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Teachers to Shape Teacher Policy
National Conversations about Teaching

Suggestions for teachers to get involved in shaping their profession at the federal, state and local level.
Federal Strategies
· Reach out to leadership positions in national organizations
· Join national policy groups (Hope Street, Educators 4 Excellence, Teach Plus, Education First, Alliance for Excellent Education, the Center for Teaching Quality, the VIVA Project, etc.)

· Use state/national recognition platforms or programs and show their connection to teaching
· Submit comments to U.S. Federal Register 
· Participate in grants review process 
· Post blogs to Department of Education Teaching Matters and educational publications
· Join national listservs

· Submit public papers, articles, op-eds to national organizations and publications, including blogs
· Provide input in educational policy via forums, focus groups, surveys, webinars, etc.
State Strategies
· Participate in Standards Development Committees
· Join Assessment Development Committees

· Network with State Department of ED and volunteer for committees
· Join state professional organizations

· Write op-eds and letters to the editor to major newspapers within your state and to the newspaper in the city where you live or teach

Local Strategies
· Attend School Board forums and monthly meetings
· Host a “meet-n-greet” with school board members and prepare questions for informal Q & A session (classroom and staff meetings)

· Participate in District curriculum and standards development/mapping

· Join school opening and restructuring decision-making committees
· Reach out to student, parent, teacher and community organizations

· Learn about local philanthropic foundations involved in education
· Become involved in a community group that addresses policy issues at local, state and federal levels (League of Women Voters, American Association of University Women, unions, etc.)

· Subscribe to education-related print or online periodicals that offers a wide-range of policy discussions
· Network with educators to see what resources are available in the community to bring one idea to implementation.
· Meet with teachers in your school or district to talk about strategies to improve the profession locally

Outreach Tips
· Be succinct and specific

· Gather the facts, data, research

· Learn the language of the policymakers

· Learn about different opinions and perspectives to be aware of what others are saying and communicate effectively with them
· Gain access to individuals who serve as translators, advocates and amplifiers of your work.

· Chart an action plan with a few goals to accomplish during a limited time period – this is a very practical way for policy to come alive in local context.

