merge data from several files, such as program office data files, the Grants and Administration and Payments file, and Census, to create a file suitable for use in DESVA or SERRAD analyses.  

The contractor shall manipulate and conduct analyses of various data bases, convert data bases from one software application to another (e.g., from ASCII to Access), and prepare documentation and reports as needed.  These analyses and reports shall be modeled after the Impact Aid/School District Wealth report.

4.0 Scope of Work
Subtask 1:  Conduct Analysis Relating to Reauthorization and Legislative Issues
The contractor shall conduct analyses relating to issues that emerge from Departmental proposals or Congressional action in reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education program.   These analyses will likely require manipulation of data bases and drafting of short reports, or analyzing public comment on reauthorization themes, typically within a short time period.  These reports, will assist the Department in reaching decisions relating to different reauthorization alternatives.  

Subtask 2:
Develop or maintain a data system to run the Impact Aid funding allocation formula

The contractor shall maintain a computer-based capability to simulate funding alternatives under the Impact Aid program.  Funding simulations shall be performed using DESVA's account with the Government computer facility, or on a personal computer, as appropriate.  Funding simulations will be requested on a sporadic basis, but must be produced within short time-frames (generally, within 2 to 5 working days of the request).

Subtask 3:
Title I Funding Allocation Formula

The contractor shall maintain a computer-based capability to simulate formula funding alternatives or verify Title I allocations to counties and LEAs under the Title I program.  Funding simulations shall be performed using DESVA's account with the Government computer facility, or on a microcomputer, as appropriate.  Funding simulations will be requested on a sporadic basis, but must be produced within short time-frames (generally, within 2 to 5 working days of the request).

Period of Performance
The period of performance for this Task shall be from October 1, 2000 through 

September 30, 2001.

Deliverables:
Due Date:

Analytical Reports (up to 5)
As Needed

Program Formula Simulations (up to 30)
As Needed

Special Analyses Census Data (up to 5)
As Needed
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LABOR

CATEGORY

Rate

Hours

Cost

PROJ DIR

119.01

75

$8,925.75

SR.RESEAR

84.9

70

$5,943.00

COMPUT

65.56

565

$37,041.40

RES STAFF

50.91

200

$10,182.00

SEC

44.63

48

$2,142.24

CONSULTANT

68.37

20

$1,367.40

TOTAL

Subtotal

978

$65,601.79

$65,601.79

OTHER%

$600.00

Grand Total

$66,201.79
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