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Program Name:


Virginia Education Wizard
Promising or Practical Strategy Abstract:
	The Virginia Education Wizard (https://www.vawizard.org/vccs/Main.action)  is an interactive online tool developed by Virginia’s Community Colleges to help students succeed in discovering career pathways and important information about college planning. The website acts as a stepping stone to help students get into the right college program and encourages them to continue with their education. The Wizard provides an easy to use and accessible environment that high school and even middle school students can use. The Wizard is going on four years strong with over a million visits to the website. One of the most useful applications of The Wizard is informing students about the course requirements that are necessary in order to transfer to a four-year institution.  


I. Promising or Practical Strategy Description: 
	The Virginia Education Wizard project was led by the Chancellor of the Virginia Community College System, Dr. Glenn Dubois. His goal was to create a one stop website that had all the information one would need for college and career planning—similar to popular vacation booking websites such as expedia.com or Travelocity.com.  

Virginia’s Community Colleges developed the proprietary Wizard with $2.5 million in federal funds. Programming was completed by Richmond-based Chmura Economics & Analytics and internal IT professionals at Virginia’s Community Colleges. The career and jobs features draw in real-time market data pulled from Chmura Economics & Analytics. 

The Wizard is a free and easy to use service. Visitors to the website are oriented to the Wizard by the avatar Ginny, short for Virginia. Once a user creates an account they can choose a career, get the information to pursue that career, find the college that is right for them, discover information about how to pay for college, receive information on transfer from a community college to a four-year college or university, and get answers to questions about their future. The more prepared students are for college the more likely they will be to complete their degree program.


II. Assessment, Evaluations, and Outcomes:

	As of the present time, the Virginia Education website has over 1 million visits and more than 314,000 accounts have been created.
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